
  
    [image: The May Day One]
  


  
    
      The May Day One

      
        Love in a Small Town

      

    

    
      
        Tawdra Kandle

      

    

    
      Tawdra Kandle Romance

    

  


  
    
      Copyright © 2023 by Tawdra Kandle

      All rights reserved.

      No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Contents

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Thank you, dear reader!

      

      
        About The May Day One

      

      
        The Daily Report

      

    

    
      
        Chapter 1

        Bianca

      

      
        Chapter 2

        Dylan

      

      
        Chapter 3

        Bianca

      

      
        Chapter 4

        Dylan

      

      
        Chapter 5

        Bianca

      

      
        Chapter 6

        Dylan

      

      
        Chapter 7

        One Month Later: Dylan

      

      
        Chapter 8

        Bianca

      

    

    
      
        Epilogue

      

      
        A sneak peek of The Prom One

      

      
        Love in a Small Town: Read Them All!

      

      
        Thanks for reading!

      

      
        About the Author

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Thank you, dear reader!

          

        

      

    

    
      Thank you for choosing this book and deciding to read it. You totally rock.

      I’d like to get to know you better! Each week, I send out a chatty newsletter, with book news, sales and giveaways. You can sign up for it right here.

      Enjoy your book! <3
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            About The May Day One

          

        

      

    

    
      She’s one of the richest women in the country—and she’s bored with her life. He’s struggling to make a name for himself. They might find the answers together—if they don’t kill each other first.

      I've been grinding and hustling for a dollar since I was sixteen. My lifelong dream is to open my own brewery right here in my hometown—and I might have a chance if Bianca Dellacourt, the stunning reporter working on a feature about emerging small businesses, keeps her nose out of my business. She acts like she knows it all. Maybe I'll just have to kiss her to keep her quiet.

      When two headstrong hearts rub against each other, expect sparks to fly.

    

  


  
    
      
        
        To all of my beer-loving friends and companions . . .

        I raise this glass to you.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Daily Report

          

          Millionaire Business Ingenue Bee Dale is Bored.

        

      

    

    
      What’s it like to be a multi-millionaire in your mid-twenties, to have successfully created a ground-breaking algorithm that changed the way retailers advertise and sell to consumers, and to have established the trendiest and savviest book café chain in the world?

      How does all of that feel? When everything’s come up roses for you professionally, what’s your biggest problem?

      According to Bee Dale, the creator and owner of Read This Now!, all of that success leaves her . . . bored.

      “I honestly hate feeling as though there aren’t any new challenges on the horizon,” the reclusive entrepreneur explained. “So yeah. That’s my biggest problem. I’m bored.”

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            One

          

          Bianca

        

      

    

    
      “Bored? You said you were bored?”

      I shrugged, glancing around the table at my friends. We were in our favorite hibachi restaurant, a place that had seen better days when it came to décor but which still made the best damn teriyaki chicken and filet I’d ever tasted. Plus, they weren’t stingy with the white sauce, and I appreciated that.

      And it was basically dinner with a show. Did it get any better?

      “Bianca.” Lorelei, who was not only a friend but who also ran her own PR agency and represented me along with a long and impressive list of other clients, spoke slowly as though she was talking to a child. “Getting that reporter to do the piece within the parameters you laid out wasn’t easy. May I remind you of four weeks—four weeks—of negotiations?” She flickered her eyes down the table to where our friend Gina was dipping a piece of broccoli into the spicy dark sauce—that was her favorite. “And that Gina personally vetted this reporter and used her not-inconsiderable influence to persuade the editor to get on board with doing this kind of piece on you—an article that didn’t delve too far into your background, that didn’t include a photograph of you, or describe your physical appearance in detail?”

      I stifled a sigh. Hibachi was one of my few guilty pleasures, and Lorelei was harshing my vibe. “Yes, I do seem to recall all of that. Maybe it’s because that’s all you talked about for a month. Or maybe it was all the emails I got about it.” I raised one eyebrow, hoping that my patented steely glare got the same results here as it did from the people who worked for me. “Maybe I should remind you that I never wanted to do this interview in the first place?”

      “But you needed to do it.” Gina pointed her chopstick at me. I was pretty sure that was against some kind of etiquette, but I decided that it was wiser not to call her on it. “And this was just a teaser for the piece. It was leaked early, ahead of the article, so luckily, we still have time to spin it. Maybe we can even come up with a way to use it for something positive. We can reach out to the reporter and do a follow-up, explain that you used that word as a jumping-off point to introduce what’s coming next for you. Your company is going public in three months, and you need the positive PR.”

      “Yeah, yeah, yeah.” I was on the verge of pouting and so not interested in this conversation. “I know. I’ve heard it all before. So I listened to you because I’m a smart woman, and I did the damn interview.” I scooped up some rice, pausing with it halfway to my mouth. “And when she asked me what my biggest problem is these days, I told her the truth.”

      “The truth can be subjective.” Lorelei shook her head. “You could have said—you should have said something about one of the charities you work with. Shift attention away from yourself and onto a worthy cause, something that people can relate to. But by telling a reporter that your biggest issue is that you don’t have enough to do, you’re perpetuating a stereotype about wealthy people.”

      “It’s a stereotype that deserves to be perpetuated,” I shot back. “I don’t see myself as a wealthy woman. I’m a woman who works hard all the fucking time, and I just happen to be so successful at working hard that I’ve made a shit ton of money.”

      “And now you’re bored.” Gina’s voice didn’t hold any derision, just weariness. “Look, Bee. I get it. I know you’ve been struggling with something for the last six months. You pretend you’re fine, but it’s so obvious that you’re not. I see this boredom idea as a cry for help.”

      “Cry for help,” I scoffed. “It was just a smart-ass answer because I was tired of talking to the reporter.”

      “Why are you bored?” Lorelei asked, ignoring my answer. “What’s going on that you don’t feel fulfilled anymore?”

      “I don’t know.” I slumped back in my chair. “Nothing feels fun anymore.”

      “Why?” Gina sounded truly puzzled. “Look at your life, Bee. You own
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