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	Vedic religion, commonly referred to as Hinduism, differs in notable ways from the Abrahamic traditions — Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. While the Abrahamic faiths affirm the existence of an afterlife, they do not incorporate the concept of Reincarnation. And since Reincarnation requires the Law of Karma to function meaningfully, this creates a fundamental distinction. These traditions do recognize a form of karmic accountability within a single lifetime, yet they do not extend it across future lives. In their framework, a person is evaluated based solely on conduct during one lifetime, with no opportunity for a second attempt. One might liken it to an examination where passing requires scoring above fifty percent. The Vedic perspective, however, operates very differently — even a person who has lived virtuously for ninety-nine percent of their actions is not liberated from the cycle of birth and death until every last trace of Karma and its consequences has been fully exhausted. It is for this reason that I have chosen to write about the Law of Karma and, naturally, its relationship with Reincarnation, since the two cannot truly be separated.

	This universe is governed by laws — whether or not we are conscious of them. When Sir Isaac Newton observed an apple dropping from a tree, he paused to ask why the fruit fell downward rather than floating in place or rising upward. That question led him to identify the principle of Gravity and formulate the laws that describe it. Yet Gravity itself, along with everything that governs it, existed long before Newton arrived at his insight, and it continued to operate long after his death. We generally accept, then, that all physical phenomena are subject to underlying principles and laws. The laws of electromagnetism are another example. A person may have no knowledge of what happens when they touch a live electrical wire, yet the shock will occur regardless. Ignorance of a law does not suspend its effects. These laws apply equally to the largest objects and to microscopic particles we cannot even see. Even at the quantum level, where particle behavior carries inherent uncertainty, the laws of probability still govern the movement of those particles. If inanimate matter operates under such precise laws, it follows logically that there must be governing principles for human life and destiny as well.

	When the phrase "Law of Karma" is introduced, people frequently assume it belongs strictly to the religious domain — something that requires faith in a particular tradition or in God, rather than any kind of scientific grounding. Yet when the same concept is described as the "law of causation," it sounds immediately scientific and earns ready acceptance. So let us begin by observing the laws that shape ordinary existence. Everyone has witnessed an apple fall from a tree, yet for centuries no one thought to ask why it fell downward rather than remaining suspended or moving upward. It required Newton's particular curiosity to produce the equations that precisely describe gravity and accurately predict the motions of planets. The same progression occurred with the laws governing electromagnetic fields, thermodynamics, and planetary orbits. Nature is full of such laws. When I kick a ball, it travels a certain distance. If I kick it with greater force, it travels farther. The kick is the cause; the distance is the effect. This pattern of cause and effect is constant. Even before we understood these mechanisms formally, human beings were observing relationships between events. Consider malaria: people noticed that fever with chills appeared more frequently when the air in a particular area was foul or stagnant. Without knowledge of the parasite or the mosquito, they named the illness after that observation — "mal-aria," meaning bad air. There was always a perceived cause, even when the true mechanism was not yet understood. If this is so, why should there not also be a cause for the circumstances of our lives and the events that unfold within them? All of us differ in appearance, intelligence, and experience. We often observe siblings who share genetics and upbringing yet lead strikingly different lives. A reason for that divergence must exist. Socioeconomic conditions and the manner of one's upbringing account for part of it, but they cannot explain everything. When a very young child demonstrates extraordinary ability — performing at the level of a trained adult musician, for instance — we call them a prodigy, yet we rarely press further to ask what accounts for that. The most satisfying explanation for such phenomena is the accumulated Karma from prior lives and the retained impressions carried across from previous existences.

	The principle of action and reaction is familiar to everyone. Every action produces a reaction; every cause generates an effect. Nothing in the observable world arises without a cause. The sun rising in the east and setting in the west has a cause — the motion of the earth around the sun. Seasons, rainfall, hurricanes — all have causes. Why, then, should our own actions produce no reaction? This is the essence of the law of cause and effect. The difficulty arises because, while we readily apply this law to the physical universe, many people resist extending it to the non-physical dimension of existence. Instead, unexplained outcomes get attributed to luck, fate, chance, or the will of God. Yet the inability to explain something does not mean it fails to occur. Most people use a fax machine without understanding the mechanism behind it. We watch scientists control the Voyager spacecraft from millions of miles away and accept it without comprehension simply because it carries the label "scientific." The Law of Karma occupies the same category — it is something that becomes understandable through genuine study. What follows is an exploration of Karma, its effects, and the relationships that constitute the Law of Karma.

	Let us begin with the foundational questions:

	WHAT IS KARMA? HOW DO WE DEFINE IT?

	IS EVERY "ACTION" A KARMA?

	The word Karma is widely used, even by people with no background in Hindu philosophy. When something terrible befalls a person — whether anticipated or not — it has become common to say, "That is Karma." But before we discuss the Law of Karma, we need to establish clearly what Karma actually is. Most of us assume we already know, yet questions emerge the moment we try to articulate it. The simplest definition one might offer is that any action is Karma. However, this is too broad for our purposes. Not every action qualifies as Karma in the sense that produces lasting effects. Certain conditions must be met before an action can be counted as Karma in the full meaning of the term.

	Let us examine specific situations to test them against that definition.

	1. My computer performs actions — it browses the internet, stores data, and holds everything I write. Is that Karma? The car I drive also performs actions. Is that Karma? The answer is no. For something to constitute Karma, it must be performed by a living being. Actions carried out by machines do not generate Karma. However, what I choose to do through a computer is very much my action — and since I am a living entity, those choices carry karmic weight. If I send a hateful message by email, that is my action and my Karma, and it will produce a corresponding reaction. If I drive carelessly and cause an accident, the action belongs to me, not to the vehicle. Whatever I accomplish through a machine is my Karma, not the machine's.

	TO QUALIFY AS KARMA, AN ACTION MUST BE PERFORMED BY A LIVING BEING.

	2. Consider now the living physical body. The body is alive, and a great deal takes place within it without our awareness. The stomach secretes acid to assist with digestion. The liver and pancreas release their own enzymes and perform metabolic functions. These are actions in the sense that they produce effects — digestive juices are produced, food is broken down, toxins are processed. Yet I have no knowledge that my stomach is secreting acid or that my pancreas is releasing enzymes unless something goes wrong. These functions are automatic. I exercise no direct control over them, and I have no sense of authorship over them. There is no Doership involved. Therefore, even though these actions occur within my living body, they do not constitute my Karma. 

	THERE MUST BE DOERSHIP — A FELT SENSE OF "I AM DOING THIS" — FOR AN ACTION TO BE KARMA.

	3. When the computer processes data or the stomach secretes acid, is there any experience of pleasure or suffering involved? The computer feels neither satisfaction at sending an email nor distress at storing a file. The liver experiences neither joy at eliminating a toxin nor discomfort at the task. The answer is no. Without what is called Bhogtrutva — the sense of enjoying or suffering the consequences of one's actions
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