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I’m not always one for parties, but when my old college buddies decide to come into town with their families, I can’t turn down a mini-reunion with them.  “How are the hotdogs coming along?” I ask Brenton as I walk up to where he’s standing next to a grill.  He’s agreed to hold this little get-together at his home since he has the largest yard and the nicest grill.

“They’re getting there,” he says with a wide smile.  His reddish beard glistens in the sunlight as he tends to the hotdogs.  I wonder why he ever decided to grow that thing out for summer?

“The kids are starving,” Devin, another friend of ours, says as he walks up with a bottle of beer in one hand.  “My kids are going apeshit for Uncle Brenton’s world famous hotdogs.”

“World famous, eh?”  Brenton smiles at the complement.  “I think your two little ones would probably eat just about anything, Devin.  Sort of like you.”  We all three laugh as Devin shakes his head.  Though not out of shape, he has put on a few pounds over the last couple of years.  It’s good to see him, though.  Living more than three hundred miles away in Texas caused me to wonder if he would be able to make it at all.

“Well, they love your hotdogs.  So, pronto, Uncle Brenton.  Get them ready for the little rascals.”  Devin smiles as he turns to point at our other friends who have shown up for the backyard party.  “You would think that Luther and Aiden have no dicks the way they fawn over their wives.  Honestly, not one of them has come over to say hello to us yet.”

“They’ll get here,” I tell my old friend.  “Give them a chance to get things settled with their families first.  The wives, after all, are the true bosses of our homes.”

“Here-here,” Brenton agrees as he lifts a bottle of beer toward me.  I do the same and he takes a quick drink of it.

“Not my wife.  She does what I want her to do.”  Devin seems very defiant as he looks into my eyes.

“Really?  Let’s just see how much you have her in your spell, buddy.  Hey, Katie?  Can you come over here.”

“Don’t do that.”

“Katie.”  I wave at Devin’s beautiful young wife.  “Yeah, come here.”  

“Dammit, Jordan.  Do you really have to make a point whenever I say something?”

“But, this is an important something,” I say with a chuckle as Brenton smiles along with me.  I watch as Katie makes her way to the grill.  

“Hello boys,” she says with a smile on her face.  The young woman puts her arm around Devin and kisses him on the cheek.  

“I was hoping you could help us figure something out,” I say as I try to hold back the laughter that is about to erupt from within me.  

“Um, okay.  Shoot.”  Katie is always a good sport whenever I do something to embarrass her husband.  Hopefully she will play along now as well.

“Devin seems to be under the impression that he’s the boss in your home.”  I smile wickedly at the two of them.

“I didn’t say it like that,” Devin says in his defense.  He looks at Katie and tells her, “He’s just trying to get something started.  Ignore him.”

“The boss?” his wife parrots.  “What do you mean?”

“I mean, the boss.  The one who decides everything in the household.  He tells you when to do something, how to do something, and where to do something.  You know; the boss.”

She nods her head, a smirk gently rising along her lips.  “Wow.  A boss?”  Katie turns to look at Devin.  “Are you my boss?”

“Look, baby, it’s not as easy as that.”

“Sure it is,” she presses him.  Katie is going right along with my little scheme to get at my old friend.  Though Brenton behaves as if he’s only interested in how the hotdogs are cooking, I can see that his attention is also on this particular interaction.

“You know how guys talk,” Devin begins as he attempts to navigate his way through the mess I have happily created for him.  “You know I don’t mean what I say.”

“That you’re the boss?  You don’t mean that?”  Katie raises an eyebrow, her blue eyes focused firmly on her husband.

“Yeah.  I don’t mean it.  I love you, honey.”  He puts an arm around her.

She sighs.  “Well, I don’t know.  You might have a honey-do list waiting for you at home later.  I have to be certain that you don’t think yourself too high and mighty for that sort of work, Dev.”  Katie loves putting the knife in and twisting.  I enjoy watching it happen, too.  “Be good, sweetie.”  She gives him a kiss on the cheek before turning and walking back to join her friends.

“Fuck,” Devin says as he looks over at me.  “You are going to get me killed one of these days when you do that.”

I laugh.  “Nah.  I’ll just make sure Katie keeps you in line.”  Brenton and I have a laugh at his expense as Aiden and Luther finally walk up to us.

“I hear there’s a cookout going on here,” Aiden says with a smile.  

“Hey, man, good to see you.”  Brenton reaches over and shakes Aiden’s hand.  We all do the same as we greet Luther as well.  

“Thanks for the invite.  I was a little surprised, though,” Luther adds to the conversation.  “I’m all the way in Washington state.  Did you really think that I would come?”

“Why not?” I ask as I pat him on the shoulder.  “A party wouldn’t be a party without you, buddy.  We would be without our legendary panty-raiding cowboy.”

“Ah, shit,” Luther says while
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