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  About the Book


  QUARTER-FINALS


  Four schools are competing for the North Quarter Shield and a place in the semi-finals of the County Cup  the trophy every player wants to win!


  Who will be Champions of the North?


  Foxgrove High School


  The favourites, known as the ‘Foxes’, are on the scent of the Shield again …


  Glendale Community School


  An attacking team with a Giant striker  but with a mean streak in midfield …


  Market Bagley Community School


  Playing a sweeper system, the Baggies are in for some Ding-Dong battles …


  Teffield Community School


  Groups outsiders perhaps, but playing at full volume …


  Join the Cup trail and enjoy all the drama  on and off the pitch  in this action-packed series from Rob Childs, author of the bestselling SOCCER MAD books.
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  INTRODUCTION


  LONG AGO, THE historic county of Medland was made up of four separate regions. These divisions can now only be found on ancient maps, but people living in the old North, South, East and West Quarters still remain loyal to their own area.


  One way that the traditional rivalry between the Quarters is kept up is by means of the County Cup.


  Every year, schools from all over the county take part in this great soccer tournament and the standard of football is always high. Matches are played on a local group basis at first to decide the Quarter Champions, who will then clash in the knockout stages of the competition later in the season.


  The winners receive the much-prized silver trophy and earn the right to call themselves the County Champions  the top team in Medland.


  SCHOOLS


  THESE ARE THE sixteen schools that have qualified to play in the County Cup this season  try and see where they are on the map …
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  MEET THE TEAMS


  A BRIGHT, BREEZY Saturday morning in early October sees the start of the County Cup competition in the North Quarter of Medland. Four teams in the under-12 age-group will be battling it out between now and Christmas in the hope of becoming Quarter Champions.


  The opening fixtures in the round-robin group are:


  Foxgrove High School v


  Teffield Comprehensive School


  Glendale Community School v


  Market Bagley Community School


  Meet the teams on the next few pages and perhaps even choose one that you might like to support in their games. Then follow their fortunes in this book to see what happens in the exciting quest for the County Cup.


  Who will be Champions of the North?


  Read on and find out …


  

    FOXGROVE HIGH SCHOOL


    MEDIUM-SIZED SECONDARY SCHOOL in the village of Foxgrove in the North Quarter, with pupils in year groups 7, 8 and 9 only, aged between 11 and 14.


    
      Headteacher: Mr John Wright


      Teacher in charge of year 7 soccer: Mr Ray Norton


      School colours: gold shirts, black shorts, gold socks


      Year 7 soccer captain: Graeme Walker


      Usual team formation: 433

    


    Year 7 soccer squad:
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    plus:


    Mark Peters, Zahir Aziz (Zed), Gary Aimsley, Barry Donaldson (Baz), Rajesh Parmar, Ian Swann, Craig Allen

  


  
 

    CAPTAIN’S



    Notes …
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    GLENDALE COMMUNITY SCHOOL

  

    LARGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL in market town of Glendale in the North Quarter.


    
      Headteacher: Mrs Margaret Burrows


      Head of P.E. Dept: Mr Brian Fisher


      School colours: royal blue shirts, shorts and socks


      Year 7 soccer captain: Paul Stevens


      Usual team formation: 424

    


    Year 7 soccer squad:
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    plus:


    Scott Harris, Carl Simpson, Jeff Smith, David Nash, Richard Curtis, Gary Thomas

  


  
 

    CAPTAIN’S

   

    Notes …
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    MARKET BAGLEY COMMUNITY SCHOOL

 

    LARGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL in the market town of the same name in the far north of the county.


    
      Headteacher: Mr Stephen Gray


      P.E. teacher: Mr Roger Knight


      School colours: All-white with red trim and red socks


      Year 7 soccer captain: Duncan Bell


      Usual team formation: sweeper system

    


    Year 7 soccer squad:
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    plus:


    Michael Richards, Ryan Cook, Robert Ireland, Lee Tomlinson, Thomas Fletcher, Chris Lowe

  


  


    CAPTAIN’S

  

    Notes …
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    TEFFIELD COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL

  

    SMALL COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL in the town of Teffield near Lake Medd in the North Quarter.


    
      Headteacher: Miss Jane Robertson


      P.E. teacher: Mr Jeff Pearson


      School colours: green-and-white striped shirts, green shorts & socks


      Year 7 soccer captain: Jack Whitehead


      Usual team formation: 442

    


    Year 7 soccer squad:
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    plus:


    Neil Simms, Mark Chivers, James Docherty (Mac), Denis Ingham

  


  
  

    CAPTAIN’S

  

    Notes …
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    … let’s join the match at a key moment midway through the second half  it looks like the Foxes leading scorer is just about to shoot …


    ‘GGOOAALL!’


    Mike Jesson let out his usual whoop of delight. It was a war cry that had often echoed around the school playing fields since the start of term. The goal was his second of the game and his tenth of the season already.


    His teammates ran up to perform their new goal celebration dance. They grouped themselves behind the scorer, bending low as if sniffing the ground, and zigzagged after him towards the halfway line. The teacher didn’t approve of such a spectacle, but Graeme Walker, the Foxes captain, claimed that it only reflected the team’s nickname.


    ‘The scorer’s the fox and the rest are the chasing pack of hounds,’ he’d explained to Mr Norton the previous week after its first public display. ‘He’s dodging about trying to put them off the scent so he can get away.’


    Mike was making no great effort to escape the pack’s attentions. He was soon caught and dragged down beneath a pile of writhing bodies.


    ‘Great stuff!’ Graeme screamed into his pal’s ear. ‘30  that’s clinched it for sure.’


    Mike grinned up at him. ‘Yeah, Teffield are dead meat now.’


    There was still a little life left in the corpse, however. The boys of Teffield Comprehensive were not ready to lie down and die with their legs in the air  not unless it was some daft routine of their own that they’d been practising. The visitors were just as keen as the Foxes to enjoy a good run in the County Cup competition. And so were their parents on the touchline.


    ‘C’mon, Teffield, get stuck in,’ shouted one of them. ‘You gave ’em that goal. Where was the marking?’


    ‘That bloke’s not a very happy bunny!’ Graeme laughed as he waited for the game to restart. ‘He’s been moaning away like that all match.’


    His midfield partner, Lynx, pulled a face. ‘He always does.’


    ‘You know him?’


    Lynx nodded. ‘Liam, their number three, plays for my Sunday team and that’s his dad. We call him the Medd!’


    The captain looked puzzled. ‘Why the Medd?’


    ‘’Cos he’s got a mouth as big as the lake!’


    The Teffield players didn’t need any kiss of life from the Medd’s gaping mouth to spark their revival. It was their own bruised pride and their captain Jack Whitehead that drove them forward on to the attack again in search of a goal that might bring them back into the game.


    Jack clipped the bar with a superb effort from outside the penalty area and they laid siege to the home side’s goal for the next five minutes. They forced three successive corners, all taken by the captain himself, and the Foxes keeper had to be at his most alert to keep them at bay.


    ‘Saved, Matt!’ cried Graeme as the keeper pushed a close-range shot round the post for yet another corner. ‘Good job you got down to that one. Would have gone in.’


    ‘No sweat,’ Matt replied. ‘They won’t get past me today.’


    Famous last words. The ball sailed over to the far post this time and was met by a soaring leap from the Teffield number nine, Andy Turner. Matt was left flat-footed by the power and placement of the header. The ball rocketed into the opposite corner of the goal and only ended up in his arms as it bounced back out of the net.
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    There were no over-the-top celebrations from the modest scorer. Andy simply collected the ball from the astonished goalkeeper and ran back to the halfway line to place it on the centre spot. He didn’t want to give Foxgrove any excuse to delay the kick-off.


    ‘About time too!’ yelled the Medd. ‘C’mon, let’s have another goal.’


    His wish was soon granted, but not quite in the way intended. It was the Foxes’ turn to win a corner and Lynx curled it tantalizingly into the goalmouth. In the untidy scramble that resulted, one shot hit a post, another was blocked on the line and then Liam sliced the ball into his own net.


    Liam sank to his knees in despair and it took a few seconds for the Medd to realize what had happened. When he did, he let rip a terrible torrent of abuse, mostly directed at his embarrassed son.


    ‘Poor kid,’ grunted Graeme as Liam’s teammates helped the unlucky defender back to his feet. ‘Fancy having a dad like that.’


    The Teffield teacher intervened and led the man away towards the car park to try and calm him down. Neither of them saw any more of the match, which continued in a strange, hushed atmosphere after the outburst. Mr Norton was relieved to blow the final whistle.


    ‘Well done, lads, a fine win, but that’s only the start,’ he told his players as they briefly gathered round the referee before going in to change. ‘There’s a long way to go yet in this competition so don’t go getting carried away.’


    That’s exactly what Mike Jesson did. He completely failed to heed the teacher’s warning and jumped up on Graeme’s back as they set off for the school building.


    ‘We’re gonna win the Cup! We’re gonna win the Cup!’ he chanted tunelessly as Graeme protested beneath his weight.


    ‘Get off, will yer, you great lump. You heard what Norton said. We’ve still got another two group games to play.’


    ‘No trouble. We’re easily the best team in the north,’ Mike boasted, dismounting.


    ‘What about Glendale?’


    ‘Nah  rubbish! We beat them 42 last month and I got a hat-trick!’


    ‘Thought you might mention that,’ laughed the captain. ‘But that was only a friendly. They’ll be out for revenge when we meet them in the Cup.’


    ‘Can’t wait. I’ll grab another hat-trick then as well.’
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    … meanwhile, due to a later kick-off, there are still ten minutes left to play in the other opening game. By the time the Foxes are singing in the showers, Glendale are staring defeat in the face  21 down at home to the Baggies …


    ‘PLAYED, DING-DONG,’ CALLED out the Baggies keeper, Colin Deacon, as his captain intercepted the ball and passed it out to one of their wing-backs.


    Duncan ‘Ding-Dong’ Bell was having an inspired game as sweeper. Time and again, he had frustrated Glendale’s strikers by stepping in to clear the danger when it appeared they’d found a path through to goal. He was covering the main markers superbly, as if he’d been playing the sweeper role all his footballing life instead
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Hi! My name’s Duncan Bell. Or it was fill [ started
at the Comp and O.K. (that’s Oliver, our centre—
back) thought the captain ought fo have a
hickname, too, like him and ‘Charlie’ Chaplin. Now
hearly everybody calls me Ding—Dong.

Names can be a bit weird, | guess. We have to
call our P.E. teacher Sir, but it suits him as he’s a
knight. (We’ve algo got a Day in our squad,
sometimes known as Half-Day since he fell asleep
one afternoon in maths!) OK. reckons Sir only
picks Luke and Dan up front together in attack
50 he can write Wilde West on the teamsheet!

Even the team has a nickname — the Baggies.
We quite fancy our chances this term in the
County Cup, but we know we’re up against some
tough opposition. We’ve made a decent start fo
the season, winhing two of our firgt three league
games, with me playing ds sweeper in Sir’s
favourite defensive system. Seems fo be working
well 5o far, as it gives Charlie and Half-Day more
freedom to move forward and Join in attacks like
wing—backs.

Wish ug luck — we’ll probably heed it!
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This is going fo be our year. Our name’s on the
County Cup dlready - or af least that’s what Matt
says. He's the Foxes super—confident keeper and
hates letting any goals in. He gets dead mad when it
happens and blames everybody but himself. Typicall

Most of us went to Foxgrove Primary and so we've
been playing fogether for years. Shows in our tean—
work. That must make us favourites to retain the
Quarter Shield the High School won last seagon - and
theh who's going to stop ug after that? Answer -
nobody!

Mike will sure take some stopping. He's a real
geal—-grabber and was leading scorer in the primary
league. | like to get my hame on the scoresheet, foo,
and Matt reckons I've got the hardest shot he’s
ever faced.

Lynx makes a lot of our godls with his deadly
accurate left—foot pagses and corners, and watch
aut for the pace of Clayton on the right wing. He's
lightning fast. Nobody else has a chance in the sprint
rces oh Sports Day. No doubt about it. Matt’s right
- Foxes for the Cup!
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Saturday 4 October
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