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For centuries, the Arabic manuscript tradition has been the silent custodian of a profound and hidden world. Beyond the celebrated advancements in mathematics, medicine, and astronomy, the scholars of the Islamic Golden Age and the broader Middle East engaged deeply with the invisible mechanics of the universe. They sought not only to understand the cosmos but to interact with it, influence it, and command it.

Welcome to The Forbidden Quotes. This book is an unprecedented curation of the most potent, guarded, and historically significant texts from the archives of ancient Arabic esoteric sciences—a domain known collectively as Ruhaniyat (spirituality), Simiya (natural magic), and 'Ilm al-Huruf (the science of letters).

The excerpts within these pages are not mere folklore or superstitions. They are the rigorous, philosophical, and often terrifyingly practical writings of polymaths, mystics, and philosophers. By translating and assembling these fragments, this book lifts the veil on a tradition that its own authors desperately tried to conceal from the uninitiated.

Here, you will encounter the dualistic nature of the Arabic occult tradition. On one hand, you will read the deeply ascetic and pious instructions of Ahmad al-Buni in Shams al-Ma'arif (The Sun of Knowledge) and the Hermetic strictures of Kitab al-Ajnas (The Book of Species). These texts argue that true power is granted only to those who purify their hearts, starve their bodies of worldly pleasures, and approach the Divine Names with absolute humility. To these masters, magic was a byproduct of spiritual elevation.

On the other hand, this archive does not shy away from the darker, more utilitarian aspects of the craft. You will be confronted with the relentless planetary mechanics of Ghayat al-Hakim (The Picatrix), a book that casually places talismans for enduring love alongside instructions for the utter ruin of cities and the psychological destruction of enemies. You will explore the psychological and cosmic manipulation detailed in Fakhr al-Din al-Razi’s Al-Sirr al-Maktum (The Hidden Secret), uncover the bizarre, ancient rituals and secret, coded alphabets preserved in Ibn Wahshiyya’s Shawq al-Mustaham, and witness the philosophical rationalization of lawful versus unlawful magic by the secretive Brethren of Purity (Ikhwan al-Safa).

A recurring, haunting motif echoes through almost every manuscript featured in this collection: The Warning. “Do not reveal this to the ignorant,” they caution. “Beware of vanity,” they plead. “Do not mock it, lest it mock you.” The ancient sages believed with absolute certainty that this knowledge was alive, that the spiritual entities invoked were watching the hearts of the practitioners, and that placing this power in the hands of the corrupt would lead to the destruction of the world.

The Forbidden Quotes does not endorse the practice of the dark arts, nor does it seek to validate the ancient sciences through a modern lens. Rather, it serves as a historical and cultural mirror. It reflects a time when the boundaries between science, religion, and magic were fluid; when philosophers believed that the human being was a microcosm containing the blueprints of the stars; and when words, spoken with absolute certainty, were thought to possess the power to make the heavens tremble.

Read these translations not as mere historical curiosities, but as windows into the minds of those who dared to decipher the architecture of creation. You are now holding the secrets they buried. Turn the page, and step into the archive.
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​Selections from Shams al-Ma'arif (The Sun of Knowledge) 
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1. The Purpose and Power of the Book


"The purpose of this book is to make known the nobility of the Names of God Almighty, the various jewels of wisdom deposited in their ocean, and how to utilize [administer] the Names, supplications, and the accompanying letters of the Surahs and verses. This is so one may connect through them to the Divine Presence without weariness, and attain worldly desires without hardship."


2. The Nature of the Divine


"The Originator without precedent, the Transcendent above all forms, the Everlasting. He remains described by attributes of beauty, the continuously existent in pre-eternity. He exalts the higher realms by His decree and wisdom, and spreads the lower realms by His power and will. There is no deity but Him, the Great, the Most High. The Veiled One who veils the lights with His light, the Hidden from all secrets, the Concealed from the pavilions of sight, while He comprehends all sights. He is hidden by His essence in His pre-eternity, manifest by His attributes in His post-eternity, made known by His names in the secret of His dominion, and revealed by His actions in His everlastingness. He is the First in pre-eternity and the Last in post-eternity."


3. The Sanctity of the Text


"I have named this unparalleled, exalted, and selected book Shams al-Ma'arif wa Lata'if al-'Awarif (The Sun of Knowledge and the Subtleties of Elevated Truths), due to the subtleties of spiritual application and the elevated truths of its effects contained within it. It is forbidden for anyone into whose hands this book falls to reveal it to those unworthy of it or to disclose it in an inappropriate place. Whenever one does so, God Almighty will deprive them of its benefits and withhold its advantages and blessings. Do not touch it unless you are pure, do not approach it unless you are in a state of remembrance [of God] to attain what you desire from it, and do not use it except in what pleases God Almighty, for it is the book of the saints, the righteous, the obedient, and the spiritual seekers."


4. The Cosmological Chain of Sustenance


"Know that numbers hold secrets just as letters have effects, and that the higher world sustains the lower world. The Realm of the Throne sustains the Realm of the Footstool, and the Realm of the Footstool sustains the sphere of Saturn. The sphere of Saturn sustains the sphere of Jupiter; the sphere of Jupiter sustains the sphere of Mars; the sphere of Mars sustains the sphere of the Sun; the sphere of the Sun sustains the sphere of Venus; the sphere of Venus sustains the sphere of Mercury; and the sphere of Mercury sustains the sphere of the Moon. The sphere of the Moon sustains the sphere of Heat; the sphere of Heat sustains the sphere of Moisture; the sphere of Moisture sustains the sphere of Cold; the sphere of Cold sustains the sphere of Dryness. The sphere of Dryness sustains the sphere of Air; the sphere of Air sustains the sphere of Water; and the sphere of Water sustains the sphere of Earth."


5. Letters vs. Numbers


"Thus, the letter Alif among letters is like the number One among numbers. Numbers are a subtle spiritual power; therefore, numbers are among the secrets of words, just as letters are among the secrets of actions. In human knowledge, numbers possess secrets and benefits which His Almighty Power arranged, just as He arranged beneficial secrets in letters, such as supplication, incantations, and other things whose effects manifest in the world through various Divine Names. Know that letters are not restricted by time; rather, they are activated through spiritual discipline (Riyadah) and specific properties for whomever wills it. Numbers, on the other hand, act through talismans, as they are connected to celestial considerations."


6. The Anatomy of Love and the Heart


"The Prophet, peace be upon him, said regarding souls: 'If they sleep in a state of purity from ablution, they prostrate beneath the Throne.' And the letter Dal possesses daily secrets and permanence. As for Al-Wadud (The Loving), it is a name derived from Wudd (Affection). Affection is shared; it is the outward manifestation of love, and love is from affection. The beginning of affection is love. Affection is divided into two parts: outward and inward. Its outward is affection, and its inward is love. The dwelling place of affection is the heart, which is the most revealing of the heart's realms. Passion ('Ishq) is a subtlety between love and affection; its dwelling place is infatuation (Shaghaf). Love is from passion, and its dwelling place is the innermost heart (Fu'ad), for the heart has three cavities."


7. Spiritual Discipline and Unveiling


"They endear their hearts through various forms of remembrance (Dhikr) and phases of recitations, not abandoning any acts of the heart by which they might attain victory. They discipline their souls only by severing worldly habits and familiarities until they achieve affection from God Almighty. Then, their speech transforms into utterances of wisdom, their movement into an ascension of ranks, and their spirit is endeared through the realities of faith, the subtleties of Islam, the light of lawful secrets, and religious illuminations. This continues until the effects of affection appear on the spirit, allowing it to perceive the Hereafter through spiritual unveiling, witnessing the various forms of bliss God has prepared for His saints and the torment for His enemies."


8. The Secret of the Basmalah (In the Name of God)


"Know—may God guide me and you to His obedience and the understanding of the secrets of His Names—that whoever knows the secrets God Almighty has deposited in Bismillah al-Rahman al-Rahim (In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful) will not be burned by fire, nor will it consume them... All scholars agree it is recommended to begin with Bismillah al-Rahman al-Rahim in every matter of importance, following the Noble Book. And as narrated by Abu Hurairah, may God be pleased with him, from the Prophet, peace be upon him, who said: 'Every matter of importance that does not begin with Bismillah al-Rahman al-Rahim is maimed,' and in another narration, 'is severed,' and in a third, 'is cut off, possessing little blessing and unblessed.'"


9. The Cosmic Weight of the Basmalah


"The meanings of all books are gathered in the Furqan (the Quran), the meanings of the Quran are in the Fatihah, the meanings of the Fatihah are gathered in the Basmalah, the meanings of the Basmalah are gathered in its letter Ba', and its meaning is 'By Me was whatever was, and by Me will be whatever will be.' It is narrated that when Bismillah al-Rahman al-Rahim was revealed, the Throne trembled at its descent, and the guardians of Hellfire said, 'Fire will not touch whoever recites it.' It consists of nineteen letters, corresponding to the number of angels appointed over the Fire, as a protection from God against it. It is narrated from Jabir, may God be pleased with him, that he said: 'When Bismillah al-Rahman al-Rahim was revealed, the clouds fled to the East, the winds stilled, and the seas surged.'"


10. The Path of Asceticism and Visions


"Some Imams have indicated that whoever perfects their spiritual struggle and discipline, frees themselves from lust, anger, vile traits, and base actions, sits in a secluded place, closes the avenues of the senses, opens the eye of spiritual vision and hearing, aligns their heart with the Realm of Sovereignty (Malakut
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