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1. ​ Foreword
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Predatory Empires And Ruthless Domination: The Deadly Obsession Of Hegemony

History has shown unequivocally that humans are obsessed with building empires and hegemony. 

Every civilization in every region of the world was based on the powerful empires that were built in those areas. 

Many of these empires expanded relentlessly to dominate their neighbouring regions, and even beyond. 

But, the rise and fall of empires is also an unending story around the world.

Why are humans so obsessed with building empires?

Why are humans fighting constantly among themselves in wars of conquest and domination?

Are empires the means to achieve hegemony? 

Is hegemony such an important objective for every empire?

The cruel and bloody human history of empire-building and hegemony is not something that humans can be proud of. 

But how can the human instinct and obsession for empires and hegemony be reconciled with the human yearning for peace, progress, and prosperity?
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2. ​ Empires
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History is full of powerful empires, starting from the early Sumerian city states, Mesopotamia empires, Egyptian empires, Chinese empires, to the Persian empire, and to Alexander the Great's Greek Macedonian empire.

From around 330 BC, the incomparable Macedonian warrior king demolished the Persian empire, and waged his highly successful war of conquest all the way from Europe to Egypt, to the middle east, and to Asia, stopping only after reaching the gates of India.

What motivated that Macedonian young king to dream so big, and to set off so boldly to conquer the world? It was a total mystery. But it must have been part of the human nature that we all share, that of doing amazing things and of achieving the ambition of dominating over things and people alike. By all accounts, Alexander the Great was not a tyrant or an insufferable young man who behaved badly. He was an exceptional warrior and great leader who could plan, execute and manage extremely well, and had the confidence and support of his people. But he was clearly not above being brutal in wars. That was probably a necessary trait for great success in the wars of conquest that he waged.

There then followed many other empires, including the Roman empire, the Muslim Caliphates, the Mongols, and the Ottomans. Each of these empire-building endeavours had involved waging endless wars of aggression and conquest against other people and other nations. All these must have incurred tremendous destruction of properties and people, and great suffering on both the conquerors and the conquered. But the reward of establishing a powerful empire was also undoubtedly great.

That was basically the nature of empires and hegemony in human societies.

There is no doubt that hundreds of millions of people had perished from all these wars of conquest of the succeeding empires in human history. This is truly the saddest history of humankind.

Is this the greatest human folly?

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

3. ​ Human Civilizations And Empires
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History shows that all civilizations are built by dictators and ruthless leaders and emperors.

These great empires may collapse when they are conquered by a more aggressive and more powerful opponent, or when they are confronted by widespread rebellions or environmental catastrophe.

And all these rise and fall of empires happened everywhere throughout history with terrible bloodshed, massacre, chaos and cruelty.

An extreme case of cruelty and brutality can be found in early Chinese history. 

Bai Qi, a top Qin general in around 300 BC, was highly successful in the wars against neighboring states in the battle-ridden Warring States period of China. The brutality of these wars of conquest was evident from the huge numbers of casualties and deaths. Indeed, Bai Qi was reportedly responsible for ordering the killing of a total of 800,000 surrendered enemy troops in several military campaigns over a number of years against Qin's rival states of Han, Wei and Zhao.

Many other terrible massacres had also occurred in the wars of conquest waged by various empires in other continents, notably that of the Roman empire, the Mongols, the Spanish, the Dutch, the British; and more recently in WW2, with Nazi Germany and the Japanese imperial empire inflicting untold suffering and cruelty on the rest of the world.
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4. ​ Take No Prisoners
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It has been speculated that the cruel "take no prisoners" military doctrine of the many conquering armies of history was motivated by the looting instinct of the conqueror, the desire to strike debilitating fear into the enemy population, the strategy of pre-emptive destruction of the military capability of the enemy, and above all, the huge logistical challenge of taking large numbers of prisoners in the battlefield, and of the danger of disarming them, interning them, controlling them, preventing prisoner revolt, and feeding them afterwards.

That's why many armies of old showed no mercy to surrendered enemies, and chose to execute them en masse.

This is further proof that wars are by its very nature highly immoral, and a true crime against humanity.
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5. ​ European Empires And Wars
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The Roman empire that rose to replace the great empire of Greece is arguably the most powerful empire in world history. Its power, reach and influence around the world had been phenomenal and awe inspiring. But it was not to last forever.

The rise of the many powerful European empires occurred soon after the breakup and fall of the Roman empire in the middle of the first millennium and thereafter.

From 711, Muslim forces from the Umayyad Caliphate in Arabia invaded and conquered the Iberian peninsula of the Visigothic kingdom. 

By 720, Spain was largely under Muslim, or Moorish control, as it was called. This became one of the great Muslim civilisations, reaching its apex in the 10th century with the Andalusian Umayyad dynasty, the Emirate of Cordoba. Muslim rule ended only in 1492 when Granada was conquered by the resurgent Spanish monarchy.

The next Muslim invasion of Europe was from the Ottoman empire in Turkey that conquered much of the Balkan states from the mid 14th century. 

From 1521, the expanding Ottoman empire had taken Belgrade, Rhodes, Transylvania and Hungary. But the Ottoman's second siege on Vienna in 1683 was spectacularly unsuccessful against the determined Austrian defenders and the relief army of allied Christian and Polish forces under Polish King Sobieski. This was the beginning of the end of the Ottomans' attempt to conquer Europe.

The fall of the Roman empire in the mid 5th century and thereafter had given birth to a number of new powerful empires in western Europe as well as the Swedish, Russian, Austro-Hungarian, Prussian, and Polish–Lithuanian empires in central, eastern and northern Europe.

After Peter the Great's decisive victory over the Swedish empire in 1709, Russia took over large tracts of Swedish territory including what is now Finland, and became the dominant power of the region. Peter the Great built a new capital St Petersburg on the site of a captured Swedish fortress.

A weakened Poland-Lithuania empire was then dismantled in 1795 by the joint action of the Russian, Austrian and Prussian Empires, with Poland divided between Prussia, Russia and Austria, and with Lithuania going to Russia.

Starting from  the French Revolutionary wars in 1792, the Napoleonic Wars was a 23-year period of recurrent conflict in Europe that pitted France against a revolving alliance of other major European powers trying to stem French political influence and expansion. It ended only with the Battle of Waterloo and Napoleon’s final defeat in 1815.

Prussia first emerged in a Polish domain of Baltic tribes in northeast Europe, south of the Baltic Sea. It soon built up a German majority and absorbed various other German-speaking small states from its southwest in Germany to form a militarist Prussian empire. This then grew into the powerful German Empire in 1871. However, after their defeat in WW1, the German Empire and the Austro-Hungarian Empire were dissolved in 1918.

The major powers in western Europe included Britain, France, Germany, Spain, Portugal, and the Netherlands. They then became the greatest military powers of the world.
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6. ​ Colonial Empires

[image: image]


Following Columbus' discovery of America in 1492, interest was heightened in the European countries to explore the globe to seek wealth and fortune. The first circumnavigation of the Earth was the Magellan Expedition, which sailed from Spain in 1519 and returned in 1522, after crossing the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian oceans.

With the circumnavigation of the world, many powerful maritime empires were established in Europe.

The Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, French and British empires then set off separately and in vicious competition to colonize the world.

The American colonies in North America established by the British, the French and the Spanish were the earliest colonies that were highly profitable. They were also incredibly brutal in their bloody wars of conquest and colonial control of indigenous people.

Those colonies in South America established by the Spanish and the Portuguese also proved to be highly profitable for these colonizing empires. There is no doubt that they were equally brutal.

Many other colonies in Asia, Africa and the middle east were soon established by these colonizing empires. The British conquest of India was particularly brutal and spectacular. In Africa, various colonies were established by many of the European powers, and the export of captured slaves soon became a major slave trade across the Atlantic ocean.
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7. ​ Decolonization
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After WW2 ended, the illusion of the invincibility and infallibility of the West was completely shattered, and people everywhere realized that they had to take back the reins of their own countries and free themselves from the exploitation of foreign powers.

This set off a tsunami of irresistible decolonization processes that led eventually to the independence of colonies around the world. These colonies then become the many new young nations and members of the United Nation.

On the other hand, in the process of decolonization, many old European empires had crumbled or were seriously weakened, and become medium power nations once again.

As a result, the global geopolitical environment has shifted completely to a more equitable distribution of power around the world.

Simultaneous with this profound development, the longstanding white supremacy in the world has now become untenable and unsustainable.
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