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How To Use This Ebook

Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.

Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.

You can double tap images and tables to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.


Introduction

Hi, I’m Lisa Bardot!
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Ever since I was able to hold a marker and a pair of scissors, I’ve been doing every craft imaginable: making my own toys, sewing with my mom, woodworking with my dad, and being creative in any way I could, from painting, photography, and printmaking, to ceramics, calligraphy, and creating films. But through it all, illustration has always held a special place in my heart and I dreamed of having the skills to create images from my imagination. Even though I’d always wanted to learn how to draw, I hated making grayscale pencil sketches. The magic of creating I’d fallen in love with through other artistic endeavors was just not there. So despite my desire, I gave up again and again… until I met the Procreate app.

I had just become a new mother, and I could see my creative self slipping away from me in the joy and chaos of caring for a newborn. I was desperately missing my creative outlets, which were too cumbersome to undertake given my current circumstances. When my husband gifted me my first iPad, I quickly discovered I could use it for drawing and was instantly hooked. In between the stress, mess, and exhaustion, it was such a relief to plop down on my sofa and play with the different colors and brushes. I drew animals for my infant son, which hang in frames on his bedroom wall to this day. As I began to explore this new art form, I felt a strong pull toward my dreams of being an illustrator.

So to develop those skills and find my identity as an artist, I made a goal to draw something every day for one year.

During that year, I became pregnant again and was suffering from severe depression. But I continued to draw as much as I could, and it became clear how important drawing was to my emotional well-being. In my postpartum days, drawing was a cathartic way to cope with or celebrate everything I was going through, and in sharing these drawings, I found a way to connect with others.

My digital drawing habit inspired me to start developing my own custom Procreate brushes, which I eventually began selling through my business Bardot Brush. The brushes prompted me to teach people how to use them, so I started making tutorials, too! Since then, I’ve taught millions of people around the world how to find their creativity through drawing on the iPad. In an effort to share with others the value of daily artmaking, I established the Making Art Everyday project: a series of daily drawing prompts, tutorials, and motivation to help people overcome creative fears and develop their art practice. And a few years later, I opened the virtual doors to Art Maker’s Club, a joy-filled creative community and learning hub for digital artmakers. It’s been the greatest pleasure of my career to share the magic of making art with others.



Why Draw Digitally?

Thanks to today’s technology, learning illustration and creating art digitally is easier than ever. At its core, digital art is art. An iPad is just another tool in a long line of art media technology that has developed since the first cave paintings. Digital art is just as ‘real’ as pencils, markers, oil paints, and acrylics. In terms of learning to draw, the iPad is the perfect tool. It can be taken with you just about anywhere for opportunistic drawing practice, it doesn’t require a lot of supplies and setting up, you don’t have to worry about wasting paper, and you can set it down or pick it up at any moment, making it a convenient option for our busy modern lives. Not only that, but you also have a wide variety of art media, every available color, and the opportunity to experiment with limitless artistic styles right at your fingertips.

This book is for anyone who wants to use drawing to pursue a creative practice, tell stories, convey their emotions, or express themselves visually. Drawing is a skill that can be cultivated through practice, and I hope to fill that process with fun and color, while unlocking your creativity. In this book, you’ll learn the basics of line, shape, form, and value, as well as digital art essentials, color theory, shading, proportions, and more. Each topic is covered progressively, so your skills will build over time. As you get to later chapters and projects, you’ll apply skills you learned previously, culminating in crafting entire scenes by the end of the book. I also emphasize developing your own artistic style, with tips and exercises to help you stylize any subject and showcase your unique aesthetic.

In no time at all, drawing on an iPad will feel as natural as picking up a notebook and pencil, and you’ll be creating colorful illustrations and unique works of art.

[image: image]

[image: image]


Years ago, before the invention of the iPad, I wanted to learn digital illustration so I bought a drawing tablet—a gray pad that hooks up to a computer and allows you to draw with a stylus in the same way you’d use a mouse. There was such a disconnect between what I was doing with my hands and what was happening on the screen that I abandoned my attempt. It wasn’t until I got my iPad Pro and Apple Pencil that I realized how much the tools we use can help or hinder the process of creating art.

The experience of making art matters just as much (if not more) than the results. I love drawing on my iPad, and all the skills I’ve developed as an illustrator can be attributed to that: I love it, so I do it a lot, giving myself ample opportunity to learn, experiment, and grow as an artist.

This chapter is the exciting first step on your digital drawing journey, and will introduce you to the tools and software you’ll need to begin making art with this modern medium. It is my sincere hope that these tools will resonate with you as they did with me—and that you find as much joy in digital artmaking as I do.



Tools: Hardware & Software

Digital art can be created on computers, tablets, and even smartphones, and there is a wide array of software and apps available. It may be difficult to know where to start. I suggest choosing the tools and software that will cause you the most enjoyment and, almost as importantly, the least frustration. Frustrations may be what cause you to give up on drawing—I know, because I have experienced this in my own journey as an artist. In the end, it’s all about making it easy for you to make art and improve your skills.

Hardware

In this book, we’ll primarily be using the Procreate app. As of this writing, Procreate is only being developed for iOS, so you’d need an iPad to use it. Apple makes four different iPads: iPad, iPad mini, iPad Air, and iPad Pro. Any of these devices would be excellent for creating digital art, but there are some considerations to make as you are deciding which iPad is the best for you.

The amount of RAM in an iPad is important for the performance of apps, especially in Procreate, as it determines the number of layers available for use. More RAM means more layers, providing a clear advantage in terms of creative flexibility. The iPad Air and iPad Pro have the most RAM and therfore offer the most layers.

Another consideration is screen size. I like to use a large screen, but some people may want a smaller device for portability.

You may also want to consider storage capacity. A larger hard drive means more room to store your artwork files. If your budget allows, go for a larger hard drive.

Finally, check the stylus compatibility of your iPad. You can’t get a better stylus for drawing or painting on the iPad than the Apple Pencil. In fact, Procreate was developed specifically to work with the Apple Pencil. All new iPad models are Apple Pencil compatible, but older models may not be, so be sure to check Apple Support to see if your model is.

Accessories

You don’t need much to get started with digital drawing, but here are three must-have accessories.

Firstly, as discussed above, the Apple Pencil is, by far, the best stylus for drawing and painting, and it’s your most essential accessory. Brush size, opacity, and a variety of other Procreate brush settings are controlled by the Apple Pencil’s unmatched pressure and tilt sensitivities. The Apple Pencil offers the most natural drawing experience.

Secondly, I highly recommend using a screen protector when drawing on an iPad. Using the Apple Pencil on a bare glass screen can feel slippery or sticky. I use a matte glass screen protector, which gives a smooth, buttery drawing feel; plus, it’s anti-glare, which eliminates distracting reflections.

Finally, it is usually more comfortable to draw when the iPad is at an angle versus flat on a surface. Get a case with a built-in ability to angle the iPad. A case will also protect the body and screen of your device, which is very important as well.

Software

There is a wide range of painting and drawing apps and programs on the market, and as the industry and user base grow, new programs are coming on to the scene regularly.


Popular apps for digital art
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[image: Illustration] Clip Studio Paint
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NOTE: Start your digital drawing journey using what you have for now and work your way up the technology ladder as you go.
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Spotlight on Procreate
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This book focuses on learning to draw in the Procreate app, but many of the concepts you’ll learn are fundamental to drawing and digital art, and you can apply them to other apps, programs, or even traditional pencil-and-paper drawing. With that said, Procreate remains one of the most affordable and popular options for digital drawing apps. Despite being powerful enough for professionals, the interface is simple enough for beginners, so you can focus on making art instead of getting bogged down in endless options and menus.

Procreate Basics

Procreate is a drawing and painting app for iOS that has captured the artmaking world’s attention thanks to its innovation, ease of use, and accessibility, making it the perfect software for people like you who want to learn how to draw digitally. Before you start drawing, you’ll want to familiarize yourself with the Procreate interface and some of the tools and features you’ll use throughout this book. Feel free to revisit the following pages whenever you need a refresher.


Gallery View

The first time you open Procreate, you’ll be greeted with the Gallery View. Here, you can open and organize your existing artwork or create a new canvas by tapping the ‘+’ sign on the top right, revealing a list of canvas templates.
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Choosing a Canvas Template

‘Screen size’ is a great option for sketching and practice, but for general artwork, I’d suggest making your own canvas template by tapping this icon. After opening a canvas template, you’ll see the Procreate interface.

For more about canvas size and resolution, see here.
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Procreate Interface
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NOTE: The software features presented in this book are up to date at the time of writing. Things may look a little different if you’re reading this in the future (if you are, your past self says hi, and they’re so proud of you!).
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Brush Library

Tap the paintbrush icon to access a wide variety of brushes to use in your digital art. Here you can choose from the pre-installed default brushes, import third-party brushes, or create your own.

1. Brushes are organized into sets.

2. Tap the selected brush to access the Brush Studio, where you can edit brush settings or create your own brushes.
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Explore brushes





Layers Panel

The two squares icon will open the layers panel which you can use to create separated parts of your artwork, adjust layer opacity, set blend modes, and change the background color.

1. You can only draw on or modify the selected layer, highlighted in blue. Tap to open the Layer Options Menu to select, clear, create masks, and more.

2. See a thumbnail of the layer’s contents.

3. Tap the ‘+’ to create a new layer.

4. Uncheck the box to hide a layer.

5. Tap this letter to change the layer’s opacity or blend mode.

6. Tap ‘Background Color’ to change it.
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Learn all about layers in Chapter 3





Colors Panel

Tap the circle in the upper-right corner to open the colors panel. Select colors using several modes and create color palettes.

1. To choose a color, first select a hue . . .

2. . . . then set the color’s saturation and brightness.

3. There are several modes for selecting colors.

4. Primary and secondary colors.

5. Save colors in a palette here.
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Learn all about color in Chapter 4





Fill Shapes with Color Drop

Drag the Color Panel circle into a closed shape to quickly fill with color.
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Adjusting Color Drop Threshold

If color isn’t completely filling the shape or spills out everywhere, you may need to adjust the Color Drop Threshold. Fill a shape using the Color Drop tool, but don’t lift your stylus or finger. Without lifting off the screen, drag to the left or right to adjust how much color spills into other areas.
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Essential Gestures

As a touch-based application, Procreate is primarily controlled with gestures. Tap, twist, swipe, spread, pinch, and scrub—indispensable controls are at your fingertips.

It won’t take long for these gestures to become second nature as you continue to use Procreate. In fact, Procreate users often find themselves unknowingly tapping and swiping their paper sketchbooks!
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Interface Gestures
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Zoom & Rotate Canvas

Two-finger pinch, spread, and rotate.
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Clear Layer or Selection

Three-finger back-and-forth ‘scrub.’
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Copy/Paste Menu

Three-finger swipe down.

[image: image]
Eraser & Smudge Quick Select

Tap and hold the Eraser tool icon. Whatever brush you were using to paint will be used for the Eraser, ensuring consistency in texture between


Color Gestures

Select Color
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Layer Gestures
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Reorder Layers


Select Multiple Layers


Delete or Duplicate a Layer
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Enable Alpha Lock


Select Layer Contents


Quick Layer Opacity
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Merge Layers



Selections
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Making a Freehand Selection
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Transform

[image: image]

[image: image]










[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]




Exporting & File Formats
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File Formats that Preserve Layers
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Procreate—Keep it Native
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PSD—Photoshop Compatible



File Formats that Flatten
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JPEG—Compact & Convenient
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PNG—Quality with Transparency
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TIFF—High-Quality Printing
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PDF—Popular & Print-Friendly
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Which File Format Should I Use?




Printing & Resolution

What Size Should I Make my Canvas for Digital Art?



Pixels Can Be Large


Pixels Can Be Small
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High Res for Happier Artmaking


Is Bigger Really Better?


General Guidelines for Creating Canvases
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Menus & Editing Tools
1. Actions: Import media, customize

your canvas settings, export your art
for sharing, watch a time-lapse replay

tion, and adjust your

ne-tune and tweak
your art with filters and adjustments
such as color alterations, blur, liquify,
and more.
3. Selections: Several ways are
available to select part of your artwork
for greater control when working.
4. Transform: Move selections around

and stretch, flip, distort, and warp.

»
6

Painting Tools
5. Brushes: Choose one of the many built-in
Procreate brushes to paint or draw, import
custom brushes, or create your own brushes.
6. Smudge: Soften and blend colors on

your canvas.

7. Eraser: Choose any brush in your library
to erase.

8. Layers: Separate parts of your artwork for
independent manipulatio

9. Color: Select colors, create palettes, and
use Color Drop.

10. Brush Size: Make the size of your brust
strokes la

11. Brush Opacity: Adjust the transparency
of your brush strokes.

12. Undo & Redo: Mistakes are a thing of the past.






OEBPS/images/f0017-03.png
Two-finger
gestures





OEBPS/images/f0017-02.png
One-finger
gestures





OEBPS/images/f0017-01.png
m Previous Color

Tap and hold the
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to switch to your
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Color Snapping
Double-tap around
the color disc to get
pure-value colors such
as pure black or white.





