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Introduction
In seventh-century Damascus, a jurist known equally for his learning and his austerity set himself a task: to gather, from the entire ocean of the Prophet's words ﷺ, the small number of sayings on which the whole religion turns. He chose forty-two. Each one, he judged, was a foundation — a sentence the scholars had called a pivot of Islam, or a half of it, or a third of it.
Imam an-Nawawī drew them largely from the two most rigorously authenticated collections, Bukhārī and Muslim, and arranged them so that a person who knew nothing else would still hold the essentials: intention, sincerity, lawful earning, restraint of the tongue, mercy, the rights of a Muslim upon a Muslim, the reality of trust in Allah. In his own introduction — included complete in this edition — he explains why such a collection matters and what he hopes for the one who carries it.
Few books in Islamic history have been memorized, taught, and commented upon more widely. Children learn it as their first text; scholars return to it their whole lives. This edition pairs the complete text with its narration and bilingual Living Manuscript in the JoyfulMuslims app — the last page shows the way.







A Six-Week Companion
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«Indeed, actions are judged by intentions, and every person will have what they intended.»— The Messenger of Allah ﷺ — the first hadith of this collection

Introduction
◆
In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all worlds, the Sustainer of the heavens and the earth. He is the Planner of all creation. He has sent the messengers—may peace and blessings be upon them—to guide those who are accountable and to clarify the laws of the religion with definitive evidence and clear proofs. I praise Him for all His blessings and ask Him for more of His grace and generosity. I bear witness that there is no deity except Allah, the One, the Subduer, the Generous, the Forgiving. I bear witness that our master Muhammad is His servant and messenger, His beloved and close friend, the best of creation, honored with the glorious Qur'an, a miracle that endures through the ages, and with the enlightening traditions for those seeking guidance, specifically chosen for his comprehensive speech and the ease of his religion. May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him, all the prophets, messengers, their families, and all the righteous. To proceed: It has been narrated to us from Ali ibn Abi Talib, Abdullah ibn Mas'ud, Mu'adh ibn Jabal, Abu Darda, Ibn Umar, Ibn Abbas, Anas ibn Malik, Abu Huraira, and Abu Sa'id al-Khudri—may Allah be pleased with them—through numerous chains and various narrations that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: "Whoever preserves forty hadiths for my Ummah regarding their religion, Allah will resurrect him on the Day of Resurrection among the scholars and jurists." In another narration, it states: "Allah will resurrect him as a jurist and scholar." In Abu Darda's narration: "I will be an intercessor and a witness for him on the Day of Resurrection." In Ibn Mas'ud's narration, it was said to him: "Enter from whichever gate of Paradise you wish." In Ibn Umar's narration: "He is recorded among the scholars and gathered with the martyrs." Scholars have agreed that this hadith is weak, despite its numerous chains. Many scholars have compiled countless works on this subject. The first I learned of who compiled in this area was Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak, followed by Muhammad ibn Aslam al-Tusi, the righteous scholar, then Hasan ibn Sufyan al-Nasai, Abu Bakr al-Ajuri, Abu Bakr ibn Ibrahim al-Isfahani, al-Daraqutni, al-Hakim, Abu Nu'aym, Abu Abdur-Rahman al-Sulami, Abu Sa'id al-Malini, Abu Othman al-Sabuni, Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Ansari, and Abu Bakr al-Bayhaqi, along with countless others from both early and later scholars. I sought Allah's guidance in compiling forty hadiths, following in the footsteps of these eminent imams and guardians of Islam. Scholars have agreed on the permissibility of acting upon weak hadiths in matters of virtuous deeds. However, my reliance is not solely on this hadith, but rather on the saying of the Prophet, peace be upon him, in authentic hadiths: "Let the one present convey to the absent." And his saying: "May Allah brighten the face of a person who hears my words, retains them, and conveys them as he heard them."

Some scholars have compiled forty hadiths on the fundamentals of faith, some on jurisprudence, some on jihad, some on asceticism, some on ethics, and some on sermons, all of which are valid intentions, may Allah be pleased with those who seek them. I have chosen to compile forty hadiths that encompass all of these topics, each of which represents a significant principle of the religion, described by scholars as foundational to Islam, or as half of Islam, or a third, or something similar. I commit to ensuring that these forty hadiths are authentic, most of which are found in the Sahih of Al-Bukhari and Muslim. I will present them without their chains of narration to facilitate memorization and to maximize their benefit, if Allah wills. I will follow this with a section on clarifying the meanings of their terms. It is essential for anyone desiring the Hereafter to be familiar with these hadiths, as they contain important matters and highlight all acts of obedience, which is evident to those who reflect upon them. My reliance is upon Allah, to Him I entrust my affairs, and to Him I turn for support. All praise and blessings are due to Him, and may He grant success and protection. 
Key Point“Whoever preserves forty hadiths for my Ummah regarding their religion, Allah will resurrect him on the Day of Resurrection among the scholars and jurists.”
In PracticeChoose one hadith to memorize today and share its meaning with a friend or family member.

Hadith 1
◆
Narrated by the Commander of the Faithful, Abu Hafs Umar ibn al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, who said: I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, say: "Indeed, actions are judged by intentions, and every person will have what they intended. So whoever's migration is for Allah and His Messenger, then their migration is for Allah and His Messenger. And whoever's migration is for worldly gain they hope to achieve or for a woman they wish to marry, then their migration is for that which they migrated towards."

This was narrated by the two Imams of hadith: Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ismail ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Mughira al-Bukhari and Abu al-Husayn Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj ibn Muslim al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, in their authentic books which are the most reliable compilations. 
Key Point“actions are judged by intentions”
In PracticeReflect on your intentions before starting any task today, ensuring they align with your higher values.

Hadith 2
◆
Narrated by Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, who also said: While we were sitting with the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, one day, a man appeared before us with very white clothes and very black hair. There were no signs of travel on him, and none of us recognized him. He sat down next to the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, and placed his knees against the Prophet's knees and put his hands on his thighs. He said: "O Muhammad, inform me about Islam."

The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, replied: "Islam is to bear witness that there is no deity but Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, to establish prayer, to give zakat, to fast during Ramadan, and to perform pilgrimage to the House if you are able to do so." The man said: "You have spoken the truth," and we were astonished that he asked him and then confirmed his answer. He then asked: "Inform me about faith." The Prophet said: "It is to believe in Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, and the Last Day, and to believe in divine decree, both its good and its evil." The man said: "You have spoken the truth." He then asked: "Inform me about excellence (ihsan)." The Prophet replied: "It is to worship Allah as if you see Him, and if you do not see Him, then indeed He sees you."

He then asked: "Inform me about the Hour." The Prophet said: "The one being asked knows no more than the one asking." The man then asked: "Inform me about its signs." The Prophet replied: "That a slave woman will give birth to her mistress, and that you will see the barefoot, naked, destitute shepherds competing in building tall structures."

Then he left, and I remained for a while. The Prophet then said: "O Umar, do you know who the questioner was?" I said: "Allah and His Messenger know best." He said: "It was Gabriel who came to teach you your religion."

This was narrated by Muslim. 
Key Point“Islam is to bear witness that there is no deity but Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, to establish prayer, to give zakat, to fast during Ramadan, and to perform pilgrimage to the House if you are able to do so.”
In PracticeToday, focus on performing one of the pillars of Islam with full attention and sincerity, as if you are in the presence of Allah.

Hadith 3
◆
Narrated by Abu Abdur-Rahman Abdullah ibn Umar ibn al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with them both, who said: I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, say: "Islam is built upon five: the testimony that there is no deity but Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, the establishment of prayer, the giving of zakat, the pilgrimage to the House, and fasting during Ramadan."

This was narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
Key Point“Islam is built upon five”
In PracticeReflect on one of the five pillars and take a step to strengthen your practice of it today.
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