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				To Pyper and Beckett,

				For giving me my toughest, funniest, most rewarding, and truly favorite challenge yet …

				Motherhood

				

				Candice Olson is one of North America’s leading designers and most recognized media personalities. As designer and host of Divine Design with Candice Olson and Candice Tells All, she is a favorite with viewers on W Network in Canada and HGTV in the U.S. Each week she brings a wealth of design experience and an attitude that is smart, witty, and truly unique into over 115 million North American households.

				After earning her degree from the School of Interior Design at Ryerson University in Toronto, Candice launched an exciting commercial and residential design business. Considered “the one to watch” by The New York Times, Candice continued to receive accolades and media attention for her distinctive and exceptional work.
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				Candice’s foray into television began when a local TV station profiled one of her award-winning design projects. Her unique approach to residential design and engaging personality led to a weekly stint as a design contributor to the show. Viewer demand for “more Candice!” led to the creation of the hit series Divine Design with Candice Olson. Candice and the show quickly won a huge and loyal audience and went on to achieve a milestone of over 200 episodes after eight seasons. Divine Design with Candice Olson continues to receive rave reviews and recognition around the world, including the more than 160 countries where the series has aired.

				In 2005, Candice launched “The Candice Olson Collection,” her own successful brand of licensed product lines, including upholstered furniture, fabrics, wallpaper, lighting, carpeting, case goods, and bedding. Candice’s signature style is one she describes as “a fusion of traditional form, scale, and proportions with the clean, crisp, simple beauty of modern design.” For more information, visit www.candiceolson.com.

				The continued demand for “more Candice!” brought her to wider audiences through guest appearances on television shows such as The Today Show, Live! with Regis and Kelly, The View, and The Oprah Winfrey Show. Candice writes a bi-weekly newspaper column syndicated in over 400 newspapers across North America and is a frequent contributor to design magazines both in Canada and the U.S. For two seasons, Candice has been featured as a Celebrity Judge for the prime time hit reality show HGTV Design Star.

				Candice spends her free time with her family, skiing in the winter and relaxing at the beach in summer. A native of Calgary, Alberta, she lives in Toronto with her husband and two children.
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				A Knockout Living-Dining Room

				Some fancy footwork breaks up this long, narrow tunnel of a space into two stylish, elegant, and cozy zones.

				West Coast Vibe

				Soaring ceilings and cramped fl oor space call for some creative solutions in a new live-work loft.

				Inspired by Nature

				A tiny loft feels as big as all outdoors, thanks to some inventive small-space solutions.

				Reno(vation) 911

				Gutting two small rooms produced one awkward—and still-small—space. Time to call in the Space-Expanding Superhero!


              	2 Recipes for Compromise
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				Something for Everyone

				Balancing masculine textures with feminine touches makes the whole family a winner in this basement makeover.

				Comfortable Compromise

				She likes hip, urban, and contemporary; he loves his yard-sale beanbag chair. Design counselor to the rescue!

				Polar Opposites

				A little something for him and a little something for her add up to one gorgeous living-dining area that pleases them both.

				Urban Country

				A country-style living-dining room gets a big-city makeover.

				A Multifunctional Space for Two

				A small loft needs a major style makeover to go from bachelor pad to matrimonial home.

				Venus and Mars

				One fabulous, fashionable family room reconciles contrasting interests and tastes.

				From Frat-Guy Frumpy to Female-Friendly

				A perfect marriage of his-and-her styles creates a comfortable living room for two (plus the dog).


				3 All in the Family
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				A Room for Yiayia

				Smart design solutions turn a small, low-ceilinged basement into a cozy, elegant suite for a beloved grandmother.

				Artist’s Aerie

				An empty-nester reclaims a second-story bedroom for the ideal painter’s studio.

				Under the Eaves

				A multipurpose attic family room gets a complete makeover and adds “guestroom” to its résumé.


				4 Inspired by Themes
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				French Country with a Twist

				French café style meets sleek modern chic in a walkout basement that serves as an all-season space for entertaining.

				Spicy and Spectacular

				Hot color and a cool mini-kitchen take a basement from cold and bland to fiesta-ready!

				Beach Party

				The colors of sand, sea, and sky turn a dark, windowless basement into a bright and beachy multifunctional space.

				Luscious Luxury

				A chocolatier’s yummy treats inspire this scrumptious transformation of an awkward, drab basement into an elegant, comfortable space for entertaining international guests.

				Writer’s Retreat

				Romantic fabrics and beautiful finishes rule when it comes to decorating a romance writer’s elegant home office suite.


              	5 Special Spaces
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				Open Concept

				A renovated factory needs a major style makeover to suit its hip, urban new owners.

				Space to Create

				A huge walk-in closet becomes a masterpiece of an art studio.

				Secret Retreat

				Underused and hidden away, a coach house gets a fabulous facelift to welcome outdoor barbecues and all-season parties.

				One Room, Two Looks

				A quick change of slipcovers and accessories, and this multipurpose basement goes from summer to winter just like that!

				Safe Haven

				With the help of many compassionate and caring people, a shelter for refugees gets a fresh facelift that says “Welcome home.”


			

		

	
		
			
				Want to know where Candice shops?

				As her fans around the world know, Candice Olson sources out the most amazing products from her favorite suppliers across North America, and now you can gain access too!  

				Visit www.candiceolsonco.com to find detailed information about the materials and products from all of her spectacular rooms in this book.  

				Happy shopping!
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				Introduction

				In my 25 years in the interior design business, I can honestly say that I have seen it all and been faced with more than my share of challenges. The reasons for what makes a room or project challenging are vast and varied.

				The most common reason is the space itself. A room might be too large or too small for either its original purpose or its intended new use. Bigger isn’t always better in the world of design, and gargantuan spaces often feel more cavernous than spacious. I’ve been in rooms that felt as big as a football field and echoed when I talked!

				On the other hand, it’s tough to bring beauty and function to cramped quarters with low ceilings, especially when I feel like I’m taking up a disproportionate amount of the real estate. I’m a 6-footer with size 11 feet—how do I deal with a space I can barely stand up in?

				Aside from size, the physical conditions—or afflictions—of a space might be the challenging factor. Moldy walls, rotting rafters, and remnants of critters stuck behind lathe and plaster walls (eeek!) might be just a few “features” of a newly purchased “quaint and charming historical home with character.” These “dump to divine” transformations push the sporting adage “no pain, no gain” to its outer limits!

				Truth be told, however, rooms are rooms, and no matter what the size, shape, or condition, any problem they have can be solved with equal parts brainpower, willpower, manpower/womanpower. The real challenge is often not the room itself but the people inhabiting it.

				It’s one thing to understand and identify one’s own personal wants, needs, and sense of style, but having your significant other actually agree with you wholeheartedly is a rarity. Opposites may attract, but on the home front, opposing opinions can mean full-blown foot-stomping, breath-holding, the-silent-treatment-for-two-weeks war! I’ve played marriage counselor as often as I have interior designer, leaving me to wonder if vows shouldn’t read, “For better or worse, but heaven forbid, not that ratty old black leather recliner with the cup holders”!
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				The changing makeup of who lives in a home also brings its challenges. Aside from their affinity for soft foods and frequent naps, a two-year-old and a ninety-two-year-old might not have many similar needs or desires, but these days they may well share a home, along with a couple of generations in between. Multipurpose/multitasking spaces serving multiple generations pose—well, you guessed it—multiple challenges. But this is where good design can really make a difference. A space that meets the needs of one and all makes sharing a home easier on everyone.

				Finally, there are those “special” projects and “special” clients who leave me scratching my head, if not shaking it in disbelief and bewilderment.

				My inner voice might be saying:

				“I have how long to do this project?”

				“You want me to do all that for how much?”

				“You really want me to design your living room around your animal skull/beer bottle collection/table saw/boxing ring/life-sized portrait of Captain Kirk,” or other uniquely wonderful thing that makes a house someone’s personal home?

				My outer voice answers:

				“No problem, I love a good challenge!”
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				Architectural Challenges
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				A Knockout Living-Dining Room

				Challenge

				The first room you see when you come into Kim and Rey’s home is the long, narrow, living-dining area, which the previous owner painted bright yellow and turquoise. Rey, a former professional boxer, likes to use the unfurnished space to teach their two boys to box, but Kim, a painter and children’s television director, says it’s time to move the boxing lessons to the basement. They’d both like the space to be a warm, welcoming center for family life as well as a suitable place to welcome clients of Rey’s boxing equipment business. But the space is more like a bowling alley than a boxing ring, and they don’t know where to start.
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				BEFORE: The brightly painted living-dining room in Kim and Rey’s small suburban bungalow was mostly a kid zone that Kim and Rey couldn’t figure out how to furnish or decorate.
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				AFTER: I gave the bum’s rush to those yellow and turquoise walls with knockout neutral beige and some creamy white trim. A new fireplace on one side and new floor-to-ceiling bookcases on the other break up the long, narrow space, giving the eye places to rest.
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				Solution

				•	To counteract the tunnel effect, the first thing this space needs is a focal point. A gas-insert fireplace flanked by bookcases not only defines a cozy living area but also pulls your eye over to one side instead of letting it race down this long chute of a room.

				•	Because budget was a consideration, I used ready-to-assemble bookcases instead of custom. But to give them a custom look, I installed beadboard behind the shelves and unified the whole wall of cabinetry and the fireplace with a slab of dark-stained wood that also serves as a mantel. To add some interest and depth, I painted the beadboard a soft, watery blue.

				•	For some architectural interest, I also installed framed beadboard panels on the wall above the mantel and bookcases. The beadboard adds subtle texture that calls even more attention to this wall, downplaying the room’s narrow dimensions.

				•	On the opposite wall, a floor-to-ceiling bookcase balances the fireplace and provides storage and display space. Like the bookcases flanking the fireplace, it’s a ready-to-assemble unit, and I customized it with crown molding on top and beadboard paneling inside.

				•	To visually widen the end wall, I treated the five bay windows as a single unit. One long set of woven wood blinds, installed outside the bay, pulls down for privacy and light control. Dummy drapery panels frame the bay with tall columns of color that create the illusion of a higher ceiling.

				•	I anchored the dining area with an armless bench pushed up against the wall and a new, 6-foot-long pedestal table (see it here). A pedestal table makes it easy to scoot onto the bench, and it’s also easier to squeeze in a few more people around the table when you have a crowd.
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				Nothing says focal point quite like a fireplace! I framed the gas insert with a surround of fireproof cement board painted flat black to blend with the insert’s frame, then installed a beautiful mosaic of randomly sized round glass tiles. Beadboard panels set into picture-frame molding add dimension to the walls above.
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				Crown molding customizes a store-bought bookcase. A floating display shelf and a unique wall-hung organizational system add function and style to the adjacent wall.

				Style Elements

				•	Kim and Rey had bought a striped ottoman in an attempt to start decorating the space, so I used it for my jumping-off point. I pulled the putty-beige color for the walls from the stripe and chose a crisp white for the trim and the ready-to-assemble bookcases.

				•	With all the light neutrals helping expand and enlarge the sense of space, I decided on a dark, pre-finished wood-plank floor to ground the room.

				•	For furniture, I chose armless and open-arm seating to help keep the look and feeling open. A tailored, tufted love seat fits right in front of the bay window, and a lounge chair with sleek, modern lines rounds out the living room seating. Petite but comfy dining chairs can be moved over to the living room if there’s a crowd.

				•	For fabrics, I chose a beautiful floral that looks like a watercolor painting for the lounge chair and a solid, neutral tweed for the love seat
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