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      For my aunt Shari, who asked me if this book would be too dirty for her.  I assured her it wouldn’t be, and I hope she enjoys it!

      XOXO

      Laramie
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      A new series from the USA Today and Wallstreet Journal bestselling author of the Moonshine Task Force Series.

      

      If you love Christmas novels with plenty of steam, Blizzard Bluff is the series for you.

      

      Trust Laramie Briscoe to provide engaging characters in a well-built world I want to revisit again and again. Carly Phillips, NY Times bestselling author.

      

      Holly, jolly, and all that's naughty...

      Holly Wreath

      Christmas is supposed to be the most wonderful time of the year. But not this year, at least not for me.

      Laid off from my job, left at the altar, and wanting to bury my head until the new year, I head to my family's cabin.

      Blizzard Bluff was in my rearview as soon as I graduated high school, but now I'm heading back to lick my wounds.

      The last person I expect to see is the boy who made my heart pound as a teenager. Only he's a man now, and he's going to be the one to turn my holiday around.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHAPTER ONE

          

          HOLLY

        

      

    

    
      “Do you, Holly, take this man to be your lawfully wedded husband?”

      Our eyes meet, my future in his. At this moment, I can see our future. The house, the kids, the dog, the winters in Blizzard Bluff, and summers on the lake. It’s all there.

      My next fifty years.

      And I can’t wait.

      “I do,” I answer, smiling up at him.

      From the moment I met Camden Newcomb, I knew he was my beginning and my end. His green eyes welcomed me in with the warmest greeting the first day we met. It was a whirlwind, the way he swept me off my feet, making promises of forever.

      “Camden, do you take this woman to be your lawfully wedded wife?”

      I wait, my heart thumping in my chest, my stomach whirling around in excitement. My smile is so wide my cheeks hurt. But then the pause goes on for much longer than necessary. Those eyes that have always been so warm as they stared back at me?

      They suddenly aren’t.

      At this moment, they're cold and unsure. His hands, which were holding mine before with such purpose, have gone clammy.

      “Holly,” he whispers, his voice hoarse and anxious. “I don’t think I’m ready,” he shakes his head.

      “What do you mean?” I whisper back, emotion clogging my throat. “You’re not ready?”

      “This all moved a little fast for me.”

      “A little fast?” I parrot back at him. “You asked me to marry you. Not the other way around. I thought we were working together for a future.”

      “I thought it was what we were supposed to do.”

      The preacher steps between us. “This is a conversation the two of you should have in private,” he raises his eyebrows.

      It’s then that I realize we’re standing in front of an audience. Our nearest and dearest are watching as the rest of my life implodes right in front of me.

      Grabbing him by the hand, I drag him to the side, ducking into a door. It takes everything I have to keep my voice down. “Camden, what the actual fuck is happening here?”

      “You shouldn’t use that word in church.”

      A piece of me knows I shouldn’t, but the other part of me - the devastated one - doesn’t care anymore. “Really? You shouldn’t have pulled this on me in church. Better yet, you shouldn’t have waited until we were in front of all our guests at our wedding. How long have you been thinking about this? How long have you been unsure about us? We’ve been planning this wedding for a year, Camden. At any point, you could’ve been man enough to let me know what was going on.”

      “I wish I would have.” He runs his fingers through his hair.

      It’s at this moment I realize what’s happening. The man I thought I’d be spending the rest of my life with is breaking my heart.

      The worst part?

      I never saw it coming.

      “Why didn’t you?” I ask, my voice breaking. “I wouldn’t have done this to you.” Finally, tears work their way into my eyes. My throat closes. My breath is coming quickly, and so is the panic attack.

      “I didn’t want to hurt you,” he shakes his head, turning away from me. “I thought I’d be able to settle.”

      The tears start now. “To settle? Jesus, this is worse than I thought. Did you ever really love me?”

      He swallows so hard I hear it in the room's quietness we’re in. “I love you, but I’m not in love with you, Holly.”

      “Well, now’s a great time to tell me, isn’t it? When you could’ve told me before we stood in front of this congregation. Do you know how embarrassed I am? I flew my family here from Blizzard Bluff.”

      He growls. “That’s part of the problem, Holly. They’re from a town called Blizzard Bluff. What the fuck does that even mean? My parents are from New York; we live in Boston. It’s like country came to town and has been here since your family showed up.”

      That hurts more than I expect it to.

      Since I moved to Boston after high school graduation, I’ve been trying to outrun where I came from. Trying to get rid of the stigma of small-town USA, the accent that plagued me in the first few years, and how I viewed everything in the big new world. Although I’d been excited to be in a big city and live what I saw as my brand new life, I’d been scared at the same time. Afraid I’d made the wrong decision.

      I’d left everything I’d known, including my high school boyfriend.

      Ironic because he’d had the same plans for me as I did for Camden. I guess the saying about what goes around comes back around is true.

      Sniffing, I straighten my back up, forcing myself to look him in the eye. “Since most of those people out there are my family members and friends, I’ll go explain the wedding won’t be taking place today or any other day.”

      “Holly, I’m sorry.”

      “Yeah, me too,” I glance over at him. “But what I’m more sorry about is the fact you didn’t care about me enough to be honest with me. If you didn’t love me romantically, I wish you would’ve loved me enough as a friend to save me the embarrassment of what I’m about to do.”

      “Holl,” he tries.

      “No, I never wanna speak to you again.”

      Letting out a slow breath, I walk out with my head held as high as I can. Stepping up to the pulpit, I wipe under my eyes. “I’m sorry to say there won’t be a wedding here

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  

OEBPS/images/vellum-created.png





This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/mark1_web.jpg





OEBPS/images/the-cabin-at-candy-cane-lane---laramie-briscoe---e-cover.jpg






