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“Our plans are finally coming to fruition,” stated a smiling Charles Morris.

Shortly before the Christians vanished in the event known to them as the Rapture, Charles Morris, one of the richest men in the world and creator of the world’s most used computer operating system, was meeting with Russian Ambassador Alexei Volsky while they were both at the United Nations in New York.

“Are you speaking of the artificial Ebola virus being blamed on the United States and its government?”

“Precisely. The whole thing with the virus is set to be reported on world-wide news in a few hours. The media has been instructed to say that the virus was genetically altered by the American government and military, who gave it to Christian terrorists so they could spread it across the world to rid the world of the so-called evil doers. Of course, you and I both know that isn’t true, but your government and the Chinese wants the United States finally out of the way, so the virus has finally given you the excuse to accomplish the task,”

“My government thanks you for all that you’ve done to further our goals. We want to be free to expand our power, but the Americans have been in our way for many years, and that’s because we’ve had no viable excuse to get them out of the way, but now we will. It’s just too bad the nanobots have been malfunctioning due to excessive replicating of the original machines and programming. Otherwise, we would be able to thin out the world population to a more reasonable level and that would make it far easier to control the masses. Oh well, it is what it is,”

“My government has been preparing for what comes next since the 1960’s and our patience seems to have finally paid off. After we eliminate the Americans, we’ll go after Israel. Our friends in the region are quite upset at the Israeli’s for declaring they’ll be destroying the Dome of the Rock in the next few weeks so the Jews can rebuild that temple of theirs. The Muslims demand that something be done, so we will do our best to please them. Do you know when the media coverage for the virus will begin?”

“I believe sometime around midday,”

“Excellent. Have you spoken to the Chinese ambassador about these plans?”

“Not yet, but you can come with me if you want to discuss with him personally how to divide the spoils,”

“Yes, I think I’ll do that. Let’s go speak to him.”

Both men found the Chinese Ambassador to the United Nations, Zhang Jian, discussing something with his Chief of Staff, Pyotr Korsak. Morris cleared his throat, Zhang glanced over at the two, and then dismissed Korsak. Shaking hands with both men, he asked, “Greetings Mr. Morris and Ambassador Volsky. How can I help you?

“I wanted to let you know our plans are finally coming to fruition,” replied Morris.

Zhang smiled. “Ah, I see, that’s excellent news. The Americans should be easy to takedown, since their standing military is practically non-existent. Their navy only has one aircraft carrier group in each ocean, all of their bases around the world have been closed, and their standing army consists of less than one hundred thousand men and women,”

“I agree. It also helps that Americans have become obsessed with stupid things like race and gender issues, their reverence for animals but not for human babies, whether one is offended by patriotic things like flags and statues, and just being easily offended in general. They’ve become a joke to the rest of the world, they deserve their destruction, and I will enjoy seeing all those whiners disappear from the face of the Earth. It also helps that the Islamists living in the United States have the Americans tied in knots by demanding this or that, and if they don’t get what they want, they’ll take action in the courts by using American laws against the Americans. I think Nikita Khruschev would be astonished to see how effective it was to bury the United States from within, but he would definitely be pleased with the results,” replied Volsky.

“I’m sure he would’ve been. How soon do you think your leaders will be able to strike?” asked Morris.

“Within a day or two of the world learning that the United States is responsible for the Ebola virus,” replied Zhang.

“And it’ll definitely be before the United Nations decides it needs to do something about it,” said Volsky.

“Yes, they are rather slow, but sometimes that can be a good thing. Are either of you worried about the American nukes that are still targeting your cities and will launch automatically when your nukes hit the United States?” asked Morris.

“There’s no need to worry about that, we disabled their silos a few years back, even though they don’t know that yet. If they do manage to get off a couple nuclear missiles, well, that’s the price of war,” replied Volsky with a typical Russian shrug.

“May I ask how you disabled their silos without them knowing?”

“Well, around the middle of the 2010’s, the American government had become increasingly careless with their security in almost all aspects, so all we had to do was ask to inspect their sites and they complied. Surprisingly enough, our people had free reign in the American’s nuclear facilities, so they were able to disable components that were normally overlooked. The American military was none-the-wiser,”

“My government easily hacked into the computers of the government, military, and transportation agencies, so we know everything the Americans knew. Our computer engineers made sure to install a Trojan horse program so that each time the Americans upgraded their software, we too could install their upgrades. Now, all China has to do is activate it. Since the most vital American military bases and their tech are usually hardened against an EMP, we’ll activate the program when Russia launches their nukes. The Trojan horse ought to make NORAD and the others deaf, dumb, and blind.” replied Zhang.

“Excellent. It’s a good thing the majority of New York City has been hardened against an EMP attack, otherwise, having the U.N. based here would be all for naught. Of course, there will still be some failures around the boroughs, but Manhattan is definitely protected and that’s all that really matters. Above all, I think your plans are well thought out and I look forward to the future. Well, gentlemen, I have other business to attend to. I wish you good luck with what’s coming next. Good day.” Morris shook hands with both men and left.

At one in the afternoon Eastern Time, the news networks began their coverage on the revelation that the United States government was involved with the creation of the Ebola virus. “Good afternoon, we have breaking news. We’ve learned that the United States government and the military were the parties responsible for the creation of the Ebola virus. According to the documents we have, the virus was genetically altered to become more lethal than it was originally. After they verified the lethality of the virus, the government tasked Christian terrorists with spreading it to the population, and they were quite effective as carriers. As a result of the virus, almost a billion people were killed off, while many millions remain ill. As the viewer knows, hundreds of Christians have recently been put on trial and publicly executed for other crimes, and the Ebola virus is another crime against humanity that will be added to the list. Fortunately, the Ebola virus seems to have leveled off and is no longer infecting as many people. The government has issued no statement as of this broadcast and we will bring you that live when they do, along with any reactions from the other major powers.”

At the United Nations, Volsky and Zhang watched the report. Both men were satisfied with the speed of events, so Volsky informed the press they would be speaking to them and the public in less than two hours about the situation with the Americans. Even though the press thought it was somewhat hastily assembled, both men were more than prepared, but would not take questions from the press. When the time came, Volsky would speak.

Volsky and Zhang approached the podium. Every major media company was represented and were waiting for the two to speak. Volsky would be the only one speaking of the two, “Good afternoon. Today we learned the United States, its military, and bioterrorists who align themselves with the Christian church were the ones responsible for the massive Ebola outbreak that killed nearly a billion people. They claimed they were doing it to eradicate the evil doers of the world so they could bring about some nonsense about the Kingdom of God. We are outraged by this development. Because of the virus, the world economy is destabilizing and we should place the blame squarely on the United States. We are calling on the United Nations to do something, even if China and Russia end up taking it upon ourselves to rectify the situation. 

“For a long time, the United States has dictated to the rest of the world what they must do, but no one has ever had the strength to stand up to the United States and tell them to mind their own business. We plan to put an end to that, no matter what our colleagues in this building decide. The people of the United States must pay for their crimes against humanity and we will do whatever it takes to make them pay. We will keep you informed about any new developments. Good day.” Both men left the stage while the media tried asking them questions.

“Now, we’ll see if the American president will respond to our accusations. Do you know if he’s in on this?” asked Zheng of Volsky.

“Honestly, I don’t know. It wouldn’t matter if he was, he and the rest of his government have reached the end of their usefulness to us. Now, let’s go to talk to the other ambassadors about what to do with the United States,”

“What about the American ambassador?”

“She’ll do whatever the rest of us wants, she is part of this scheme after all.”

“I’m eager to see how far she’ll go to support the destruction of her country,”

“As am I. I look forward to whatever happens in the coming hours and days, it should be interesting.”

“I agree.”

Surprisingly, the President of the United States was on television from the Oval Office less than an hour later. Viewers could tell that even with television makeup applied to his face, the President looked tired and much older than his fifty-five years. “Good afternoon, my fellow Americans. By now, you must’ve heard about the reports that the United States government and the military are involved with the Christian terrorists who have been accused of unleashing the Ebola virus on the world. I’m here to tell you that it’s simply not true, the federal government has no involvement in the outbreak or with the Christian terrorists and I will continue to deny it as long as I live. 

“You’ve also heard that Russia and China have threatened the United States with some kind of action against us, probably military, if the United Nations doesn’t do something soon. But I would like to warn both Russia and China that if they attempt anything, we will respond with equal force, and hit back harder, with nuclear weapons if necessary, to show them they don’t mess with the United States. I ask my fellow Americans to stand with me against these threats and we will win as we always have when faced with dire situations. That’s all I have to say for now, good night my fellow Americans.” 

An hour later, saved by grace Christians all over Earth were called to Heaven in the Rapture. In North and South America, along with Europe, since there were very few believers left, the only people who knew anything had happened were family members and anyone associated with those believers. The vast majority of the population in those continents had no idea that anything had occurred. Those that did know that the Rapture happened, had their hearts hardened within minutes of the vanishings. Very few life threatening incidents occurred because of the disappearances and the vanishings weren’t noteworthy enough, even when babies disappeared from the wombs of their mothers, to warrant news coverage from the major news networks. 

In Africa and Asia, there were millions of people saved in the last few years, the vanishings were much more noticeable. In very rare cases, whole village populations disappeared. In some cities on those two continents, enough people vanished to cause economic problems, transportation disasters, and caused enough chaos to worry the local governments that their control on the population was about to end. The world’s political and economic elite tried to ignore the problem at first, but they would soon be dragged into it and would have to explain why so many in parts of the world vanished without warning.
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In the meeting of the Security Council at the U.N., Ambassador Volsky was saying, “The United States of America needs some kind of sanctions placed upon it or an action of some kind needs to be done, otherwise, they’ll continue to commit more of these sorts of crimes against humanity. If this body does not act, Russia and China will, and it will be of major consequence to the rest of the world,”

“What do you mean?” interrupted Nathan Hawthorne, the British ambassador.

“I mean we will take military action, which we might do no matter what this body decides. My president has already given the order, but we felt it best to inform this body of our intentions,”

“I see. Ambassador Zhang, why does your country join the Russians in this calling of action against the United States? China doesn’t often agree with its neighbors to the north. Can you explain?” asked Secretary General Ahmed El Fadil, who usually listened to the major powers of the Security Council argue amongst themselves without intervening.

“What the Americans did is heinous and they must pay. They’ve interfered too long in my country’s affairs and has usually dictated to the rest what to do or not do,”

“While that may have been true of the presidents who played cowboy in the past, the current administration has and will continue to follow all United Nations dictates and will do whatever the Security Council recommends,” replied Faith Von Bock, the United States’ Ambassador to the United Nations.

“Then why did your government unleash the Ebola virus on an unsuspecting world?” asked Volsky.

“This administration did no such thing. The Christian terrorists are wholly responsible and we’ve taken care of the problem. However, if you feel the need to punish my country, I will not stand in your way. I believe that most of my fellow citizens need to learn to kiss the boot of the government and submit to its authority. As far as I’m concerned, the United Nations is best equipped to do that,”

“So, whatever action is taken, you won’t stand in the way? I find that hard to believe,” Volsky was a bit surprised by Von Bock’s answer, even if she was a supporter of one world government and not exactly a patriotic American.

“Believe what you will, Alexei, but I believe a new day for our world is approaching, and I plan on being a part of it,”

“I agree with Ambassador Von Bock. The United States has always stood in the way of progress. They’ve bullied my country for hundreds of years and it needs to stop. If there’s a vote allowing Russia and China to take care of the problem, I would vote in the affirmative,” replied Ambassador Tim Stephens of Canada.

Other members of the Security Council voiced their agreement with Ambassador Stephens. Secretary General El Fadil spoke, “We need to weigh the pros of cons of military action against the United States. While their military is nowhere near as formidable as it once was, there are still large, isolated pockets of Americans who are well armed. Some of those people practically have armies of their own and not all of them are natural born citizens. I think we ought to vote for a boycott of all American products and isolate them from the world economy before taking military action. We will discuss this for the next three days before voting. Is this all right with everyone?”

The majority agreed to wait three days for a vote, including the Russian and Chinese ambassadors, even though they had their orders to not wait for the Council to decide what to do. 

When the meeting broke up, Ambassador Von Bock approached the two men to ask, “What do the both of you plan on doing now?”

“Nothing’s changed, we will act upon our current plans. After we decimate the United States, with the sole exception of New York City, Israel will be next,” replied Volsky.

“China feels the same,” replied Zhang.

“All right, sounds like a new world order is coming fast. Let your governments know that I will assist them with whatever they need and I have no problem doing whatever it takes to get things done. Can you do that for me?”

Both men were wary of Faith Von Bock. People used to underestimate her early in her career since she never used to come across as threatening, but they eventually changed their minds. Now she was feared by everyone in her party and the rest of the political establishment in the United States. For someone who was only five foot one and had once looked like she could’ve participated in a beauty contest in her teens and early twenties, it was a good idea not to cross Von Bock. Now in her fifties and very far from the beauty she once was, her reputation as someone who did whatever it took to get into power was known all over the world. Her lust for power frightened some leaders, but no one would ever admit that in public. 

Faith Von Bock had failed twice to become President of the United States, in spite of overwhelmingly positive media coverage and with trying to destroy her opponents in both parties, both literally and figuratively. There were even rumors about people that had crossed her in one way or another usually ending up dead, but those rumors could never be proven. Her underhanded tactics to gain power worked in earlier campaigns when she became mayor of Los Angeles, followed by becoming one of the California senators, and then the governor of California. The current American president decided to get her out of the way by having Congress approve her to be the Ambassador to the United Nations, and the vote for her confirmation in the Senate was unanimous. Yet, even her own government continued to underestimate her, now to its own detriment.

Knowing full well that Von Bock helping anyone was usually for her own benefit, Volsky gulped and said, “Of course I’ll inform my government that you’re willing to help. What about yours, Zhang?”

“They’ll be happy to have you assist them, Ambassador Von Bock. Now, if you’ll excuse me, I have to inform my government that the time has come to take action. Good day.”

“I have to do the same, Ambassador Von Bock. If you’ll excuse me, I’ll inform my government they can begin the next phase.”

“I look forward to what happens next, Mr. Volsky.” Von Bock replied with a smile on her face, which unnerved the Russian ambassador, because there was just something evil in the way she smiled. So with trepidation, Volsky shook her hand and hurried to his office.

Once in his office, Volsky called Russian President Josef Popov. When the president answered, Volsky said, “Mr. President, we can proceed with our plans to cripple the United States,”

“Good. I will alert our military. What did those fools in the U.N. say when you said we would do it with or without them?”

“Some agreed we should, including the American ambassador. Others, especially the Secretary General, thought we should isolate the Americans economically before taking military action,”

“What about China? Do they still agree to assist?”

“Their ambassador is in total agreement, although he is speaking with his government as we speak, so I’ll know in a few minutes. When do you think the first nuke will go off?”

“Mr. President, our military has to activate the nuclear weapons platform that was put into orbit before the Soviet Union fell, which was something inspectors from the United States knew nothing about. After it’s activated, one of the missiles will be set off as an EM weapon, causing the pulse that’ll fry electronics that haven’t been hardened. The EMP might cause collateral damage within Canada and Mexico, but it can’t be helped. The remaining nine in orbit will go off over nine large cities, while our land based nuclear missiles will detonate over the remaining American cities. After the Americans are crippled, we’ll take their refineries, oil derricks off of the American coasts, and oil reserves for Russia. I assume China plans on invading Taiwan?”

“They’ve implied that for years, so I assume they would. We’ll have to work out the logistics with them if we invade the mainland of the United States so we can be rid of what’s left of the Republic of the United States of America,”

“I think we should leave the remnants of the Americans to our Muslim friends who have positioned themselves throughout America to bring down whatever’s left of the American’s infrastructure after we drop the nukes,” interrupted Popov.

“Okay, I think that’s a good idea. Of course, most of those friends of ours prefer living in cities instead of in rural areas, so they may not be able to help due to the fact that a great majority of our friends will be dead too from American cities being nuked,”

Even though Volsky couldn’t see Popov, the Russian leader shrugged, indifferent to what happened to their so-called allies. “It can’t be helped. Although, this might kill two birds with one stone if some of our so-called friends get it into their heads that they would prefer moving on to destroy what they consider infidels in our country,”

“They do tend to behave like locusts wherever they go, don’t they? I do hope our nukes eliminate some of the more rabid jihadists, but we won’t know until it happens. Anyway, how goes our plans with Iran to invade Israel?” Volsky was filled with excitement at the prospect of the world being dominated by his country after removing the two biggest thorns in Russia’s side.

“Our troops are ready. Iran is ready to launch their nukes at Tel Aviv. The Israeli’s will pay for removing the Palestinians to Syria and Jordan, followed by their claim that they’ll destroy the Dome of the Rock so they can rebuild their own temple. I think we’ll win easily, as we have more troops waiting on the border than Israel has in population,”

“That’s good to hear, sir. I have one more issue to discuss, if you have time,”

“Go ahead, I have time,”

“What do you want to do with men like Charles Morris? His group is power hungry and they seem to have infiltrated the halls of power at every level. I feel they’ll be a threat to us if we’re not careful to watch our backs,”

“Don’t worry, Alexei, we’ll take care of them when the time comes, just be patient,”

“Yes, sir,”

“Now, do you have anything else to discuss? I do have others I need to speak with before we launch the attack on the Americans,”

“No, I don’t believe so.”

“All right, I’ll speak with you later. Have a good afternoon, Alexei.” Popov hung up and Volsky returned to his work.

Meanwhile, Ambassador Zhang spoke to the Premier of China, Li Chen. “Sir, we’re ready to implement the Trojan horse program so we can finally eliminate the American threat,”

“That is excellent news, Zhang. I’ll have to speak with President Popov to coordinate with him on when his country launches their nuclear weapons so we can launch our computer program at the same time. If all goes as planned, we should be able to invade Taiwan with no busybody Americans in our way. We do live in interesting times and I look forward to what happens next for our country,”

“As do I, Premier. Before I hang up, do you have any orders for me?”

“No, not right now, Zhang. You’re doing a wonderful job and I want you to keep up the good work. I hope you have a good day and I’ll talk with you at a later date. Goodbye.” Both men hung up so they could conduct their respective duties.
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The Chinese were the first to act after they and Russia’s leaders consulted with each other. Their computer programmers activated the Trojan program that had been installed on American government and military computers. Most everyday Americans would have no idea they were now unprotected by what was left of the military. When the Trojan activated, all data on government hard drives and backups would be erased.

One of the first military bases to have the Trojan activated was at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs. NORAD, being based at Peterson, monitored North American airspace and always looked for incoming missiles or other airborne attacks from enemies of the United States. Without any previous warning, the digital display showing all active flights in North America blinked out, replaced by a laughing skull and crossbones image. The same thing happened on individual computer monitors across the base, including every computer networked with the Pentagon across the United States, including Canada. It was because the Canadians participated in the defense initiative, so their version of NORAD also went down.

General Seth Dunlap, the Commander-in-Chief of NORAD demanded, “What’s going on?”

The nearest second lieutenant to him answered, “We’re not sure, sir. It appears as if our computer’s been hacked by an unknown entity. Because of that, we don’t have the ability to track anything in our airspace and we don’t have access to any of our data, which looks like it has been erased. We can’t tell if we’re going to be attacked,”

“Has the backup systems in the mountain been hacked?”

“There’s no way to tell from here, sir,”

“All right, I want a team to go find out. As for who hacked our systems, find out who did it so we can respond in kind. Meanwhile, I’ll inform the President.”

Before General Dunlap could enter his office, the lights in the building flickered for a moment, but remained on thanks to most everything on the base being built to withstand EMP’s, but not a direct nuclear assault. I wonder what’s going on? Dunlap thought while sitting down at his desk having no idea that Russia set off an EMP almost directly overhead from their weapons platform in orbit. He picked up the phone that had a direct line to the President and was about to dial when he heard no dial tone coming from the headset. The General then thought he should try his government cell phone, so he took it out of the top drawer in his desk, and touched the screen. The phone had no wireless service, so he knew he had no way to contact his family from his personal phone or even connect to the internet on this phone so he could use official email to contact his superiors.

“Worthless piece of junk,” he growled, while not so gently putting the phone on his desk. Before he could decide on the next course of
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