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CHAPTER ONE: THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST
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The final book of our New Testament is described as “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show unto His servants, even the things which must shortly come to pass.” We are told that God made it known by sending His angel to His servant John. We accept that this was the apostle John, now aged and exiled in the Island of Patmos for the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus.

John assures us that he testified to all that he saw during this remarkable experience in his place of lonely exile. He described what was revealed to him as “the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus”. Here was a wonderful disclosure of divine purposes, God’s written Word in all its authority declaring how the great plan of the ages would be brought to its climax. Central to it all was the Person of Christ. In chapter 19 verse 10, we find the notable comment “The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”. Acts 10:43 reminds us that to Him all the Old Testament prophets bore witness, that everyone who believes in Him receives the forgiveness of sins through His Name. And when we come to the Bible’s final great prophetic book the same principle applies. It is essentially the testimony of Jesus, God’s witness to His well-beloved Son. It has pleased the Father that in all things He should have the pre-eminence. The final triumph of Jesus Christ is confirmed, for He must reign till God has put all His enemies under His feet (1 Corinthians 15:25).

Perhaps some believers tend to avoid the Book of Revelation, feeling that much of it is difficult for us to understand. That indeed is true. Many of the prophecies are in the form of visions, and their interpretation is by no means straightforward. But this should not deter us. In chapter 1 verse 3 we are given strong encouragement to read the prophecy and obey its message: “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.”

So we are assured a blessing from God as we read, consider and practise what is written in the Book of Revelation. We trust that we shall enjoy something of this promised blessing as we study the early chapters of the book together.

Interestingly, the promise of blessing is repeated in the last chapter of the book, where we read: “These words are faithful and true: and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show unto His servants the things which must shortly come to ... blessed is he that keepeth the words of the prophecy of this book” (vv.6,7). These words remind us of the reliability of God’s Word and the light that it sheds on His developing purposes; but also that to know spiritual blessing through it we must be doers of the Word and not hearers only.

The apostle John was instructed by the Lord Jesus to write in a book what he saw, and send it to the seven churches in the Roman province of Asia. John began with a remarkable greeting to those seven churches: Grace to you and peace, from Him which is and which was and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before His throne; and from Jesus Christ, who is the Faithful Witness, the Firstborn of the dead, and the Ruler of the kings of the earth (Revelation 1:4).

In this greeting the apostle John embraced the Triune God, from whom he wished that grace and peace should flow to the disciples in the seven churches. God the Father is described as “Him which is and which was and which is to come”. In the same chapter we read: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith the Lord God, which is and which was and which is to come, the Almighty” (v.8). What a deeply impressive declaration! “Alpha” and “Omega”, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, indicate Him as the One who was there in the beginning, and who will also finalize His vast purpose by bringing in the eternal order of the new heaven and the new earth. He is from everlasting to everlasting and is working all things after the counsel of His will. It is most significant that in chapter 22 the Lord Jesus applies to Himself the same wonderful title, “the Alpha and the Omega”: “Behold I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to render to each man according as his work is. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End” (vv.12,13).

What is true of God the Father as to His everlasting Being is also true of the eternal Son and the eternal Spirit. As someone has written: 

“O God the Father, Holy One, 

With Thee is Thine eternal Son, 

And Holy Spirit, evermore 

The Three in One whom we adore, 

Thou Trinity, Thou Unity, 

Now let our praise accepted be.”

John’s greeting to the seven churches also included the seven Spirits which are before the throne. There is of course one Spirit, as we are reminded in Ephesians 4:4; but it has been helpfully suggested that the Holy Spirit is represented in the Book of Revelation as seven Spirits before the throne, as seven lamps of fire (Revelation 4:5) and seven eyes of the Lamb (Revelation 5:6). The number seven in Scripture usually expresses perfection, so these descriptions may speak of different aspects of the Holy Spirit’s activities.

Grace and peace are also from Jesus Christ, “the Faithful Witness, the Firstborn of the dead and the Ruler of the kings of the earth”. Majestic description! On earth the Lord Jesus faithfully witnessed to the truth; exalted a Prince and a Saviour, His witness continues over the centuries as the word of the truth of the gospel is made known. He is also the Firstborn of the dead, firstborn indicating supremacy, first in rank. He is the Ruler of the kings of the earth. Not that we yet see all things subjected to Him, as we are reminded in Hebrews 2:8, but faith accepts the assured testimony of the apostle Peter: “God hath made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified” (Acts 2:36). 

How thankfully we acknowledge the grace and peace brought to us by the Triune God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who worked in infinite love and wisdom to make possible our salvation. The revelation of Jesus Christ through the apostle John brings to a fitting close the whole range of revealed truth in Scripture, showing us the great end towards which events are moving under the almighty control of the Triune God.
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CHAPTER TWO: THE APOSTLE JOHN IN EXILE
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Let us continue our exploration of precious truths from the early chapters of the Book of Revelation by considering the stirring doxology: 


‘Unto Him that loveth us and loosed us from our sins by His blood; and He made us to be a kingdom, to be priests unto His God and Father; to Him be the glory and the dominion for ever and ever. Amen” (Revelation 1:5,6).



How our hearts respond to this adoration of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ! All we have of eternal value is because He loved us. We could never have been freed (or loosed) from our sins except by His blood, the sacrifice of Calvary; but He has done much more than free us from the judgement we so richly deserved for our sins. He has also made it possible for us to serve His God and Father in spiritual worship.

John had been told to write what he knew on a scroll and send it to the seven churches of God in the Roman province of Asia. Disciples of Christ in those churches of God had been brought together in subjection to the will of their risen Lord and Master. Linked with many other churches of God, they had together constituted the kingdom of God’ where the authority of the Lord Jesus was owned and His word put into practice. Whether other churches of God still remained loyal to the principles of the kingdom may be a matter of conjecture: but in any case the disciples in the seven churches in Asia would rejoice with John that the Lord Jesus had made them to be a kingdom, to be priests unto His God and Father. 

They were not only subjects of the kingdom, but also priests within a holy priesthood, together fulfilling principles of divine service in worship. How far-reaching the effects of the redeeming work of Christ. We thankfully and gladly echo the words of adoration: “To Him he the glory and the dominion for ever and ever”. Immediately following this ascription of praise, we are reminded of Christ’s future manifestation in glory: “Behold, He cometh with the clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they which pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth shall mourn over Him” (Revelation 1:7).

It is as though the aged apostle was given a glimpse of that glorious moment when the Lord Jesus will return to this earth to take His great power and reign. Our spirits also till to the thought of that future manifestation of the glory of the Lord Jesus at His coming as Son of Man.  Like the disciples to whom John wrote, we may at present serve the Master in a spiritual kingdom unrecognized by the world. We have the privilege of serving Christ in a world which has rejected its rightful King. Faith draws tremendous inspiration and hope from the assurance that “He must reign” (1 Corinthians 15:25). What a dramatic moment that will he when He comes “with the clouds; and every eye shall see Him”! Those who pierced Him are specially mentioned, doubtless referring to His own people, Israel. But not only Israel: all peoples on earth will mourn because of Him. Why the mourning? In recognition of sin and unbelief; in wonder that the rejected Man of Calvary has been made both Lord and Christ. From John’s heart came the exclamation: “Even so, Amen”! Reflecting the same longing for the Lord’s return, a Christian poet has written:

“We wait for His coming, 

we long for that day;

Bright star of the morning, 

Thou wilt not delay.

Let the purchased possession 

be gathered to Thee, 

Let the groaning creation 

from sorrow be free.”

The apostle John tells us the circumstances in which he received the revelation of Jesus Christ: “I John, your brother and partaker with you in the tribulation and kingdom and patience which are in Jesus, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus” (1:9). Let us look back for a moment to the early days when John was a young fisherman in Galilee. He had been aroused by the mighty preaching of John the Baptist, when all Israel was astir with the call to repentance in expectation of the Messiah. The wonderful day came when John heard the Baptist point to Jesus as the Lamb of God. With his friend Andrew, John followed Jesus, who invited them to stay with Him that day
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