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Humor in the Bible
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All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked “NKJV” are taken from The New King James Version / Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville : Thomas Nelson Publishers., Copyright © 1982. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked “NIV” are taken from HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.

Scripture quotations marked “The Message” are from The Message. Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group.

Scripture quotations marked “NASB” are taken from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.

Scripture quotations marked “RSV” are taken from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1952 [2nd edition, 1971] by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked “NCV” are taken from the Holy Bible, The New Century Version®. Copyright © 1987, 1988, 1991. Used by permission of Word Publishing.

Scripture quotations marked “ESV” are taken from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked “KJV” are taken from the Holy Bible, King James Version, Cambridge, 1769.

In accordance with the “Fair Use” rule of copyright law, any copyrighted characters, celebrities, other people, companies, products, songs, etc. mentioned herein are presented as a form of parody. This book uses various forms of comedy, including parody, satire, and sarcasm, for humorous enjoyment and/or to make profound theological points.

You are solely responsible for the use of the ideas, concepts, and content herein and hold the author, this book, the publisher, and the bookseller harmless in any event or claim. Please know when a joke is joke. Nothing herein is intended to be malicious or sacrilegious.

Whew! Now that the Disclaimers and Liability Waivers are out of the way, let me say: Thank you for reading my super deluxe comedy combo book. Please have fun! And may God bless you.

* * * * * * *
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Thanks A Lot!

Gratitude is a key attitude, so here are the obligatory Thank You pages.

The Big Intro

Let’s Get This Party Started!

The Ancient Testament

Really, really old. But not out of date. Nor irrelevant. And still funny!

The Not As Ancient Testament

Also really old. But not really, really old. Nor out of date. Still relevant. Still funny. Possibly funnier since the jokes aren’t as old. Includes clever looks at Peter and Pontius Pilate, an insightful examination of the Resurrection of Christ, and The Ultimate Movie Trailer!

Parting Thoughts

That’s It for Me; I’m Outta Here!

* * * * * * *
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Author’s Note: 

When I use someone else’s material, I cite the source; or say “Author Unknown”; or an “old joke”. I hope you enjoy what I wrote and want to tell your friends. Please quote me and be sure to mention my book. I need the free publicity; and I don’t want my work deemed “Author Unknown”.

Blessings & Joy, 

The Dean James Version

* * * * * * *
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The Apostle Paul told the Thessalonians to give thanks in everything, so here I go.

Thank You God for making me, blessing me, and providing me with all this great material! Without His Holy Word, this book would merely be: “Laughter! Humor in the”

Thanks to my parents John and Edna for raising me with a sense of humor. Thanks to my brother Richard, sister Lisa, sister-in-law Sharon, brother-in-law Larry, my wonderful nieces Laura, Dana, Reagan, and Parker, and my nephew-in-law Kevin. Thanks to my aunts, uncles, cousins, etc. who exude comedy of all sorts at our family get-togethers.

Thanks to Cindy Byrnes O’Halloran for her fantastic feedback. Thanks to Josh Sitta for helping my drawing appear more vibrant and less Etch-A-Sketchy. And thanks to Mike Cotton of Cotton Web Design for his insightful assistance too.

Thanks to all my fun and funny friends, especially the Dittmers. Omar (Hey O!) & Gladys. Greg & Jenny; Joel & Marci; David & Amy; Janice. And all their children! Pastor David & Sandra Lingard who rescued me when my appendix burst!

Thanks to the family of believers at St. Paul Lutheran Church! Pastor Ron & Barb Pennekamp. And everyone else. (Too many to name!)

Posthumous thanks goes to my Grandpa Eddie Johnston who read and lived the Bible and always offered a friendly smile, a jovial laugh, a funny joke, prayers, encouragement, kind words, and candy: Smarties and Bazooka Joe Bubble Gum.

I also offer fond remembrances of my cousin Lon Adams who exhibited a hearty sense of humor; my cousin Laura Dunn who had a fun laugh; and much thanks to Barb Fecht who led the youth group and let me cut up.

And thank you, yes you, for reading this book! May you be blessed in wonderful ways for allowing me to share this labor of love and joy with you. More thanks if you paid for the book.

Especially full price!

Even more thanks if you buy several more copies to give as gifts. Birthdays, Christmas, Easter, anytime!

And while you’re being so generous,

please support:

World Vision

http://donate.worldvision.org

Thank you again.

May you be blessed to be a blessing.

Laughter & Love in the LORD!

Your blessed buddy,

Dean

* * * * * * *
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​THE BIG INTRO
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Finding humor in the Bible’s not as daunting as it sounds; because inside Scripture, laughter abounds. Why? God has a sense of humor! If you doubt that, look at your relatives. Everyone has at least one funny uncle, knows of someone who does, or is one.

Do other religions have sacred texts with intentional humor? I’m not suggesting the Bible is a book of humor. But God is a Being of Joy. The Gospel is The Good News!

I hope you like old jokes. Jokes as old as the Bible. God’s jokes! Divine Comedy. If you choose not to laugh, that’s your choice. I for one would reconsider. Especially during thunderstorms. And I hope you enjoy new jokes too. My jokes!

Although the words comedy, humor, funny, and joke do not appear in the NKJV Bible, the word laugh appears 108 times. Oh sure, 76 of those times, it appears as part of the word slaughter, but it still appears. And that still leaves 32 times for the words laugh, laughs, or laughter.

Proverbs 17:22a (NKJV):

A merry heart does good,

like medicine.

Proverbs 15:15b (NASB):

But a cheerful heart

has a continual feast.

Questions to Ponder:

Which animal did Christian musician David Meece call “the original Mister Ed”?

Who said (in the RSV): “Do I lack madmen, that you have brought this fellow to play the madman in my presence?”

Which book of the Bible do I say is like a textbook on how to write a great comedy?

What’s so funny about a handkerchief?

And more importantly:

What makes a great gift for birthdays, confirmation, Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas, anytime?

Play “The Crosscheck Cookie Game!” Whenever you find a wordplay with the word cross: Eat a cookie.

... Or to be more fun: Eat a hot cross bun.

... Or to be healthy, a carrot.

The answers can be found as you read along.

Enjoy!

And may God bless you!

Even when you don’t sneeze.

* * * * * * *
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​THE ANCIENT TESTAMENT
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GENESIS

Jenny says, I mean, Genesis means the beginning. This is our origin story. Who we are as humanity; and how we came to be. Or rather, how we got ourselves into this mess.

From the very beginning, we’ve never been able to stick to a diet. Even the simplest of diets, where you can eat anything and everything you want, except one thing. So what do we do? We eat that one thing.

And how odd mankind got kicked out of Paradise for eating the forbidden fruit, ‘cause nowadays, so few of us eat enough produce.

Funny Critters

Genesis 1:24

God creates all the animals of the Earth! That includes the platypus, chimpanzee, kangaroo, and giraffe! Our funny uncles. That one neighbor who always washes his car when it rains.

These creatures, and more, certainly show God has a sense of humor. Especially penguins when they waddle and slide on the ice. Good, clean fun. Unless they become rabid and attack. And then, not so much.

The Blame Game

Genesis 3:1-13

When Adam and Eve sin, they blame others! So in Adam’s eyes, it wasn’t his fault. It was God and Eve’s! Even Eve blames the serpent. “He tricked me!”

Notice Adam’s audacity! ”The woman whom You made to be with me.” (Emphasis added.) In other words, “It’s all Your fault, God. If You hadn’t made that snake-following, forbidden-fruit-eating woman, none of this would have happened! I’d still have my rib; humanity would still have its dignity; and I could still go commando.”

How could Paradise be Paradise

if It had snakes?

Morris Goodwin

from New Zealand told me:

“The snake had to tempt Eve,

‘cause Adam would’ve killed it with a shovel.”

Although the Bible never specifies,

most folks claim

the forbidden fruit was an apple,

but I think it was a banana.

Because in my experience,

forbidden fruit always comes in bunches.

And has appeal.

Amy Sell

says that after Cain killed Abel,

Adam griped,

“What’s with the kids these days?

Why, when I was their age, I was dirt!”

Noah saved all his pennies

for the Great Flood.

Noah financed the building of the ark

with several small monthly payments,

culminating in a huge umbrella payment.

If you add “ha” to Abram,

you get Abraham.

Caution: Too Much Joking Can Kill

Genesis 19:14 (NCV):

So Lot went out and said

to his future sons-in-law

who were pledged to marry his daughters,

“Hurry and leave this city!

The Lord is about to destroy it!”

But they thought Lot was joking.

And so the fiancés of his daughters die, ‘cause they think Lot’s just joking. Obviously, he joked with them before, or why else would they think that? Sadly, too much joking can be fatal. Humor heals; joking kills. I pray we have the wisdom to tell the difference. And if not, may we at least die laughing.

What do you name your newborn son

when you’re a century old?

...

Laughter!

(Isaac means laughter.)

“Isaac Would Love to Join Us,

But He’s All Tied Up”

Genesis 22:6-9

Carrying the wood while Abraham carries the fire and the knife, insightful Isaac notices they have wood and fire, but no lamb for the burnt offering. “Uhhhh, Dad? Did you forget something? You know, like the lamb to be sacrificed?” Abraham tells his little tyke Ike that God will provide the lamb for the sacrifice. And fortunately for Isaac, God provided a ram to take his place in the fiery festivities. Although the Bible doesn’t say, I’m sure, Abraham said these immortal words: “Don’t tell your mother.”

“How Much Is That Tombsite

in the Mountain?”

Genesis 23

Sarah dies, so Abraham mourns and seeks a place to bury her. Out of sight. Out of scent! He talks to the Hittites and plays the Stranger/Sojourner Card. The Hittites think he’s swell, so they tell him, “Take the best burial plot we’ve got!” Abraham bows and tells them to ask Ephron the son of Zohar to sell him the cave of Machpelah for its full price. But Ephron tells Abraham to take the cave as his gift. “In front of all my relatives, I give you the cave!” Abraham insists he will pay for the field. Ephron says the land is worth 400 shekels of silver and asks, “What is that between you and me?” And so, Abraham pays that price. As if Ephron had said: “In front of my family and friends, I give you the field for free. For free! And you? You give me 400 shekels of silver. Also for free.”

Esau Gets Stewed

Genesis 25:29-34

Esau sells his birthright for a bowl of lentil stew. No self-respect! At least hold out for Belgian waffles with strawberries and whipped cream. Or a Peanut Butter Chocolate Pie! Banana pudding with Vanilla wafers. Something tasty. But lentil stew? Hardly worth a birthright. You’d have to give me your birthright to get me to eat that. And possibly some Pepto-Bismol and Alka-Seltzer.

Jake the Snake Slithers Again

Genesis 27:43-45

Rebecca tells Jacob to stay with her brother Laban until Esau’s anger subsides; and he forgets Jacob tricked him out of his birthright and blessing. Right. Like that’s something easily forgotten.

Concrete Cushions

Do Not a Pillow Make

Genesis 28:11

Jacob uses a stone for a pillow. Some pillow! If he were wealthy, would his servant say?: “Good Sir, would you like for me to fluff your rock? Are you in the mood for a good rock-fluffing?”

World’s Worst First Date

(So Far Anyway)

Genesis 29:11

Jacob meets Rachel, kisses her, and weeps. Kind of creepy and romantic at the same time. Normally guys don’t do that. Rachel must have wondered if she needed a breath mint.

Divine Dreams,

The Way of Women,

And A Big Pile of Rocks

Genesis 31:22-55

Laban finds out that Jacob fled and pursues him. But that night, God comes to Laban in a dream and warns him not to speak to Jacob either good or bad. And yet, the very next day, Laban catches up to Jacob and yaps away. He even says Jacob’s God told him not to say anything to him. Laban accuses Jacob of stealing his gods. Jacob has the God who visited Laban in a dream, so why would he need such silly trinkets as silent idols that sit still, doing nothing? Unless he has a desk in a drafty room and needs a paper weight. ‘Cause other than that, they’re useless.

Not knowing his beloved Rachel stole the gods, he tells Laban to search everywhere and kill whomever stole his idols. An idol threat?

The last place Laban checks is Rachel’s tent. She hid the so-called gods in a saddle upon which she sits. She tells Laban not to be upset that she can’t rise to greet him, but “the way of women” is upon her. Hearing that, he probably cringed.

So Laban can’t find his idols. Jacob rants at Laban for all he suffered at his hand for the past twenty years. Laban rants back, reminding Jacob that all he has came from him. Laban suggests they build a mound of rocks as a witness between them, so they won’t pass that pile of stones to harm each other. ‘Cause nothing stops a fight from breaking out better than a big pile of rocks.

Sneaky Snaky Dan

Genesis 49:17 (ESV):

Dan shall be a serpent in the way,

a viper by the path,

that bites the horse’s heels

so that his rider falls backward.

You call that a blessing? I’ve heard better blessings from people I accidentally cut off in traffic.

EXODUS

Exodus could be called “Exit Us”, because this is where God frees His chosen ones from Egypt. Joseph had saved Pharaoh and his folks from famine, but a new pharaoh came along and “‘E gypped” the Hebrews by enslaving them.

God uses Moses to free His people and gives us The Law through him. So you’d better do what “Mo Says”.

“Hello Lord,

Who Are You Again?”

Exodus 3:13

Moses asks God His Name! ”When the children of Israel ask me what Your name is, how should I answer them?” After 400 years of slavery in Egypt, the Hebrews forgot God’s name! Poor Moses, it’s so hard to ask the Name of Someone you know you’re supposed to know.

How many times has this happened?: “And when I tell my folks I met the woman of my dreams, what should I say her name is again?” Slap! “Someone else!”

“Here Am I! Send ...

Someone Else”

Exodus 4: 1-17

Moses tries to weasel out of having to do God’s will. Can you relate? He says no one’s gonna believe him, so God tells him to throw his staff on the ground. He complies; and his staff turns into a snake. “Aaahhhh!!!!!!” Moses flees from it! God tells him to catch the snake by its tail; and after he does, it turns back into his staff. God makes Moses’ hand leprous; and then heals it. God makes Moses turn water into blood. Even with God empowering him, Moses complains. “Me no talk so goodly.” (A harsh paraphrase indeed.) He claims he’s not eloquent, but slow of speech; and yet, every time God asks him to do something, he fires back a reason why he can’t.

God points out that He made man’s mouth; and that He will be with Moses’ vocal chords. But Moses pleads for Him to send someone else. God saved his life as an infant in a basket. Why else did God spare Moses’ life if not to lead His people to freedom? No other reason. God invested 80 years into Moses’ life; and He wants to see some return on His investment! Moses’ brother Aaron visits, so God appoints him to be Moses’ spokesperson. And although Exodus means way out, Moses has no way of getting out of God’s will.

“You Must Be New to Rescuing;

You’re Supposed to Make Things Better, Not Worse!”

Exodus 5:1-21

Moses and Aaron visit Pharaoh to tell him the LORD says for him to let His people go, so they can have a feast to Him in the wilderness. Pharaoh asks, ”Who is the LORD; and why should I obey Him?” Moses explains, but Pharaoh claims Moses prattles on about sacrifices in the wilderness because the Hebrews are too idle. So he decides they can supply their own straw, but still make the same number of bricks. This gets the foremen beaten. (Strikes me as a silly means of punishing a worker. If you beat him, he’ll be less likely to work efficiently. So you’re really hurting yourself.)

Thus, the people Moses tries to rescue get into deeper trouble and vent their anger at him and Aaron. They say in the ESV, “you have made us stink in the sight of Pharaoh”. That’s gotta be quite a stench, if you can see it!

The Israelites fled from Pharaoh

after they caught him

running a pyramid scheme.

By a Show of Hands,

How Many People

Hate to Raise Their Hands?

Exodus 17:8-13

The Amalekites fight the Israelites. And the way this battle works is whenever Moses holds up his hands, the Israelites prevail, but when he lowers them, the Amalekites prevail. So all the Israelites need to survive and become victorious is for Moses to keep his hands held high. But his hands get tired. Aaron and Hur sit Moses on a nice, comfy rock and hold up his hands for him until sunset, so Joshua and the Israelites defeat the Amalekites.

When Moses lowers his hands, Israelites die. This is a war of swords, so when one side prevails, the other side gets slaughtered. Or at the very least, stabbed in inconvenient places.

Imagine Moses scratching his
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