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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to all seven of my children—

Brandi, Karli, Morgan, Broderick, Jason, Lori, and

Wynton—whom I love beyond any words. My hope for you

has always been that you live the life of your dreams. I have

tried to set an example; to live by principles that could be

modeled and referenced. It seems that all of you are willing to

jump—and to accept your share of lumps and bruises along

the way. Marjorie and I are proud of the fact that all of you

are finding your own way. I hope that after I am long gone

that I will have lived a life that will encourage you to teach

your children and grandchildren the importance of taking the

jump. I love you all and thank you for inspiring me.

You have made me a better man, husband, and father.

Without you I would not be possible. Thank you, all.

I love you, and never forget that.





Invictus

Out of the night that covers me,

      Black as the pit from pole to pole,

 I thank whatever gods may be

       For my unconquerable soul.

In the fell clutch of circumstance

       I have not winced nor cried aloud.

 Under the bludgeonings of chance

       My head is bloody, but unbowed.

Beyond this place of wrath and tears

       Looms but the Horror of the shade,

 And yet the menace of the years

       Finds and shall find me unafraid.

It matters not how strait the gate,

       How charged with punishments the scroll,

 I am the master of my fate,

       I am the captain of my soul.

—William Ernest Henley





INTRODUCTION: JUMP

January 13, 2016

Family Feud Studios, Atlanta, Georgia

I would like to share with you these words that I left my studio audience with at the end of a taping of Family Feud. I was amazed at the impact these words have had—I have never seen a video of anything I’ve done go viral so quickly. Fifty-eight million people viewed it! That explosive and immediate response showed me that untold numbers of people around the world are looking for the answers to a better life.


I’m going to tell you something that every successful person in this world has done in his or her life or career. Every successful person has jumped! They have taken their hopes and dreams and took a leap of faith toward them. If you desire greatness in your life, eventually you are going to have to jump. You cannot just exist in this life and automatically find happiness. You have to live every moment to the fullest to achieve a life of abundance. If you are waking up thinking that there is more to your life than there is, believe that there is. You have to truly believe in your heart that there is. But in order to get to that life of happiness and abundance, you are going to have to jump.

When God created all of us, He gave every last one of us a gift. He never created a soul without endowing that person with a gift. Please don’t think of your gift as only a talent in running, jumping, singing, or dancing. It’s more than that. If you know how to network, if you can connect dots, if you draw, if you teach, if you fry chicken better than anyone else, if you can bake pies, if you can cut hair, if you can color hair, or if you can cut grass, that is your gift.

I had a partner who never wanted to hang out late. Me and my friends would say to him, “Man, let’s hang out.” He would say, “Nah, I have to get up and cut Mrs. Johnson’s grass.” We kept laughing at this dude for just wanting to cut grass. He now has a landscaping company in Cleveland worth $4 million. All he does is cut grass. But he was gifted at it. I got another partner who owns a detail shop making $800,000 per year. All he does is detail cars, and he has built it into a six-mobile-truck business where he comes to you and details your car. That’s his gift and that’s what he loves to do. Identify your gift!

Imagine you are standing on the cliff of life and you see people soaring by, going to exotic places—or maybe your neighbor up the street purchases a new car every two years, and you think, “How does he do that?” At those moments, did you ever stop and think, “Maybe this person has identified his gift” or “Maybe he is living in his gift”? Your Bible says, “Your gift will make room for you.” It says your gift, not your education. I know a lot of people who have degrees that they are not using. You can go and get an education. Of course you want to be educated, but your education will take you only so far.

The only way for you to soar is for you to jump. You have to take that gift that is packed away in your backpack, jump off the cliff, and pull the cord. If you don’t ever use it, you are going to become strictly a worker. Your days will become routine. And hopefully you’ll have enough money to pay your bills. Is this how you want to live? If you are getting up every morning and going to a job that you hate, that is not living. You’re just existing. At some point, you have to see what living is like. The only way you are going to see what living is like is to jump.

When you first jump, your parachute will not open right away. I wish I could tell you that it would, but it won’t. You’re going to hit some rocks. You’re going to get some skin torn off scraping against those cliffs. You may even get parts of your clothes torn off. You will get some cuts and possibly bleed pretty bad. But eventually the parachute will open. That is a promise from God. It is not a theory—it’s a promise. Can you name one thing that God has not gotten you through? I sincerely doubt it, because if He hasn’t gotten you through it already, He is currently pulling you through it right now. You are the living proof of it, because you are breathing. If He had not gotten you through it, you wouldn’t even be here. I guarantee that your parachute will open. But you have to jump and find out for yourself how far you will soar.

You can stand on that cliff of life and be forever safe. You can avoid the cuts and tears. If you don’t jump, I have another promise: Your parachute will never open. You’ll never know what greatness God really has in store for you. He has promised a wonderful life for you. Your Bible says that He comes to give you life and life more abundantly. If I were you, I would jump. That’s the only way to get to that abundant life. You have to jump. You have got to take a chance, or you’ll have more of the same.

After you hear these words, and you leave this building, there are those of you who will later discuss them in the car and say, “Well, I got bills. I can’t afford to take a leap of faith toward my dream life.” Whether you stay on the cliff or you jump, you are going to have bills. Some of you might say, “If I quit my job, I’m going to ruin my credit.” If you just have a job, you are just living check-to-check anyway. So, even if you have A1 credit, you probably do not have enough money to live meaningfully.

I completely encourage you to see what God will manifest in your life. If you jump, trust me, God will hold you up. He didn’t bring you this far to let you fall. Before you leave this earth, before you die, do yourself a favor—just jump one time.



I can’t go anywhere now without someone coming up and telling me how much the Jump video has meant to them. An owner of a golf course came up to me and said, “I now make all the young caddies at my club watch this video every morning. I don’t want them to settle for just being a caddy. I want them to know that they can have more.” A father stopped me in the airport and said, “I have six kids and I made all of them watch your video. You said exactly what I’ve been trying to tell them for years.”

Jumping is taking a risk, a leap of faith toward your dreams. Jumping is making a major career move. Jumping is rectifying an issue in your personal relationships. Jumping is embracing the ambition that God has put in your imagination, and you making a commitment to manifest it in your life.

What do you see in your imagination? Do you see a new car sitting in your driveway? Can you see that new house you’ve always wanted? Do you see yourself starting a business? Do you see the man or woman of your dreams? Do you see yourself earning your degree? Can you see your children going off to college? Can you see leaving your high-pressure corporate job to open a food truck? Can you see leaving the cold climate that hampers your health for a warmer one? Can you see adopting a child or being a foster parent? Whatever is in your imagination, God put it there for a reason. The way that you can achieve your vision is to jump.

What you see in your imagination is tied to your gift. As I explained in my previous book, Act Like a Success, Think Like a Success, your gift is the thing that you do the absolute best with the least amount of effort. Discovering your gift and how God wants to use your life is the true purpose and power of jumping. God wants you to have the life that you are dreaming about, or else He would not have planted it in your mind. He did not place you on this earth to struggle and do without. He wants you to have your heart’s desires. Your willingness to jump will open doors for you. Every jump will increase your wisdom and broaden your vision. The abundant life that God has in store for you will allow you to have unimagined riches; riches so overflowing that you’ll have plenty—especially to share with others.



Your willingness to jump will open doors for you. Every jump will increase your wisdom and broaden your vision. The abundant life that God has in store for you will allow you to have unimagined riches; riches so overflowing that you’ll have plenty—especially to share with others.



The jumps I have mentioned so far are big jumps. Smaller jumps will enhance your life as well, such as quitting smoking, adding a workout regimen to your schedule, upgrading your look, deciding to speak up more often in professional settings, taking care of your health, getting organized, decluttering, and the like. The smaller jumps can complement your big-picture jump.

Some of us are scared to take the jump. We’re fearful because we don’t know how it will turn out. Guess what? Every day you wake up, you don’t know how it will work out. That’s the exciting part about life. And if every day you don’t feel excited to start your day, you definitely need to jump. Don’t think for a moment that successful people don’t have fears. I have fear in my life, especially since I have a family and a business, and I have to watch out for more than just myself. But I embrace fear, because for me it is an indicator that God is calling me to do something bigger. In other words, my faith calms my fears. I have no fears greater than my dreams. Acknowledge your fear and move forward. Fear is there to let you know that what you are taking on is worth your risking your current lifestyle.

Once you jump, God will take it from there. He will place you in positions to learn important lessons that will prepare you for the next stage of your life—your next jump. He will also reward you with abundant blessings along your journey. Knowing that, why wouldn’t you jump?

I would not tell you to jump, to take a leap of faith, or to risk where you are now if I hadn’t already taken multiple major jumps in my own life. God gave me a vision for my life, and that was to be on television. In order for me to get there, my journey included flunking out of college, being laid off from my job, being homeless for three years, going through two divorces, and owing the IRS tons of money because of horrible advice. In dealing with each one of these setbacks, I chose to jump. And I have kept jumping. Leaving a dead-end job to go on the road as a comedian wasn’t about taking a blind risk; it was a leap necessary for me ultimately to live the abundant life that God wanted for me. Now there aren’t enough hours in the day for me to walk through every door that God opens. The only way for you to have an abundant life is for you to rise up off those cliffs and keep jumping.

Everybody I know says they want to be happy and they want to be successful. The only difference between you and the successful people you see in your life every day is that they have jumped. You’re the only one who can take your dreams off the shelf and turn them into reality. You are the only one who can take I can’t and turn it into I can. You can sit there and watch the years roll by with your dreams unfulfilled, or you can take a chance and live like you’ve never lived before.

Jump is a testament to what God has done in my life and what I strongly believe that He can do in yours. If I can go from living out of my car to being on television, there’s no telling what God has in store for you. Your life should be more than living paycheck-to-paycheck and then hoping to collect a pension down the road. There’s no security in putting your life and your dreams in someone else’s hands. Your destiny belongs to you. If you are not happy, what are you waiting for? Your life will unfold only when you choose to make that jump.

You don’t have to wait until you get your credit together to jump. You don’t have to lose ten pounds to jump. You don’t have to wait until your children finish school to jump. I guarantee you that your children will be more proud of you when you live a life that makes you happy. Stop waiting for the perfect time. The perfect time to jump is always now. The best day to take on your new life is today. There are people lying in their graves who wished they’d had just one more day to use the gifts they had. If you are able-bodied and breathing, that means that God has more for you. Even when you try something for the first, second, third, or even fourth time and it doesn’t work out just how you planned it, you have to keep jumping. God allows for second chances every day. When are you going to stop waiting to take yours?

There is an abundant life waiting for you. The career you’ve been dreaming about is on the other side of your jump. The big mansion that you’ve always wanted will come if you jump. The doors of that business you’ve always wanted will open when you take that jump. There’s only one way you’re going to get to that life that God has for you—you have to JUMP.

Dear Reader: If you’d like to view the Jump video, visit me on Facebook, follow me on Twitter (@IAmSteveHarvey), or watch it on YouTube.

For information on joining the free #JumpWithSteve Success Club, see the backad.
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Ain’t No Lesson Like a Bought Lesson






Be optimistic when going through adversity.


Adversity is necessary to identify your dream.

There are lessons in failure. There’s no such thing as complete failure.

If you accept that life is a series of ups and downs, you will get through the downs.

During adversity is not the time to lick your wounds. Failures make you who you are.

My mother taught my father, who had a third-grade education, how to read and write. He worked for a construction company. Often my brothers and I helped my father at his construction site. But working all day with my hands, doing backbreaking labor, sometimes outside in the hot sun or the freezing cold, wasn’t for me.

When I was not working or going to school, I would hang with my boys—Ricardo, Manny, Butch, EL, Lil’ John, Gil, and Biggy Wigg. We’d gone to the same schools: Parkwood grade school, then Glenville High. When Ricardo said they were going to Kent State, I decided that I’d go, too, and I applied.

When I told my mother that I wanted to go to college, she said, “Baby, you’re going to be something.” Her vote of confidence meant everything to me. It was a big deal for me to be accepted to Kent State. I was the first person in my family to go to college.

Attending Kent was cool. I had never lived away from home, and being around a group of people who didn’t look like me exposed me to new things. I had a lot of great experiences and learned that the world was bigger than 112th Street in Cleveland.

One day, I was home for a visit. My mother called me into the kitchen and sat me down at the table. She read a letter to me from my school. I had flunked out of Kent State University. It took me completely by surprise. I was on academic probation, but I didn’t think they were going to put me out just like that! My routine was to drop a class if I was not performing well, to avoid failing. It turned out that in doing so, I had not accumulated enough credits. I sat there with my mother crying.

I’m telling you this story because if you don’t know already, you’ll soon learn that life can be a four-letter word. You can be cruising along one day with everything going well, and then the next day you lose your job, you find out that you have a serious health problem, you get evicted, or you unexpectedly lose a loved one. It’s just a part of life. There’s no way you’re going to make it out of this world without spending some time down in the valley or in a dark place. But this isn’t the time to give up. This is the time to understand that God is trying to lead you to your purpose and to your gift. Use adversity to your advantage. Don’t let it stop you. Instead, allow it to take you to the next level. Allow it to teach you the things you need to know to take you to the next level.



There’s no way you’re going to make it out of this world without spending some time down in the valley or in a dark place. But this isn’t the time to give up. This is the time to understand that God is trying to lead you to your purpose and to your gift.



My father always said, “Ain’t no lesson like a bought lesson.” I was nineteen and had failed big-time in flunking out. A lot of my peers at school wrote me off. One guy said, “Man, you don’t know how to finish nothing.” And some others made it clear that they thought I wouldn’t amount to much. It was tough to be hit with a failure like that so early in adulthood. If I had not been careful, it could have defined the rest of my life.

The thing about me, though, is that I immediately try to find the one glimmer of light in the darkness. No matter what happens to me, there has got to be a glimmer of light. I may not see it right away, but I am ever optimistic. I interpreted my situation as, “I failed at college—there must be a reason. What can I learn from this? What can I gain from this?”

I don’t know any successful people who haven’t failed. They probably wouldn’t be who they are or where they are without those failures. Failures make you who you are; they show you what you can overcome. They help you believe in yourself. During adversity is not the time to sit there and lick your wounds. Don’t give up on your dream; accept that life is a series of ups and downs and that you will overcome the obstacles.

When successful people are going through adversity, they quickly put it in their rearview mirror and reframe the story. Let’s consider a resignation: Behind the scenes, two business partners don’t see eye to eye on how to run their operations. The infighting is tearing the company apart. One person decides to leave. Here’s how he may choose to frame it: “I have spent twenty wonderful years working with Bob, who has a great business mind. I have learned a great deal from working for this impressive organization and from Bob’s astute business practices. However, I have decided to move on to a new company and bring along all of my invaluable years of experience.”

Leave adversity in the past by putting it in your rearview mirror. Reframe your story by looking at the positives. Don’t complain that Bob did you wrong; instead, concentrate on all that you’ve learned at the company













































































OEBPS/images/9780062220370_coverimage.jpg
STEVE
HARVEY

#1 New York Times Bestselling Author






OEBPS/images/9780062220370_tpimage.jpg
Jump

TAKE THE LEAP OF FAITH TO
ACHIEVE YOUR LIFE OF ABUNDANCE

STEVE HARVEY

with Leah Lakins

An Imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers





