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  CAUTION


  Outdoor recreational activities are by their very nature potentially hazardous. All participants in such activities must assume responsibility for their own actions and safety. The information contained in this guidebook cannot replace sound judgment and good decision-making skills, which help reduce exposure, nor does the scope of this book allow for the disclosure of all the potential hazards and risks involved in such activities. Learn as much as possible about the outdoor recreational activities in which you participate, prepare for the unexpected, and be cautious. The reward will be a safer and more enjoyable experience.
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  Introduction


  By the late 1970s, the era of watchable wildlife had arrived in the United States. Baby boomers wanted to turn to and experience the outdoors. Television brought wildlife closer than ever. Birding thrived. Today, more than ever, millions of people want to watch wild animals. Wildlife is not always easy to find and observe, though. Finding animal tracks and signs is an exciting alternative to seeing the animals themselves. Trackable wildlife adds another dimension to the outdoor experience. Todd and I wish to share that dimension—the joy of reading stories written in the soil and snow.


  Upwards of ten books on tracking were written in the United States during each decade of the twentieth century, and that trend continues in the twenty-first century. Most of these books are general, covering the United States or all of North America. In Scats and Tracks of the Desert Southwest, we focus on one biogeographic region, with details about the region’s most common or characteristic species of mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians. (We have included a few rare species because of their particular interest or significance in a region.) We’ve intentionally limited the number of species covered in order to keep the information manageable. This guide is small, allowing you to carry it in a pack or pocket and use it frequently.


  As your knowledge and interest in tracking grows, you may want to find additional information and help. Key references are listed in Selected Reading. For a more detailed investigation of tracking, I recommend my book A Field Guide to Mammal Tracking in North America (1986), and titles by Mark Elbroch, Louis Liebenberg, Jim Lowery, David Moskowitz, Olaus Murie, L. R. Forrest, and Paul Rezendes.


  Our organization provides interactive access to expand your tracking background. A Naturalist’s World (ANW) is an ecologically oriented company dedicated to providing educational programs and materials that reflect the natural history of North America. Diann Thompson and I run the daily business, teach classes, and lead programs. Our on-site classes provide hands-on experience and in-depth information about animals, their tracks, and the ecology of their environments. In addition to tracking classes, our field programs cover bears, wolves, winter ecology, the northern lights, and alpine ecology. ANW also provides books, videos, slide shows, and computer programs for self-study and as teaching and field aids. Class schedules, product information, and information about ANW can be obtained from PO Box 989, Gardiner, MT 59030; (406) 848-9458; www.tracknature.com. For forensic tracking help, go to our subsidiary, TrackSceneInvestigations.com.


  Keep on tracking!


  —James C. Halfpenny


  About Tracking


  Tracking is for everyone, beginner and expert, young and old. The fun of nature’s challenge is solving the mystery written in the trail. Prepare yourself by learning the background and basics of tracking before exercising your skills in the field.


  Field Notes and Preserving Tracks


  To the natural history detective, the track and trail are things of great beauty and significance. They tell part of the story of an animal’s life. Tracks and trails deserve to be preserved, both to increase your knowledge and as a record you can share with others. Preservation is commonly made in the form of written notes, casts, or photographs.


  Perhaps the most important item in the naturalist’s tool kit is the field notebook. Field notes can jog the memory and facilitate better retention of knowledge. The notes can be analyzed later and can be preserved as records of chance encounters. Writing good field notes is an art form and a science in itself. Field notes are a source of pride when shown to others and may gain recognition for recording rare and unusual events. And need we mention how quickly memories, especially for details, fade when not preserved?


  While great and complex systems have been designed for complete and accurate records, there are really but three requirements for the tracker: ruler, paper, and pen. With these, every trail becomes a record for later analysis and sharing. We cannot emphasize enough the importance of enhancing your tracking experience by keeping notes to which you can later refer!


  A simple 3 × 5-inch notebook and a 6-inch ruler are adequate to get started. Use a pencil or a pen with ink that won’t run if your notes get wet. To facilitate taking notes, ANW produces a waterproof notebook that contains information about footprint groups, gaits, and how to track and data sheets for recording information. English and metric rulers are imprinted on the back cover. See the introduction for ANW contact information.


  Tracks may also be preserved by photographing and making casts. Good photographs can be made by any modern camera that can take a good closeup. When taking pictures, try to fill the viewfinder with the footprint; get as close as possible. Always include a ruler or some other object in the photo to provide a sense of scale. Avoid using hats, gloves, hands, or objects without a straight edge; round edges do not lend themselves to making accurate measurements from a photo. To avoid distortion, take the photograph from directly above the track, shooting straight down. Also, step back and take photographs of the trail to show the footprints that were photographed closeup.


  Plaster casts are the old standby for preserving tracks. We suggest a casting kit that includes a 1-gallon (4-liter) plastic jar with a screw lid for carrying dry plaster, a narrow spatula, a plastic mixing cup such as those sold for mediumsize drinks, paper for wrapping and transporting the finished cast, and a plastic sack for cleanup. A bottle of water may be needed


  

  

  

  

  

  Make Your Own Track Plates


  

  

  

  

  Scats and Bird Pellets
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  Anatomy and Footprint Nomenclature


  

  

  Shapes of Scats
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  Track Measurements
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  Gaits and Trails


  

  [image: walk trot]


  

  

  [image: C-shaped gallop Z-shaped gallop large print-front feet small print-rear feet]


  

  [image: full bound half bound]


  

  [image: pronk]


  

  

  [image: slow side trot side gallop]


  

  [image: body length head hip to shoulder rump stride Estimating mammal length from stride]


  

  
    	As speed increases, the hind foot lands farther forward than the front footprint on the same side. Conversely, as speed decreases, the hind foot lands farther back in relation to the front footprint.


    	As speed increases, stride increases.


    	As speed increases, straddle usually decreases.
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  Trail Measurements
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