
  
  Praise for the Works of Stephen Alexander North



For Poetry
“…Stephen Alexander North, your voice is a celestial message! You possess the ability to create a great change through your magical verses!”—Ankhinur Alam, Writing EDEN poet.

“It’s not just poetry, but a supreme echo through a vast valley.”—Nardine Sanderson, author of Beneath a stone unturned… and more.

“Your poetry stirs emotions and reveals something new to me with each reading.”—Gigi Espinola

“Stephen Alexander North writes from within an open book, that of an inquisitive eye. The story of his humble take on social standards. His are inspired by the quandry[sic] of human nature, questioning every aspect of our lives with thoughtful insights. Words which ring with an honest, empathetic touch.”—Imelda Zapata Garcia, author of Beyond the Pyre

“Soul defining! And some crushing!”—Sally Howard

“Steve North is my favorite warrior in a garden.” —Thom Brannan, author of Rock Bottom: A Tales Of The Century Novella

“Stephen Alexander North is an amazing writer and creates dramatic stories in multiple genres from dark fantasy to western and is a gifted poet. I am fortunate to have three of his books that grace my bookshelf. I eagerly await more of his amazing writing. Sincere congratulations on your success and I am thrilled you are among the selected writers that are Guardians of the Quill.” —Robert Bradley, Jr., LCSW, LSATP, Family Therapist and Multi-Published Author
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For Fiction
“REPLICA is a devastating sci-fi dystopian future; well-written.” —Astradaemon’s Lair

“[Means to an End] A double dose of rotgut…his fondness for writing unapologetically hard-luck and sometimes very unlikeable characters is something I appreciate.” —Patrick S. D’Orazio

Tusk – A Collector of Rare and Interesting Things “Indiana Jones meets Dr. Creepy Jones to you!” —Florida girl

Sedation Dentistry “Damn. Even North’s flash fiction is creepy. This is a must-read!” —Ophelia Kee

“I finished Dust Shroud! I dug the Josey Wales flavor. I could taste that story! Awesome!” —Dave W, the real Pepine LaRock

“‘Dust Shroud’ is blunt in its poetry and left me feeling grit in my teeth. Weird western done right!”—Thom Brannan, author of Vampire Sky

“Stephen North scores with DUST SHROUD. A compelling tale of revenge, an evocative journey into the land of the dead. Don’t miss it.” —Jamie Mason, author of Devil’s Drop

“With twists and turns at every corner, “Roadside Assistance” is a heart-pounding adventure that will keep readers on the edge of their seats until the very last page.” —Courtney Glover, author of In Your Darkest Dreams
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  I raise my cup
to all the beauty 
I have found in people
conversations and thoughts 
in books, music, art,
in storms and rain 
forests, mountains,
rivers, lakes
in the Gulf that borders
this place where I live 
and most of all, the myriad creatures
in the world
the manifestations of life 
within all of our madness and striving 
if we can apprehend beauty 
we can carry it with us
as we move forward 
or wherever we go
wherever we are
and so, beauty becomes us
once we forgive ourselves 

-July 4th 2026 










  
  From the Back Cover
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Too late


I have loved you for years

No need to fear

My heart has many chambers 

I will not approach you, dear

I am content with what I have

I covet nothing more

My cup is well-balanced 

And full

My devotion is clear

But why hide wholesome feeling?

I do not and never have

Wished for more

Like, I love the moon

And know, I will never walk there

Your thoughts and your smiles are enough

And I have heard your voice speak to me

(completed for a friend on Friday, the third day of July 2026) 
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  Beyond Apocalypse Newsletter


If you enjoy apocalyptic horror, thrillers, and science fiction tales, you will love Stephen Alexander North’s prose fiction. Join his  Beyond Apocalypse Newsletter to get the latest news, updates on book releases, free stuff, and more. 
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  Epigraph


Last day of vacation. Passes like a freight train. Here and gone with flashing lights, and a long, faraway whistle as it recedes into the distance.

April 28th, 2017
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“As most beautiful things

It lasts but a moment

But lingers in memory

And regret”

April 30th, 2020
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It was a Wednesday morning, the first of May, and it was pleasant debating what I wanted and what I was hungry for...

May 1st, 2019

[image: image-placeholder]
“A plate full of broken Doritos with cheese, sour cream and salsa is less fattening than a plate of non-broken Doritos prepared the same way, right?”

May 16th, 2014
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“Like a leviathan rising from the depths

I re-emerge somewhere 

Covered with barnacles

And struggling for a breath.”


July 4th, 2026
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I can well imagine people

Reading my works and saying

“This guy is on drugs”

And they’d be right

But they’re all prescribed

Also from July 4th, 2026










  
  A Barbarian At The Gate


On the last Monday of December 

I sit at the entrance 

Like a blond troll

Guarding his bridge

Contemplating my surroundings 

What I see

What I hear 

Where to start

Asphalt, dead leaves, white lines

Orange caution cones

The brilliant glare of the evening sun

Soon masked by clouds

A gentle continuous breeze

The wind ripple of cloth and

The lanyards of the flags

Tapping the poles

And the roar of engines 

Going somewhere near or far

While I sit here

And wave while people drive by

Nearer the end of 2025

(completed 12/29/2025)










  
  One Of Those Clouds


A field of black

A yellow blotch of light

Between the lamp post

And the umbrella 

A hundred drops of rain

A memory made

By you and me

Of a twilight time

An enchanted moment

Like a relaxing breath

An exhale at the end

Of long days

Stretching my mind

Peering with sober eyes

Playing with words

Like fumbling fingers

On piano keys

I can feel eternity

Reaching out for me

yet I realize 

I’m there

I’m billowing 

Spread out, full-bellied

Like a canvas sail

Or filmy, transparent 

like one of those grey clouds

Above me

(completed 12/29/2025)










  
  Monday Night


No birdsong at dusk

No cicadas or crickets

But I hear a plane

Passing cars

And a lady’s voice

Her words indistinct 

But nearby

Somewhere across the street

Behind me

Background noises

Different points 

Normally I’d filter them out

But I’m working 

On guard!

(completed 12/29/2025)










  
  Weathered


A murky sea lies within me

Sometimes disturbed thought

Cloud cover

Tempestuous atmospheric conditions

Volatile weather might describe it best

Moods shifting with the currents of the air

The temperature within me

From the heart furnace heat

Molten rivers flowing outward

Toward my extremities 

In contrast to polar cold

Swirls of frigid wind

Dreams of all we, and for now, I

Leave behind

As my life slips and speeds by

As I am weathered

My seawall crumbling

Shoreline eroding

Edges blurring to foam in the surf

Some parts buried by sand

The rest carried away with the tide

(my first poem of the new year completed thirteen minutes before three a.m. on the fifth day of January 2026)
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