
    
      Mapping the International Left on Venezuela: Campism vs. Critical Solidarity, 2018–2026
    

    
      The period between May 2018 and January 2026 constitutes one of the most volatile and ideologically formative eras for the international left since the collapse of the Soviet Union. The Venezuelan experience, under the administration of Nicolás Maduro, served as a global laboratory for competing theories of anti-imperialism, state sovereignty, and working-class independence. This report provides an exhaustive analysis of the ideological schism that divided the global left into three primary categories: Category A (Critical Solidarity / Working-Class Independence), Category B (Campism / Unconditional Defense), and Category C (Shifted Positions).
    

    
      Central to this investigation is the role of the Trotskyist internationals, which navigated the tension between defending a nation’s sovereignty and maintaining a revolutionary critique of its ruling bureaucracy. These debates culminated in the January 2026 military extraction of Maduro by United States forces, an event that forced a final ideological accounting for every major leftist tendency.
      1
    

    
      Theoretical Framework: The Campist Logic vs. Working-Class Independence
    

    
      The division within the international left is rooted in long-standing theoretical traditions regarding the relationship between the left and states in conflict with U.S. hegemony.
    

    
      The Persistence of Campism
    

    
      "Campism" refers to a geopolitical worldview that prioritizes the "anti-imperialist camp" (states resisting U.S. dictates) over the internal class struggle. Within this framework, domestic criticism of an anti-imperialist state—particularly during a "blockade"—is treated as "wrecking" or "objectively serving the enemy".
      1
       Organizations in Category B, such as 
      Monthly Review
      , 
      The Grayzone
      , and some sections of the 
      Revolutionary Communist International (RCI)
      , argued that U.S. "economic war" and sanctions were the paramount factors in explaining Venezuela's decline.
      5
    

    
      The Framework of Critical Solidarity and Class Independence
    

    
      Category A advocates for "Critical Solidarity," arguing that anti-imperialism cannot be separated from the struggle against internal bureaucratic capture. This tradition, exemplified by the 
      Fourth International (FI)
      , the 
      International Socialist Tendency (IST)
      , and the 
      International Socialist Alternative (ISA)
      , maintains that defending a nation’s sovereignty does not require a "blank check" for its ruling elites. They emphasize the principle of "working-class independence," supporting the right of the Venezuelan workers and groups like the 
      Popular Revolutionary Alternative (APR)
       to challenge Maduro’s "neoliberal adjustment" while simultaneously opposing U.S. intervention.
    

    
      The Trotskyist Schism: A Taxonomy of Internationals
    

    
      The Venezuelan crisis revealed deep strategic differences between the various Trotskyist currents.
    

    
      The Pro-Maduro / "Bolivarian" Wing: RCI (formerly IMT)
    

    
      The 
      Revolutionary Communist International (RCI)
      , led by Alan Woods, maintained for years that the Bolivarian Revolution, while plagued by bureaucracy, represented an authentic revolutionary process. They initially gave credence to Hugo Chávez’s claim to be a Trotskyist and, even as late as the 2024 elections, characterized a vote for Maduro as a "vote for hope" against a "pseudo-left in bed with imperialism". However, the IMT's own Venezuelan section, 
      Lucha de Clases
      , was among those who influenced the 
      Communist Party of Venezuela (PCV)
       to break with Maduro in 2020, citing the regime's turn toward "class conciliation".
    

    
      The "No Confidence in Maduro" Wing: LIT-CI, UIT-CI, and RCIT
    

    
      In contrast, a bloc of internationals including the 
      International Workers’ League (LIT-CI)
      , the 
      International Workers’ Union (UIT-CI)
      , and the 
      Revolutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT)
       maintained a position of "No confidence in Maduro".
      8
       They characterized the Maduro government as a "capitalist dictatorship" that utilized "fake socialism" to impose austerity and pulverize wages.
      8
       Their joint statement in December

    
      The "Democratic Defense" Wing: FI and IST
    

    
    
    
      
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
      

      
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
      

      
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
      

      
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
      

      
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
      

      
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
      

      
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
      

      
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
      

      
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
        	
          
        
      

    

    
      Chronological Analysis of Leftist Responses (2018–2026)
    

    
      The August 2020 PCV Rupture and the Formation of the APR
    

    
    
      	
        Supportive:
         
        UIT-CI
         and 
        LIT-CI
         immediately backed the move as a step toward "working-class political independence".
        13
      

      	
        Hostile/Skeptical:
         Pro-Maduro campists and the 
        RCI
         leadership initially viewed the split as "ill-considered," arguing the PCV overlooked "objective conditions" of imperialist aggression.
      

      	
        Democratic Advocacy:
         The 
        FI
         and 
        IST
         focused on the government's subsequent "judicial intervention" against the PCV, labeling it an "authoritarian model" designed to close all democratic space.
      

    

    
      The 2024 Election and the Collapse of Nuance
    

    
    
      	
        The 
        Argentine Partido Obrero (PO)
         (associated with the FIT) denounced the entire process as a "trap" signed by the Barbados Agreement—a pact between Maduro and imperialism made "behind the backs of the workers".
        7
      

      	
        The 
        ISA
         and 
        ISL
         sections in Brazil (PSOL) and Argentina (MST) took to the streets to demand the release of political prisoners, accusing Maduro of "usurping the revolutionary banners" to impose an "atrocious capitalism".
      

    

    
      The 2025 Military Escalation: "Operation Southern Spear"
    

    
    
      	
        The 
        RCIT
        , 
        LIT-CI
        , and 
        UIT-CI
         issued a joint statement demanding "Arms for the workers!" to defend against the invasion, while maintaining "No confidence in Maduro".
        8
      

      	
        The 
        IST
         (SWP UK) characterized the escalation as "Trump's gangster invasion" and called for the British government to condemn the "illegal assault aimed at plundering resources".
      

    

    
      The January 3, 2026 Extraction and the End of an Era
    

    
    
      	
        Immediate Condemnation:
         Every Trotskyist International, regardless of their view of Maduro, condemned the abduction as a "flagrant violation of sovereignty" and "state terrorism".
        15
      

      	
        The Fourth International (FI)
         stated that imperialist intervention "is not a solution... it can only lead to death, repression, and injustice," and demanded Maduro's release so that the "Venezuelan people can judge him".
        15
      

      	
        The ISL
         noted that despite "irreconcilable differences" with the regime, it was the working class that must recover its rights and "decide the destiny of their country themselves".
        16
      

    

    
      Historical Parallels: The "Primary Contradiction" Argument
    

    
    
      	
        "Criticism aids the enemy"
        : Just as Stalinists claimed criticism aided Hitler, Category B outlets claimed PCV's criticism aided the "imperialist blockade".
        1
      

      	
        "Splitters/Wreckers"
        : PCV leaders were branded "agents of imperialism" and "divisionists" by Maduro and Jorge Rodríguez, language historically used to justify the suppression of the POUM in Spain.
        1
      

      	
        "The Main Enemy is at Home"
        : While this Liebknechtian principle was used by the 
        IST
         to focus on opposing Trump, it was inverted by campists to argue that the left must 
        only
         oppose Trump and remain silent on Maduro's "neoliberal adjustment".
      

    

    
      Conclusions: The Crisis of Solidarity
    

    
    
      	
        The Failure of Omission:
         Research shows that organizations like 
        Monthly Review
         enabled repression by refusing to report on the judicial theft of the PCV.
        1
      

      	
        Working-Class Autonomy:
         Internationals like the 
        UIT-CI
         and 
        LIT-CI
         provided a model by supporting the 
        APR
         as a revolutionary alternative to both the PSUV bureaucracy and the pro-imperialist right.
      

      	
        Future of the Left:
         The January 2026 extraction marks the end of the "Bolivarian Cycle" in its state-led form. The future of the movement now lies with the grassroots organizations that Category A supported—those who maintained that sovereignty belongs to the people, not the state bureaucracy.
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