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Planning a Vacation? Why Not Chicago?

 


 


My husband and I love going on vacation in
the spring because the gardens are usually beautiful wherever we
go, the crowds are less, and the temperature is usually neither too
hot nor too cold. We’ve toyed with the idea of going to Chicago for
years. We wondered: “Is Chicago merely the land of Oprah, The Cubs,
skyscrapers, and pizza?”
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We are both seasoned travelers who have gone
to Europe many times, as well as to most of the big cities in
America, but we’ve never been to Chicago and have been bouncing
around the idea of a trip there for years. Why Chicago? Because we
are fascinated by Frank Lloyd Wright and the many craftsmen homes
he designed there. We also grew up listening to Chicago-style blues
and longed to hear some Blues’ bands perform at the famous “Buddy
Guy’s”. We were also intrigued by Chicago’s colorful gangster past
and wanted to see a live show at the Second City Improv—the venue
where the “Not Ready for Prime Time Players” learned their chops
before starring on “Saturday Night Live”. And then—there is the
famous deep-dish pizza. Who could say no?

 


Upon arrival and checking into downtown’s
“The Residence Inn”, we walked over to the John Hancock Tower—one
of the many skyscrapers in the city. It has a bar and restaurant
(The Signature Room) on its top floor and advertised that we could
“come kiss the sky” at the Observatory. We took the elevator up to
the restaurant on the 95th floor and felt our stomachs drop and our
ears pop as we rapidly ascended to the top. We were rewarded for
our courage by the view of a beautiful and clear sunset as we sat
sipping our glasses of wine and had our pictures taken. For the
true tourist experience, the bar serves specialty cocktails such as
“The Skyscraper” or “The Windy City Martini”. You’ll feel like
you’re on top of the world.

 


Yes—it’s touristy—but we were first-time
visitors to the Windy City and we wanted pizza. We took a cab over
to Gino’s East—the most famous restaurant for this regional fare.
Our waiter told us that because our pizza is made to order, it
would take about forty-five minutes until it would be ready. We
were okay with this since it would be a once-in-a-lifetime
experience. As we were waiting for our pizza, we entertained
ourselves by reading some of the many messages left by patrons on
the restaurant’s graffiti-covered walls. When we finally were
served our large deep dish, pepperoni and mushroom pizza, we
discovered that it was definitely worth the wait. I had never seen
nor tasted pizza with a yellow instead of white dough. I learned
that their dough is made with cornmeal. It smelled and tasted
heavenly. We had so much pizza leftover that we took a doggie bag
back to our hotel room which had a microwave, refrigerator, plates,
and silverware; we saved money on dinner by having our pizza for
the next two nights of our stay in Chicago.
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Untouchables Tours: Chicago’s Original Gangsters
Tour

 


 


We had read on a travel site about the
hilarious “Untouchable Tours--Chicago's Original Gangster Tour”
which claimed to take visitors on a tour of Chicago’s old hoodlum
haunts: including its brothels, gambling dens, and sites of
gangland shootings. It sounds “kitschy”, I know, but you don’t want
to miss this. Our tour guides rolled up in their “Untouchables’
Tour Bus” that was riddled with bullet holes. They were dressed
like Prohibition gangsters and welcomed us aboard. As we entered
the bus, we heard jazz-era music playing and all of us women on the
tour were given red roses. This made up for them referring to us as
“dames” during their comic spiel. They were hilarious and everyone
had a good time. As we climbed out of the bus, they were selling
souvenirs of Chicago’s gangster past. I asked them if my husband
could take a picture of them, and they surprised us by handing me a
toy gun and telling me to point it at them. They surrendered with
their hands up as my husband took a funny picture. It was a great
way to start our first full day in Chicago.

 


Speaking of gangland shootings, the next day
we took a ride on the El all the way out to Oak Park to see
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