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 Foreword

 
 How is it that a man who holds the beliefs that the Chinese dont age well and that gays go out too late can be so likeable?
 
 
 Because hes an idiot.
 
 He says what he thinks without malice  its just that he doesnt think before he says it.
 

Received wisdom says theres a fine line between a genius and an idiot. Not true. Karls an idiot, plain and simple. Very simple. Some people have proclaimed him a genius, but theyre idiots.


I first met Karl when Steve and I were hosting a radio show. We needed someone to press the buttons and they gave us Karl. The first time he opened his mouth it was like wed discovered a magic lamp. If you rubbed it, magical twaddle came out. (I never rubbed it, although I did squeeze its head in between records. It was the roundest head Id ever seen and still is.)
 

This book contains some of the beliefs and theories that have cropped up in conversations between myself, Steve Merchant and Karl over the years.
 

Is Karl an idiot? Ill keep out of it. You make your own mind up.
 

But if you think hes a genius, youre an idiot.



 
Ricky Gervais 
 London, June 2006
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Must of nicked it from somewhere.




Steve: What do you make of the first genetically modified baby? Are you worried about this?

Karl: Do you know what they do?

Ricky: Isnt it just choosing the eye colour or something?

Steve: Well this is the concern, isnt it, that in the future you will be able to decide whether its a boy or a girl, how intelligent it is, what it looks like, is it handsome, is it ugly? Obviously no one would choose an ugly baby and so on and so on. So where will it end? Are you concerned?

Karl: Weve talked about the cloning thing a bit before, aint we, and how its a bit weird?

Ricky: Yes.

Karl: I dont think it matters because at the end of the day you might look like some other kid but its the way that youre brought up that will change your features and your personality.
 



 
Ricky: If you lie you get a long nose, dont you?

Karl: No, but listen, right, cos I remember when I was growing up on the estate 

Ricky: This is gonna be good.

Karl: So Im growing up on this estate and there was this woman about four houses down who was a bit rough.

Ricky: Go on 

Karl: They didnt clean up much right, and even if you havent got a lot of money you can still try and make the place look nice.

Ricky: Get some Jif, yeah.

Karl: Right, but she didnt. Her kid used to take a horse into the house.

Ricky: Sorry?

Steve: Woah woah woah.

Ricky: Woah, Neddy, woah. What do you mean, her kid used to take a horse into the house? Where did they get the horse?

Karl: Must of nicked it from somewhere.

Steve: What, from outside the saloon round the corner?

Ricky: Did Big Jake come looking for it?



 
Steve: So let me get this right. Was this before the lynching or after?

Ricky: Where did he get a horse from? What do you mean, he must of nicked it? His mum is saying, Where did you get that from?, he says, Ive bought it, she goes, Oh alright then, but keep it out of the kitchen.

Steve: And I dont want you going cattle rustling 

Ricky: Where did he get a horse from and how long did he have it for? Was he leading it or riding it? Mam, quick, open the door, I cant stop, looks like weve got us a runaway  What do you mean?

Karl: Im just saying I dont think they could of afforded to buy one cos theyre not cheap, so Im just guessing. Maybe thats wrong of me.

Steve: He had a horse! Thats why the family didnt have any money. They had a horse!

Karl: I was in the car with me dad coming into the avenue and he used to have to drive down it to turn round 

Ricky: You had the traditional method of transport.

Karl:  And the horse was in the lounge. And I went in there once because I tried to earn myself some money by flogging little flowers in plastic cups.

Ricky: This is genius, it just keeps coming. What do you mean, you tried flogging little flowers? This story is getting deeper and deeper. Its like an onion.



 
Steve: Weve created a whole world here where theres a man living with a horse. I come from the West Country and I never heard anything like that.

Ricky: I just think of a big orange carpet, a Rediffusion telly and this horse going, Im fed up in here

Steve: Exactly, saying, I am not taking the rubbish out again.

Ricky: Little flowers in pots? What do you mean? Lets just go back. What did this woman look like?

Karl: Er  bit like  and no disrespect to her  bit like Pauline Quirke.

Steve: Sure.

Karl: They did this thing at school about raising money for some local charity and they said you can do anything to raise money and they came up with all these ideas. And I thought, Thats good. Forget the charity. Im the charity. So I asked me mam for some flowers cos she had a lot of em around the house. I said, Can I just take some snippings of them and Ill go and buy some plastic cups and get some soil out of the garden. Planted the bits of plants in them, got a tray, had about 25 plants on it, selling em for around 25 pence each. Sold loads.

Ricky: You didnt just cut the flowers off and stick them in the pots?



 
Karl: Yeah, they wouldnt of survived. But I think people sort of thought, good on him for trying. But anyway, I went round to the house with the horse cos I thought their house could do with a bit of colour and brightening up and that.

Ricky: The horse went, Thank God for that  breakfast! Theyve been feeding me Kit-e-kat.

Karl: So I go up to the door and they open the door and its one of them houses where theres no carpet 

Steve: And a horse in the living room. Weve all been there.

Karl: And the horse was walking round the living room. And it looked quite happy and everything because 

Ricky: Black Beauty was on?

Karl: But think about it right; if you were a horse, where would you rather be? In a little wooden hut with a load of hay? Or in a house with a three-piece suite and a telly and that?

Ricky: A telly and that.

Karl: I was saying this the other day. I was walking through London the other day with Suzanne and do you know how homeless people always have dogs? She said, Oh I hope they look after it and I said, What you on about? That dog is happier than most dogs because people always walk past and give it a pat on the head; its with its owner all the time; its out in the open not locked up in the house.



 
Steve: It doesnt eat, but other than that 

Karl: No it does eat. Theyre always alright. So thats what I was saying, I think this horse was doing alright for itself.

Ricky: Well, yes, not many horses have got their own house for a start.

Karl: But anyway, thats not what we were talking about. We were talking about 

Steve:  Genetically modified kids.

Karl: Yeah. What Im saying is, you could have a baby, right, Steve, and Ricky could see it and say, God, I want one that looks like that.

Steve: It could happen Rick, come on, work with him.
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Karl: So you take it to the doctors and  I dont know what they do with it, they inject it with summit or whatever

Steve: Yep, thats how its done.

Karl: And you get a little baby and there it is  it looks the same. Now you both go off and do your own things, right. Steve, you look after your baby, you treat it well, you give it good food and that.

Steve: Yes, well Im a good dad.

Karl: But Ricky just gives his cheese. So it changes its looks, it goes a bit fat, it gets tired easily. Now this family

Ricky: Why am I just feeding a baby cheese?
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Karl: Now this family who had a horse in the house, they had a little baby and me mam went round and came back and said, Youre not gonna believe this but its a beautiful little baby. And the weird thing was it was a good looking kid but as time went on they didnt really look after it  Im not saying they abused it  but it used to run around and play out til ten at night, it used to chase cars 

Steve: Right. Did it have hooves?

Ricky: It used to chase cars? What sort of kid chases cars? Was it called Rover? Did it fetch sticks?

Karl: The weird thing is, it was a good looking kid but as time went on and all that not eating properly, its hair was all patchy and it became an ugly kid. And thats what Im saying, right; you can clone all you like but at the end of the day, its how youre brought up.

Steve: Man alive, that was one hell of a point.

Karl: But am I right?

Ricky: Er  youre always right, Karl.
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      Look, if you dont wanna do it, we wont do it!

  Karl: No, but my thing with iPods is  do we need em? Were living in that era now where weve invented most of the stuff that we need, and now were just messing about.
 Ricky: They said that in 1900. Someone actually said, Everything to be invented has already been invented. They said that in 1900, and how wrong were they?
 Karl: No, but what did they invent in 1900 that made em go, Weve done it all now?
 Ricky: Well think what happened in the twentieth century.
 Karl: Go on.
 Ricky: Cars, planes.
 Karl: Yeah, but is that a good thing, planes and that? Do you need a plane really? Wouldnt it have been better if we were all stuck where we should be, instead of travelling about?
 Ricky: Why?

   Karl: War. Wars happening innit, because everyones saying, Well now we can fly, well go over there and invade that lot.
 Steve: So there were no wars prior to the invention of the aeroplane?
 Karl: Not like there is today. What Im saying is, the world has got smaller, hasnt it? Everyone is saying that. I was saying to you the other day how we now go to places where we shouldnt go. People go on holiday to places where youve got to have an injection before you go there. Forget it then. Thats a warning. Dont go there!
 Ricky: I am with you on that. I dont want to enter a country where I have to have an injection to stop me from dying while I am in that country. I totally agree with you on that.
 Karl: So what happened is, so they invented a plane and its like, Oh lets go on holiday and then they go, Youll die though, Oh, well youve got to invent summit. Lets invent an injection and then its like Right, what else do we need to go to that place? Theres a lot of faffing.

 Steve and Ricky laugh.
  Karl: What Im saying is, you know Steves travelled more than I have. Youve been to, like, dangerous places.
 Steve: I have been to places where you need injections, yeah.
 Karl: Yeah but why?

   Steve: Because its fascinating. Do you not believe in the idea that travel broadens the mind? It makes you experience other ways of life, other ways of thinking. It enriches you as a human being. Thats the whole reason people go travelling.
 Karl: But since the invention of the telly you dont have to go that far.
 Steve: Youre absolutely right.
 Ricky: So there you go then. The telly was invented in the twentieth century wasnt it?
 Karl: Yeah, its pretty good.
 Steve: Where would you stop then? Would you stop inventing stuff right now or do you think we could carry on for another five years  see what comes up and then just draw a line under it all?
 Karl: We are just messing about.
 Ricky: But theres still things to do  a cure for cancer, a cure for AIDS.
 Karl: Yeah but should we mess with that?
 Ricky: What dyou mean?
 Karl: Because theres too many people in the world as it is, int there? So thats a way of controlling it. You know, look at London, right, its over-populated. Rent keeps going up because theres more and more people surviving. If you let em die, its gonna even itself out. I was saying to someone the other day about maybe we should look at  if we are going to invent something  forget like the traditional way of people having kids, right, the way they have it away and that, you know 

  Ricky: What do you mean?
 Karl: You know, the way that we have kids and stuff. Itd be good if what happened was, to control it, a man and woman, right, theyre born and that, they enjoy their life, they learn a lot. They live to be about seventy-eight by that point.
 Ricky: So specific.
 Karl: I think by seventy-eight I reckon youve sort of got to that point where you go, Dyou know what, Ive done everything Im gonna do. If you havent bungy jumped by the time youre seventy-eight youre not gonna do it.
 Ricky: No, your hips come off.
 Karl: Youve done it all now. So Ive had my innings, I live to be seventy-eight, but then, just as you die, you have a little baby inside you and, as you die, your life carries on.
 Steve: How is this happening?
 Ricky: Sorry  are you mental? I have never heard such drivel.
 Karl: Youre saying that but if Newton said it youd go, Hmm, interesting. Thats what annoys me.
 Steve: Karl, he never would. He would never say it and thats the point.

   Ricky: I dont understand what youre talking about. How is there a little baby in a seventy-eight-year-old?
 Karl: No, what Im saying is  its like an apple, where the apple grows and its got its little baby pips in it and the apple goes and the seeds are planted and a new ones born.
 Ricky: But thats what happens now.
 Steve: Thats what reproduction is.
 Karl: But with my way, babies arent being born left, right and centre. Its controlled so that as someone dies, someones born.
 Steve: But Karl. Stop. Whose responsibility is this?
 Karl: Look, if you dont wanna do it, we wont do it!
 Steve: Has Nature got to develop humans so that we live that way or is this a scientific experiment?
 Ricky: What I like is, he said to you then, Look if you dont want to do it, we dont need to do it. As though, if you were up for it, well sort it out.
 Steve: Well have a whip round and do the research.
 Karl: I just think at the end of the day weve got to do something. Is anyone keeping an eye on this and looking at what we can do next to control the population thing? It does my head in that Ive got tolive in London for work and theres loads of people here and you know, forget going out on a Saturday night  its too busy.

  Steve: So your solution is that seventy-eight-year-old women have little babies inside them and as they slip away into death, the little babies are born?
 Ricky: And who looks after the baby, because it is a pretty good system having a baby while you are young enough to look after that baby and make sure it lives to reproductive age itself.
 Steve: I mean that system has been working for years. But wait a minute Nature, put that on hold, cos Karl Pilkingtons got an idea.
 Karl: Thats what it was. Just an idea.
 Steve: Yeah, it was nonsense, but thank you for it.
 Ricky: It was the ramblings of someone youd find by themselves, in a hospital, eating flies.
 Steve: Yeah, this is the sort of thing youd find in the diary of a psychopath who went on a rampage and then turned the gun on themselves. Theyd go through his possessions and find hes drawn weird drawings, women with knives in their face, and written this kind of gobbledegook.
 Ricky: I saw a similar sort of theory written out on a wall, but it was written in shit.

   Karl: No, all Im saying is, when people die normally, everyones fed up about it, arent they, and a bit down, but if when you pass away, you
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