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  Note to Readers


The characters in this book are unapologetic and dramatic. The scenes are steamy and the road to happily ever after maybe twisted. This book is meant for audiences 18 years old and older. A list of potential triggering themes can be violence, cheating, drug use, child neglect among other things. 






  
  Prologue

Talia


Divorce is never easy. I don’t even know when the pain stopped, but I do know that from that day, my walls have been up. I mean, I am talking about walls of steel. No one will ever be able to break down my walls not even Superman himself! I swear kryptonite won’t even work. 
It’s been six years since my divorce from Kevin. I have gone on a few dates, but as soon as the guy started to think we were going into the couple stage, I cut him off. I don’t want anyone to get feelings for me and I don’t want to get feelings for anyone. I promised myself that I wouldn’t let anyone get that close to me again. That was a hurt that almost broke me and one that I never want to feel again. I have had them up this long and I have learned that no one will protect me, but me. 
My best friend Mari keeps telling me that if I don’t open up the box, my mind and heart, then I will miss out on the man God has for me. Is that really a thing? Does God really have a man out there for me? And if it is a thing, God is going to have to slap me in the face with this man and the Lord himself will have to break down my walls, because I am NOT letting anyone in.






  
  Chapter One

Talia


Three years ago, I started my writing career. That is one thing about divorce, it is like a slingshot shooting you right into making your dreams come true or sending you right into a long depression. For me, it started with anger and some depression, then shot me straight into doing the things I wanted to do but never got to do. So, that’s what I have been focusing on. It worked! 
I travel a lot! Most people think I don’t sit still! I love to travel. I have made it my mission to do and go to all the places on my bucket list. Yes, I made a bucket list after I settled into my new life. I have been in the Caribbean a lot. I have been in the Bahamas to Nassau, Freeport, Bimini. The Dominican Republic to Amber Cove. Then there has been St. Martin, St. Thomas, the Panama Canal, San Juan, Grand Turk, and Grand Cayman. Yes, all on cruises, but some places I do want to do some all-inclusive to a few resorts in some areas like Montego Bay! I have made numerous trips to Orlando, some springs, Tampa, Miami, Washington DC, and North Carolina. I finally made it to Detroit! I have snorkeled, swam with sharks, dolphins, and stingrays! I have even done indoor skydiving!
I also started my teen dream of writing romance novels! Within the first two years I have made the USA Today and New York Times bestseller lists three times and have a movie deal on the table with Netflix for my book From the Flames, it is a fictional novel based on my divorce and finding new love, even if I haven’t found a new love. That’s why it is a fictional romance novel!
I started my own publishing house six months ago. I started publishing my own books and have published a few books for other indie authors. It is a non-traditional publishing house. My main goal is to help other indie authors get published without the stress that overwhelms self-published authors and of course to make money.
I moved from Corpus Christi to Dallas five years ago and it was a major game changer in my life as a whole, but even more for going after my dreams. That doesn’t mean that there is no place like home because there isn’t. I go home as much as I can, but I love living in Dallas. It helps that I have been a diehard Dallas Cowboys fan for as long as I can remember. About the age of seven, I think!
Today I am sitting at a book signing in Dallas at Barnes and Noble to start my book tour for my newly released book series, Whips, Chains, and Video Games. I have a table right inside of the doors. My table is set up with about five copies of each of the four books in the series along with about five copies of a few of my older books. When the customers decide what books they want, they go inside and pay at the checkout, then bring me their receipts and I will autograph what books they purchased. There are six boxes sitting behind me that is more inventory on all the books that are sitting on the table.
From here the tour goes to San Francisco, Seattle, Las Vegas, Knoxville, Charlotte, New York, Charleston, and Miami before I head back to Texas stopping in Houston and Austin, then finally back home to Dallas. Every city has three bookstores that I book events at. At least one of those I make sure is a local bookstore and not a large chain. I want to help those stores get attention.
When I get back to Dallas, I will be home a week before I head to Corpus Christi, like I do after every tour, to do a signing at a small local bookstore and hid away and rest for a month. I will spend the first two weeks staying at my parent’s house spending time with my family and then last two weeks I will get a hotel room and literally recuperate without any distractions. It is my way of making sure I take a writing break before starting my next project.
I love the book signings here at Barnes and Noble in Dallas to start my tours. They make it a bigger deal here than anywhere else on the tour, except for Corpus Christi. It just feels right to start the tours in the city where I live and end it in the town that I love so much.
The whole day was good. From the view they gave me by having my table sitting at the front window looking out at downtown Dallas. It doesn’t matter what time of day it is the streets are always packed with people rushing around from one place to the other. People on their lunch breaks or people shopping. And let’s not even start with the tourists! The best part is that business was great! I met a lot of fans, gained some new fans, took photos with fans, and sold a lot of books. That is part of the fun of being an author, meeting the wonderful readers! 
At the end of the event, I packed up and headed home. I had to finish packing before I turned in for the night. I had an early flight. The books had been shipped out to every event last month to make sure they were there on time. Whatever copies were left would stay at the bookstore for them to sell. 
I finally crawled into bed at 11 pm. I had to be at the airport at 5 am for a 7 am flight. The next ten weeks it would be one airport and hotel after the other.






  
  Chapter Two

Talia


From the first time I step on the plane to my first destination, San Francisco, it is like every first flight of every book tour since I started touring. I reflect and remember a dream of a young high school teenager who would fantasize about becoming an author. 
As I sit in first class looking out the window, I remember first loving to read came from reading collections like Judy Bloom and Nancy Drew. As I got older my love for books grew into romance novels that I would read with my mom. The author that sticks out the most from those years was Danielle Steele.
You have to love short flights! We were in the air about an hour. When the flight attendant comes over the intercom and the seat belt sign lights back up letting us know that it is time to get ready to land.
Here we go! Dreams do come true!
The first day in every city I relax at the hotel or depending on the city that could mean me laying out at the pool or laying on the beach. The pool could be an indoor one depending on what state I am in. However, I try to never tour during the winter. I am really not a winter loving person, even if I do rent a cabin in the mountains for a month in the winter to write. The ambiance is great for writing just like the beach or being out in the middle of the ocean. It really all depends on my mood where I want to go. But back to winters, I will venture out of the cabin occasionally, but not for long. Maybe a quick walk in the snow or skiing the bunny slope. This tour however is in the beginning of fall, so I won’t have to worry about that.
After grabbing my luggage from baggage claim, I picked up my rental car and headed to the hotel. I love San Francisco, especially downtown. Tomorrow I will venture out in the city and enjoy the sites incorporated with stopping by the three bookstores; Barnes and Noble, Books A Million, and I always do one local small bookstore. This one is called The Book Nook.
I pull up at the hotel, check in and drop my luggage off in my room. I change into my bathing suit and head out to the pool with a book by a fellow author.
The next morning, I head out to tour the city and stop by the bookstore to make sure everything is ready to go.
I repeated pretty much the same process at every city. The weeks seemed to be flying by. The tour was going great, and the books were selling like hot cakes. I was now back in Texas and heading to Austin.






  
  Chapter Three

Montrel


Who doesn’t love Philly? It is one of the places that I love fighting in the most, there and Las Vegas! 
I like to fly in a few days early into every city to relax, site see and have one day to work out before the fight. Making it fight professionally was a long road, but it was worth it. I sacrificed so much to make this dream happen. Love and dating was at the top of that list. I did have one serious relationship after college, but I was too busy to focus on it. It didn’t end well, but I now I am ready to start dating and find that women that I can settle down with.
I leave the hotel and head down to Penn’s Landing and grabbed a cheese steak and walked around through downtown. There is so much history in Philadelphia. I visited Penn Station, the Liberty Bell and then headed to Love Park and seat down on the grass and listened to the live Jazz bands for several hours. I got lost in time listening to the music and watching all the couples cuddled up on blankets, kissing, and laughing. It really added to the name Love Park because you could really see and feel the love that these couples have for each other. 
As much as I love traveling and especially fighting, I bought a house and still live in Corpus Christi, Texas. Between the fights, I am always ready
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