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      This book is dedicated to every American who still believes that liberty is worth defending, truth is worth speaking, and government must remain accountable to the people it serves.

      It is dedicated to the courageous citizens who refuse to exchange constitutional rights for temporary comfort, political favor, or promises of security. To the parents teaching their children the responsibilities of freedom, the public servants who place principle above power, and the quiet patriots who stand for what is right even when standing carries a cost.

      Above all, this book is dedicated to the generations yet unborn. May they inherit not merely the memory of a free Republic, but the living blessings of limited government, protected rights, equal justice, and constitutional liberty.

      May we possess the wisdom to recognize what is being threatened, the courage to defend what has been entrusted to us, and the conviction to preserve it before silence becomes surrender.

    

  


  
    
      
        
        “A republic does not lose its liberty only when power is seized, but when citizens stop insisting that power remain restrained.”

        —Sam Stevens
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      Every generation is tempted to believe that liberty, once secured, will preserve itself. Yet history warns that freedom can remain celebrated in speeches while being weakened in practice. Institutions may keep their names, elections may continue, and constitutional language may be repeated even as government power expands beyond intended boundaries. Rights can become permissions, temporary measures can become permanent authority, and citizens can grow accustomed to restrictions their forefathers would have resisted. The greatest danger is not always a seizure of power, but the quiet normalization of power without restraint.

      The Constitution in the Crosshairs examines how that process unfolds. Executive commands bypass Congress, bureaucracies create rules, courts reshape constitutional meaning, and federal authority absorbs responsibilities once left to the states. Surveillance reaches deeper into private life, public benefits create dependence, and political loyalty persuades citizens to excuse abuses committed by their own side. These dangers do not belong to one party or ideology. Every faction is tempted to expand authority when power serves its goals.

      This book does not argue that government is unnecessary. Government must protect life, defend the nation, administer justice, and preserve order. The question is whether it will remain accountable to the Constitution and to the people it serves. The founders understood that even necessary power must be divided, limited, and watched because human nature does not become harmless inside public office.

      The chapters ahead are both warning and invitation. They warn that constitutional decline can advance through fear, convenience, silence, and good intentions. They invite citizens to recover knowledge, courage, consistency, and responsibility. America does not need a powerful master, but a restrained government and an awakened people. The Constitution may stand in the crosshairs, yet its future remains unwritten. Its survival depends upon whether citizens will defend liberty before freedom becomes a memory.
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      The Constitution was never written to make government powerful. It was written to keep power from becoming dangerous. Its carefully divided branches, enumerated authorities, checks and balances, and protections of individual liberty were designed by men who understood a sobering truth: government may begin as a servant, yet without firm restraints, it can become a master.

      Today, those restraints are increasingly treated as inconveniences. In moments of fear, crisis, anger, and political urgency, Americans are often told that constitutional limits are outdated obstacles standing in the way of progress. Executive power expands, bureaucracies reach deeper into daily life, unelected institutions make decisions once reserved for elected representatives, and citizens are encouraged to trade enduring liberty for temporary promises of security, efficiency, or fairness.

      The danger does not always arrive with soldiers in the streets or a dramatic announcement that freedom has ended. More often, it advances quietly—through emergency orders that never fully disappear, regulations few citizens understand, court decisions that reshape the meaning of rights, and political movements that view constitutional restraint as weakness. Each surrender may appear small. Together, they can alter the relationship between the citizen and the state.

      The Constitution in the Crosshairs is a warning, but it is also a call to courage. It asks whether Americans still believe that power must be limited, rights must be protected, and government must remain accountable to the people. It challenges readers to look beyond party labels and recognize that unchecked authority is dangerous regardless of who holds it.

      The Constitution cannot defend itself. Its survival depends upon citizens who know its purpose, value its protections, and refuse to exchange freedom for convenience. The question before us is not merely what government can do, but what it must never be permitted to become under the pressure of passing passions.
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      This book began with a troubling question: What happens when a nation continues to praise its Constitution while gradually abandoning the limits that give it meaning? America still holds elections, recites patriotic words, and displays its founding documents with honor. Yet beneath those familiar symbols, public authority continues reaching farther into private life, local government, economic decisions, personal conscience, and political expression. The forms of the Republic remain, but the balance of power is quietly changing.

      I have not written these pages to encourage hostility toward government or suspicion of every public servant. Government is necessary, law is essential, and countless officials serve their communities with integrity. This book instead examines the danger that arises when authority exceeds its constitutional boundaries—especially when that expansion is defended by emergencies, efficiency, compassion, security, or political necessity. Good intentions do not eliminate the need for restraint, and popular policies do not automatically become constitutional policies.

      The reader will encounter questions that reach beyond party labels. Would we approve this power if our political opponents controlled it? Would we accept this surveillance if it were directed toward our own beliefs? Would we defend this executive action if it advanced a cause we opposed? Constitutional conviction is proven not when limits protect our side, but when we defend those limits even when they frustrate our preferred outcome.

      This is not merely a book about Washington. It is about the responsibilities of citizens, families, churches, communities, states, lawmakers, judges, and presidents. Constitutional government survives only when restraint is expected at every level and liberty is joined with responsibility.

      My purpose is not to leave the reader angry, frightened, or hopeless. It is to awaken vigilance before another boundary disappears. The Constitution remains powerful, but only when the people refuse to treat its protections as historical ornaments. The Republic can still be preserved—but preservation begins when citizens remember that freedom must be understood, practiced, and courageously defended.
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      The Constitution was not born in comfort, confidence, or political innocence. It emerged from generations that had witnessed rulers stretch authority until ordinary people could scarcely breathe beneath it. The founders understood that power rarely announces its intentions before it begins demanding obedience. They had watched distant officials impose taxes, issue commands, restrict commerce, and punish resistance without meaningful consent. They had felt the weight of decisions made by leaders who considered themselves wiser than the people they governed. They knew that liberty could not survive on the goodwill of powerful men alone. Their answer was a written Constitution designed to place chains upon government before government could place chains upon the citizen.

      Those chains were not forged from hatred of law or contempt for public authority. The founders recognized that government was necessary to preserve order, protect rights, defend the nation, and administer justice. Yet they also understood that every necessary institution carries within it the temptation to exceed its proper purpose. A government strong enough to protect liberty could also become strong enough to extinguish it. A government empowered to punish criminals could eventually punish critics, dissenters, and political opponents. A government permitted to collect reasonable taxes could eventually consume the labor and property of its citizens. Therefore, the central constitutional question was never whether government should possess power, but how that power could be restrained.

      The founders did not begin with the belief that political leaders would always be wicked. They began with the more realistic conviction that human beings remain human beings after receiving titles, offices, uniforms, and public applause. Ambition does not disappear when a person enters government, and pride does not surrender when someone takes an oath. The same heart that seeks influence in private life may seek even greater control in public office. Good intentions can become excuses for unlimited authority when leaders believe that their goals justify every method. Political virtue is valuable, but constitutional restraint is indispensable because virtue cannot be guaranteed. The founders constructed a system that did not require perfect rulers in order to protect an imperfect people.

      The Revolution itself had taught Americans that declarations of loyalty from rulers offered little protection when power was left unchecked. British officials often claimed that their policies served order, stability, security, and the welfare of the empire. The colonists increasingly understood that benevolent language could conceal coercive actions. They discovered that rights recognized only at the pleasure of government were not secure rights at all. A freedom that can be suspended whenever officials feel threatened is merely temporary permission. A liberty that survives only when it causes no inconvenience to authority is not liberty in any meaningful sense. The Constitution was therefore written to ensure that certain boundaries could not be crossed simply because powerful people found those boundaries inconvenient.

      The Declaration of Independence had proclaimed that government derives its just powers from the consent of the governed. The Constitution attempted to build a durable structure around that revolutionary principle. Authority would rise from the people rather than descend from a monarch, dynasty, aristocracy, or permanent ruling class. Public officials would exercise delegated powers instead of possessing unlimited power by birth or status. The people would not stand beneath government as subjects waiting for commands from above. Government would stand beneath the Constitution as a servant bound by written limits. This reversal of political authority was radical because it declared that rulers were accountable and citizens possessed rights that preceded government.

      The Constitution did not grant the federal government every power that might seem useful during difficult times. It listed particular responsibilities and divided authority so that no single branch could dominate the nation. Congress would make laws, the executive would enforce them, and the judiciary would interpret legal disputes arising under them. Each branch would possess enough strength to fulfill its duty, yet each would encounter resistance when reaching beyond it. Power would confront power, ambition would check ambition, and institutional rivalry would protect public liberty. This structure was deliberately inefficient because speed can become dangerous when government is moving in the wrong direction. The founders preferred careful deliberation over the reckless convenience of concentrated authority.

      Modern citizens sometimes complain that constitutional government moves too slowly during periods of crisis. That frustration is understandable when danger feels immediate and political patience feels costly. Yet the delays built into the system were not accidental defects carelessly overlooked by inexperienced men. They were protective barriers intended to prevent temporary passions from becoming permanent policy. A frightened population may demand actions that a calmer generation would deeply regret. An angry majority may seek to silence voices that later history will recognize as courageous. Constitutional restraint forces the nation to pause before granting powers that may never be willingly returned.

      The separation of powers remains one of the strongest chains the founders placed upon government. No president was intended to become a king, no Congress was intended to become an unchecked assembly, and no court was intended to become an unelected legislature. Each branch received authority, but none received sovereignty over the entire constitutional order. The branches were expected to defend their own responsibilities against encroachment by the others. This arrangement assumed that officials would sometimes seek more power than their offices properly allowed. Instead of trusting every leader to resist temptation, the Constitution created competitors capable of resisting one another. Liberty would be protected not by political innocence, but by institutional tension.

      Federalism formed another essential restraint by dividing power between the national government and the states. The founders feared that a distant central authority could become increasingly detached from the needs and convictions of local communities. States could address many matters closer to the people, allowing citizens greater access and accountability. Different regions could pursue different policies without forcing every dispute into a single national command. Federalism also created another barrier against the consolidation of political power. When authority is distributed, tyranny must overcome numerous centers of resistance before it can dominate an entire nation. The weakening of state responsibility therefore risks weakening one of the Constitution’s most important protections.

      The system of representation was likewise designed to restrain both rulers and momentary public passions. Members of government would be accountable to voters, but they were also expected to deliberate rather than merely echo the loudest demand. Elections would permit peaceful correction when officials abused authority or ignored the people. Regular transfers of power would remind leaders that public office was temporary stewardship rather than personal possession. The citizen’s ballot would become a constitutional instrument capable of removing those who forgot whom they served. Yet elections alone could not protect liberty if voters willingly supported leaders who promised power without limits. Republican government depends upon citizens who value constitutional principle more than temporary political victory.

      The Bill of Rights made the founders’ distrust of concentrated power unmistakably clear. Its protections were not written because Americans feared ordinary citizens speaking, worshipping, assembling, petitioning, defending themselves, or demanding fair trials. They were written because governments throughout history had attempted to control those very activities. The First Amendment did not command the people to remain within boundaries established by officials. It commanded government to remain outside freedoms that belonged to the people. The Fourth Amendment did not presume that officials should search first and justify themselves later. It required lawful cause because private life was not meant to become an open field for governmental intrusion.

      The protections of criminal procedure reveal how seriously the founders regarded the dignity of the individual. They knew that an accused person could become helpless when confronting the full machinery of the state. Government possesses investigators, prosecutors, courts, prisons, public resources, and the authority to compel obedience. The citizen possesses only those safeguards that law and conscience refuse to surrender. Due process, impartial trials, legal counsel, and protection against forced self-incrimination were not technical favors for popular defendants. They were barriers intended to protect every person when accusation replaced sympathy. A nation reveals its commitment to liberty most clearly when it protects the rights of those whom the public already despises.

      Property rights were also essential because personal independence becomes fragile when government controls the fruit of human labor. The founders understood that citizens dependent upon official permission for every possession could be pressured into political submission. Property provides families with stability, workers with reward, churches with independence, and communities with the means to build institutions outside government. When property can be seized arbitrarily, freedom of speech and religion may soon become hollow promises. A citizen who fears losing everything may gradually surrender the courage to oppose those holding power. Constitutional protections therefore sought to ensure that government could not take private property without lawful authority and just compensation. Economic liberty was never separate from personal liberty because control over livelihood can become control over conscience.

      The Constitution’s chains were also moral reminders directed toward those entrusted with office. An oath to support the Constitution was meant

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  

OEBPS/toc.xhtml

  
    Contents


    
      		Cover


      		
        Title Page
      


      		
        Copyright
      


      		
        Dedication
      


      		
        Epigraph
      


      		
        Contents
      


      		
        Foreword
      


      		
        Introduction
      


      		
        Preface
      


      		
        1. The Chains the Founders Placed on Power
      


      		
        2. When the Servant Becomes the Master
      


      		
        3. The Crisis That Never Ends
      


      		
        4. Government by Executive Command
      


      		
        5. The Rule of the Unelected
      


      		
        6. Nine Robes, One Republic
      


      		
        7. The Vanishing Power of the States
      


      		
        8. Liberty Under Surveillance
      


      		
        9. Freedom With Conditions
      


      		
        10. Buying the People’s Dependence
      


      		
        11. The Silence That Surrenders a Republic
      


      		
        12. The Constitution’s Final Defenders
      


      		
        Afterword
      


      		
        Also by Sam Stevens
      


    


  
  
    
      		Cover


      		Title Page


      		Copyright


      		Contents


      		Beginning


      		Also by Sam Stevens


    


  


OEBPS/images/chatgpt-image-jul-13-2026-at-06_36_48-pm.jpg
THE

CONSTITUTION

IN THE

WEAKEN THE LIMITS PLACED
ON GOVERNMENT POWER

SAM STEVENS





