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    To every traveler...
To those who have stood at an airport window wondering what awaits beyond the horizon.
To every dreamer who discovered that every journey changes more than the destination.
May these pages accompany you wherever life takes you.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "The world is a book, and those who do not travel read only one page."
— Saint Augustine

      

    

BETWEEN EARTH AND SKY

A Companion for Every Journey

Salem Al Shamsi
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Dedication
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For every traveler who has ever looked through an airplane window and felt their world become a little larger.

For those who have waited quietly at departure gates, carrying hopes too personal to explain and dreams too fragile to put into words.

For the people who discovered that the most important destinations cannot be found on a map.

And for those who are still searching—not only for another country, but for another way of seeing life.

May these pages accompany you wherever your journey begins.
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Epigraph
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“The longest distance we ever travel is not between two cities.

It is between the person we are today...

and the person we quietly become along the way.”

Salem Al Shamsi
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A Letter to the Reader

Dear Traveler,

By the time you are reading these words, we have probably never met.

We may never meet.

Yet for the next few hours, or perhaps the next few days, we will quietly share the same journey.

That is one of the beautiful mysteries of books.

Two strangers.

One conversation.

Across countries.

Across cultures.

Across time.

If you are reading this in an airport, welcome.

You are exactly where this book hoped to find you.

If you are reading it on an airplane, I hope you occasionally look away from these pages and out through the window.

Some lessons cannot be written.

They can only be witnessed.

If you are reading it at home, I hope one day these pages travel with you.

Not because this book is complete only when you travel.

But because journeys have a remarkable way of revealing meanings that remain hidden while we stand still.

I have only one request.

Do not rush through this book.

Travel is not meant to be rushed.

Neither is reading.

Pause between chapters.

Close the book occasionally.

Watch people.

Listen.

Think.

Allow your own memories to join the words.

The finest books are never read by one person alone.

They become collaborations between the author and the reader.

Your experiences will finish sentences I could never write.

Your memories will add pages I could never imagine.

Your journeys will quietly become part of this one.

Perhaps, years from now, you will open this book again before another departure.

You will be older.

Wiser.

Your passport may contain more stamps.

Your heart may carry more stories.

I hope the book feels different then.

Not because it has changed.

Because you have.

That is how meaningful journeys work.

That is how meaningful books work.

Neither stays exactly the same after we return to them.

So before you turn the next page...

Take one slow breath.

Leave behind whatever happened before you opened this book.

For the next little while...

there is nowhere you need to hurry.

No one you need to impress.

No role you need to perform.

You are simply a traveler.

And I am grateful to walk beside you for a small part of the road.

Welcome.

Our journey begins now.

Before You Begin

Before you turn the next page...

pause.

Not because this book is in a hurry.

Because the world already is.

Take one slow breath.

Then look up.

If you are reading this in an airport, look through the nearest window.

Watch the aircraft waiting on the runway.

Notice how still they seem before they move.

If you are reading this on an airplane, look beyond the wing.

The clouds have no destination.

Yet they never seem lost.

If you are reading this at home, find the nearest horizon.

A window will do.

Stand there for a moment.

Long enough for your thoughts to become quieter than your surroundings.

Right now, somewhere above our planet, thousands of airplanes are crossing the same sky.

Inside them are people whose lives could not be more different.

A young woman is flying toward her first day at a new job.

A father is returning home after months away from his children.

A student is leaving everything familiar behind.

A couple is beginning a honeymoon.

Someone is carrying flowers.

Someone is carrying grief.

Someone is carrying hope so quietly that no one sitting beside them would ever know.

Different stories.

Different languages.

Different dreams.

Yet every one of them is sharing the same sky.

Perhaps that is why I have always loved airports.

Not because they promise departure.

Because they remind us that, for a brief moment, humanity forgets how to divide itself.

Titles become irrelevant.

Success becomes invisible.

Status waits outside.

The surgeon stands behind the backpacker.

The CEO waits beside the student.

The artist, the teacher, the mechanic, the athlete, the retiree, the entrepreneur...

all become simply travelers.

Life rarely offers such beautiful equality.

This book was born in those places.

Not from famous destinations.

Not from luxury hotels.

Not from perfect itineraries.

It was born from ordinary moments that quietly changed extraordinary things.

A conversation over airport coffee.

A sunrise seen through an airplane window.

A stranger’s kindness in a city where no one knew my name.

A long walk with no destination.

A silent realization somewhere above the clouds that the journey I thought was changing my surroundings had actually been changing me.

That is the journey waiting inside these pages.

You will not find lists of places you should visit.

You will not find rankings, reviews, or travel hacks.

Instead, you will find invitations.

Invitations to slow down.

To notice.

To listen.

To wonder.

To rediscover the astonishing beauty hidden inside moments that most people walk straight past.

Because the greatest destination is rarely the city printed on your boarding pass.

It is the person waiting quietly at the end of the journey.

If these pages stay with you, I hope they do so for one simple reason.

Not because they taught you how to travel.

But because they reminded you how to pay attention.

And every unforgettable journey...

begins there.
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