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    To my loving husband, Craig John Ferguson, who has played the greatest part in my becoming who I am.Outside of my relationship with God and our children. You are the most important person in my life, my greatest supporter, and my best friend.
I say to you words that only you understand: "Hey You."

      

    


Pre-Journey Observations from the Author
Before we step into this journey together, let me share a personal story that, for me, captures the essence of what it means to miss the move of God by not understanding His timing.
Recently, my husband was returning home from a conference in Houston, Texas, and was scheduled to land in California. He texted me saying, “I’ll be landing at 12:30, so you can pick me up at the airport then.” Now, as we all know, Houston and California operate in different time zones, but in my eagerness and in the confusion of time conversion, I asked him, “Will you be landing at 12:30 Houston time (Central Standard Time), or is it 12:30 in California time (Pacific Standard Time)?”
This is a small detail, but if my understanding was off, my timing would be off. If I arrived at Burbank Airport based on Central Standard Time, I’d be hours early or hours late. My husband would either be left waiting, pacing around the airport, frustrated, or I would miss his arrival altogether.
This is precisely what it means to miss the move of God due to misaligned discernment. If we don’t understand His timing, we risk being out of sync with what He’s doing. When our spiritual discernment is off, we can end up at the wrong “place” spiritually or emotionally, arriving either too early or too late. This delay not only affects our own journey but also those God has connected to our path. Just as my confusion would have inconvenienced my husband, when we miss God’s timing, it impacts those who are meant to intersect with us at the right moment.
Imagine this in a spiritual sense: God sends someone into your life with a purpose, but because your discernment is off, you miss the connection, causing delays—not only for yourself but for others as well. When we fail to recognize the move of God, we miss out on the blessings, support, and purpose that He intended to release through others. God’s timing is precise, and He often sends people, opportunities, and signs to guide us toward His purpose. But if we’re not spiritually attuned, we miss the moment, causing frustration, delays, and missed opportunities.
This brings me to another story, one that you may have heard, about a man trapped in a flood.
The floodwaters began to rise in his hometown, and as the water reached his front steps, a neighbor arrived with a boat and shouted, “Hop in! I’ll take you to safety!” But the man waved him off, saying, “No, I’m trusting God to save me.”
Soon, the waters rose to the second floor, and another boat came by. “Get in!” they urged. Again, he declined, saying, “No, God will save me.”
Finally, the water forced him onto the roof, and a helicopter hovered above, dropping a ladder. He waved them away, saying once more, “I trust that God will save me.” Eventually, the waters rose so high that the man drowned.
When he stood before God, he asked, “Lord, why didn’t You save me? I had so much faith that You would rescue me.” God replied, “Who do you think sent the boats and the helicopter?”
This story is a vivid reminder that God’s help often comes in ways we may not expect. Sometimes, His answers are right in front of us, but we’re too focused on our own understanding, expecting something more obvious, more dramatic. When we miss these “boats” and “helicopters” that God sends, we’re not only ignoring His help but failing to recognize His movement in our lives.
Both of these stories emphasize an important truth: spiritual discernment requires us to stay sensitive to God’s timing, to be open to His unexpected methods, and to trust that He is moving—even if it doesn’t look the way we imagined. As you journey through this book, keep this truth in mind: discerning the move of God in real time is about tuning our spiritual eyes and ears to His signals, letting go of our assumptions, and aligning ourselves with His timing and purpose.
In this journey, my hope is that we’ll develop the awareness to recognize God’s work in others and in our lives as it happens—not after the fact. May we become people who, through sharpened discernment, never miss God’s timing and always arrive at His appointed place for us, fully prepared and spiritually attuned.
Introduction: Recognizing God’s Work in Real-Time
Setting the Stage: The Crisis of Belated Recognition
Human nature has an unfortunate tendency to recognize beauty, purpose, and divine value only after it’s gone. How often have we found ourselves saying, “If only I’d known,” or “I wish I’d appreciated them sooner”? This delayed appreciation appears in many forms, from admiring the beauty of a flower only after it’s plucked to mourning the loss of a person’s presence and gifts only after they’re gone.
Why do we wait until a person has left our lives to value them? Why do we cling to negative impressions of others based on hearsay, gossip, or misjudgments, instead of seeing them with open eyes and discerning spirits? This introduction sets the tone for the entire book by diving into the human struggle with recognizing God’s work and purpose in real time.
As we progress, we’ll explore stories and examples—both Biblical and secular—that reveal this pattern of belated recognition and uncover the reasons behind it. We’ll question why, despite being called to live with spiritual awareness, we sometimes fail to see God’s purpose in others until it’s seemingly “too late.”
The Power of Missed Opportunities
At the heart of this struggle lies a truth: each of us is placed here with a purpose, a specific calling, and unique gifts. Sometimes, these gifts are readily visible, but often
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