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“Spring is when life’s alive in everything.”

Christina Rossetti

CROSSWORD #1

Answers on p. 144
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Across

1 Fork – into beds to prepare them for planting (7)

7 Chinese – tree is a common name for Hovenia dulcis (6)

8 Variety of elder with dark purple-black foliage from spring to autumn (5)

9 These red salad fruits can be sown under cloches in March (8)

11 Flower cluster formed of several flower heads directly attached to a long stem (5)

12 Familiar wild blooms with scarlet saucer-shaped petals (7)

14 Japanese – tree is a name for Styphnolobium japonicum (6)

17 Tall slender grasses that thrive in wet habitats (5)

19 The seeds or fruits of cereal plants (6)

20 Build one of these to provide a wildlife haven (3,4)

21 March is a good time to spread – around roses (6)

22 These parts of a tomato plant are vulnerable to rot, blight and mould (5)

Down

1 Tall netted structures that protect fruit bushes from birds (5)

2 Ipomoea is commonly called – glory (7)

3 Describes a leaf that is shaped like an egg (5)

4 – back old shoots of perennials left for winter interest (4)

5 – and divide congested border plants (4)

6 Campion is a common name for this large, diverse genus (6)

10 Genus of shrubs including emerald fern and sicklethorn (9)

12 Biennial herb with nutritious, tangy, curly or flat leaves (7)

13 Genus of plants with brightly coloured foliage, also known as blood leaf or beef plant (7)

15 Describes a plant without an underground root system (6)

16 – basilicum is the formal name for basil (6)

18 Plants such as ferns and mosses reproduce from spores rather than – (5)

CROSSWORD #2

Answers on p. 145
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Across

1 March is the month to plant – canes and other soft fruits (9)

7 Describes a soil with a pH value below 7.0 (4)

8 – rot is a fungal disease of apples and other fruit trees (5)

9 The seed-bearing head of a cereal plant (3)

10 The huge globe-shaped blooms of Allium ‘Purple –’ are irresistible to bees (4)

11 Potato and tomato belong to this diverse plant genus (7)

13 Sow – peas in early spring for a pretty summer display (5)

16 Common name for galega (5,3)

19 ‘Lemon –’ is a sunflower with masses of large blooms (5)

20 Himalayan – is an attractive but invasive non-native plant (6)

21 Eranthis hyemalis is also known as winter – (7)

22 Prunus –, or Japanese apricot, has fragrant white and pink blooms in early spring (4)

23 Philadelphus is commonly called mock – (6)

Down

1 Spring-blooming shrub known as flowering currant (5)

2 The stump or base of a plant cut down to promote new growth (5)

3 Long curved yellow fruits with soft pulpy flesh (7)

4 The rhubarb genus (5)

5 Common name for achillea (6)

6 Lift and – spring bulbs such as crocus after flowering (6)

12 Latin name meaning scented, as in Lathyrus – (8)

13 Genus of tall fast-growing trees native to California (7)

14 Oenothera is better known as – primrose (7)

15 – cloches can be used to warm soil and protect rows of growing seedlings (6)

17 – hyacinth is a name for Muscari comosum (7)

18 Potato variety with a round oval shape, red skin and creamy flesh (6)

WORD WHEEL

Answers on p. 146
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Make as many six-letter words as you can using letters from the wheel (excluding proper nouns, plurals acceptable), all containing the letter in the centre. Target: 6

Now use all the letters in the wheel to spell out a tree with lovely spring blossom.

HIDDEN DANGER

Answers on p. 146

There are many threats to young shoots and seedlings as they grow. If you answer the clues below correctly, the highlighted letters will spell out a lurking menace.



	[image: ]	A cheerful spring bloomer

	[image: ]	A feathered garden visitor

	[image: ]	A sap-sucking pest

	[image: ]	A bearded beauty

	[image: ]	A fungal problem




STEP-BY-STEP (easy)

Answers on p. 147

By changing one letter each time to make a new word, can you transform a SEED into a LEAF?
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LOSING THE PLOT

Answers on p. 147

Many veg crops can be sown outdoors in March and April. Use each letter in the grid once to spell out six plot staples

[image: ]
CROSSWORD #3

Answers on p. 148
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Across

1 March is the month to plant crowns of this plot delicacy, grown for its edible spears (9)

7 – seed potatoes at least four weeks before planting out (4)

8 Marginal aquatic perennial producing showy, fragrant waterlily-like blooms (7)

9 Small bulb-like structure in a leaf axil that may fall to form a new plant (6)

10 Rhizomatous perennial with erect plumes of tiny blooms (7)

11 Trees belonging to the quercus genus (4)

12 Fungal infections in crop plants such as tomatoes (4,4)

15 Sweet fleshy tropical fruit, popular as a chutney (5)

17 – palm is a name for Yucca filamentosa (6)

20 The broom genus (7)

21 Bergamot has many names, including – tea (6)

22 This showy succulent is the source of tequila and mezcal (5)

Down

1 Start to prepare beds for sowing hardy – (7)

2 Use sheets of this to warm soil for early sowings (9)

3 Type of rose with long arching stems, ideal for training over fences or walls (7)

4 – thistle is a name for echinops (5)

5 Genus of spring-blooming bulbs better known as squill (6)

6 Bulbous beauties that represent purity, innocence and rebirth (6)

11 Genus of deciduous ferns including royal fern (7)

13 Mahonia aquifolium is also called – grape (6)

14 This relative of celery and parsley produces aromatic, edible leaves in spring (6)

16 Deciduous tree also known as tupelo (5)

18 Heart’s – is a traditional name for Viola tricolor (4)

19 Cute wild mammal not so welcome on the allotment (4)

CROSSWORD #4

Answers on p. 149
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Across

1 Heavy sets of these soft, fuzzy fruits may need thinning out (7)

7 Acid-loving plants such as 2 may need treating with – fertiliser (6)

8 Hang yellow sticky – in the greenhouse to catch whitefly (5)

9 – birch is a chilly name for Betula nana (6)

10 Magnolia ‘– Cru’ has deep pink globe-shaped spring blooms (7)

11 – annua has many names, including pheasant’s eye (6)

12 Clump-forming perennials grown for their bold foliage (6)

15 Use – compost for planting pots, trays and baskets (7)

18 – pit in apples is a disorder caused by calcium deficiency (6)

20 Phlox maculata variety whose fragrant white blooms have a pinkish-red eye (5)

22 – mallow is a common name for abutilon (6)

23 – manicata is better known as giant rhubarb (7)

Down

1 April is a good month to – rooted cuttings and seedlings (3,2)

2 These showy spring bloomers are related to rhododendrons (7)

3 Bristly locust is a quirky name for Robinia – (7)

4 One-seeded fruit with papery ‘wings’, as in maple and elm (6)

5 – the soft growing tips of fuchsias to encourage bushy side shoots (5,3)

6 Method of propagation by splitting a plant into parts (8)

13 These pungent-tasting alliums are a staple of every kitchen (6)

14 Pick off dead flowerheads from – bulbs (6)

16 Sharp point on the stem of a rose, for example (5)

17 Rhododendron ‘– Koster’ has fragrant rose-pink blooms with splashes of yellow (5)

19 – out crowded seedlings to give others room to grow (4)

21 – aurantiaca is an evergreen epiphytic orchid (3)

SOW SECRET

Answers on p. 150

Here are eight tools and other items needed in spring to prepare soil, sow seeds and plant bulbs – but numbers have replaced the letters. Can you crack the code?
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STEP-BY-STEP (challenging)

Answers on p. 150

By changing one letter each time to make a new word, can you transform BLUE into BELL?
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HIDDEN BEAUTIES

Answers on p. 151

Use each letter in the grid once to spell out six flowers that are the essence of spring.
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BLOOMING CONFUSING

Answers on p. 151

Can you unscramble the anagrams to spell out four spring-flowering favourites?



	FOLD IF SAD	

	SAM IN GOAL	

	FAIRY HOSTS	

	ROLF WAS WELL	




CROSSWORD #5

Answers on p. 152
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Across

1 Protect these leafy plot staples from pests by placing cardboard collars around the stems (9)

7 Laying – is the easiest way to create a new lawn (4)

8 Genus of clump-forming plants known as goat’s beard (7)

9 An old name for malva (6)

10 It provides support for tall perennials (5)

12 Hypericum calycinum is better known as rose of – (6)

14 A name for acacia (6)

17 Spray 18 trees with calcium – to prevent bitter pit (7)

20 The colour of hydrangea blooms grown in acid soil (4)

21 – Cottage is garden expert Carol Klein’s home base (5)

22 Mangetout and sugarsnap are types of this (3)

23 Raspberry ‘Malling –’ is early fruiting with a sweet flavour (4)

24 ‘Seven –’ rose is named for its double blooms of varying shades (7)

Down

1 Hardy veg such as broad – can be sown outdoors in April (5)

2 – reptans is commonly called bugle (5)

3 Opportunistic shoots that arise from the roots of plants (7)

4 – atrosanguineus produces chocolate-scented blooms (6)

5 Hemerocallis ‘– de Oro’ is a popular variety of daylily (6)

6 – and transplant seedlings grown in a seed tray when they have their first pair of leaves (5,3)

11 Spring-flowering perennial known as wake robin (8)

13 Cold frames with soil warmed by manure, helping to accelerate seed germination (3,4)

15 ‘– Thornless’ is a popular blackberry variety (6)

16 – trumpets is a name for brugmansia (6)

18 Fruit whose trees have white or pink spring blossom (5)

19 Rhododendron ‘Nancy –’ has amber-yellow spring blooms (5)

CROSSWORD #6

Answers on p. 153
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Across

1 May is a good time to – potatoes to encourage higher yields (5,2)

7 Immature insects such as leatherjackets that can cause problems to plants (6)

8 Check these for excessive algae and floating weeds (5)

9 ‘Early –’ is a popular carrot variety ideal for early sowing (6)

10 Aromatic herb also called wild marjoram (7)

12 Genus of fruit trees with white spring blossom (5)

14 Plant up a hanging – for instant spring colour (6)

16 – heavy crops of tree fruits in early summer (4,3)

18 – palmatum has colourful spring foliage (4)

20 Describes a soil that is neither acid nor alkaline (7)

21 – onion is a popular, easy to grow salad crop (6)

22 A name for nepeta (6)

Down

1 Genus of plants, shrubs and succulents known as spurge (9)

2 Pinch off strawberry – as they develop to ensure robust growth (7)

3 Perennial favourite with lush foliage, also called plantain lily (5)

4 Flore – is a Latin name meaning double-flowered (5)

5 ‘– Smith’ apples are a popular choice for baking and cooking (6)

6 Tool for smoothing and levelling soil ready for planting (4)

11 Use this to protect soft fruits from birds (7)

12 – veris is the formal name for cowslip (7)

13 The soil area occupied by the roots of a plant (4,3)

15 – japonica has bright yellow blooms from mid-spring (6)

17 This bulbous perennial is an icon of spring (5)

19 – primrose is a name for streptocarpus (4)

WORDSEARCH

Answers on p. 154
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Can you find the 12 hidden words associated with spring?

BEE BLOSSOM BLUEBELL BUD BULBS CATKIN COWSLIP CUCKOO NESTBOX PRIMROSE SEEDLING TADPOLE

MIX AND MATCH

Answers on p. 155

Here are four plants that brighten the spring garden – but they’ve got a bit muddled. Can you match the correct genus and species to each picture?
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Myosotis
vulgaris Magnolia
sylvatica

[image: ]
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Pulsatilla
nivalis Galanthus
stellata

[image: ]
CROSSWORD #7

Answers on p. 156
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Across

1 Sow insect-loving – egg plant at Easter to flower in summer (7)

7 Quercus rubra is better known as – (3,3)

8 Hang yellow sticky – in the greenhouse to catch flying pests such as whitefly (5)

9 ‘– Wonder’ is a pea variety ideal for smaller gardens (8)

11 Collect hellebore – from ripe pods for sowing (5)

12 ‘Purpurascens’ is a fine example of – regalis (7)

15 Callistephus is commonly called China – (5)

17 Chinese rhubarb is a name for – palmatum (5)

18 Helleborus × hybridus is better known as – rose (6)

19 Summer bloomer with deep blue tubular flowers (7)

20 Geum –, or water avens, flowers in late spring (6)

21 The alder genus (5)

Down

1 Feed strawberries in May with a high – feed (6)

2 Pick off faded flowers from these showy spring bloomers (7)

3 The dry outer coverings of some fruits and seeds (5)

4 Shallow lines in soil ready for sowing seeds (6)

5 Iris sibirica ‘Silver –’ bears purple blooms in late spring (4)

6 Starchy cereal obtained from the powdered pith of the – palm (4)

10 This bright yellow weed is a familiar sight in lawns (9)

12 Large round juicy citrus fruits (7)

13 – leuconeura is known as the prayer plant as it folds its leaves at night (7)

14 The seeds of Prunus dulcis (7)

15 Shrub with glossy leaves and masses of scented tubular flowers in pink, white or cerise (6)

16 Rhododendron ‘– Beauty’ has rich red blooms in late spring (6)

CROSSWORD #8

Answers on p. 157
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Across

1 Plant this fragrant bloomer to attract beneficial insects to the plot (7)

7 Fruits of the oak (6)

8 Chinese – is a name for Physalis alkekengi (7)

9 Plant out – tubers in May for a colourful midsummer display (6)

10 Ubiquitous herb widely used as a garnish (7)

12 Sunny spring weather helps this to thrive in ponds (5)

14 Hedera colchica is also known as – ivy (7)

17 Fuchsia ‘– Maid’ is a bushy plant with white sepals and corolla (5)

19 Threadlike appendages that help plants to climb (8)

20 Genus of evergreen shrubs known as heaths and heathers (5)

21 Tall evergreen trees belonging to the abies genus (4)

22 The centre of a flower (3)

23 – head rhododendron blooms in spring to promote healthy growth (4)

Down

1 Colourful spring bulbs whose cup-shaped blooms come in a variety of forms (6)

2 Narcissus ‘– and Lime’ has large pale yellow blooms (3)

3 Decorative support for clematis and other climbers (7)

4 Type of soil that dries out quickly and is low in nutrients (5)

5 Hang pheromone traps in fruit trees to control pests like codling – (4)

6 Prunus – is commonly called Fuji cherry (6)

11 Evergreen herb whose leaves yield a bitter oil (3)

12 The liquorice-flavoured seeds of Pimpinella anisum (7)

13 Very old group of roses comprising short bushy shrubs (7)

14 Genus of ferns known as brake (6)

15 Salad plant grown for its peppery-tasting root (6)

16 Popular colourful blooms grown from bulb or rhizome (6)

18 Pulmonaria variety with clear pale blue spring flowers (4)

CROSSWORD #9

Answers on p. 158
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Across

1 Sow – plants in the plot to attract beneficial insects or ward off pests (9)

7 The gorse genus (4)

8 Type of pea that is eaten whole, including the pod (9)

9 Eliminate this mat-forming invader from lawns (4)

11 Myrrhis – is better known as








Down














CROSSWORD #10
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Across















Down
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