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Team History: Inception and Early Years
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●  The Arizona Diamondbacks were established in 1998, making them one of the youngest teams in Major League Baseball.

●  The team won their first game against the Colorado Rockies.

●  By 2001, just in their fourth season, they secured the World Series title.

●  They were the fastest expansion team in the history of major American sports to win a championship.

●  The name "Diamondbacks" is derived from the Western diamondback rattlesnake, native to the Arizona region.

●  Arizona was awarded an expansion franchise in 1995, three years before they began play.

●  Their inaugural season was in 1998, and they played their first game on March 31 against the Colorado Rockies.

●  In their first season, the D-Backs finished with a record of 65-97.

●  The team's original colors were purple, black, teal, and copper.

●  Their first-ever draft pick was first baseman Travis Lee.

●  The Diamondbacks' first manager was Buck Showalter.

●  In 1999, just their second season, the team won the National League West division.

●  Their initial seasons were played at Bank One Ballpark, now known as Chase Field.

●  The team's first winning season came in 1999, with a record of 100-62.

●  In their inaugural season, they drew over 3.6 million fans to their home games.

●  The Diamondbacks clinched their first playoff spot in 1999.

●  By 2002, the Diamondbacks had already won three National League West titles.

●  Arizona's 2001 World Series victory came against the storied New York Yankees.

●  Randy Johnson and Curt Schilling shared the World Series MVP in 2001.

●  The D-Backs became the first team to enter the postseason in a season immediately following a 100-loss season.

●  Arizona's 2001 squad was filled with veterans, with an average team age of 32.

●  Luis Gonzalez was one of the team's star players in the early years, hitting a dramatic game-winning single in Game 7 of the 2001 World Series.

●  By the end of their fifth season in 2002, the Diamondbacks had already accumulated over 400 wins.

●  The team faced early financial challenges despite on-field success and was rumored to have considered bankruptcy in the early 2000s.

●  By their 10th anniversary in 2008, the Diamondbacks had already won five division titles.
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Team Mascot: Origins and Evolution
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●  The Arizona Diamondbacks' primary mascot is named "D. Baxter the Bobcat."

●  Baxter was introduced to the public in 2000.

●  The "D" in D. Baxter stands for "Diamondbacks."

●  His jersey number is "00" which signifies the year he was introduced.

●  He is often seen riding around Chase Field on an ATV during games.

●  Baxter was supposedly a season ticket holder who was transformed into a bobcat after being "bitten by a rattlesnake."

●  The mascot's design and creation was the result of a letter from a young fan suggesting the team needed a mascot.

●  This young fan was Jay Bell's son, and Jay Bell was a key player for the Diamondbacks at the time.

●  Baxter has his own den in the stadium called "Baxter's Den" where fans can visit during the game.

●  D. Baxter has a special birthday celebration at a game every year.

●  The bobcat mascot also makes regular appearances in the Arizona community, visiting schools, hospitals, and participating in events.

●  Baxter's presence isn't limited to games; he's appeared on local television broadcasts and in promotional materials for the team.

●  The mascot has participated in the MLB All-Star Game Mascot Home Run Derby.

●  D. Baxter is known for his playful antics with the crowd, especially with opposing team fans.

●  Over the years, Baxter's appearance has undergone slight changes, though retaining the core bobcat look.

●  The mascot also has his own set of merchandise, ranging from plush toys to clothing.

●  He regularly participates in "Mascot Races" during games.

●  Baxter is known for his dance-offs with security guards during games, much to the amusement of fans.

●  His favorite snack? A Diamondbacks' hot dog, of course!

●  In promotional events, Baxter is often paired with young fans, emphasizing the team's family-friendly image.

●  D. Baxter has been seen rappelling from the rafters of Chase Field during games.

●  Over the years, Baxter has made friends with other MLB mascots but also has playful rivalries.

●  D. Baxter has been part of special themed nights at the stadium, including "Star Wars Night" and "Superhero Night."

●  Baxter even has his own baseball card in mascot sets.

●  The bobcat is not just the face of the team but is a representative, having been involved in numerous charity events and initiatives on behalf of the Diamondbacks.
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