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  Introduction


  When asked whether people should analyze his writing, George R.R. Martin, author of A Game of Thrones, replied:


  I think every writer appreciates attentive reading of his work. We labor over these books for years, after all. Then they come out, and the readers gulp them down in days or even hours. Which is very gratifying, in one sense, but can also be frustrating, if we feel that they are missing all the grace notes and little subtleties and clever allusions and ironies and turns of phrase that we sweated blood over for so long. I try to write books that will stand up to rereading, so that every time you go through you will find more to appreciate ... and therefore I’m thrilled when readers tell me that they do reread the books. (“So Spake Martin, C90, P15)


  In fact, his series contains many clever homages, as well as items with deeper meaning. In a King’s Landing puppet show, the Lion of Lannister defeats the Stag of Baratheon, while the Dragon of House Targaryen is returning to consume that lion. The Dothraki consider their horses part of themselves, Varys is a spider, the list goes on and on. With dogs, wolves, ravens, blood flies, and so many more, animal symbolism is endlessly significant.


  Cersei loves to eat boar after one kills King Robert … just as in Celtic myth, boars frequently heralded the deaths of noble warriors. Martin’s ravens are straight from Norse myth, as are Krakens. Daenerys seeks to establish herself as good queen of Slaver’s Bay, even while destroying their harpy that depicts the feminine as evil.


  The animals of heraldry have much meaning when viewed through a medieval lens. It was the Normans who formalized heraldry and by the twelfth century many Norman lords had a “recognized” coat of arms. In heraldry, the horse is “a symbol of speed, intelligence and masculinity,” much like Drogo the khal (Mounet Lipp). The Tully Trout are loyalty and prosperity; Baratheon antlers represent strength and fortitude.


  Martin’s endless banquets brim with symbolism as well. Popular dishes include “bloody beef,” “blood sausages,” “blood melons,” “blood oranges,” red wine, pomegranates, blackberries, cherries, grapes, and beets, underscoring the dripping red violence of the series. Characters to be sacrificed eat lambs, rich parasites eat lamprey, Arya catches pigeons as she adapts to an urban life in the slums of King’s Landing. Frightening things are hidden in pies, and those characters covering fish in a thick crust or sauce are just as quick to hide their intentions. Daenerys tries hopelessly to plant olive trees in Meereen as the violence there escalates. “Every dish seems to have a double meaning. And some feasts appear to have one purpose but reveal much darker motivations that often end in disaster and death” (Kistler 133).


  Seasons too have deeper meanings. There’s the red comet that heralds war, violence, and dragons, with a different meaning for each character. Characters progress from being youths and the untried “knights of summer” through the tragedies of autumn and doom of winter to, one hopes, the resurrection of spring. The War for the Dawn is coming, as are the Rains of Castamere.


  Colors have a section as well, from the blue of Daenerys’s dress, casting her as the Virgin Mary, to the Black Brothers and White Cloaks. In heraldry, red represents martyrdom and a warrior’s courage, while gold “signifies glory, faith, constancy, and wisdom” (Shepherd 343). Jojen Reed has the greensight, an ancient power of nature and the Old Gods. Ser Barristan and Brienne serve the realm humbly, as shown by their colors. Of course, there are the symbols of ice and fire: Stark children with red hair and blue eyes or swords of red and grey. Chief among these are the weirwood trees, red and white above black pools, with black ravens in their branches.


  There are many more intriguing symbols, of course, as Daenerys’s prophecies and protectors come in threes just like a fairytale. There are towers and water gardens, pyramids and the infamous Iron Throne.


  As this book is designed for fans of books or show, it doesn’t spoil major events from the books. This is the perfect guide for any fan of the series, especially one seeking deeper insights in the game and its players.


  

  Animals
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  Bat


  In the books, Jaime, then Brienne, wears the shield of the Black Bat of Lothar, accursed “arms of ill repute” from a house of Harrenhal that died out (IV.131). In fact, the bat symbolizesdeath and rebirth, as it emerges from caves in the womb of the earth each night. It can also suggest illusion, emphasizing Jaime and Brienne’s desires to hide, remake themselves, and escape the burdens of past and family.
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  A black bear in a green wood is the sigil of House Mormont, vassals of House Stark. When Jeor Mormont “the Old Bear” took the black, he eventually became Lord Commander of the Night’s Watch. He holds the Mormont ancestral sword Longclaw, which he gives to Jon, remarking that wolves have claws as well as bears.


  Jorah, Lord Jeor’s son, is exiled by Ned Stark for selling slaves. He eventually pledges fealty to Viserys, then Daenerys. With her brother on the Wall and his son in exile, Maege assumes control of her House in the book. She and her warrior daughters are trusted warriors in King Robb’s entourage, until the Red Wedding. As Commander Mormont describes her to Jon Snow:


  Youare not the only one touched by this war. Like as not, my sister is marching inyour brother’s host, her and those daughters of hers, dressed in men’s mail. Maege is a hoary old snark, stubborn, short-tempered, and willful. Truth be told, I can hardly stand to be around the wretched woman, but that does not mean my love for her is any less than the love you bear your half-sisters. (I.783)


  The Lords of Bear Island are surrounded by legends that they can shapeshift into bear form, as the Starks can with wolves. Dacey describes a carving over her gates of “a woman in a bearskin, with a child in one arm suckling at her breast. In the other hand she holds a battleax” (III.630).


  Myths speak of many shapeshifting bears, as they were considered one of the species closest to humans. The song “The Bear and Maiden Fair,” popular at every celebration in Westeros, appears to be a Beauty and the Beast style story of the lovely maiden charming the savage creature. Like wolves, bears resemble humans in their intelligence and social interactions. They spoke to the basic, primitive side of mankind, as both Mormonts teach Jon and Dany practicality.


  In heraldry, a bear is a symbol of healing and personal health and bravery (Mounet Lipp). He brings strength, cunning and ferocity to the protection of his clan. Thus Daenerys often calls large, hairy Jorah her “bear” in the books. She thought of her childhood protector, Ser Willem Darry, as a “bear” as well (I.31).


  Other bears feature in the series, as Brienne must face a bear with a tourney sword in the third book or “The Bear and Maiden Fair.” Bears are savage, wild creatures of course, especially those goaded by man. By defeating the creature, Jaime and Brienne cast themselves as a “bear and maiden fair” though neither resembles the label. In fact, they use quick-wittedness to escape, emphasizing that they must abandon their accepted roles and find new paths. There’s a dancing bear at Joffrey’s wedding and elsewhere, but these tend to be sad, awkward and elderly rather than dangerous, a reflection of nature’s decline.


  

  Birds


  Varys is known for his “little birds” – small children from the Free Cities who spy for him. The Hound and Cersei call Sansa “little bird” on occasion. In the early seasons, Cersei’s gowns are embroidered with birds, though she eventually develops a more ferocious motif. Costume designer Michele Clapton comments, “The bird embroidered on her clothes gives way to more and more lions” (Cogman 81).


  Sparrows, religious followers named for the least assuming of birds, appear in the fourth book, bringing the dead to King’s Landing to appeal for an end to war. “As the sparrow is the humblest and most common of the birds, they are the humblest and most common of men” (IV.420). They’re “filthy, unkempt creatures, with leather shields and axes” (IV.357). While they seem harmless, they swarm the capitol in greater and greater numbers.


  In each case, the bird imagery is meant to suggest a harmless, sweet quality, but the characters reveal themselves as far stronger than others assume. The sparrows of King’s Landing, like lovely Cersei, unassuming Varys, and even little Sansa, all have a hard edge. Margaery laments that Joffrey’s taste in necklaces probably runs to “severed sparrow heads,” but he should not discount those weaker than himself (“Two Swords”).


  Daario, the pretty popinjay sellsword who joins Daenerys’s crew, tells the others: “When you hear a songbird’s whistle, you come. I’m a great whistler. The greatest in the land” (“The Rains of Castamere”). Though he appears pretty and useless, he’s also a fearsome fighter.


  Varamyr the skinchanger explains in the A Dance with Dragons prologue, “Bears, boars, badgers, weasels ... Haggon did not hold with such. Some skins you never want to wear, boy. You won’t like what you become. Birds were the worst, to hear tell of it” (V.10). Birds don’t symbolize freedom in the series, but a harmless appearance that soon turns deadly. The symbolism links up well here.


  

  Cats


  In heraldry, a cat is a symbol of liberty, vigilance and courage (Mounet Lipp). It is also a feminine icon, linked with the moon and various goddesses.


  The Roman goddess of Liberty was represented as holding a cup in one hand, a broken sceptre in the other, and a cat lying at her feet. No animal is so great an enemy to all constraint as a cat.


  The cat was held in veneration by the Egyptians as sacred to the goddess Bubastis. This deity is represented with a human body and a cat’s head. Diodorus tells us that whoever killed a cat, even by accident, was by the Egyptians punished with death. (Vinycomb 207)


  As Arya “chases cats” in the first book and season, then strikes out on her own, she has a great deal of cat symbolism herself. Arya is very adaptable. “From working in the kitchens of Harrenhal to becoming ‘Cat of the Canals’ in Braavos, she learns to accept her situation for what it is and thereby to do what is required” (Jacoby, “No One Dances the Water Dance” 242). In Braavos, “Cats liked the smell of Cat” and they follow her about as she compares herself to the lean scrawny ones (IV.510).


  Catching cats indicates her increasing skill and agility:


  Catching cats was hard. Her hands were covered with half-healed scratches, and both knees were scabbed over where she had scraped them raw in tumbles. At first even the cook’s huge fat kitchen cat had been able to elude her, but Syrio had kept her at it day and night. When she’d run to him with her hands bleeding, he said, “So slow? Be quicker, girl. Your enemies will give you more than scratches.” He had dapped her wounds with myrish fire, which burned so bad she had to bite her lip to keep from screaming. Then he sent her out after more cats. (I.338)


  As she journeys the castle in search of them, she also encounters one cat in particular:


  The Red Keep was full of cats: lazy old cats dozing in the sun, cold-eyed mousers twitching their tails, quick little kittens with claws like needles, ladies cats all combed and trusting, ragged shadows prowling the midden heaps. One by one Arya had chased them down and snatched them up and brought them proudly to Syrio Forel... all but this one, the one-eared black devil of a tomcat. “That’s the real king of this castle right there,” one of the gold cloaks had told her. Older than sin and twice as mean. One time, the king was feasting the queen’s father, and that black bastard hopped up on the table and snatched a roast quail right out of Lord Tywin’s fingers. Robert laughed so hard he like to burst. “You stay away from that one, child” (I.338-339)


  He becomes her nemesis in a way, but also her path to knowledge – she overhears Varys and Illyrio talking while on her quest to catch him. Thus the black cat functions as a replacement wolf in a sense, alerting her to unseen dangers and guiding her to a safe route from the castle.


  Many fans wonder if he guarded another girl before Arya, or even functioned as her trusted warg companion. Varys comments:


  Rhaenys was a child too. Prince Rhaegar’s daughter. a precious little thing, younger than your Arya. She had a small black kitten she called Balerion, did you know? I always wondered what happened to him. Rhaenys like to pretend he was the true Balerion, The Black Dread of old, but i imagine the Lannisters taught her the difference between a kitten and a dragon quick enough, the day they broke down her door. (I.636)


  His name, for the great dragon of Aegon the Conqueror, speaks of strength as well as the human-animal bond. Many wonder if part of Rhaenys, Daenerys’s niece, lives on in this black cat. When asked if he is Rhaenys’ kitten, Martin replies only with an enigmatic “Could be.” As the cat menaces Tommen’s vulnerable black kittens – Ser Pounce, Lady Whiskers, and Boots – the ghost of the Targaryens seems to be haunting Tommen and preparing for his death, symbolically if not literally.


  From soup to sweet Tommen burbled about the exploits of his kittens, whilst feeding them morsels of pike off his own royal plate. “The bad cat was outside my window last night,” he informed Kevan at one point, “but Ser Pounce hissed at him and he ran off across the roofs.” (IV.276)


  Many wonder at the significance of the large black tomcat as it prowls the palace and snarls at Tommen’s beloved kittens. Does he represent the violence that will rebound from Rhaenys’ death and kill Tommen? Does he represent catlike Arya, turned assassin and coming for the Lannisters? As a child, Joffrey cut open a pregnant cat and King Robert beat him severely for it. If cats in the castle are meant to be the sacrificed Targaryens, they’re coming for Tommen with a vengeance.


  Varamyr the skinchanger explains in the A Dance with Dragons prologue, “Cats were vain and cruel, always ready to turnon you” (V.10). In her later adventures, Arya is selfish and violent, training in feeling only callousness. One of her many personas is “Cat of the Canals,” emphasizing her association with the wild creatures. She names herself, a sign of strength:


  She bit her lip. “Could I be Cat?”


  “Cat.” He considered. “Yes. Braavos is full of cats. One more will not be noticed.” (IV.326)


  In a released chapter from The Winds of Winter, there’s another link between cats and selfish violence: “Braavos was a good city for cats, and they roamed everywhere, especially at night.In the fog all cats are grey,” Mercy thought. “In the fog all men are killers.”


  Lastly, Syrio tells Arya a story about a cat that seems to touch themes of the series. A Sealord tells everyone his cat is a magical creature, and all agree with him because he’s rich and powerful, or they don’t trust the evidence of their own eyes.


  “And to him I said, ‘Each night in the alleys of Braavos I see a thousand like him,’ and the Sealord laughed, and that day I was named the first sword.”


  Arya screwed up her face. “I don’t understand.”


  Syrio clicked his teeth together. “The cat was an ordinary cat, no more. The others expected a fabulous beast, so that is what they saw. How large it was, they said. It was no larger than any other cat, only fat from indolence, for the Sealord fed it from his own table. What curious small ears, they said. Its ears had been chewed away in kitten fights. And it was plainly a tomcat, yet the Sealord said ‘her,’ and that is what the others saw. Are you hearing?”


  Arya thought about it. “You saw what was there.”


  “Just so. Opening your eyes is all that is needing. The heart lies and the head plays tricks with us, but the eyes see true. Look with your eyes. Hear with your ears. Taste with your mouth. Smell with your nose. Feel with your skin. Then comes the thinking, afterward, and in that way knowing the truth.” (I.531-532)


  If Arya can learn this lesson, she will be a fierce warrior in truth.


  

  Dragons


  He lifted his eyes and saw clear across the narrow sea, to the Free Cities and the green Dothraki sea and beyond, to Vaes Dothrak under its mountain, to the fabled lands of the Jade Sea, to Asshai by the Shadow, where dragons stirred beneath the sunrise. (I.136-137)


  Bran’s vision may indicate dragons still live in Asshai, or he may be seeing the past. Either way, dragons represent a world of magic and wonder, now returned along with the birth of Daenerys’s trio. Pyat Pree tells her, “When your dragons were born, our magic was born again.” As animal symbolism goes, dragons are far more powerful than lions, stags, or wolves – the mightiest of the mythic animals. He is also the bravest of all the creatures in heraldry (Mounet Lipp). In alchemy, dragons symbolize eternal change, a strong representation of Daenerys herself.


  All cultures have dragons, and not just because of the prevalence of dinosaur bones. In humanity’s cultural memory appears to be the giant lizard, fierce and terrifying.


  The ancients conceived it as the embodiment of malignant and destructive power, and with attributes of the most terrible kind. Classic story makes us acquainted with many dreadful monsters of the dragon kind, to which reference will afterwards be more particularly made.


  It is often argued that the monsters of tradition are but the personification of solar influences, storms, the desert wind, the great deeps, rivers inundating their banks, or other violent phenomena of nature, and so, no doubt, they are, and have been; but the strange fact remains that the same draconic form with slight modifications constantly appears as the type of the thing most dreaded, and instead of melting into an abstraction and dying out of view, it has remained from age to age, in form, distinctly a ferocious flying reptile, until in the opinion of many the tradition has been justified by prosaic science. It is surprising to find that the popular conception of the dragon – founded on tradition, passed on through hundreds of generations – not only retains its identity, but bears a startling resemblance to the original antediluvian saurians, whose fossil remains now come to light through geological research, almost proving the marvellous power of tradition and the veracity of those who passed it on. (Vinycomb 59-60)


  The word “dragon” comes from the ancient Greek for serpent. In Christian myth, it is often a force of evil, with the dragon being defeated by the heroic St. George, or Dracula taking his name from “dragon.” Revelations 12:7-9 explains:


  And there was war in Heaven: Michael and his Angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his Angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found anymore in Heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his Angels were cast out with him.
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  In variants of this image, a dragon can represent pure gluttony and avarice. In stories from the Norse Ring Saga to Narnia, terribly greedy characters slowly transform into dragons, and Smaug in The Hobbit is known for his hoard. Tyrion describes popular lore about dragons as “fodder for fools” including “talking dragons” and “dragons hoarding gold and gems,” emphasizing that Martin’s world uses dragons for another purpose (V:767).


  This series abandons much of the evil and avaricious symbolism, in favor of the wonder and might of dragons. All bow before Daenerys when she hatches them, and rumors of her dragons spread around the world. Young Tyrion dreams of riding a dragon to feel the power and exhilaration of flight, far more magical than the wealth and privilege of the Lannisters.


  People are also selfish to acquire dragons. They function in the center of the Westeros arms race – he who has dragons will win any battle. More importantly, they’re a symbol of divine right and royalty in Westeros.


  The Celtic dragon was an ancient symbol of fertility, wisdom, and immortality. This creature was worn on kings’ torques as a sign of royal rule, then became a symbol of the York and Tudor kings of England. The Celts used the word “dragon” for “a chief,” leading to legends of Arthur Pendragon. “Those knights who slew a chief in battle slew a dragon, and the military title soon got confounded with the fabulous monster” (Vinycomb 89). Today it’s the Welsh dragon on the flag of Wales.


  Richard III as a badge had a black dragon. “The bages that he beryth by the Earldom of Wolsr(Ulster)ys a blacke dragon,” derived through his mother from the De Burghs, Earls of Ulster… At the Battle of Bosworth Field Henry bore the dragon standard … Henry VII., Henry VIII., Edward V., Mary and Elizabeth all carried the dragon as a supporter to the royal arms (Vinycomb 89)


  

  Daenerys’s Dragons


  The three dragons hatched from Daenerys’s eggs were given to her by Master Illyrio, who arranged her marriage in the first episode. She names them Viserion (white), Rhaegal (green) and Drogon (black, the largest and fiercest), after her two deceased brothers and her late husband, respectively. In Qarth, Daenerys is given a crown decorated with three dragons in those colors, a crown she wears through the books. As with the Starks and their wolves, the dragons express the emotions the diplomatic queen cannot. They frequently lash out at those she dislikes, especially Pyat Pree in Qarth and the slavers of Astapor and Yunkai. As Daenerys loses control of her dragons, her time in Meereen suggests losing control of herself and her purpose.


  

  Historical Dragons


  The three great dragons of Aegon the Conqueror and his sisters were Balerion, Meraxes, and Vhagar. Aegon rode Balerion, Rhaenys rode Meraxes, and Visenya rode Vhagar. Daenerys names her three ships for them after Qarth, emphasizing her kinship with the first conqueror. Aegon had two sister-wives, and Jorah tries to persuade Daenerys to have two husbands (one himself) to ride the dragons with her. Her ancestors never rode more than one chosen dragon, just as the Starks each have one chosen wolf.


  Good Queen Alysanne, wife of Jaehaerys the Conciliator, rode a dragon named Silverwing. Balerion was killed some time in Jaehaerys’s reign. Silverwing’s fate is unclear.


  Many dragons fittingly appear in the civil war called the Dance of the Dragons, shown in the novella, “The Princess and the Queen.” Rhaenyra Targaryen, the queen apparent before her half-brother snatches the throne, rides the yellow dragon Syrax. “Syrax had long grown accustomed to chains; exceedingly well fed, she had not hunted for years” (749). Meleys, called theRed Queen, was an old she-dragonridden by PrincessRhaenys Targaryen, Rhaenyra’s aunt and mentor. “Her scales were scarlet and the membranes of her wings were pink. Her crest, horns, and claws were bright as copper. She had grown lazy but was fearsome when roused. Meleys was old, cunning and no stranger to battle” (713).


  Rhaenyra’s three oldest sons ride the bold young dragons Vermax, Arrax, and Tyraxes, all of whom die the same day as their riders. Her other son Aegon the Younger escapes capture riding his dragon Stormcloud for the first time, though the dragon dies just after. “The boy was white with terror, shaking like a leaf and stinking of piss. Only nine, he had never flown before … and would never fly again” (730).


  The princess’s royal half-brother Aegon rides Sunfyre with gleaming gold scales and pale pink wing membranes. The Bronze Fury, Vermithor, is enormous and over a century old. Tessarion, the Blue Queen, dances with Seasmoke in the air, possibly in “more mating dance than battle” (773). She is Prince Daeron the Daring’s, with “her wings as dark as cobalt and her claws and crest and belly scales as bright as beaten copper” (713).


  Seasmoke is a pale silver-grey dragon ofDragonstone. Sheepstealer is a “notoriously ugly mud brown” (729). Grey Ghost is shy and pale in color. The Cannibal is “black as coal” and known for eating young dragons (779). All these are unclaimed dragons that Targaryen bastards attempt to ride during the war, with different levels of success. Though the scent of the Targaryen bloodline helps, many dragons will eat frightened would-be riders instead of accepting servitude.


  

  Targaryens


  Dragons can also refer to the Targaryens, of course. Daenerys proclaims that her hero-brother Rhaegar was not the last dragon – she is.


  [image: tmp_15e241b5bd0a6147b6d94fd36e151797_yWZmSX_html_m1e3c7f48.jpg]Ser Barristan:When your brother Rhaegar led his men at the battle of the Trident, men died for him because they believed in him. Because they loved him. I fought beside the last dragon that day, my grace. I bled beside him.

  Jorah:Rhaegar fought valiantly. Rhaegar fought nobly. And Rhaegar died.

  Daenerys:Did you know him well, Ser Barristan?

  Ser Barristan:I did, your grace. Finest man I ever met.

  Daenerys:I wish I had known him. But he wasnotthe last dragon. (“Walk of Punishment”)


  When the children of the previous regime are killed, King Robert famously remarks, “I see no babes. Only dragonspawn” (I.112). Several Targaryens including Viserys proclaim they are the dragon or believe they can transform into one (thus one mad king drinks wildfire!). This may be more than madness, considering the Starks’ warg power.


  There’s a vision in a released chapter of the sixth book:


  It was then that pasty, pudgy Teora raised her eyes from the creamcakes on her plate. “It is dragons.”


  “Dragons?” said her mother. “Teora, don’t be mad.”


  “I’m not. They’re coming.”


  “How could you possibly know that?” her sister asked, with a note of scorn in her voice. “One of your little dreams?”


  Teora gave a tiny nod, chin trembling. “They were dancing. In my dream. And everywherethe dragons danced the people died.”


  Since only three (known) dragons remain in the world, it’s likely dragons here means Targaryens and Targaryen claimants. Another civil war is coming, with the new kings Melisandre saw taking the old kings’ places.


  

  Other Possible Dragons


  Dragon eggs are stored on Dragonstone Isle, home of dragonglass and many Targaryen secrets. The stone dragons around which the castle is built may in fact come to life as Daenerys’s eggs do.


  It’s unclear whether the wolf Summer sees the red comet or something else when Bran and Rickon emerge from the Winterfell crypts in a type of rebirth: “The smoke and ash clouded his eyes, and in the sky he saw a great winged snake whose roar was a river of flame. He bared his teeth, but then the snake was gone. Behind the cliffs tall fires were eating up the stars” (II. 699). Did a dragon lie buried in the crypts under Winterfell?


  Gold dragons are the most expensive currency, and characters sometimes make dragon puns. It seems unlikely that any prophecies about dragons battling or dragons coming forth from stone mean cold, hard cash, however.


  There’s also a constellation called the Ice Dragon. Martin wrote a short story about a living ice dragon, and many wonder if one dwells under the Wall. InA Dance With Dragons, Jon repeatedly recalls Old Nan’s tales of an Ice Dragon, which may prove significant.


  

  Dragonflies


  Dragonflies are magically glittering and lovely, but short-lived. The dress Joffrey has torn off Sansa is grey with dragonfly details, emphasizing Sansa’s evanescent fragility. In Targaryen history, Duncan the “Prince of Dragonflies” appears to have died young while tragically in love with Jenny of Oldstones.


  The dragonfly is a symbol of free will, apt for Prince Duncan who gave up his crown and married the woman he loved. Likewise in the short stories, Dunk admires dragonflies and daydreams about dragons when choosing to be an independent hedge knight. Sansa appears to have little free will, but slowly develops it as she learns to create her own destiny.


  In Dany’s last chapter of book five, “Insects buzzed around her, lazy dragonflies and glistening green wasps and stinging midges almost too small to see” (934). She is making a choice about a new destiny before her, as she seeks a world of permanence.


  

  Eagle


  “He can enter the minds of animals and see through their eyes.” Mance Rayder says of the warg Orellin “Dark Wings, Dark Words.” Orell in book and show is a wildling raider who can put his mind into the body of an eagle. This allows him to scout great distances. While Orell inhabits the eagle, Jon Snow kills his body, leaving the eagle with part of his personality. He flies at Jon and attacks him. This may all be foreshadowing if a Stark (or Snow) is killed and retreats into a wolf.


  The eagle is generally a symbol of resurrection, as the eagle was believed to rejuvenate by flying into the sun. Psalm 103:5 explains, “Thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” Thus it
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