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A long time ago, 




there lived a man named Al Pha. 
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Al lived back when all sorts of things were 




being invented. Like fire. The wheel. Shadows. 




Al wanted to invent something too. 
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One day shortly after the twenty-six letters 




had been invented, the king announced that they 




needed to be put into some kind of order. They 




were thrown together without any rhyme or reason. 
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I will do it, 

Al said to himself excitedly. 




He didn’t tell anyone that he was going to 




try. Instead, he made a private bet with himself. 




t 




“Once the letters are organized, writing will 




really take off! Books! Poetry! Love letters! 




Stop signs! Whoever comes up with the most 




beautiful arrangement for these twenty-six 




letters will be remembered for all of time,” 




promised the king. 








[image: background image]



The very next day, Al went to the king’s 




palace to pick up a bag of letters. He took 




them home and got right to work. 
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