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	Preface

	The author’s purpose in compiling this writing was to bring together Scripture facts from the King James Version and the New King James Version of the Bible, along with storytelling culture, shared as a means of entertainment, some education, and cultural preservation, weaving a tapestry of fact and fiction. By no means are the conversation dialogues and thoughts of Jesus as he wandered the wilderness in the stories to be used for teaching purposes. Although Scripture is referenced in telling the story, much of it is fiction. Some of the dialogue may convey a more modern-day tone than typically heard in the first century.

	The prologue, introduction, and intermission are written to help bring the story together. Furthermore, at the back of the book, the author has included a summary of Jesus' ministry and a comprehensive, detailed list of sixty points covering his birth to ascension, specifically his beliefs and thoughts on the journey Jesus may have taken, as described in the gospels and other resources. You could use it as a commentary for teaching in a Christian setting.

	Over the years, many commentaries and books have suggested that some men or groups of men visited Jesus in the wilderness and voiced suggestions for evil.  Some even hold that during Jesus’ time in the wilderness, the tempter was a member of his own family who followed him into the wilderness to become the voice of evil. As all this is pure imagination and has not the slightest warrant in Scripture, it must be dismissed as untrue statements and fictional.

	One of these characters referenced in such commentaries is used in this writing, but not with him speaking evil. Instead, he speaks uplifting and encouraging words.

	Jesus’ family did not follow him into the wilderness; he went in alone. Neither did any man follow him! As far as the author can see through Scripture after Jesus was baptized, he followed a path that the Spirit led him down, and no one knew where Jesus went. Only the beasts of the field were there, along with emptiness.

	But what do we know about the forty days and forty nights Jesus spent in the wilderness? Nothing much!

	The Scriptures in the Gospel of Matthew tell us what happened in the latter part (Matthew 4:1-11):

	Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward, he was hungry. Now, when the tempter came to him, he said, “If you are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”

	Then Jesus answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him up into the holy city, set him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give his angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands, they shall bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’” Again, the devil took him up on an exceedingly high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these things I will give you if you will fall and worship me.” Afterward, Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only you shall serve.’” Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and ministered to him.

	So, what about the forty days and forty nights?

	Mark 1:12 – Immediately, the Spirit drove him into the wilderness. And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to him.

	Luke 4:1 – Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being tempted for forty days by the devil. And in those days, he ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, he was hungry.

	The Gospel of John does not mention anything about the forty days and forty nights. He begins his writing by stating that Jesus is the Word and that John the Baptist is the voice in the wilderness, preparing the way for someone more significant. John then goes into pointing out the Lamb of God after Jesus comes out of the wilderness (John 1:29-34):

	The next day, John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who is preferred before me, for he was before me.’ I did not know him, but that he should be revealed to Israel; therefore, I came baptizing with water.” And John the Baptist bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and he remained upon him. I did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.”

	Incidentally, in verse 31, when John said he did not know him, he wasn’t saying that he did not know him as a man. It is probable that John and Jesus were acquainted, as they were cousins, but John may not have recognized his cousin as the Messiah until the time of his baptism.

	Given the variations between the gospel accounts, the author has considered that Jesus entered the wilderness to pray and receive ministering from God. There were moments of temptation by Satan during the forty days, with the three recorded temptations on the last day, as mentioned in the Gospel of Matthew.

	The author will explore why Jesus was led into the wilderness in the introduction.

	The following story conversations are a fictional view of what Jesus may have experienced, and the dialogue spoken by and with Christ is enhanced to provide fuller context and meaning to this book. However, Christ’s dialogue, although not word-for-word, is spiritually grounded in biblical precepts, principles, and truth.

	Scriptures from the King James Version and the New King James Version of the Holy Bible are used throughout the story as a backdrop and as references to the time Jesus was on earth and the prophecies spoken before his birth. Most of these same scriptures are used to establish their authenticity.

	Again, these are fictional stories intended to entertain readers while remaining respectful to God, Jesus, or any Christian belief.

	 

	Introduction

	Before getting to the fictional story, let’s examine some truths that will answer the question of why Jesus was led into the wilderness.

	According to Scripture, the short answer is that Jesus went into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. But more than likely, there was more to it.

	Before answering why Jesus was led into the wilderness, let us examine the first “why.” Why forty days?

	The number forty (40) is seen several times in the Bible as a period of trial or testing to be cleansed, refined, and perfected. It is much like how products are tested, and their flaws are corrected to ensure their capability and durability. In Noah’s time, it rained forty days and forty nights. In Moses’ time, after thinking he could save Israel his way, Moses fled to and lived in Midian for forty years, returning to deliver Israel God’s way. Also, after rejecting the idea that the Promised Land was theirs for the taking, Israel wandered in the wilderness for forty years until all those who did not believe died, after which Israel entered the Promised Land. After Jesus was raised from the dead, he remained on the earth for forty days before ascending to heaven. The number forty has tremendous biblical significance, and it is fitting that Jesus would follow this pattern before beginning his ministry.

	Baptism! Before understanding why Jesus went into the wilderness, it is essential to grasp the significance of the event that immediately preceded it. Stepping back to that day, Jesus was baptized, even though he was not required to do penance because he was without sin. Nevertheless, he would eventually take our sins upon him on the cross to atone for them. Therefore, he humbled himself, placed himself on a level with sinners, and obediently subjected himself to be baptized, just as he had submitted before to be circumcised and presented in the temple. By his baptism, he sanctified the water and gave it the power to purify and cleanse the soul of man. In other words, he instituted the Sacrament of Baptism by which we receive remission of our sins under the outward sign of water. He taught us a lesson in humility and obedience, and that we, too, may receive remission of our sins under the outward sign of water.

	Just after he was baptized by John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit descended upon him. Mark 9:1-11 says, “It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And immediately, coming up from the water, he saw the heavens parting and the Spirit descending upon him like a dove. Then a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

	The heavens being opened unto Jesus means he saw spiritually for the first time as a man. Until then, though he was born of the Spirit of God, his only approach to his Father was through the Old Testament Scriptures. He was like any other boy and man who lived during that time. He entered the water as a physical being, limited by his mind and understanding. Still, he emerged as a spiritual being, with the heavens and the spiritual realm opened to him, granting him direct access to his Father, God.

	His baptism by John fully represented what happens to us when the Spirit baptizes us.

	While on the subject, only Luke 3:22 says that the Holy Spirit took solid, bodily form. The others don’t say the Spirit looked like a dove but instead that it descended like a dove upon him. It is unclear from these descriptions in the Gospels whether only Jesus saw the heavens open and the Spirit descend. This might have been witnessed by everyone present. Or perhaps it was only perceived by Jesus and John (John 1:32).

	Furthermore, the phrase “like a dove” can refer to the visual appearance of the Spirit or how the Spirit descended. As such, it is unclear whether the Holy Spirit appeared as a literal dove.

	However, the dove is an emblem of purity and harmlessness (Matthew 10:16), and the form of the dove at Jesus’ baptism signified that the Spirit with which Jesus was endowed was one of holiness and innocence. The dove appears as a symbol and a tool of God in both the Old and New Testaments.

	Now for the second “why!”

	The spirit led Jesus into the wilderness. This was not Jesus’ idea to go; it was his Father’s. The Spirit of God led him, or as Mark expresses it, drove him into the wilderness. But why?

	For one thing, it was to fast and pray. When we are called to fast, it is for a time of repentance and prayer to get closer to God. The purpose of fasting should be to take our eyes off the things of this world and focus entirely on God. Fasting is a way to demonstrate to God and ourselves that we are serious about our relationship with him. Fasting helps us gain a new perspective and a renewed reliance upon God.

	But if Jesus is the Son of God, why did he have to fast?

	Fasting from food helps our human spirit develop dominance over our physical appetites. The Scripture for this account of Jesus in the wilderness only mentions that he was hungry at the end of the forty days. That suggests that Jesus only fasted from food, not from other things. Since water can be scarce in the wilderness, Jesus may have gone without water for several days. If that is the case, then that would account for a deeper dealing with the flesh.

	As we go through the stages of a fast, some changes take effect physically, mentally, and spiritually. Even though Jesus had a connection with his Heavenly Father throughout his youth and young adult years, he had to spend time in prayer to elevate that connection, uncovering the purpose, the ministry, and the calling for which he was created as a man.

	Even though Jesus is fully God, He was fully man when He was on earth, and the time in the wilderness was to bring the human side of him into submission to the Spirit. It is believed that the primary purpose for which God used the fast was so Jesus could be tempted as we are tempted. But why? Why did he even go through this? The answer is found in Hebrews 2:17 NIV:

	For this reason, he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.

	Since he had gone through temptation and suffering, he can help us when we are tempted. He has a complete understanding of how we face adversities and can fight battles for us.

	Therefore, one main reason the Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness was to set aside his divine nature to experience our temptations.

	But you may ask, was Jesus honestly tempted? After all, James 1:13 says that God cannot be tempted with evil, nor does he himself tempt any man. Yes, that is true; the Bible says that. But yet, the Bible also clearly teaches that Jesus was tempted. We read that in Matthew 4:1-2:

	Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward he was hungry.

	When we read that verse, we can confidently say that Jesus was indeed tempted, as Scripture attests. But he did not have that inward susceptibility to succumb to the temptation to sin. Because the Bible says a man is tempted when his desires draw him away and entice him. And for that temptation to work, we have to desire and want the thing offered to us. When the Devil receives cooperation from the person he is tempting, it leads to the completion of the temptation, ultimately resulting in sin.

	We know that Jesus was sinless, but that does not mean he was not tempted. He felt the pressure and presence of temptation, which gave him a deeper understanding of how to complete his work as a man.

	Before we move on to the story of the wilderness experience, as it is sometimes called, the author wants to disclose how he knows Jesus was sinless.

	When the breath of God formed Adam and Eve, they were sinless until their disobedience in the Garden of Eden. That disobedience brought sin into this world according to Genesis 3:6. And we know that with their sin came death, and humanity is now born with a sinful nature as found in Romans 5:12-19 and is brought on the moment we are conceived as seen in Psalm 51:5. The sin is transferred through the seed of the father.

	Since Jesus is through the incorruptible seed of the Holy Spirit, he cannot sin.

	Not in his deity did he resist, but in his perfect manhood. Manhood, however, is never able to successfully resist the temptations of the devil, except when fulfilling the divine intention of depending on God and thus being guided by the Spirit of God. Meaning the Man Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness and was led by the Spirit through the process of temptation.

	The Bible in Hebrews 4:15, 2 Corinthians 5:21, and 1 John 3:5 makes it clear that Jesus Christ, though tempted in every way just as we are, never sinned. The apostle Peter clearly says, “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth” (1 Peter 2:22).

	You may be asking yourself, “I can see that Jesus was tempted, but why?”

	In the three gospel accounts — Matthew, Mark, and Luke — that refer to the entrance into the wilderness, we must keep in mind that a divine plan was unfolding. God laid out one before Jesus was formed in Mary’s womb. It was not happenstance that Jesus met Satan and was tried. Neither did the devil arrange the temptation.

	The temptation here is in the divine plan and purpose. Jesus went into the wilderness under the guidance of the Holy Spirit to find the Devil. The Spirit took him to the place of temptation and was with Jesus every moment of those forty days and nights, right through the process of temptation. At no time did his Father ever desert him or leave him alone. God was always with His Son, and Jesus walked from the time of His baptism by John the Baptist in the spiritual awareness of His Father’s love and delight in Him.

	It is a popular argument that the enemy drove Christ into a corner and tempted him. But the whole divine story reveals that the facts were quite otherwise. God’s perfect Man, led by the Spirit, passes down into the wilderness and compels the adversary to stand out clearly from all secondary causes and to enter into direct combat. This is not the Devil’s method. He always puts something between himself and the man he would tempt. He hides his personality wherever possible.

	Another possibility is that God used it as a transition from man to the priesthood. Indeed, Jesus may have had ample time alone to pray before the temptation occurred. This would make better sense of the time needed rather than the picture of Jesus being tempted for forty days.

	God intends prayer to be the means of obtaining his solutions in many situations. We pray in preparation for significant decisions (Luke 6:12-13), to overcome demonic barriers (Matthew 17:14-21), to gather workers for the spiritual harvest (Luke 10:2), to gain strength to overcome temptation (Matthew 26:41), and to obtain the means of strengthening others spiritually (Ephesians 6:18-19).

	The ministry of Jesus as the Christ could not begin until Jesus, as God’s manifested spiritual Son, had been successfully tested by Satan, so learning to recognize and defeat the Devil and all his spiritual host of evil spirits. Only after his successful stand against Satan in the wilderness, having manifestly acquired and operated power over the evil one, was he anointed to be and began his earthly ministry as the Christ.

	Therefore
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	A small Commentary!

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1) Destroy Satan’s power and free those held in slavery by their fear of death (Hebrews 2:15).

	2) Become a merciful and faithful High Priest in service to God and atone for our sins (Hebrews 2:17).

	3) Be the one who can sympathize with us in all our weaknesses and infirmities (Hebrews 4:15).



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Chapter 10

	images/image.png





