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Description

Nestled at the northern tip of Ripley County, Indiana, Batesville's origins begin with the construction of the Napoleon/Brookville Road, Teunis Amack's Well and the need for a railroad connecting Indianapolis Indiana and Cincinnati, Ohio. A Road, a Well and a Train is the history of the birth, growth and institutions of Batesville, Indiana.
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Author Note

The author has relied heavily on a prior two volume history, Minnie Wycoff’s Builders of a City, which she wrote in the early 1930’s. 

Minnie Stewart Wycoff (August 11, 1874 - August 28, 1941)

The daughter of Civil War veteran John A. Stewart, Minnie was native to Cross Plains, Indiana. She attended Brown Township schools as a girl and enrolled in Moore’s Hill College. After graduation, she worked as a teacher in Brown, Delaware, Otter Creek and Jackson Townships. She married Albert B. Wycoff in 1896. The couple moved to Batesville in 1908, where she continued her career as a teacher. During World War I she served as Director of Women's Work for the Ripley County Red Cross. Her work with the Red Cross included supervising the Ripley County Junior Red Cross. She also worked as the War Mother Historian and chaired the Ripley County Historical Society. She authored the book Ripley County's Part in the World War, 1917-1918 and wrote a pageant titled The Weaving of Ripley County, a Pageant Covering 110 Years of History. She directed the performance of this pageant, which occurred at the Ripley County Fairgrounds in 1927. Wycoff wrote the two volume Builders of a City under the patronage of Batesville industrialist George M. Hillenbrand, beginning in the 1930's. This work included uncounted hours of research in newspapers and interviews with older residents. She had not completed this work when her benefactor passed away in 1935, after which she stored the manuscript in a drawer, unseen, until its discovery in the 1980's. Wycoff collaborated with Charlie Wessler to write a history of the Whitewater Canal. She also wrote poetry and short stories.
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Introduction

Written by Paul R. Wonning

Many think of history as merely a bunch of dates they are forced to remember. But history is much more than dates. It is a compilation of events, each one of which may seem insignificant, but when weighed with other happenings all add up to something significant. And so it is with the history of Batesville.

Platting the Town

Batesville was platted on November 3, 1853. This historic first chapter in the history of the town was dependent upon a number of other events happening first. There are three factors which are pertinent in the founding of Batesville – the building of a road, the digging of a well, and the construction of a railroad. The road in question was the Napoleon/Brookville Road. Teunis Amack settled on a farm he purchased along this road in 1836. He dug a well and lined it with square cut logs. And then there was the train, which needed the well to service the steam engines in use at the time, which influenced the rail officials to not only build a station at the well, but to found a settlement. If not for the convergence of these three events, the site probably would never have been chosen for a town. The site Batesville occupies was, at the time of settlement, a swampy, heavily forested tract which even the Indians avoided. Not only did these three things have to happen, other diverse events influenced the settlement of the area. The British, possessors of this land at the time of the Revolution, would have to be dispossessed. And the various Indian tribes, occupiers of the land for many hundreds of years, would have to be displaced. So how did this all come about? And how did the town come into existence?

Answers

For the answer to these questions and more, sit back, relax, and read the following tale of the road, the well and the train.

The Steam Engine

We will start with the development of the steam engine, as this apparatus was an integral part of the railroad. A Greek, Hero of Alexandria, built the first operating steam device around the first century AD. It was called the aeolipile, and it consisted of a hollow ball mounted on two metal tubes in such a way that the ball could turn, using the tubes as axles. Two additional tubes exited the ball, perpendicular to the axles. These tubes were bent at about a ninety degree angle. The axle tubes were connected to a boiler which supplied steam to the ball when the water in the boiler was heated. The steam exited the ball through the vent tubes, causing the ball to spin. The aeolipile was considered a toy by the ancient world and no practical application was ever found for it. 

The Steam Pump

The first important step in steam driven mechanical power needed for the development of the railroad came in 1705. Coal was an important source of heat for homes and businesses at this time. And this coal had to be mined. Coal mines, since they are underground, have the unfortunate habit of collecting water. In pre-industrial times, removing this water was a major problem. An English military engineer named Thomas Newcomen solved this problem with his invention of the steam powered suction pump. This pump, it was found, could also supply water to large buildings. The reciprocating action of the engine limited it to pumping water.

Sun and Planet

James Watt began a twenty five year career in improvements to this pump in 1764 when he was called on to repair a Newcomen engine. The “sun and planet” gear system he devised in 1781 changed the engines reciprocating movement, to a rotary one. This improvement, combined with many others which Mr. Watt conceived, led to a whole host of applications for the new steam engine. The development of the steam engine led to the Industrial Revolution and the dawn of a new era in human history. 

Railways

Railways also have roots deep in our history. The first ‘railways’ constructed consisted of wooden planks placed on the ground over which wagons were pulled by horses or oxen. The wooden rails allowed easier rolling of the wheels, since the roads of that era were mud in which heavily laden wagons tended to get stuck. One early railroad of this type was in Leberthal, Alsace about 1550. These early railways were actually called “tramways”. The Romans before this also constructed tramways using stone pavers. Improvements were made over time to include adding flanges to the wagon wheels to keep them on the rails and make them self-steering. Crossties were added to the rails to help the rails stay parallel to each other. 

These railways were mostly used in mining operations to aid in moving heavy loads of ore. The wooden rails allowed faster, easier movement of heavier loads than could be transported on the rutted mud roads common during that period. 

A railroad of this type was constructed near Shelbyville, Indiana. It was approximately one and one quarter miles in length and had oak rails. A horse path paralleled the rail line, as the coaches were horse drawn. It was built by Judge W. J. Peaslee and a successful experimental run was made with a great deal of celebration on July 4, 1834. This little stretch of railroad was the first known railroad built west of the Allegheny Mountains. There will be a bit more about this railway later in the story. 

The Steam Engine

The development of the steam engine from simple pumping machine to the more useful engine devised by James Watt in 1781 provided a revolutionary new power source, as before mankind depended upon human or animal muscle to perform its work. The new devices were soon put to work in factories and other industrial areas to perform work for their human masters. The Watt engine was too heavy and worked under too low a pressure to be practical for anything but stationary work. 

The Locomotive

It was left to a man named Richard Trevithick to develop a high pressure steam engine, and after it the first useful steam locomotive. His engine was lighter and more compact. By 1803 he built the first one, dubbed the New Castle, and on February 21, 1804 put it to its first test. It hauled ten tons of iron ore and seventy men on a tramway for a distance of ten miles. Two other engines were built by Trevithick from 1803 - 1808. The limiting factor for these engines was the iron rails in use at the time which couldn't support large, heavy engines. 

The Steam Powered Railroad

By 1825 George Stephenson ran the first commercial passenger train. On September 27 of that year his locomotive, the Locomotion, pulled 450 passengers from Darlington to Stockton, England at 15 MPH. This event marked the beginning of the steam powered railroad as a true transportation method. In 1829, he built the Rocket, which could travel 36 MPH.

From Iron to Steel

The iron produced at the time simply could not handle the weight of these early locomotives. It would be left to steel making pioneers like Englishmen Abraham Darby and Henry Bessemer to develop high quality steel with the strength to hold these engines. An Englishman named Robert Forester Mushet laid the first steel rails in 1857 that proved durable enough to hold larger engines allowing manufacturers to build larger locomotives that could pull heavier loads. 

Possession by Native Tribes

At the time of the Revolutionary War the land which was to become Indiana was a wilderness occupied by Indians, ruled by the British King. Had this situation not changed, settlement would have been delayed into this area. So, for Indiana to become a state and Batesville to come into existence this land had to be taken from the British and the Indians had to relinquish it. The first part of this scenario was played out by Lieutenant Colonel George Rogers Clark and his band of soldiers.

Capture of Vincennes

During the summer of 1778 George Rogers Clark captured the British garrisons at Cahokia and Kaskaskia Illinois and Vincennes, Indiana. The British recaptured Vincennes following Clark’s departure from the area and settled in for the winter. Clark and his hardy force of men marched across the flooded southern Indiana countryside in February, 1779. They surprised the British force at Vincennes, taking them prisoner and regained this important strategic outpost for the Colonials. This and other activity by Clark in the region allowed the newly formed nation to claim the Illinois Country as a spoil of war during the peace negotiations in Paris which ended the Revolutionary War on Sep 3, 1783. 

Losantiville

Cincinnati also played an important part of Batesville’s history, as it was one of the major points on the railroad’s route. George Rogers Clark built temporary fortifications on the site in 1780 as part of his extensive operations against Indian tribes fighting for the British in the Revolutionary War. Revolutionary War soldiers received land grants as part of their pay for service, and John Cleves Symmes had received a grant which included this plot of land after the war. In 1788 a group of citizens purchased 740 acres of land from Mr. Symmes for the purpose of laying out a settlement. In 1789 these citizens laid out the town, naming it Losantiville. This name was an anagram formed from the French and Latin words for "city opposite the mouth of the Licking River. The village was renamed Cincinnati, in honor of the Society of the Cincinnatus in 1790.

Possession by the United States

The end of hostilities of the Revolutionary War came in 1781 with the surrender of the British under Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia. The Illinois Country was ceded by Great Britain to the newly formed United States by the Treaty of Paris. The territory comprised 265,878 square miles, and would have the five states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin and the eastern section of Minnesota carved out of it. The United States claimed the territory as a "spoil of war" on the basis of George Rogers Clark capturing it during the Revolution. The United States provided no government to the territory until the Ordinance of 1787 passed Congress. 

Northwest Territory

This ordinance created the Northwest Territory. Its provisions stated, among other things, that at least three and no more than five states would arise in it, there was to be no slavery there, and that once an area reached a free population of 60,000, it could apply for statehood. In July 1800, the Northwest Territory was broken off to become the State of Ohio in 1803. The remainder was called the Indiana Territory. In 1805, the Michigan Territory was broken off, 1809 the Illinois Territory was formed, and the final Territory of Wisconsin was formed in 1836. The Territorial Capitol was the old French town of Vincennes on the Wabash River, and General Arthur St. Clair was the first territorial governor. Clarksville was the first settlement begun in the Northwest Territory by United States citizens and was founded in 1784 on the banks of the Ohio River.

Battle of Fallen Timbers

At the time the Treaty of Paris was signed in 1783, ending the Revolutionary War, the new United States took control of the vast Northwest Territory. Various Indian tribes lived here at this time. There was eternal conflict between the Indians, who were defending their land, and the encroaching whites, who wanted the land. The conflict reached a climax on August 20, 1793. A fierce battle between the Indian tribes and forces of General "Mad" Anthony Wayne was fought. This was the "Battle of Fallen Timbers", in which the Indians were defeated. 

Greenville Treaty

One year later the tribes gathered at Greenville, Ohio to sign the Greenville Treaty. The terms of the treaty gave the United States claim to all land east of a line drawn from the point where the Kentucky River emptied into the Ohio River north to Fort Recovery. The United States agreed to pay the Miami, Ottawa, Chippewa, and Pottawatomie tribes one thousand dollars, and to the Kakapo, Wea, Eel River, Piankeshaw, and Kaskaskia tribes, the amount of five hundred dollars each. The Indians were to receive this each year forever. After the signing of the treaty, the United States agreed to pay the tribes $20,000 initially, with the other payments coming annually. The Greenville Treaty was signed on August 3, 1784 by the various tribes and representatives of the United States government and was "to put an end to a destructive war, to settle all controversies, and to restore harmony and friendly intercourse between the said United States and Indian tribes". General Wayne hoped the treaty would hold "as long as the woods grow and waters run." Payment to the Indians would be in the form of goods which the Indians could use, and would be valued in accordance to what the merchandise or domestic animals were worth in the city the items were purchased. 

1796 Land Act

In 1796 the Land Act was passed by Congress, which provided for the sale of the lands procured from the Indians. The Republic desperately needed the money the sale of these lands would raise. The office of Surveyor General was created by this Act. Israel Ludlow was contracted to survey the Greenville Treaty Line by the first Surveyor General, Rufus Putnam. Mr. Putman began this labor in June 1797, eventually placing a marker post a mile apart along the entire distance of the treaty line. This treaty line now marks the eastern boundary of Ripley County. 

Brookville

Because it was one of the principal towns in the southeastern part of what was to become Indiana, Brookville also plays a part in this saga, as it was the northern terminus of the Napoleon/Brookville Road. Brookville's history begins with the arrival of a Moravian missionary, his wife, and another accompanying missionary on April 24, 1801. They encountered a group of Indian hunters camping at the forks of the Whitewater River. More settlers soon followed, Amos Sutler being the first settler in the town in 1803. Businesses to serve the needs of the settlers began to appear and included a paper mill, gristmill, and bank. Brookville's official plat was recorded in Lawrenceburg on August 8, 1808. A court house was built around 1811. Franklin County, named after Benjamin Franklin, took legal form on February 11, 1811. It became the seventh county formed in the Indiana Territory. The settlement of Brookville grew into a substantial town of 10,000 by 1820. Only Knox County, home of the old territorial capitol Vincennes, was larger. 

16th State

In 1816 Indiana gained admittance as the sixteenth state of the Union. It was fashioned from the southeastern section of the Indiana Territory, which had its capitol by this time in Corydon. The Indiana Territory had been organized from the much larger Northwest Territory, which was partitioned in 1800 by the US government when the Ohio Territory was separated off. The Indiana state capitol was established temporarily in Corydon, along the Ohio River in the extreme southern part of the state.

Ripley County

A statute by the Indiana State Legislature combined Ripley County with Jennings County until the two were able to be organized separately. The county was named after General Eleazer Wheelock Ripley, a hero of the War of 1812. The Indiana legislature authorized John Depauw and Charles Beggs and W.H. Eads to find a site for the seat for this newly formed county on January 7, 1818. . Their remuneration was to be $3.00 a day each for their labors. They selected a site overlooking the beautiful Laughery Valley in the central part of the county. They chose the name Versailles, after the home city of one of the three surveyors who picked the site - John DePauw of France. Four Indian tribes called Ripley County home in pre-settlement times - the Miami, Delaware, Potawatomi, and Shawnee each hunted in the area.

Napoleon

On February 9, 1820 the town of Napoleon was laid out by William Wilson It was the second town in Ripley County. Napoleon became the center of travel for this area during the 1820 - 1850 period. The Michigan Road connected it with Madison on the Ohio River. Brownstown Road, which earlier had been known as Berry's Trace, emanated towards the west. There were also roads to Versailles and Vevay. In 1821, the town had a weekly horseback mail route to Vevay. There was also stage coach service on the route between Indianapolis and Cincinnati. Napoleon was home to several inns and other vital businesses. It was one of the principal towns of the region, and it was growing.

Indianapolis

Also in 1820 the first settlers began moving into the White River area in the central part of Indiana. The first settlers here were drawn by the game and high quality timber in the region. Delaware Indians still remained in the area at this time. A delegation of commissioners appointed by the legislature began scouting the area to choose the location of the state capitol. Upon admission as a state, the Federal Government had bequeathed the state four sections, or four square miles of any unsold federal land, to use as a capitol. As a site near the geographic center of the state was desired, the White River area was an ideal location. Nothing was done in the matter of choosing a permanent location of the capitol from 1816 until 1820. A site was chosen, after much discussion and disagreement among the commissioners, on June 7, 1820. The legislature approved the site on January 6, 1821. A name for the new capitol was also a subject of much debate, and the legislature finally settled on a suggestion by Judge Jeremiah Sullivan, to call the new city Indianapolis or "City of Indiana" as designated by the Greek ending. Later that year, Marion County was formed and in 1825 the capitol was moved to Indianapolis. 

B & O Railroad to Golden Spike

The B & O (Baltimore & Ohio) railroad was the first public railroad in the United States and was chartered in 1827. It began operations in 1830 with thirteen miles of track. The first rail cars were pulled by horses. There were 23 total miles of rail lines in the United States in that year. By 1848 there were 5996 miles of track, mostly linking the cities on the east coast. During the 1850's, the average per year construction of track was about 2000 miles. By now, the interior of the country was connected to the east. A coast to coast railway was sorely needed. Construction was slowed by the Civil War, but this goal was reached when the Golden Spike was driven in at Promontory, Utah on May 10, 1869. 

The Napoleon Brookville Road

By 1830 the towns of Napoleon and Brookville had grown into two of the more important towns in the southeastern part of the state, and it was desired that a road be built between them. So the Napoleon/Brookville Road was surveyed and carved out of the wilderness. 

The road was authorized by an act of the Indiana State Legislature on February 2, 1832. Moses Corey of Laughery Township and James Hornback of Franklin County were appointed commissioners. They were to meet at Napoleon in May of 1832 on the third Monday to survey the road. In 1932 the road remained, Maplewood Avenue following its path, and the road running out past Tekulve Farms towards St. Mary’s. 

Teunis Amack

In 1836 Teunis Amack bought 120 acres of land in Ripley County along the Napoleon/Brookville Road. He built a log house, some buildings, and dug a well that he lined with square cut logs. The well was to be instrumental in the founding of the town of Batesville. His house stood just east of flour mill and it was still standing in 1954.

Stage Set

By the late 1840’s the stage was set and all the elements were in place. The new United States had acquired the Northwest Territory from the British and had driven the American Indians from the land. The state of Indiana had been established from a portion of this vast territory. The Napoleon/Brookville road connected its namesake towns. Teunis Amack had established a farm by the road and had dug his well. And a fine one it was, lined with logs and supplying plentiful water. Steam engines had been developed and put to use powering locomotives on the new rail lines which were springing up all over the nation. Indianapolis and Cincinnati were thriving young cities, and the need for a rail line between them was apparent. 

Dirt Roads

Roads at the time between Indianapolis and the Ohio River were only mud trails. A journey with a team of oxen or horses pulling a wagon with one to two tons of freight required fourteen to sixteen days to complete a round trip.

Madison and Indianapolis Railroad

The Madison and Indianapolis Railroad at this time was the major line between the southern part of the state and the state capitol. Goods arrived at Madison by riverboat and were taken by rail to Indianapolis. The men that ran the Madison and Indianapolis railroad were opposed to a direct line between Indianapolis and Cincinnati and did what they could to impede the proposed line. The M & I featured the steepest grade of rail line in the United States as it climbed laboriously out of the deep gorge formed by the Ohio River. One of the trails in Clifty Falls State Park follows a portion of the old rail line, and a tunnel used by the train can be hiked through with the aid of a flashlight. The locomotive specially developed for this rail line is on display at the Children’s Museum in Indianapolis.

Collapse of Plans

The aforementioned short line in Shelbyville in 1837 was supposed to be the forerunner of a line which would run from Indianapolis to Cincinnati, but financial problems caused plans to collapse before it could be built. 

Lawrenceburg and Upper Mississippi Railroad

After many starts and stops over the ensuing decades, progress was finally made on the building of a line when the Rushville And Lawrenceburg Railroad officially changed its name on April 1, 1850 to the Lawrenceburg and Upper Mississippi Railroad. This entity was now able to raise money and buy land for a rail line from Lawrenceburg to Indianapolis. But the struggle wasn’t over yet. Cincinnati business men were cool to the project, and much needed capital was hard to raise. Finally the president of the rail line, George H. Dunn wrote a letter to Nicholas Longworth, a leading businessman in Cincinnati, and convinced him of the need for the line. Finally Cincinnati business became interested in the project and funds were directed towards building the rail line. 

Rail Stations

Rail stations on these early lines were needed about every four or five miles. The first locomotives needed frequent stops to replenish both the cordwood which was used for fuel, and water for the boilers. This also allowed better service for freight and passengers. 

Rail Station Sites

Railroad station sites were selected at Morris, Huntersville, and New Point. Harvey Bates, in charge of railroad construction from Morris to New Point, rejected Huntersville as a station site because of the steep gradient just west of town. The early locomotives had a hard time starting up again if they were stopped on a hill. 

Platting the Town

Teunis Amack sold his holdings to Callahan Trust Company in 1852. John Callahan was the trustee of this company. A part of this farm was laid out in 45 lots, which comprise the original town. Bounded by Boehringer Street (originally North Street), Eastern Avenue (East Street), South Street, and on the west by the Quarter Section Line. The town was laid out parallel with the rail line – hence most streets run diagonal to a north/south line. The portions of the tract which were not platted were sold to John Hartman and Henry C. Albers. Joshua Bates, engineer and surveyor for the Callahan Trust Co. bought the first lot - #1. He built a house on the corner facing Depot Street and the railroad. The original rail line ran along present East Pearl Street. Portions of the line are still visible, especially along East Pearl Street in front of Romweber’s Factory and the Ritter Plant. Batesville's first industries located on this rail line.

A Train, A Road and a Well

The town was created at the point where the Napoleon/ Brookville road crossed the new rail line. It was here that Teunis Amack built a cabin and dug a well. And the railroad officials needed the well! And so, all the pieces come together – the road, the well, and the train!

Rail Service Complete

Rail service was completed in November, 1853. The first train ran through all the way to Indianapolis on November 1, 1853. The fare was three dollars, and the trip took six hours with speeds between 10 and 15 miles per hour. The railroad was called the Lawrenceburg and Upper Mississippi Railroad. By December 1 the name had been changed to the Indianapolis and Cincinnati Railroad.

Confusion About the Name

There is some confusion as to the origin of the name “Batesville”. The name could have been drawn from the name of the construction chief, Harvey Bates. Or the town could owe its name to the surveyor and head engineer Joshua Bates. Popular opinion has always favored Joshua Bates, as he did buy the first lot and lived here for a time. No one really knows for sure, though.

Immensely Important

The railroad was immensely important to the town. All of Batesville’s early industries located alongside it. And the immigrants who came to Batesville rode its rails into the growing town. The author’s ancestors, Herman and Elisa Wonning with their infant son August Henry, traveled into the town in December, 1853, shortly after the train commenced operations. 

German Settlement

The town drew most of its first citizens from Germany. The villages of Bramsche, Damme, and Ankurn. in northwestern Germany supplied most of the immigrants. For a more thorough discussion of the Germans coming to this country there are two websites which are excellent sources of information:

Germans To America

A History of Immigration to the Batesville Vicinity.

http://ingenweb.org/infranklin/pages/tier2/immigration4.html

The pages that follow tell us the story of Batesville, Indiana
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Prior to settlement, the wild lands of Indiana were home to an abundant population of wild animals living on land, in the streams and in the air. 

Rivers and Streams

The waterways of the state abounded with fish. Bluegill, bass, crappie, and many species of catfish inhabited the creeks and rivers. These and other edible fish provided a valuable addition to the pioneer diet.

For a complete list, visit this link:

http://www.indianawildlife.org/wildlife/native-fish-of-indiana/

Forests and Prairies

Many of the state's first explorers were fur traders that traded goods for fur bearing animals like beaver, mink, otter and fox with the Indians. Many other animals like white tailed deer, wild turkey, raccoon, rabbits and opossum roamed the forest floor. Squirrels frolicked in the trees and many species of bats flitted through the evening twilight. Predators like cougar, bobcat and wolves preyed on many of these animals, as well as the settler's livestock. 

For a complete list, visit this link:

http://www.indianawildlife.org/wildlife/native-mammals-of-indiana/

In the Air

Songbirds

Indiana settlers found a home that teamed with songbirds, hawks, owls, and other feathered inhabitants. Ducks, geese and other waterfowl swam on the waters. 

For a complete list, visit this link:

http://www.indianawildlife.org/wildlife/native-birds-of-indiana

Reptiles

Settlers also found an abundance of snakes, turtles and other reptiles, some of which were poisonous. 

For a complete list, visit this link:

http://www.indianawildlife.org/wildlife/native-reptiles-of-indiana

Amphibians

Frogs, salamanders, toads and other amphibians round out the list of wild animals found in the state. 

For a complete list, visit this link:

http://www.indianawildlife.org
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Pioneers arriving in the new land that would become Indiana found a wealth of native plants thriving in the forests, along streams and rivers; as well as the prairie regions of the northwestern part of the state. Native fruits like blackberry, crab apple, raspberry, strawberry and many others provided much needed food for the arriving settlers. Eaten fresh or preserved as jellies and jams, native fruits provided an important source of vitamin C. Others provided medicine for ailments that afflicted the new arrivals. Nut trees like walnut, hickory nut, butternut and others served as a valuable food source, as well. 

Some native fruit trees:

Pawpaw

Persimmon

Crabapple

Black Cherry

American Plum

Mulberries

Native Berries

Blackberries

Raspberries 

Dewberries 

Huckleberries

Native Shrubs

Southern Arrowwood, Viburnum dentatum 

Prickly Ash, Zanthoxylum americanum

Buttonbush, Cephalanthus occidentalis

Black Chokeberry, Aronia melanocarpa 

Gray Dogwood, Cornus racemosa

Silky Dogwood, Cornus amomum

Elderberry, Sambucus Canadensis

Blackhaw, Viburnum prunifolium

American Hazelnut, Corylus americana 

Nannyberry, Viburnum lentago

Common Ninebark, Physocarpus opulifolius

New Jersey Tea, Ceanothus americanus

Common Serviceberry, Amelanchier arborea

Spicebush, Lindera benzoin

Fragrant Sumac, Rhus aromatic

Smooth Sumac, Rhus glabra 

Staghorn Sumac, Rhus typhina 

Virginia Sweetspire, Itea virginica

Eastern Wahoo, Euonymus atropurpureus 

Common Winterberry, Ilex verticillata

Native Ferns

Bracken Fern, Pteridium aquilinum

Christmas Fern, Polystichum acrostichoides

Cinnamon Fern, Osmunda cinnamomea

Eastern Hay-scented Fern, Dennstaedtia punctilobula

Common Lady Fern, Athyrium filix-femina

Maidenhair Fern, Adiantum pedatum

Marginal Shield Fern, Dryopteris marginalis

New York Fern, Thelypteris noveboracensis

Royal Fern, Osmunda regalis

Shield Fern, Dryopteris carthusiana

Ostrich Fern, Matteuccia struthiopteris

Native Vines

Crossvine, Bignonia capreolata

Hedge Bindweed, Calystegia sepium

Trumpet Creeper, Campsis radicans

Cat Greenbrier, Smilax glauca 

Groundnut, Apios americana

Trumpet Honeysuckle, Lonicera sempervirens

Vasevine, Clematis viorna

Virgin’s Bower, Clematis virginiana 

Virginia Creeper, Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Woolly Dutchman's Pipe, Aristolochia tomentosa

Native Grasses

Switch Grass, Panicum virgatum

Indian Grass, Sorghastrum nutans

Little Bluestem, Schizachyrium scoparium

Big Bluestem, Andropogon gerardii

Side-Oats Grama, Bouteloua curtipendula

Junegrass, Koeleria macrantha

Indian Seaoats, Chasmanthium latifolium

Virginia Wild Rye, Elymus virginicus

Bottlebrush Grass, Elymus hystrix

Prairie Dropseed, Sporobolus heterolepis

Spring Wildflowers

The forest and prairie contained scores of spring blooming wild plants that brought beauty to the spring forestland. This is a partial list of spring blooming wildflowers:

Virginia Bluebells, Mertensia virginica-April-May 

Celandine Poppy, Stylphorum diphyllum

Virginia Bluebells

Wild Geranium, Geranium maculatum—April-June

White Troutlily, Erythonium albidum—February-April

Spring Beauty, Claytonia virginica—April-May

Jacob's Ladder, Polemonium reptans—April-May

Bloodroot, Sanguinaria canadensis—March-April

Dutchman's Breeches, Dicentra cucullaria—April-May

Wild Ginger, Asarum canadense—April-June

Skunk Cabbage, Symplocarpus foetidus—February-April

Summer Wildflowers

By summer, the thick leave canopy meant the end of most of the forest dwelling wildflowers. However, there were breaks in the forest caused by storms, fires and other events. Areas along rivers and streams also had their own wild inhabitants. Scores of species of wild plants bloomed in these open areas blessed with more sun that the forest floor. Many of these provided nectar for insects and forage for wild animals. A partial list of native summer and fall blooming wildflowers includes:

Blue Wild Indigo, Baptisia australis

Butterfly Weed, Asclepias tuberosa

Wild Bergamot, Monarda fistulosa

Wild Columbine, Aquilegia canadensis

Foxglove Beardtongue, Penstemon digitalis

Rough Blazing Star, Liatris aspera

Purple Coneflower, Echinacea purpurea

Showy Goldenrod, Solidago speciosa

New England Aster, Symphyotrichum novae-angliae

Common Spiderwort, Tradescantia ohiensis
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Indiana Forests
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At the time of settlement, vast hardwood forests covered most of Indiana. More than eighty-five species of trees live in the state. Trees like white oak, sugar maple, white ash, American beech, sycamore, red oak, yellow poplar and black cherry grew to a huge size. Many have said that a squirrel could have traveled from Ohio to the Illinois prairies without ever touching the ground. The canopy of this forest was dense. The natives that lived in the region would not have seen the sun rise or sun set due to the dense foliage. Even during mid-day, sunlight would penetrate to the ground only in patches, allowed by breaks in the foliage. The horizon was invisible, except for the rare pinnacles towering over the landscape. The only land not covered by forests would have been an area in the northwest region of the state. Here, the vast Midwestern prairies began and stretched west to the Mississippi River and beyond. 

Valuable Resource

The trees formed a valuable resource. The pioneers first home was almost always a log cabin constructed from trees cut on their land. Log barns, smoke houses and grain bins soon followed. Sawmills appeared, along streams at first, as they needed the energy of flowing water to power the saws that they used to cut the logs into boards. The fine quality of Indiana hardwoods formed the basis of the state's first industries, furniture factories that turned out tables, chairs, cupboards and other products. 
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Indiana Geology

The glaciers' presence created the two basic landscapes we find today in Indiana. The northern two thirds of the state that the glaciers covered consists of a flat landscape that geologist refer to as the Tipton Till Plain covering the bedrock. As the glaciers advanced and retreated over the eons, they carried dirt, rocks and other debris with them. When the last glaciers melted, they dropped this dirt and rock mixture right where they were. Geologists refer to four basic types of deposits left by the glaciers as till, outwash, Lacustrine and Silt. 

The Four Types

Sand, silt, and clay combine with gravel and boulders are the main components fo glacial till. Till was deposited directly by the glacier and has remained largely in the same location. As the glaciers melted, the meltwater formed layers of outwash. Heavier components like gravel and rock were deposited first. The silt, sand and clay particles were carried greater distances by the flowing melt water. The glaciers had carved out depressions in the landscape, which formed the many lakes found in northern Indiana. The silts deposited at the bottoms of these lakes are called Lacustrine. Winds carried the finer materials, called silt, and deposited them further away. These silt layers, called loess, were blown mostly from the Wabash and White River valleys. Near the river valleys this loess sometimes formed thick layers. 

Southern Indiana

The southern one third of the state has never, as far as geologists can tell, been covered by glaciers. This region has some of Indiana's most ancient soils and terrain. Most of the state's bedrock layer consists of limestone, dolostone, sandstone, and shale. Much of southern Indiana is under laid with limestone. Much of the southern area consists of Karst landscape. In this type of landscape acidic groundwater flows through the limestone bedrock, dissolving it. This action over time creates sinkholes in the surface, underground caverns and disappearing streams. One predominant feature of south central Indiana is the Knobstone Escarpment

Knobstone Escarpment

Geologists call the knobs the Knobstone Escarpment. They include some of Indiana's most rugged terrain. It stretches from Brown County State Park in the north to the Ohio River. Elevations range from 360 feet near the mouth of the Wabash River to Weed Patch Hill, which has an elevation of 1,056 feet above sea level. This hill is in Brown County State Park and is the third highest area in Indiana. 

Limestone

Much of the limestone that Indiana is famous for is also found in the southern part of the state. Indiana's limestone deposits formed during the Ordovician period, about 1.5 million years ago when the land that is now Indiana lay near the tropics, covered with a warm, shallow sea. This sea was rich with marine organisms, such as brachiopods, bryozoans, trilobites, and corals. These organisms died and settled on the bottom of this sea. Through Continental drift, this land migrated north and around 40 million years ago, this sea dried up. Geologic forces lifted the land mass out of the sea. The limestone deposits became covered with sediment over the ages. Glaciers scoured the countryside during the Ice Age, exposing some of this rock.

Oolitic Limestone

Oolitic Limestone is made up of particles called ooliths. These small, carbonate particles are composed of concentric rings of calcium carbonate. Sand or shell fragments rolled around on the floor of this warm, shallow sea collecting a layer of limestone. The rocks consistent structure allows it to be easily sculpted or carved. The stone is almost perfect building material. 

The Quarries of Indiana

Indiana's quarries produce rock known by many names, Indiana Limestone, Indiana Oolitic Limestone, Bedford Oolitic Limestone, and Bedford Rock. The limestone belt that produces this high quality stone encompasses most of Monroe and Lawrence Counties. Limestone of lesser quality underlies much of the rest of central and east central Indiana. Hoosiers began quarrying limestone during the middle of the Eighteenth Century. Indiana has been at the forefront of limestone production. Limestone from Indiana has been the preferred building material for many buildings from New York to Washington DC and other places. The Empire State Building has Indiana limestone as a major component of its structure.

Forests and Plains

The vast majority of Indiana at the time of European settlement was covered with forests.
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Shawnees in Indiana
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The predominate tribe living in the Batesville area would have been the Shawnee, although other tribes moved through, or lived in the area, from time to time.

The Shawnee name derives from the Shawnee word "shawanwa," which means "southerner" in the native language. The tribe speaks a form of Algonquian, which makes the tribe akin to the Delaware, Illiniwek, Kickapoo, Menominee, Miami, and Sauk and Fox tribes. 
Semi-Nomadic
Movement Into the Area

The Shawnee were a semi-nomadic tribe and lived in villages scattered over a large area in the Ohio River Valley, Pennsylvania and originally in the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia. Conflict with the Iroquois tribes in the Ohio River Valley drove them off for a number of years. The Iroquois mostly did not live in southeastern Indiana; however they wanted the region because it was a prime hunting area. The Iroquois wanted the abundant fur supply to trade with the Europeans. The Iroquois' power began declining, and the Shawnee were able to migrate back into the Ohio River Valley, Kentucky and central Ohio. During the middle years of the 1700's they had settled into three main areas in Indiana, the southwestern, southeastern and the northeast region around Fort Wayne. Some bands also moved into the White and Mississinewa river regions. 

Shawnee Dress

Both men and women wore leggings. Men wore breechclouts while women wore skirts over the leggings. Neither sex wore shirts, but wore ponchos in cold weather. Some of the men wore a beaded headband with one or two feathers stuck in the back. They did not wear headdresses. Warriors would sometimes shave their heads. 

Shawnee Lifestyle

The Shawnee men did the hunting. They also were the warriors that fought both white encroachment and other tribes to protect their hunting lands, or gain lands from other tribes. The women took care of the children, did the cooking and tended the crops. Both sexes engaged in storytelling, an important part of their culture. During the summer, the tribes lived in larger villages to plant and tend their garden crops. In winter, these groups would split up into smaller groups to live in hunting camps. The Shawnee constructed dugout canoes to travel over water and used dogs to transport goods overland. Prior to the European arrival, the natives did not have horses prior to European settlement.

Shawnee Villages

The Shawnee lived in a bark covered structure called a wikkum, or wigwam. These structures are easy to build, but are not portable. Most families would build a new one each season when they moved into their seasonal winter camps or summer villages. The structure consisted of wooden poles covered with bark or grass. They used rope or strips of bark to hold the covering in place. These were usually eight to ten feet tall and could be cone shaped, round or rectangular. A village typically had a larger council house. 

Shawnee Agriculture

Maize was the most important crop, and most tribes grew some. If they did not grow it, they traded for it. They also grew beans, squash, pumpkins, sunflowers and possibly potatoes. They also gathered honey, nuts, berries and other fruits. Tribes tried to grow enough food to dry for storage over the winter. 

Shawnee Hunting

The Shawnee diet was largely meat based. The men hunted the forests for deer and wild turkeys with bow and arrow. They also fished in the streams and sometimes used traps and snares to catch smaller game like rabbit and squirrel. 

Shawnee Meals

Most of the meals were simple to prepare. They would eat corn on the cob when fresh maize was available. They also popped the corn and ground it into meal to make into cornbread or hominy. They used clay ovens to bake the cornbread. They roasted meat over the fire or on heated stones. Usually they had water with their meals. 

Shawnee Politics

Each village had its own chief. The village chief could be a man or a woman. They chose their war chief based on his bravery and skill in battle. The war chief was always a male. A principal chief held sway over several villages and was always a male. Chiefs had considerable power, but held it only as long as they had the support of their people. If they grew unpopular, the people could replace them. 

For more information, contact:

The Shawnee Tribe

P.O. Box 189

29 S Hwy 69A 

Miami OK 74355

918-542-2441 

http://www.shawnee-tribe.com/
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Pioneer Lifestyle
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Squatters, Speculators and Settlers

The majority of the first settlers arrived in the region that became Ripley County arrived by flatboat as they traveled down the Ohio River. The earliest settlers came from Kentucky, Virginia, Pennsylvania and other places in the east.

Three types of People Involved

Three types of people were involved in the settlement of Ripley County, squatters, speculators and settlers. Squatters were restless men that moved into unsettled land that no one had yet purchased. These men were hunters, trappers and adventurers. Sometimes bringing their families, they would roam through the forest until they found a favorable site. Once they found a spot, they built a rude cabin and settled in. They would stay until someone purchased the property and evicted them. Once evicted, they would move on to another unsettled area. The speculators lived in nearby cities, mostly Cincinnati. They purchased large tracts of land from the land office and then sold it off in smaller parcels to the third type of immigrant, the settler. The settler purchased his land, built a cabin and then cleared it to establish his farm. He traveled seldom and when he did he sometimes used trails established by squatters that had lived in the area before him or trails made by game animals or Indians.

Building a Home

Among the first chores these pioneers had was to build a cabin. The first cabin was usually a small, one room structure with a mud floor, built with logs cut from the forest. They would cut the logs to the required length, hew them to shape and cut notches in the ends. Then they would stack them and chink the cracks with a mixture of clay, sticks and leaves. Wooden shingles, also cut and split from wood on the homestead, covered the roof. Usually they would build a loft, partly for sleeping and partly as protection against any wild animal, like a cougar, bear, or wolf that might get into the cabin. It was not uncommon during these early days for a pack of wolves to assemble outside an isolated cabin to howl and carouse. The loft offered the pioneer family some limited protection from these hungry animals. Access to the loft was usually by climbing wooden pegs driven into the logs. There would likely not have been a ladder. Many times the pioneer made their own furniture, using heavy limbs and sticks to construct it. Many of these early cabins did not have windows, however if they did they closed them at night or during inclement weather with a heavy wooden shutter. They would usually bar the single door in the cabin with a heavy wooden timber, however, a hungry, determined animal could force this open and get inside. Later on, when the pioneer had time, they would build a larger, two-story cabin or frame house with a wooden floor and windows. 

Housekeeping among the Pioneers

The first settlers used the open fireplace to cook their food. The most common cooking instrument was the Dutch Oven. This was a large cast iron pot with a lid and three legs. The pioneer woman placed bread dough, meat or anything else she wanted to cook in the oven. Then she would rake coals together in the bed of the fireplace and set the Dutch oven on top of the coals. The next step was to place a layer of live, hot coals on top of the lid. She would roast potatoes and root crops among the coals to cook them. She would encase plucked chickens, ducks or small game animals like rabbit and squirrel in mud clay. She would place this in the coals to cook. Later on, the pioneer would add an iron bar in the hearth. She could then use hooks to suspend pots in which to cook. A local blacksmith, if there was one, would make the various iron implements the pioneer needed to outfit this primitive kitchen.

Lighting

Nighttime lighting was minimal. Since the pioneers went to bed when the sun went down and rose when it got daylight, they had limited need for lighting. The flickering fireplace provided the most light. They would also use tallow candles made from the rendered fat from animals. They would make these candles by dipping cotton thread into the tallow, melted in a pot over an open fire. They would dip the candle repeatedly, until they had the size candle they desired. They would place the end of the candle in a saucer to catch the melted tallow as it burned. Some pioneers had special lamps in which they would first insert the wick, and then pour in the melted wax or tallow. This they could light and it would cast a dim, smoky light. 

Soap

The pioneer had to make practically everything they needed, as there were likely no general stores nearby. If there was, the pioneer had limited funds to purchase things. The pioneer woman made soap using three main ingredients, tallow, lye and water. The tallow was made by rendering animal fat. They would use either pork or beef fat. They made lye by collecting wood ashes from the fireplace and placing them, after they had cooled, in a wooden tub or hollowed out log that had a hole in the bottom. Next, they poured water into the ashes and allowed the water to percolate through them. The water that dripped out through the hole was lye. Then they mixed the tallow and lye in an iron pot and cooked it over a fire until it thickened. After it thickened, they allowed it to cool, and then cut it into chunks for use. This soap served to wash clothing, dishes and the sweat stained bodies of the pioneers. 

Washing Clothes

Washing clothing was a tedious, labor-intensive chore. First the pioneer woman had to get the water, usually from a nearby spring, creek or, if she was lucky, a well. The next step was to suspend an iron pot over a fire with a tripod made from logs. She would then fill the pot with water and heat it with the fire. Once it was hot, she put some of her soap into the water and then put the clothes in to wet them. After agitating it by hand or a stick, she removed the clothing from the water and put it aside. Once all the clothing was washed, she would put fresh, clean water in the pot and heat it again. While it heated, she put the wet laundry on a washing bench. She would then beat it with a wooden paddle, after which she would rinse it in the clean water and then hang it to dry. 

Preserving Food

Pioneers used a variety of methods to preserve food. The most common was to immerse food, especially meat, in salt brine soaked in a barrel or cask. Fat has preserving qualities, especially beef fat. Pioneer women would place meat cuts in a crock or cask and place a layer of fat over it, then seal it with a board. Pickling foods, especially vegetables but also meat, with vinegar was also common. Root crops like potatoes, parsnips, turnips and carrots were placed in a root cellar. Many would simply dig a trench and cover the roots with a layer of dirt, digging them out as needed. If they were lucky, the mice and rats did not ruin much of this stored bounty. They would also slow smoke meat over a fire or smoke house to preserve it. Dairy products like eggs, milk, cheese and butter could be stored in a springhouse or in a well. 

Clearing the Land

This was one of the most difficult tasks a pioneer faced. The farmer many times used the "hurry-up-and-get-in-a-crop’ style," of clearing. They would cut some trees, pile the brush up against standing trees, and set them afire. This killed the trees and created spots suitable for farming quickly. They would usually leave these trees stand until they rotted and fell over. Some trees, like ash, maple and beech rotted quickly. Others, like poplar, oak and walnut might stand for several years. To clear more ground, the pioneer used a felling ax to chop them down. After cutting, they used a crosscut saw or ax to cut the limbs off, leaving the logs. To rid the land of the logs, several neighbors would get together for a "log rolling." This involved sawing the logs into shorter lengths. Neighbors using short, stout pieces of hickory or oak would work these "hand spikes" under the log. Once three or four of these were in place, teams of men, one man to each end of the hand spike, would pick the log up and carry it to another log and drop it. They repeated the process until they had several piles of logs. The farmers would then pile brush up against the logs and burn them. This was usually a winter job, done when there was less farm work to do. They would then grub the stumps out with an ax or grubbing axe. If the farmer was in a hurry, sometimes he would just plant between the stumps. 

Planting the Crops

Many farmers used a "jumper plow" to plow the field the first few times. This plow had a hinged plowshare secured with a wooden pin. When the plow hit a root or stone, the pin broke and the plow folded back. This prevented these obstructions from breaking the plow when the plow struck them. The farmer took a hard jolting from the plow as a team of horses pulled it through the virgin soil. After plowing, the farmer used a branch harrow to break the soil up further. This was simply a forked branch of a large tree that had the branches cut off to a length of about ten inches. The horses drug this implement over the soil and the branches would break up the soil to make it suitable for planting. If he did not have horses or a jumper plow, he would break up the soil with a hoe or mattock. They planted corn in hills. One person would use a hoe to rake the soil into a hill while another would poke a shallow hole in the soil and insert the seed. After the corn came up, they would plant pumpkin and squash in the hills with the corn. Sometimes they would fertilize the hills by burying a dead fish in it before planting. Grains like wheat, oats and rye they would scatter over the soil by hand, a method called broadcasting. Usually they would carry a sack of grain seed secured over one shoulder with a strap and broadcast the seeds by walking back and forth over the field.

Harvesting the Crops

The first crops of summer were hay and wheat. They used hay to feed the animals and the wheat to grind into flour or sell as a cash crop if they had a surplus. They would cut the hay with a scythe. He allowed it to dry in the sun for a few days, and then raked it by hand into windrows. Sometimes he would use the rake to turn these windrows periodically for further drying. When it dried, he would hook a wagon up to a team of horses and take them into the hay field. Using a pitchfork, he would fork the hay onto the wagon. When it was full, he drove the team to the barn and forked the hay into the barn for storage. 

Wheat

The farmer harvested wheat using a hand sickle or wheat cradle. The cradle was similar to a scythe, only with a cradle basket attached. As he cut the wheat, the cradle caught the cut wheat and the cradle kept the stalks together so they could be bundled easier. After cutting, he would then tie the wheat stalks into bundles called "stooks." These were then drug into the barn using a horse or oxen. Once in the barn, they used a tool called a flail to thresh the grain. The flail had a long handle and a short piece of wood attached to it. The pieces were hinged to allow them to swing. The farmer would then spread the wheat out over the barn floor and beat it with the flail to knock the grains loose. Once he had flailed it, he raked the straw off. This left the grain lying on the floor. He swept the wheat up and put it in a large wooden tray. This he took outside in the wind and shook it. This "winnowing" action caused the lighter pieces of chaff to blow away in the wind, leaving the heaver grain in the tray. The wheat was then ready to grind into flour or sell as a cash crop. The straw was used as animal bedding or to stuff pillows and mattresses. 

Corn

When the corn was ripe, the farmer cut the stalks with a corn knife, a machete like knife that was heavy enough to cut the tough corn stalks. As he worked, he chose three stalks that were close together. He bent these over and wove them into a triangular framework. He then commenced cutting stalks and placed them inside the triangular framework. Soon he had what was called a half shock, which was self-supporting. He continued cutting corn and piling it up against the half shock. When he was satisfied it was the right size, he used corn stalks to tie around it, securing it. After the shocks had dried in the field, he took a wagon and team into the field and tipped the shocks over into the wagon. He then hauled them into the barn to unload. He would then shuck the ears from the stalk and store the stalks to be used as fodder to feed the animals. 

Butchering

Slaughtering was an all day process, and it was dirty, messy work. They killed the pigs by shooting them in the head. They would then place large kettles of water over wood fires and brought them to a boil. They hung the carcass in a tree or tripod, head down. They cut the jugular vein and drained the blood from the carcass. They saved the blood to make blood pudding or sausage. 

Processing the Carcass

Once they had drained the blood, they soaked the carcass in the boiling water to scald it. After boiling, they scrapped the wiry hairs from the skin. The next step was to hang and eviscerate the carcass. They kept the liver, intestines, stomach, heart and kidneys. They cleaned the intestines thoroughly for use as sausage casing. They next ground the sausage, using a grinder and packed the sausage in the intestines using a sausage press. Next, they smoked the sausage in the smokehouse, to preserve it. 

Goetta

The stomach found use as a container for headcheese, made from boiled and seasoned meat scraps. They also cooked and ate the kidneys, heart and liver. The meat from the head was used to make goetta (grits), combined with pin oats. They cooked it thoroughly and placed in a large crock, which they sealed with lard. This kept a long time stored in this manner. 

Everything But the Squeal

Hams, chops and bacon were smoked in the smokehouse with hickory wood. All the trimmings, odd pieces and whatever was ground into sausage. The cooked the fat, rendering it into lard, which had many uses from the making of soap, to food preservation, to use in baking and cooking. The saying that they used “everything but the squeal” was in fact reality. They also pickled the pig’s feet. They used whatever bones were leftover from butchering in soups and stews. 

The Garden

The pioneer garden consisted mainly of turnips, carrots, parsnips, beans, peas, cabbage and onions. The root crops were either stored in a root cellar or buried in a mound. German farmers made sauerkraut, a fermented form of cabbage that kept well. Cabbage would also store well in the root cellar or buried in a drift of snow. They dried the beans and peas and used them for soups and stews. Pumpkins and squash kept well and were roasted or added to soups and stews. They also grew gourds. Dried and hollowed out, they made good containers in which to store things. 

The Livestock

The farmer usually had various animals on the farm. The most common ones were pigs, chickens, geese, ducks, horses and sheep. The geese, besides providing meat and eggs, also produced feathers useful for stuffing featherbeds for the pioneer's beds and pillows. They also found use as quill pens for writing. Sheep supplied wool, which the women spun into yarn or wove into cloth and used to make clothing, blankets and other household necessities. Chickens and ducks gave the farmer eggs and meat. The women could usually sell excess eggs could be sold at the general store. They also kept cats and dogs. Cats were useful for keeping the barn free of rats and mice. Dogs served as pack animals to pull small loads of wood or other things. Their barking also kept varmints like coons and squirrels from the corncrib and fields. A few squirrels could steal a farmer's hard-earned crop of corn from the crib in short order. 

Milling the Grains

If there was not a gristmill in the area, the farmer had to mill his own grain. He did this using a hominy block. This was a hollowed out stump. The farmer placed the grain in the depression in the stump and used a branch rounded on one end, called a pistil, to crush the grain into flour. Once a gristmill became established in the area, the farmer took his grain to the mill. Mills were, in addition to providing a valuable service, important gathering places for pioneers to congregate and share news while the miller ground their grain. The miller usually took ten percent of the flour or corn meal as payment. He would then either sell this or use it for his family. In Indiana, many gristmills were water powered. 

The Gristmill

The miller would build a dam upstream from the mill and divert the water into a long chute called a millrace. The running water ran down the millrace and flowed over a water wheel, which was a wheel with wooden compartments all around it. The compartments at the top filled with water and turned the wheel. As the wheel turned, the compartments emptied. The turning wheel connected to a complex set of wheels that turned a set of millstones. These millstones were heavy, circular stones. The bottom one was stationary and the top one turned. 

Grinding the Grain

The grain fed into an opening in the center of the stones and the grinding action of the stones ground the grain into flour, which collected in a sack. Some places without a suitable water supply used "horse mills" to grind grain. In one of these, a turnstile, similar to the turnstile in a movie theater, supplied the power to the gears that turned the millstones. Horses hitched to the turnstile walked in a circle, turning it and activating the gear system. Sometimes the gristmills had sawmills attached to them. The waterwheel supplied power to a gear system. This gear system attached to a long, iron saw blade. The blade cut logs into lumber for many building projects around the homestead or growing pioneer town. 

Indiana Residents have two good examples of working mills to visit:

Whitewater Canal State Historic Site

19083 Clayborn St.

Metamora, IN 47030

https://www.indianamuseum.org/whitewater-canal-state-historic-site

Spring Mill State Park

3333 State Road 60 E

Mitchell, IN 47446

(812) 849-3534

http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2968.htm

Winter on the Farm

Winter had its own set of activities. When the ground was frozen, the farmer could fork manure from the stables onto a wagon and spread it on the fields. Sometimes the farmer mixed wood ashes from the fireplace in the manure to provide needed nutrients to the soil. Sometimes the farmer found nitrate crystals at the base of the manure pile. If there was enough, they could mix the nitrate crystals with sulfur and charcoal to make gunpowder. There were also rails to split to build fences and firewood to cut. He cut the trees with a felling axe, sawed them into smaller pieces with a crosscut saw and then split them with an ax or splitting maul. He could then load them into a wagon and haul them to the cabin. 

In the spring, the cycle repeated. 
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Historical Background
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To understand the history of Batesville, the reader should have a basic understanding of United States History before and after settlement. 
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