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			Saddam Hussein

			Key information

			
					Born: 28 April 1939 in Al-Awja near Baghdad, Iraq.

					Died: 30 December 2006 in Baghdad, Iraq.

					Time in office:	Vice President of Iraq from 1971 to 1979.

	Military commander and President of Iraq from 1979 to 2003.




					Impact:	Establishing a personal authoritarian dictatorship in Iraq from 1979 to 2003.

	The Iran-Iraq War (1980-1989).

	The Gulf War (1990-1991).




			

			Introduction

			Over the course of the 20th century, many dictators crawled out of the shadows and into the spotlight in order to impose their own political agendas and promote the territorial expansion and economic growth of their own countries. Like Germany and the Soviet Union, the Middle Eastern country of Iraq saw one man rise to prominence and seize the reins of power for himself: Saddam Hussein, whose imperialistic policies were founded on his determination to subjugate the rest of the Middle East, placing Iraq at the centre of a new empire like Babylon reborn.

			Although he was born in a poor, rural area of Iraq, Saddam rose to a position of tremendous political power. He portrayed himself as a firm believer in pan-Arab ideology and a defender of secular republicanism in the face of the growing threat from Islamic extremism, which was spreading through the neighbouring country of Iran and stirring up fear in Western and Arab countries alike. His strategy for limiting this influence was to establish a personal authoritarian dictatorship in Iraq, supported by his family and the Sunni sect he belonged to, and to declare himself an enemy of the Shia sect, which he deemed too devout, and the Kurds, whom he deemed too pro-independence.

			Saddam led this political regime for over 20 years, imitating dictatorial principles that had been used by the Soviet and Nazi regimes and combining them with principles based on Arab and tribal ideology. He led Iraq into another war with Iran, and even invaded the independent nation of Kuwait, provoking international outcry and censure from the USA. From the 1990s onwards he began making missteps in terms of military strategy, which weakened his grip on power, leaving Iraq locked in a gradual spiral into chaos.

		


		
			Biography
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			Portrait of Saddam Hussein.

			Involvement in the Ba’ath Party

			Saddam Hussein was born in Al-Awja, a small rural village near the Iraqi capital of Baghdad. He grew up in a poor family and never knew his father, only a step-father who was prone to violence. As a teenager, he was taken in by his uncle Khairallah Talfah (1910-1993), who lived in Baghdad and was a member of the Ba’ath Party.

			
				
					The Ba’ath Party

					The Ba’ath Party is a pan-Arab, socialist, secular political party which was founded in Syria by Michel Aflaq (Syrian politician, 1910-1989) and Salah al-Din al-Bitar (Syrian politician, 1912-1980) in 1944. Ba’athist ideology is based on the aim of uniting the Arab world by dismantling all borders so that the resources of each country can be pooled. Although the party adheres to socialist ideology, it rejects communist thought and the idea of the class struggle, as well as the restrictions communism places on individual freedoms. Ba’athism recognises Islam as an essential aspect of Arab culture, but it also upholds the separation of politics and religion.

				

			

			Saddam joined the Ba’ath Party during his final years as a student and participated in an unsuccessful coup d’état against King Faisal II (1935-1958) in 1956. Two years later, another faction led by the communist-leaning General Abd al-Karim Qasim (1914-1963) successfully overthrew the monarchy, and the king was executed along with many of his family members.
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			Portrait of King Faisal II of Iraq.

			Having proven himself during the coup of 1956, Saddam then became an active member of the party. In 1959, he and a dozen other students were chosen to participate in an assassination attempt targeting Qasim, but Saddam was wounded during the attempt, which was unsuccessful, and fled to Damascus. He remained there for a year, during which he met Michel Aflaq, one of the founders of the Ba’ath Party, before leaving Damascus in 1961 to finish his studies in Cairo. However, he remained a highly active member of the party, which successfully overthrew Qasim on 8 February 1963 and instated Abdul Salam Arif (1921-1966), who had formerly served as Prime Minister under Qasim, as President of Iraq. However, the Ba’ath Party was soon ousted from the new regime, including Saddam, who was then appointed Deputy Secretary of the Regional Command under Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr.

			[image: ]

			Portrait of General Hassan al-Bakr.

			After being imprisoned for two years (1964-1966) due to his role in an attempt to assassinate the president, Saddam returned to politics by helping to organise the 17 July Revolution (1968), a coup in which power in Iraq was seized by General Hassan al-Bakr. Saddam’s role was to oversee the militias tasked with hunting down any communist or Nasserist (ardent supporters of Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser’s ideology) opponents to the new regime. In 1969, Saddam was made deputy chairman of the Ba’athist Revolutionary Command Council and soon became the most powerful figure in the regime.

			Seizing power

			On 16 July 1979, following President Hassan al-Bakr’s resignation due to ill health, Saddam was elected President of Iraq, Deputy Secretary General of the National Command of the Ba’ath Party, Secretary General of the Regional Command and Chairman of the Revolutionary Command Council, consolidating his grip on total power in Iraq. This was compounded by the Ba’ath Party Purge on 28 July 1979, in which Saddam had 21 of his fellow Ba’ath Party members arrested and executed on the grounds of their involvement in an alleged conspiracy against him.

			Over the next 20 years, Saddam ruled Iraq with an iron fist and established a regime built on terror. He made flagrant use of propaganda and the media to control the population, plastering his portrait throughout public areas and creating a veritable personality cult while also having opponents to his regime hunted down and imprisoned or even executed.

			Under Saddam, Iraq rapidly began to gain importance on the international stage. This was partially due to profits from oil, but also because of support from Western countries, the Soviet Union and various socialist parties from around the world. After the Iranian Revolution (1979), which left Iran politically isolated, Iraq was considered a stabilising force in the region, especially as it obstructed Islamic claims on the Persian Gulf’s abundant oil reserves. France, the United States and the Soviet Union also provided Iraq with military and technological aid in the hope of preventing the revolution that had begun in Iran from spreading. Meanwhile, the newly appointed President of Iraq was working towards the goal of forging his country into the foremost military and technological power in the Arab world, even if he had to embroil the country in brutal conflicts in order to do so.

			The rise and fall of the dictator

			Relations between Iran and Iraq had been strained since the 1930s due to territorial disputes over the oil-rich region of Shatt al-Arab and the monopoly on the river of the same name, which acts as a border between the two countries. The 1975 Algiers Agreement, which included minor adjustments to the border to the advantage of Iran, was denounced by Saddam, who not only wanted to extend Iraqi control throughout the Persian Gulf, but also aimed to halt the expansion of the Iranian Islamic Revolution. On 22 July 1980, Saddam used these border disputes as a pretext for launching an extensive military operation to invade Khuzestan (an Iranian province which borders Iraq) and topple the ruling theocracy in Tehran.

			This sparked the Iran-Iraq War, which lasted for eight years until Iran accepted the terms of a cease-fire imposed by the United Nations on 18 August 1988. Both countries were left severely weakened by the end of the war, with unstable economies and sky-high death tolls, particularly among the Kurdish population. Nevertheless, Saddam viewed the outcome as an Iraqi victory simply because Iran had been the first to capitulate to international pressure to surrender, even though the Algiers Agreement was still in effect.

			Although its economy had been severely weakened, Iraq began reaching out to improve relations with neighbouring Arab countries in the Middle East, while also opposing Israel and threatening to use military force against it. Saddam further attempted to portray himself as a defender of Arab interests by founding the Arab Cooperation Council in Baghdad on 16 February 1989. This organisation included Iraq, Egypt, Jordan and North Yemen, and aimed to bring together all the Arab countries who belonged to neither the Gulf Cooperation Council nor the Arab Maghreb Union (founded 17 February 1989) and who were therefore isolated during voting within the Arab League.

			
				
					The Gulf Cooperation Council and the Arab League

					The Gulf Cooperation Council is a regional organisation with six member states: Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Oman and Qatar. It was founded on 26 May 1981 on the initiative of Saudi Arabia in order to counter the potential spread of the Iranian Islamic Revolution and in order to limit the repercussions of the Iran-Iraq War on the oil-rich monarchies of the Persian Gulf.

					The Arab League was founded in Cairo on 22 March 1945 under the aegis of the United Kingdom. The original member states were Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Yemen and Jordan. The aim of the organisation is to encourage and facilitate cooperation between Arab countries and to safeguard their national independence. Other Arab countries have since joined the League upon gaining their independence, and the organisation currently has 22 members.

				

			

			However, Saddam could not achieve his goal of forging Iraq into a modern-day Babylon without a strong economy. This meant that the colossal debt of $15 billion that Iraq now owed to Kuwait represented a significant obstacle for his plans, especially since the barrel price of oil was increasing in Kuwait because of the country’s growing profits from oil extraction. Saddam was left with no choice but to negotiate with the Emir of Kuwait in an attempt to have the debt written off. When these discussions failed, the Iraqi leader decided to annex Kuwait, which had been Iraqi territory prior to 1961. Saddam ignored warnings from the United States, which was allied with Kuwait and supported any independent nations which opposed communism and Islamic fundamentalist expansion, and gave the order to invade Kuwait in the early hours of 2 August 1990.

			This triggered an immediate international response: the UN passed a series of resolutions demanding that Iraqi forces fully withdraw from Kuwait immediately, and the Arab League also condemned the invasion. Saddam paid no heed to these threats, refused to withdraw his troops and successfully annexed Kuwait. The UN was left with no choice but military intervention. On 29 November 1990, the Security Council passed resolution 678, which ordered Iraq to withdraw from the region by mid-January and authorised UN allies to use any means necessary to force Iraq out of Kuwait if this deadline was not met. On 17 January, coalition forces launched Operation Desert Storm, which lasted until 24 February, when the ground campaign led by American and European troops forced Saddam to yield. A cease-fire was declared on 3 March 1991.

			Following the war, the UN passed another resolution authorising the International Atomic Energy Agency to destroy any chemical, biological and ballistic weapons in Iraq’s possession. Later, UN resolution 715 was passed, requiring all Iraqi civil and military facilities capable of manufacturing weapons of mass destruction to submit to permanent UN supervision. This led to a series of inspections taking place on Iraqi soil. Further sanctions were also imposed by the UN Security Council: economic and oil embargoes, aerial and naval blockades, forced disarmament coupled with long-term surveillance of Iraqi military production, and the payment of war reparations. Iraq’s systematic disarmament continued until 2002, despite Saddam leading a number of attempts to resist this process, notably in 1998. However, American and British bombings of several of the country’s military bases quickly neutralised these threats. Although Saddam was allowed to retain control of the country, he was always closely monitored.

			Eventually, the governments of the USA and the UK declared that Iraq was failing to comply with the disarmament process – although this claim is now heavily disputed – and began preparing for another war against the country. This preventative war was widely criticised by France and Germany, and both of these countries remained neutral. On 9 April 2003, Iraq was attacked by American and British troops, and Baghdad was captured. The dictator fled to Tikrit, where he was arrested on 14 December 2003 before being imprisoned.

			The final hours

			Saddam Hussein’s regime was officially toppled on 9 April 2003 with the fall of Baghdad and the dictator’s flight from the city. After spending several months in hiding, he was arrested in Tikrit by the American army in the early hours of 14 December 2003, and was imprisoned pending trial. The media made a great show of his capture by the American army in an attempt to lower morale in armed groups aligned with the Ba’ath Party.

			Saddam and other high-ranking members of his party were tried by the Iraqi Special Tribunal, which was created in 2003 and has jurisdiction over any trial related to crimes against humanity, genocide or war crimes committed by citizens of Iraq between 1968 and 2003. The preliminary stages of the trial took place in Baghdad in early July 2004, but it was delayed due to multiple protests, assassinations and the resignation of the lawyers involved. The trial did not officially begin until 19 October 2005.

			Saddam and the other defendants were initially tried for the massacre of 143 Shia Muslims in the village of Dujail in 1982, for the destruction of property and for keeping the inhabitants of the village in internal exile for four years. The defendant frequently defied the tribunal, called its legitimacy and jurisdiction into question and pleaded not guilty to the charges. The trial was adjourned until 6 December due to insufficient evidence. Once again, the former dictator disrupted the proceedings through interruptions and lack of cooperation. Amid high tension, the judge Rizgar Mohammed Amin (born in 1958) resigned in January 2006 and was replaced by Rauf Rashid Abd al-Rahman (born in 1941).

			In March, the prosecution called Saddam to the stand as a witness. He then launched into a political diatribe in which he declared that he still considered himself President of Iraq and called on the Iraqi people to
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