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Chapter 1: SUV
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Debbie—Deb to everyone who mattered—slid into the passenger seat of Jeff’s SUV, the leather cool against the backs of her thighs. The scent of his cologne, something woodsy and expensive, wrapped around her, familiar now. Comfortable. Dangerous.

She shouldn’t be here.

But then again, why shouldn’t she?

Carson was at home, like always, hunched over his laptop, fingers flying across the keyboard in that rhythmic, mindless way they did when he was deep in whatever code had his attention this week. Or maybe he was gaming—headset on, eyes glazed, lost in some digital world she’d never understand. Either way, he wouldn’t notice she was gone. He hadn’t noticed much about her lately.

Not like Jeff did.

Jeff, with his stupidly perfect arms and the way he looked at her during their training sessions—like she was something worth looking at. Like she was more than just Carson’s wife, the woman who packed his lunches and listened to him rant about server issues over dinner.

The engine purred to life, and Jeff turned to her, his grin slow, knowing. “So,” he said, voice low, “where to?”

Deb laughed, but it came out breathless. “Anywhere.”

His hand found hers, fingers threading together, and just like that, the last thread of guilt snapped. Carson wouldn’t miss her. He barely saw her when she was right in front of him.

Jeff leaned in, and she met him halfway.

The kiss was hungry, impatient, the kind of kiss that made her forget she was supposed to feel bad about this. His free hand slid up her thigh, warm and sure, and Deb let herself sink into it.

When they finally pulled apart, Jeff’s eyes were dark, satisfied. “Buckle up,” he murmured.

She did.

The SUV rolled out of the parking lot, and Deb didn’t look back. There was nothing she wanted more than this.
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Chapter 2: The Beginning
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The rhythmic tapping of Carson's keyboard filled the house like white noise. Deb paused in the doorway of his office, gym bag slung over one shoulder, watching the way his shoulders hunched forward in concentration. The blue glow of his monitors reflected in his glasses, hiding his eyes.

"I'm going to the gym," she announced.

Carson's fingers froze mid-keystroke. "Hmm? Oh, right." He swiveled in his chair, blinking as if surprised to see her standing there. "The new trainer today, yeah?"

Deb nodded, adjusting the strap of her sports bra beneath her tank top. "Third session with Jeff. You remember—I showed you his profile last week?"

"Right, right." Carson's gaze had already drifted back to his screen. "Hey, before you go—I've been researching smart home security systems. The new Arlo cameras have this insane motion tracking—"

"Cameras?" Deb interrupted.

"Yeah, like, if someone walks up our driveway, it'll—"

"Carson." She held up a hand. "I'm literally walking out the door."

His mouth snapped shut. A flush crept up his neck—that familiar look of embarrassed realization. "Shit. Sorry. I just got excited about the tech."

Deb softened slightly. This was the dance they did now—his absentmindedness, her frustration, his sheepish apology. Rinse and repeat.

"You should go," he said, forcing a smile. "Have a good session."

The late afternoon sun warmed her skin as she stepped outside. The air smelled like freshly cut grass from the neighbour's lawn. As she pulled out of the driveway, she caught
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