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Dedication

For everyone who's ever said "I forgive you" and meant "I'll never forget this."
For the saints and sinners. (Turns out, same people.)
For the image-bearers who keep forgetting whose image we bear.
For those who love Jesus and struggle to love people. Welcome to the club. We meet never, because we're all avoiding each other.
For everyone doing their best to follow Jesus while being spectacularly, hilariously human.
For the simultaneously justified and sinful. You know who you are.
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Foreword

      God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.

      God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground." (Genesis 1:26—28, NIV)

      Right. Made in God's image and given dominion. Told to be fruitful. And somehow we've spent the last several thousand years proving we can bear His image and completely miss the point at the same time. We're very good at it.

    


Forgiveness

      *for·give·ness* (n.) — The act of releasing resentment while maintaining detailed records for future reference.

      The Retreat

      I had a breakthrough moment about forgiveness at a church retreat. Tears, altar call, the whole package. My roommate snored all weekend and I haven't spoken to him since. Transformation has its limits, apparently around 2am.

      The Seventy Times Seven

      Jesus said to forgive seventy times seven times. I'm currently at 489. Just two more strikes and we're done here. I've got a countdown app on my phone. Very motivating.

      The Group Chat

      I forgave her in person. Then remembered three better comebacks on the way home and texted them anyway. She needed to know I could have said worse. I signed off with "Bless your heart," so it's holy.

      The Resurrection

      I buried the grudge years ago. Somehow it keeps rising every Easter. Must be something in the soil. I even tried putting a large stone in front of it. It just rolls away every spring.

      The Servant Leadership

      I insist on washing everyone's feet at our annual service. I also insist everyone notices. True servanthood requires an audience, or how else would people know to follow my example?

      The Memory

      I've completely forgiven him. I just happen to remember every detail of what happened with perfect clarity— including timestamps and witnesses. I've also commissioned a tasteful diorama. For historical accuracy.

      The Confession Booth

      I went to confess my lack of forgiveness. The priest told me to forgive myself. I'm still deciding if he earned that advice. I'm holding a grudge against him provisionally, pending a review of his pastoral performance.

      The Worship Song

      We sang Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) seven times in a row. I'm still keeping mine for one specific person. They make a comforting jingle when I walk.

      The Love Chapter

      First Corinthians 13 says love keeps no record of wrongs. I keep mine in a spreadsheet with color-coding and pivot tables. It's linked to a cloud-based database shared with my small group.

      The Mirror

      I finally forgave everyone who'd ever wronged me. Then I looked in the mirror and saw who was left. We're not on speaking terms. We communicate strictly through passive-aggressive Post-it notes on the fridge.

      The Mission Trip

      I traveled 3,000 miles to serve the poor and demonstrate Christ's love. My neighbor who borrowed my lawnmower four years ago can rot. I'm pretty sure "love thy neighbor" has a municipal boundary clause.

      The Theological Debate

      We spent an hour in Bible study debating the nuances of predestination and free will. It got very heated. I forgave Brian for his clearly flawed interpretation before I even left the room. My grace is just that efficient. Now, if he could just be predestined to avoid the good doughnuts next time, that would be great.

  

      ¹⁴For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. ¹⁵But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. (Matthew 6:14-15, NIV)

      The verse we quote right before explaining why our situation is different.

    


Humility

      *hu·mil·i·ty* (n.) — The quality of being modest about one's achievements, especially one's superior humility.

      The Award

      I won "Most Humble Servant" at the church banquet. I was going to refuse it, but that seemed like the proudest move of all. So I accepted it tearfully. Now it's the centerpiece of my mantelpiece. I dust it daily with a spirit of gratitude.

      The Compliment

      Someone told me my sermon was profoundly moving. I immediately said, "All glory to God," which is the holier way of saying, "I know, right?" I then posted about it on three social media platforms. For His glory, of course.

      The Leadership Seminar

      I'm teaching a 6-week course on "Dying to Self." I've copyrighted the materials. The royalties are doing wonders. For my living self. The irony is not lost on me, but the income certainly isn't either.

      The Spiritual Gifting Test

      I took a spiritual gifts assessment and scored highest in "humility." I immediately added it to my email signature and LinkedIn profile. It's important people know.

      The Social Media Fast

      I gave up social media for Lent to practice humility. I announced this on four platforms, created a blog series about the journey, and texted daily updates to my accountability group. Suffering in silence seemed wasteful.

      The Ministry Opportunity

      They asked me to serve in the nursery. I explained that my gifts were more suited to teaching and leadership roles. Humility means knowing your limits, and mine stop at diaper changes.

      The Volunteer Form

      I checked "willing to serve in any capacity" on the volunteer form. By "any capacity," I meant roles that utilize my specific skill set and don't require early mornings or physical labor. Honesty is important.

      The Testimony

      I shared how God taught me humility through a season of hardship. It was a 45-minute testimony. With PowerPoint. The Q&A session went another 20 minutes. Brevity is overrated when you're being vulnerable.

      The Leadership Position

      I turned down the elder nomination three times before accepting. Each refusal was carefully worded to signal my reluctance while leaving the door open. Moses tried this tactic. It's biblical precedent.

      The Prayer Request

      I asked for prayer about my pride problem. Then I explained in detail all the ways I've been working on it, the books I've read, and the progress I've made. It's important to give people context for their intercession.

      The Humility Journal

      I keep a journal documenting my journey toward humility. It's 300 pages long. I'm considering publishing it. The world needs more examples of what true lowliness looks like.

  

      Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, (Philippians 2:3, NIV)

      Which I've mastered better than most, if I'm being honest, which I always am because humility requires transparency.

    


Money

      *stew·ard·ship* (n.) — The responsible management of resources God has entrusted to you, particularly the nice ones.

      The Tithe

      I write my tithe check with a grateful heart, knowing it's an investment in eternal treasures. I also mentally calculate the tax deduction, which is an investment in a new patio. It's about balancing the now and the not yet.

      The Fundraiser

      We're raising money for a new sound system "to reach the lost with crystal-clear audio." I gave generously, imagining my enemy's face when he hears the bass on his favorite hymn and realizes my generosity helped pay for it. Outreach and petty vengeance can coexist beautifully.

      The Budget Meeting

      We voted to cut the coffee budget to give more to the poor. This has led to a grumpy, caffeine-deprived congregation which is, ironically, much less likely to feel charitable. It's a complex spiritual ecosystem.

      The Building Fund

      We're raising $2 million for a new sanctuary to glorify God. Our current building seats 200. We average 85 on Sundays. But the new one will have a coffee bar and stadium seating, which will definitely bring in the unchurched.

      The Prosperity Gospel

      I don't believe in the prosperity gospel. I believe in the "God wants you to be responsible with money and also maybe buy that boat if you prayed about it" gospel. It's more nuanced.

      The Missionary Support

      We support seventeen missionaries at $20 per month each. This allows us to check the "global missions" box while still affording our annual Disneyland trip
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