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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to every level and type of student. I've taught every age from kindergarten kids to adults. These days, I'm teaching in Vancouver, Canada

I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea I successfully completed the CELTA and DELTA teacher certification programs. With the combination of almost ten years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer advice to English learners. 

Please send me an email with any questions or feedback.

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/eslspeaking

ESL Speaking: www.eslspeaking.org

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

You might also be interested in these books (by Jackie Bolen): 


−  1001 English Expressions and Phrases

−  The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use

−  English Grammar Workbook for Beginners


Please join my email list. You'll get a helpful email, related to learning English delivered to your inbox every week: www.eslspeaking.org/learn-english.
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​Introduction
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Welcome to this book designed to help you expand your knowledge of American English. My goal is to help you speak and write more fluently. 

Let's face it, English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find 102 American English dialogues that are ideal for beginners. 

The best way to learn new vocabulary is in context.

To get the most bang for your buck, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Try to use some of the phrases and expressions in real life. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English!

−  Consider studying with a friend so you can help each other stay motivated. 

−  Use a notebook and write down new words, idioms, expressions, etc. that you run across. Review frequently so that they stay fresh in your mind. 

−  Be sure to answer the questions at the end of each dialogue. I recommend trying to do this from memory. No peeking!

−  I recommend doing one dialogue a day. This will be more beneficial than finishing the entire book in a week or two. 
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​The Four-Step Reading Process
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Here's what I recommend doing for each of the dialogues in order to get the most benefit from them. 

#1: Read the Introduction

Be sure to read the introduction at the start of each dialogue. This helps to set the context and will make what you're reading more memorable. Think about if you've experienced a similar situation before. 

#2: Read the Conversation Quickly

Read the whole conversation through quickly, without stopping to look up words or phrases. If you don't know something, make your best guess as to what it is. Think about the overall meaning and what's happening.

#3: Read for Detail

Go back and read the conversation one more time. Look up words that you don't know and write them down in a notebook. If you don't understand everything, read the dialogue again. 

#4: Read the Questions and Answer Them 

There are three questions at the end of each dialogue. Read them carefully and see if you can answer them from memory. If you can't, go back and find the answer in the dialogue. Check your answers.  
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​#1: Taking the Bus 
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Ted and Chris are trying to figure out how to get to the airport from downtown. 

Ted: How are we going to get to the airport tomorrow? 

Chris: Isn't there a bus that goes there? 

Ted: Probably. Do you know which one? 

Chris: I think number seven is the airport bus but let's check online and see. 

Ted: Sure, I have my computer right here. 

Chris: Perfect.

Ted: Okay. It is the number seven. It leaves every twenty minutes and the stop is just a few minutes away from here. Let's try to get the 1:20? That leaves us plenty of time. 

Chris: Sounds like a plan.
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Check Your Understanding 

	Where are they going?

	How often does the airport bus run? 

	Where is the bus stop? 


Answers

	They are going to the airport.

	The bus runs every twenty minutes. 

	The bus stop is only a few minutes away. 
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​#2: Getting Information from the Bus Driver
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Johnny wants to find out some information from the bus driver. 

Johnny: Does this bus go downtown? 

Bus Driver: No, you'll need to take the number six instead. 

Johnny: Oh, okay. Can I catch it at this bus stop? 

Bus Driver: You'll want to cross the street and take the bus in the other direction. 

Johnny: Okay. Great. Thank you. Oh, do you know how often it runs?

Bus Driver: I don't know exactly but there are a lot of them. During rush hour, maybe every 10 minutes. 

Check Your Understanding 

	Where does Johnny want to go?

	Which bus goes downtown? 

	How often does the bus run at 2:00 in the afternoon? 


Answers

	He wants to go downtown.

	The #6 bus goes downtown. 

	Not enough information. We only know about rush hour. 
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​#3: Running Late 
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Zeke wants to let Sid know that he is running late. 

Zeke: Sid. Hi. So sorry but I'm going to be late for dinner. 

Sid: Oh, okay. What time do you think you'll get here? 

Zeke: By 7:00 at the latest, I think. There was an accident ahead of me on the highway. 

Sid: Oh no! Is it cleared? 

Zeke: It will be soon I think. It looks like the police are finishing up now and traffic is moving slowly. 

Sid: Sure. See you when you get here. No rush. I'll just have a glass of wine and wait. 

Zeke: Thanks for understanding. I appreciate it. 
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Check Your Understanding 

	What time was their dinner plan?

	Who is going to be late? 

	What will Sid do while he waits? 


Answers

	Their dinner meeting time was before 7:00.

	Zeke is going to be late. 

	He's going to have a glass of wine. 
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​#4: Bob is Very Late 
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Tammy is annoyed at Bob for being late again. 

Tammy: Bob! Where are you? I'm already here. We were supposed to meet at 7:00. 

Bob: I'm so sorry. I lost track of time. 

Tammy: Have you even left your house yet? 

Bob: No. But I can leave in a minute. I'm ready to go now. 

Tammy: Don't bother Bob. By the time you get here, you'll be over an hour late. 

Bob: Why don't we reschedule? 

Tammy: No, thank you. This is the third time this has happened. 

Check Your Understanding 

	What time were they supposed to meet?

	How late is Bob going to be? 

	Did they make another plan? 


Answers

	They were supposed to meet at 7:00.

	He'll be more than one hour late. 

	No, Tammy doesn't want to make another plan because this is the third time Bob is late. 
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​#5: The Ice Cream Shop
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Mandy and Todd are deciding what kind of ice cream to get. 

Mandy: There are so many choices here! 

Todd: I know, that's why I like to come here. What are you thinking about? 

Mandy: I know it's boring but I usually just get the same thing every time. I go for one scoop of cookies & cream and one scoop rainbow sherbet. 

Todd: Those are classics for sure! Can't go wrong with them. 

Mandy: What do you like? 

Todd: I like to mix it up and get something different every time. I think I'll go for the salted caramel.

Check your Understanding

	Who usually gets the same thing every time?

	What is Todd going to get? 

	Why does Todd go to that ice cream shop? 


Answers 

	Mandy usually get the same thing each time.

	He's going to get salted caramel. 

	He goes there because there are so many choices. 
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