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The vibrantly lit, yet depressingly grim beacon of human achievement known as Acid City, in short, could be described as nothing more than a surveillance centre where no resident goes unwatched.

Hundreds of millions of cameras are installed all over Acid City that have algorithms which automatically recognize certain behaviours.

If someone wears clothing that is too revealing, or points out double standards within society? Such flaws are immediately detected, and the wrongdoing is rectified right away by the city's law enforcement.

No one can escape the camera's gaze, even when walking their dog or taking out the trash.

Technological advancements in Acid City affect world over too, as Acid City corporations have long been amassing insurmountable masses of user data by preaching success of the network control, and selling their proprietary systems and surveillance technology to other nations in order to lend aid in subduing their rising crime rates.

In this world, no one citizen longer has control over where their data is sent, whether it's to Acid City or anywhere else. It's all owned by a mysterious digital phantom without a face.

Perhaps that's the way the powers-that-be like things, though.

Modern technology has its advantages, from cashless payment to internet-equipped cars, boats and aircraft.

Humanity is heading into a high-tech future at break-neck speeds, with no thought given to what the trade off will be once they arrive at their destination.

Not like considering such things is a choice they have. Families across the board are more or less forced to embrace all the latest tech

The world will never stop evolving, and to take a stand is to get left behind, that's what most will tell you in the end.

With integration taking root in every age demographic and walk of life, time-tested Acid City pass times have rapidly become replaced by social apps that allow users to make short videos, which in-turn becomes the favoured source of entertainment for 10-year-olds and up.

It's not the worst revolution in the world, some would say. People find cute videos of things, upload them and it gives residents things to talk about for a few minutes until someone uploads something else.

Movies have become much too over-sensationalised for some, and take too long. If one's entertainment can't be kept beneath 3 minutes minimum then it's written off as selfish procrastination.

And procrastination is essentially what Acid City officials claim as selling your valuable lifetime in this world to the devil.

Naturally, with people getting raised on this mentality, most children are content using the tiny screens on their smartwatches, as the majority of them own these devices instead of smartphones given they are more cost effective.

What does a child do when they've bought a cheaper watch alternative in place of a phone, one might wonder?

Then answer to that is simple, they use said watch to still make expensive phone calls to strange numbers and spend even more on in-app purchases built into the software made for the devices.

These devices, semi-programmed with algorithms to keep one busy, also help children pass the time when their parents aren't around, as their web access can aid them with their homework, or do the exact opposite as they can distract them with videos/music/news/shopping suggestions.

And if that isn't enough they can also post what they do day-to-day on social media apps, take pictures and overall feed as much of their personal information and data into the machine as they like, without even giving it a second thought as to where it's going.

It doesn't just stop with the children however. Why would it? You can only get so much money out of kids given their limited employment opportunities.

Whilst kids live most of their lives through watches until they're somewhere between the ages of 15 to 19, adults have the more common privilege of using a wider array of devices, computers, phones, tablets, VR devices, and so on.

The most common again, is computers for work, and smart phones because they're cheaper. Not too many adults use smart watches because it's seen as a kids' thing.

Most commonly, mothers in these family dynamics will take care of the weekend shopping and various bills all on their smartphone, whilst the fathers work shifts that make them barely feel human and more often than not make it seem like they don't have a family at all.

With these norms and roles in place, Acid City has grown rapidly into a high-tech metropolis that is home to over 60 million people.

With surveillance being a must at all corners of the city, not just in the home, cars are also equipped with the latest technology to track movements.

Most citizens drive in electric vehicles made from Acid City manufacturer Kakusei. A company that builds all of their models with mandatory internet connectivity and DRM.

Anywhere a person goes in these cars, they will  pass by countless cameras on their drive through the city.

Most will say it never makes them feel uneasy, and that it brings nothing more than a "sense of security" but that isn't exactly something they have much of a say in anyway, so disagreeing would just get anyone who tries into needless trouble in the end.

After all, it isn't a fact that people are watching, it's why they're watching that's concerning.

The Acid City government claims to be very strict and careful with the handling of all residents' data. Which is great if you trust them, but that trust could easily be wiped away with one mistake here and there, or worse...the purposeful and unlawful sale and distribution of said data to international third parties.

But what would other parties even do with such data, as each Acid City district has its own data hub where all the information is collected by AIs. However, what is done with it is never made clear, as the media are seldom allowed access

Select employees in some districts (where maintenance is required more regularly on these hubs) have access to a microscopic number of cameras, but they're not allowed to divulge what they see when they look through them.

Anyone who tries always dies suspiciously, and it doesn't even always look like an accident.

The AI algorithms within these hubs help Acid City public staff sort through immeasurable amounts of content.

Looking on at construction site maintenance, fire safety irregularities, petty crimes, these hubs can and will exert a select level of authority when necessary to tackle emergencies to quell anything from shoplifting to protests that speak ill of the government.

Given that the hubs can monitor every resident and have all residential buildings in the city mapped out and lined up in accordance with who owns them, if anyone challenges the authority they can and will be dealt with.

This can range from anything such as simply calling a police officer out to speak with an armed robber, to launching a surface-to-air cruise missile to strike protesters down hard and fast before anyone can read a single vowel on their signs.

Jobs in Acid City where there are vacancies will be filled with drafting policies for those who are unemployed, whether they want the job or not. And these people will be stalked relentlessly by the system to make sure they don't purposely slack off to get out of work.

Punishments are on offer for anyone and everyone who fails to match the designated standard, even those who do not dispose of their refuse appropriately are recorded, located, and killed if there is a failure to find a resolution.

Residents who aren't following the rules are 99.47% of the time captured on camera from three different angles minimum, and when they are identified? The hub AIs act swiftly.

Whether it's parking a car on double yellow lines, or selling bootlegged products without a license, unsolicited or disapproved offences can be handled by on-duty officers who are connected to the control centres via their own mobile apps.

The moment any officer and or resident spots the slightest thing going wrong outside of this system's watchful eye? They can (and without question are expected to) report it and upload footage or take a photo of the crime to aid in their call for justice on the issue.

9 times out of 10 the system automatically decides which department to forward the report to, and then the force is estimated on quick fire statistics that the system feeds them.

Such complex and costly rules of crime prevention and surveillance for one district is just a singular component to the overarching surveillance plan the Acid City government is pushing across their own territory, and of course the world.

The goal is to have complete coverage in all major public places such as train stations, roads and parks.

With this projected goal in mind, Acid City's state media boasts that their own police force can identify every single person on the street in under 3% of a second...which is...remarkably terrifying when you think about it.

Researchers around the world are keeping a close eye on Acid City's rapidly growing security network as it continues to expand over the world like a living organism.

Most of these people who perhaps have concerns about this expansion are not allowed into the city themselves, as their contradictory research and difference of opinion is something that could likely cause an obstruction in the long-term goals of Acid City.

The knowledge about the city's data collection from these researchers is available online, but most people outside of the network don't consider it their problem, not rightly realising that the problem is growing, and it'll affect everyone on the planet before long.

From an objective standpoint, a lot of these great minds claim it's understandable why Acid City authorities are monitoring their citizens in the first place, as they believe that people and human interaction are the source of any/all social conflict.

Said social conflict is predominately what could cause difficulties for the government if they can't maintain a stranglehold on social stability.

Making the solution simple, if you monitor human activity with cameras and unholy levels of surveillance? Then you can fabricate the power to detect and defuse any conflict to force uncertain peace and prosperity again.

That's why in Acid City there's big money in data collection. Huge corporations have set up shop like the previously mentioned company Kakusei, who have one of the world's largest market shares, that exceeds that of most nation's GDP.

As the parent company of most social apps in Acid City, Kakusei knows what everyone wants, needs and is going to buy. It's what makes it so valuable, and what makes its apps most consistently downloaded each and every year, with over 900 million downloading it this year alone.

And that's when the trick comes full circle, people spend a lot of time on Kakusei's apps.

They go on to check on things and time flies by without even realising it, no one simply looks at one or two videos/photos/posts, instead they endlessly scroll through, gawking at stuff that otherwise might mean nothing to them if they weren't addicted.

And it's not their fault that they are, they're conditioned to use and "enjoy" these apps.

As the companies design them with a (not so) secret formula to keep users scrolling their hours away through an algorithm that tracks which photos they look at the longest, which videos they watch more frequently, and which posts generate the biggest reaction.

Taking all of this information, the system keeps offering new content, treating them like dogs who don't know when to stop eating free food, and they're not going to ignore it entirely, because it's content that's been refined and geared to what they like even more as their respective feeds become increasingly tailored to their specific tastes.

The kind of addictive nature that these apps can generate quite rightfully should make most drug dealers jealous, because there's not a single organic product they could grow that would match the power of an AI-powered app that is gathering treasure troves of delicious, freely accessible human data.

It does all of this in the background, but as it does, what the hell are these machines learning?

What does Kakusei know about the men, women and children of Acid City that they don't even know about themselves?

The citizens deep down are no doubt curious, even if they don't consciously admit it. They can't ask researchers at their own universities, though, because they're all bought out by the government.

And in order for institutes (for purposes of international security) to be afforded the rights to take a closer look at the city's apps, they'd need to prove Kakusei and Acid City were doing something wrong.

All one can depend on is the previously mentioned foreign researchers who try their best to shed some light on what kind of data Kakusei is collecting... not that anyone ever listens to them.

But if one did have the chance to ask, and could see, in real time, what data is being transmitted?

They'd at the very least know that, at minimum, Kakusei's apps are harvesting the data of one's approximate location, the cell phone model they use,  and more importantly, every single like, share, comment, photo, video, and every single ounce of activity that takes place before your devices' camera and microphone whether it's active or not.

It's fascinating to see just how in-depth the whole things goes, but with every scrap of data collected, Kakusei's algorithm is greater refined so the personalized recommendations get all the more impossible to ignore.

It's all to increase immersion, and maximize the likelihood that a person will stay on the platform longer, hoping that one day...people simply won't ever leave...for anything.

With goals so lofty, and perhaps damaging, one has to ask themselves what exactly makes Kakusei so valuable to Acid City?

Looking at it objectively? Most people would just say money. And that's not entirely wrong.

But the additional benefit with such a widely-used, market-concentrated platform being used by nearly every Acid City resident, and more people around the world like this? The Acid City government can also filter out certain content.

This means that, if certain political content or topics aren't desired by the powers that be? They're just not shown to other users, like, at all.

Same with if they want to discredit the damning research that says their product has negative health effects on the human psyche. As the company paying to operate the platform? Kakusei don't have to tolerate that and are usually pretty swift to censor the information whenever is crops up.

In fact, Kakusei is frequently accused of pushing pro-Kakusei content in favour of suppressing disagreeable content, which could be considered maintaining the peace by some.

But in reality, the blatant narrative is hard to avoid when one realises that videos and posts which are critical of Acid City or Kakusei don't stand a chance of being seen, namely there aren't any on the platform for longer than 0.3 seconds before they're ever deleted.

An example of this can be found with one of the city's darkest days which is commonly referred to as the Corrosion Station Massacre.

An incident that was named as such because, simply put, it's a Massacre that took place at Acid City's Corrosion Station. An incident that people seldom ever want to talk about, for fear of angering government powers into recreating what happened on that day.

Clips of the deadly protests that took place on the date of said Corrosion Station Massacre can be found here and there, but often with very few eyes getting to truly see it.

The reason for this is because people simply don't, because if the content doesn't get removed, it can simply get "shadow banned".

Shadow banning being the process of blocking a user's social media content in such a way that they are unaware that it's happening. Meaning if they do post against the powers in a way that they cannot simply be censored, the chances are they won't even know they've been hit with a shadow ban.

The content is not deleted in this instance, but it's shown so rarely that it's essentially made invisible, making the people themselves feel invisible, because online communication is the only communication some people get in this day and age.

In this same breath, Kakusei would tell you that their content moderation is not influenced by any government, including Acid City's.

Ignoring any and all assertions that state otherwise it goes without saying that Acid City companies may be private on paper but the state reserves the right to intervene in their operations at any given moment.

Of course there's also the possibility to have greater control over their consumer base. Because even if the content isn't 100% censored, it can be indirectly indoctrinated through what's pushed out by the service itself.

Dictating what becomes popular to combat what's made to disappear, artists aren't allowed to express themselves without fear of their works simply disappearing at the hands of Acid City ruling powers.

Works deemed to fall under the category of politically sensitive topics can and will lead to artists being questioned by police.

Music, writing, painting, it doesn't matter, if it's controversial, and pushes the boundaries, it'll become impossible to walk down an Acid City street without being stalked like a murderer or sex offender on camera.

Not that a lack of privacy would be their worst problem. If you create something insensitive to the government or Kakusei, any artist would no longer be permitted to create or distribute material to make a living until the day they die.

If they tried, even unintentionally, their final day would find them sooner than they'd planned.

If social media and cameras where all that was being tracked, it'd be fine, but everything down to a human's flesh and
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