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Why This Book Isn't About Fortune-Telling

If you've made it this far, you've probably heard about the number 666 before. Maybe you've seen it in horror movies, heard it in apocalyptic sermons, or read posts on social media linking the number to politicians, celebrities, or modern technologies. 666 has become synonymous with fear, mystery, and curse. But I want to offer you a different invitation: what if we stopped trying to guess the future and started trying to understand the past?

This book isn't going to tell you that the Antichrist is alive among us. It won't point fingers at presidents, popes, or pop stars. It won't sell you cheap speculation. What it will do is take you on a journey—a journey back to the first century, when a mad emperor named Nero Caesar turned the Christian faith into a crime worthy of death.

We're going to dig into history, sift through ancient documents, and read the accounts of those who lived through it. And along the way, we'll discover that 666 was never a code to be deciphered with fear, but rather a name—a name of flesh and bone, representing a system of power, control, and violence that keeps repeating itself throughout the centuries.

The Danger of Sensationalist Readings

Whenever a subject involves mystery, people show up willing to profit from fear. Books that "reveal" who the beast is, videos that "prove" the mark of the beast has arrived, predictions of dates for the end of the world. I've seen it all: from Roman emperors to medieval kings, popes, American presidents, and more recently, tech leaders being pointed out as the dreaded "antichrist."

The problem is, by doing that, we miss the essential point. The Bible wasn't written to be a puzzle about the future. Revelation isn't a secret code to be cracked with newspapers in hand. It's a letter of resistance written for people who were being hunted, tortured, and killed for their faith.

When John wrote, "Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast," he wasn't creating a riddle for us in the 21st century. He was speaking to the Christians of his own time, who lived under the terror of Nero and knew exactly who he was referring to.

Revelation as Resistance Literature

Imagine you're part of a small, persecuted community with no military or political power. The most powerful empire on Earth has decided to eliminate you. Your leaders are publicly executed in cruel ways. Your family members are thrown to wild beasts in the circus. Your property is confiscated. Your faith is a crime.

How do you write to these people without putting more lives at risk? How do you say "Nero is a monster" without using his name, to avoid drawing more persecution?

You use codes. You use symbols. You use numbers.

That's what John does in Revelation. He isn't prophesying about a distant future; he's interpreting the present in light of faith. Rome is the beast. Nero is the wounded head that revived. The imperial cult is the mark of the beast. And 666 is Nero's name in numbers.

The Commitment of This Book

Throughout these pages, my commitment is to three things:

1. History — We'll use serious sources: Tacitus, Suetonius, Cassius Dio, Eusebius, and the biblical texts themselves in their original context.

2. Scripture — We'll read Revelation as it was written: for first-century Christians, with a message that echoes through the ages.

3. Awareness — We'll learn to identify the "spirits of Nero" that continue to operate in the world: systems that demand absolute loyalty, that control who can buy and sell, that persecute conscience, that promise peace but deliver oppression.

This book isn't meant to increase your fear. It's meant to increase your discernment.
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The Number That Crossed the Centuries

The number 666 has an impressive ability to cross time without losing its power to fascinate. In 2023, a simple social media post linking a product code to 666 sparked panic and boycotts. In 2020, 5G technology was called the "mark of the beast" by some groups. In the 90s, it was the barcode. Before that, it was the microchip, the social security number, the vaccine passport, artificial intelligence.

There's always a new candidate for the "antichrist." There's always a new technology being pointed at as "the final control system."

But interestingly, almost nobody asks: why 666? Where did this number come from? What did it mean to the one who wrote Revelation? Could it be that we're asking the wrong question?

Why 666 Still Intrigues Us

Human beings have an ambiguous relationship with fear. At the same time it paralyzes us, it also fascinates us. Horror movies fill theaters. Murder stories become hit series. And apocalyptic prophecies sell millions of books.

666 touches an exposed nerve in our collective psyche. It represents the fear of absolute control, loss of freedom, the invisible conspiracy that governs the world. It's the number that gives form to "them"—those hidden powers supposedly manipulating humanity.

But fear alone leads nowhere. It might move us, but usually in the wrong direction. Fear without understanding turns into paranoia. Fear without history turns into superstition. Fear without faith turns into despair.

The Right Question

The real question isn't "who is the beast today?" or "which technology will implement 666?"

The right question is: who was the man behind the number? And what did he create that remains alive to this day?

When we ask that question, the game changes. 666 stops being a futuristic haunting and becomes a historical lesson. We discover that this so-called system isn't a secret conspiracy that will be implemented tomorrow, but a reality that has existed for centuries: power that absolutizes itself, the state that demands worship, the economy that excludes those who don't conform, violence disguised as order.

Nero wasn't the only one. But he was the prototype. And understanding Nero is understanding how the spirit of the beast operates in every age, including our own.
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In the following pages, we're going to dive deep into this history. We'll start at the beginning: the world in which Jesus and the apostles lived, the Empire that thought itself eternal, and the inevitable conflict between saying "Caesar is Lord" and saying "Jesus is Lord."

Get ready. The journey is intense. But it's necessary.
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CHAPTER 1

THE EMPIRE THAT CALLED ITSELF ETERNAL

1.1 Rome: The Center of the World

If you could travel back in time and visit the world in 60 AD, you'd probably look for Rome. Not because it was the most beautiful or most technically advanced city—though it was both—but because Rome was the heart pumping blood to the entire known world.

Picture a mental map. At the center, the city of Rome. Around it, an inland sea called the Mediterranean, which the Romans proudly called Mare Nostrum—"Our Sea." And surrounding that sea, lands we now call Portugal, Spain, France, England, Germany, Greece, Turkey, Syria, Israel, Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria. All of it was Rome.

The Roman Empire wasn't just one of the largest in territorial extent. Above all, it was one of the most efficient in organization that humanity has ever seen. Roads connected the far reaches of the empire with consistent quality—some are still used today. Roman law established principles that influence our laws to this day. The Roman army was an almost unbeatable war machine. And Roman administration managed to extract taxes, maintain order, and impose Roman culture on peoples of the most diverse customs.

But there was something that made Rome special in the eyes of its own citizens: the belief that Rome was eternal.

1.2 The Idea of Eternity

The Romans didn't just believe their empire would last forever. They built this belief into every aspect of their public life.

Poets sang: "As long as the Colosseum stands, Rome will stand; when the Colosseum falls, Rome will fall; when Rome falls, the world will fall." Emperors presented themselves as guarantors of this eternity. Temples celebrated gods who protected the city. Coins bore inscriptions like Roma Aeterna—"Eternal Rome."

This idea wasn't just political propaganda. It was so deeply ingrained that most people simply couldn't imagine a world without Rome. The barbarians at the borders? They were annoyances, but the empire would always contain them. Internal revolts? The army would crush them. Economic crises? They would pass, as they always had.

Rome seemed as solid as the mountains, as perennial as the sea.

And it was precisely this apparent solidity that hid a mortal fragility: Rome depended, for its existence, on the absolute loyalty of its subjects. Not just political loyalty, but spiritual loyalty. Religious loyalty. Loyalty that involved the soul.

1.3 The Emperor as God

To guarantee this loyalty, Rome developed an ingenious mechanism: the imperial cult.

The idea wasn't new. The Egyptians considered their pharaohs living gods. The Greeks, after Alexander's death, began to worship some of his successors. But Rome took this to an impressive level of organization and reach.

It all started with Augustus, the first emperor. After winning a long civil war and stabilizing the empire, Augustus received titles and honors from the Senate that placed him above mere mortals. He didn't declare himself a god in his lifetime—he was too prudent for that—but he allowed temples to be erected in his name in the eastern provinces, where the tradition of worshiping rulers already existed.

Over time, the cult of the emperor spread throughout the empire. When an emperor died, if he had ruled well, the Senate could decree his apotheosis—his transformation into a god. Living emperors also received divine honors, especially in the provinces.

It worked something like this:

· In every major city, there was a temple dedicated to Rome and the emperor.

· Specific priests took care of this cult.

· Annual festivals celebrated the emperor as benefactor and savior.

· Coins bore his image with divine symbols.

For an ordinary citizen of the empire, participating in the imperial cult was as natural as singing the national anthem or respecting the flag today. It wasn't exactly "religion" in the sense of intimate belief; it was civic loyalty expressed in religious language.

But there was a problem: this religious language wasn't merely symbolic. It carried real demands. And for some groups, these demands were unacceptable.

1.4 What It Meant to Be "Saved" by Rome

The Romans believed their mission was to bring order to the world. The poet Virgil, in the Aeneid, placed in the mouth of the gods a declaration that became Rome's unofficial motto:

"You, Roman, remember to rule the peoples with imperial power. These will be your arts: to impose peace, to spare the submissive, and to conquer the proud."

This idea—that Rome brought peace and order—was repeated endlessly. The empire called itself pax romana, the Roman peace. And in fact, for most of the population, living under Roman rule meant fewer local wars, more stability, more trade.

The emperor was presented as the guarantor of this peace. He was the pontifex maximus—the high priest ensuring the gods were pleased with Rome. He was the pater patriae—the father of the fatherland, caring for his children. He was the soter—the savior, protecting the world from chaos.

When someone said "Caesar is Lord," they weren't just acknowledging political authority. They were declaring that Caesar was the source of order, peace, salvation. They were saying the empire was the definitive structure of reality.

Now imagine a group of people who refused to say that. People who looked at the emperor and, instead of "lord," said merely "man." People who claimed there was a greater Lord above Caesar, and that true peace didn't come from Rome, but from a crucified Jew decades earlier.

Can you see the conflict forming?

1.5 The Inevitable Clash

The Roman Empire wasn't, at first, particularly hostile to foreign religions. Rome conquered peoples and allowed them to continue worshiping their gods—as long as they also paid homage to Roman gods and the emperor. It was an inclusive system, but with an obligatory clause: no one could refuse to participate in the civic cult.

Jews managed an exception. Because of their ancient tradition and because they had supported Julius Caesar at crucial moments, they were allowed not to participate in the imperial cult. Instead, they offered sacrifices for the emperor at the Temple in Jerusalem, but not to the emperor.

For a while, the Romans might have thought Christians were just another Jewish sect. But they quickly realized they weren't.

Christians had no central temple. No recognized priesthood. They offered sacrifices for no one. And worse: they attracted others to their refusal. They openly said Roman gods were demons. That the emperor was merely a man. That true loyalty belonged to another Kingdom.

To Rome, this wasn't religious diversity. It was political subversion.

And it was at this point that the empire, which called itself eternal, began to realize there was a crack in its foundation. A small, almost invisible crack, but one that would grow to become one of the greatest transforming forces in history.

A crack called the Church.

1.6 The Seed of Conflict

Chapter 1 of Revelation already sets the tone for everything to come. John, the author, is exiled on the island of Patmos—a Roman prison for political convicts. He writes to Christian communities scattered throughout Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey), who are under increasing pressure.

In verse 9, he introduces himself:

"I, John, your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ."

Notice: John isn't on Patmos because he committed a crime. He's there because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. In other words, his faith brought him into direct conflict with the empire. And this conflict wasn't the exception—it was the rule for those who took seriously the affirmation that Jesus is Lord.

From there, the entire book of Revelation is written as a kind of counter-propaganda. Rome calls itself eternal? John shows its fall. Rome calls itself peaceful? John reveals its violence. Rome exalts the emperor as god? John presents the Lamb as the only one worthy of worship.

And at the center of this battle of narratives emerges a number. A number that, to those reading at the time, pointed directly to a name.

The name of a man who personified, like few others, the spirit of the empire in its cruelest form.
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WHEN "JESUS IS LORD" BECAME A PROBLEM

2.1 The Word That Challenged the Empire

Imagine a small gathering in a simple house. Oil lamps light the room. Ordinary people—craftsmen, slaves, women, maybe a merchant—sit on the floor, listening to someone read a text. At a certain point, everyone begins to repeat a short phrase, almost a slogan:

"Jesus is Lord."

To us today, that sounds like a statement of religious faith, something intimate and personal. But in the first century, at the heart of the Roman Empire, that phrase was a delayed-action bomb.

Because saying "Jesus is Lord" necessarily implied saying something about Caesar. And what it said was: Caesar is not Lord.

The early Christians didn't invent a new word to express their loyalty to Christ. They took a word that already existed, loaded with political and religious meanings, and redefined it. Kyrios—Lord—was the title used for the emperor. It was the word that appeared in imperial decrees, on coins, in temple inscriptions. Saying someone was "Lord" meant recognizing their supreme authority.

When Christians transferred this title to Jesus, they weren't just doing theology. They were declaring loyalty to a different Kingdom—and therefore refusing absolute loyalty to the empire.

And Rome, which tolerated almost all religions as long as they didn't question its authority, realized that here was something new. Something dangerous.

2.2 What It Meant to Be "Lord" in the Roman World

To understand the scale of the problem, we need to get inside the head of an average Roman. Someone like
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