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        To speak of a standard that should guide and animate the church is to say that the only hope for it to fulfill its true function is in a return to Christian orthodoxy, one that carries with it a determination to fulfill its heritage of doctrine, faith, and practice.

        Herbert Schlossberg (1935-2019)
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        For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.

      

      

      
        
        Ephesians 2:8, 9 NKJV
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      The D. James Kennedy Institute Essays series is dedicated to exploring and articulating the profound truths of the Christian faith through faithful biblical exegesis and pastoral application. Our burden is to ensure that every reader, particularly pastors and seminarians, is equipped with a deep understanding of Scripture, enabling them to teach and apply the Bible's timeless truths effectively in their ministries.

      

      Inspired by a Kuyperian vision, this series seeks to apply the Gospel and the Lordship of Christ to all areas of life. We believe that every sphere of human existence, whether personal, social, or cultural, falls under the sovereign rule of Jesus Christ. Each essay in this series endeavors to integrate theological insights with practical applications, encouraging believers to live out their faith in every aspect of their lives.

      

      Through rigorous scholarship and heartfelt pastoral concern, the D. James Kennedy Institute Essays aim to bridge the gap between academic theology and real-world ministry. By doing so, we hope to cultivate a generation of Christian leaders who are not only well-versed in doctrinal truths but also adept at applying these truths to the challenges and opportunities they face in their congregations and communities.

      

      Join us on this journey of discovery and application as we seek to glorify God by proclaiming His Word and demonstrating His Lordship in all things.

      

      
        
        MICHAEL A. MILTON

        President

        The D. James Kennedy Instituter of Reformed Leadership

        A Ministry Group of Faith for Living, Inc., a North Carolina 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Corporation

        First Sunday after Pentecost 2024
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      “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5).
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      I penned an article for The American Spectator that was published on Saturday, June 22, 2024. The article is titled “Being Herd: Understanding How the Left Views Society.” Afterward, I wrote a follow-up piece and published it in our newsletter (the public version can be found here). This piece, titled “Understanding the Elites: Or “Searching for Nasty Critters Rooting Under the Porch,” serves as a satirical introduction to the more serious American Spectator contribution. I am sharing the concepts here in the hope that they can help make sense of the chaos of the secular age.

      

      Michael A. Milton

      Tryon, North Carolina
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      “Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously accused the Jews. They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! You, O king, have made a decree, that every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image. And whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention to you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we
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