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			Book Presentation: It’s My Party Too by Christine Todd Whitman

			Book Abstract

			It’s My Party Too is Whitman’s mobilizing call for Republican moderates to exert their power and take back the party. It’s a critical analysis of how social fundamentalists have taken over the party, how this takeover’s short-term gains are not what they seem and how the long-term costs could damage the party for years to come. Whitman believes centrists need to become radicals and activists before social fundamentalists destroy the relevancy of the party to the majority of Americans.

			The book is written as a historical study of the Republican Party as well as a political career biography. Whitman travels through the stages of the party and how its leadership decisions have affected its appeal to minorities, women and young people. She also traces how her family history and experience led her into a life of public service and working for the environment.

			About the Author

			Christine Todd Whitman served in the Bush cabinet as EPA administrator from January 2001 to May 2003. Prior to that, she was the first woman elected governor of New Jersey, serving two terms from 1993 to 2000. It’s My Party Too, a New York Times bestseller, is her first book.

		


		
			Summary of It’s My Party Too (Christine Todd Whitman)

			Does The Right Make Might?

			The Republican Party is at a critical crossroads. On the heels of the president’s re-election, will the GOP decide that catering to the demands of the far right is worth the alienation of millions of Americans? Will it let the immediate gain on polarizing issues jeopardize its long-term chances of victory? Or, will it broaden its base to the majority of Americans by returning to the core Republican values that unite them?

			Smaller government, fiscal responsibility and strong security. If the GOP returns its focus to these issues, it will consolidate its hold on power and begin to heal the wounds the current political climate has created. It’s not just about winning elections; it’s also about being able to govern all the people once the ballots have been counted. Despite the president’s personal pledge to work to earn the broad support of Americans, the far-right of the party shows no willingness to reach out to anyone, including others within their own party.

			This became evident just hours after President Bush declared victory. Conservative activists saw the beginning of a revolution, believing they had won the election for Bush as well as those in Congress. They demanded Bush return the favor by passing a constitutional amendment regulating marriage, overturn a woman’s right to choose and put a stop to all embryonic stem cell research. They also assert a right to name the next chief justice of the Supreme Court.

			The Cost of the Social Fundamentalist Takeover

			These groups have a sole mission; to advance their narrow ideological agenda. Yes, social fundamentalists played a role in the president’s re-election, in which he won more votes than any other president, but it’s important to point out that his margin of victory, three percent, was the smallest of any incumbent.

			It is also important to note that of those who voted for Bush, only 20 million identified moral values as their most important issue. This is the same percent of evangelical votes for Bush in 2000, so not only was their power overblown, but their presence as the voice of the party alienated moderates, which could have increased the margin of victory.

			What social fundamentalists have cost the party by pushing out moderates can be seen in states such as New Jersey, Hawaii and Washington. All three have been ardent blue states, but Bush was able to make huge inroads in 2004. In New Jersey, he cut the Democrats’ margin of victory from 2000 in half. With a more moderate message, these states could have been winnable. Bush could have changed the red/blue landscape and created a stronger mandate to help govern and influence Congress.

			The Clear & Present Danger

			Karl Rove’s strategy to focus on the narrow conservative base was successful in 2004, but it was at the risk of the future of the party, which needs to be concerned about the political divide. Once the Democrats abandoned the Clinton-led center for the Left, it became vulnerable to Rove’s plan of portraying it as out of touch with American values. The Republican Party faces the same danger of marginalization; especially if the Democrats learn from their mistakes and move to the center.

			Moderates Saved the Day

			During most of 2004, numbers showed Bush and Kerry neck and neck until the Republican National Convention. The party chose a prime-time schedule of prominent moderates; Rudy Giuliani, John McCain, Arnold Schwarzenegger and George Pataki. The response by the far right was not positive, but it made a difference in the deadlock. The President received an 11-point bounce and it was the moderates, some of the most popular politicians in the country, who appealed to voters.

			During the last days of the election, when Bush campaigned heavily in Ohio, he was helped by Schwarzenegger and Giuliani, not Jerry Falwell or Pat Robertson. These are men who represent and speak out on the bedrock principles: less government, lower taxes and strong national security. Their platforms won them office in America’s largest blue states; New York and California.

			The convention was promising and begged the question: will the party go in the direction of people such as Giuliani, Tom Ridge and Colin Powell or will social fundamentalists prevail?

			The Time for Choosing

			The litmus test for Republicans has become unreasonably rigid and is a major tool used by social fundamentalists to drive moderates out of the party. Centrists such as Whitman, Olympia Snowe, Susan Collins, Arlen Specter and others are considered RINOs, Republicans in Name Only, despite the continued support they have shown for President Bush. These Republicans need to stand up to those in the party trying to push them out and make their voice known. This is the only way we can stay true to the historic principles of the party and the nation and escape the extremist agenda.

			Moderates have to push for fiscal responsibility that couples tax cuts with restraint on spending, refuse to support the abortion litmus test for judges, oppose a constitutional amendment to define marriage, insist on advancing an agenda for cleaner air, purer water and better-protected land and push for a foreign policy premised on the understanding that the rest of the world matters.

			Republican moderates can no longer “go along to get along” and be pressured to comply for the unity of the party or their place in it. They must draw a line in the sand.

			A Traditional Political Family

			Although she was raised in a Republican family, the choice to become a Republican was Whitman’s own and at the time she did make that choice, the party was more open and accommodating. It was, as her father called it, “the big umbrella party.” Whitman’s faith in the party stems from her belief that it has more faith in the individual, unlike Democrats who put their faith in the ability of elected elites to decide what is best. It used to be respect versus arrogance, but the current political climate makes that less clear.

			Whitman’s family was the embodiment of the Republican Eastern establishment with parents, brothers, sisters and grandparents who were active in the GOP at the local, state and national levels. From party chairman to town council members to posts in the Bush, Nixon and Ford administrations, political discussions, despite some being conservative and others moderate, were always a staple at the dinner table.

			The Whitmans were big supporters of Dwight Eisenhower in 1951. He was a preferable alternative to the rigidly conservative Robert Taft. In 1956, when Eisenhower was running for re-election, Whitman attended her first national convention, remembering an unscripted atmosphere where every type of Republican was welcomed. She has attended every convention since.

			The Goldwater Experience

			In 1964, Whitman attended the national convention in San Francisco and witnessed the battle between moderates and the new breed of conservatives that would play out over the next forty years. A committed supporter of Nelson Rockefeller because of his infectious optimism and deep sense of social justice, she watched with dismay as the single-minded Barry Goldwater and his supporters took over the convention and won the nomination.

			Whitman got a taste of the overzealous extremist at a Young Republicans meeting in New Jersey prior to the convention. At that meeting, one of the Goldwater activists responded to her moderate comments by stating that the club had to look out for communist fascists who were trying to infiltrate the party. Goldwater said it best during his campaign when responding to the charge that he couldn’t win in November, “First let’s take over the party. Then we’ll go from there.”

			Goldwater’s grassroots efforts made him unbeatable and Rockefeller bowed out before the convention. He was given a chance to speak at the convention in keeping with tradition, but Goldwater partisans booed and hissed when he took the podium. When Goldwater accepted, his speech was an omen of where this brand of Republicanism would take the party. “Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice. Moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue.”

			This extremism came at a great cost to the Republican Party. Goldwater lost to Lyndon Johnson in the worst defeat of any Republican presidential candidate in thirty years.

			Nixon, Reagan, Bush I & Bush II

			In addition to the social disorder of the Johnson presidency, the increasing radicalism of the Democratic Party certainly played a role in Nixon’s victory. The new Nixon, considered by many to be more moderate than the Nixon that lost in 1960, succeeded in bringing moderates, traditional conservatives and even Goldwater Republicans together because of his moderate leadership style. Unfortunately, the fallout from Watergate, as well as Jimmy Carter’s disastrous presidency, provided the opening conservatives needed to renew their quest to take over the party.

			Conservatives in the 80s were much different than they are today. Reagan knew it was important to hold the party together to govern effectively, which is why he selected the moderate Bush I for VP. His success at creating a bastion of Reagan Democrats proves that he did not let the coalition he had built with the religious right dictate his presidency.

			Reagan’s great skill and wisdom was lost on conservatives who refused to vote for Bush I in 1992 because he was not conservative enough and the party lost the White House. Even today, with arguably one of the most socially conservative presidents in our lifetime, a week doesn’t go by without some arch-conservative complaining about Bush II not being conservative enough.

			Religious Motivation

			Social fundamentalism is a threat to the future competitiveness of the party and could cause it to lose its hold on Congress and the White House before the end of this decade. That faith is the motivating force behind their efforts is respectable, but we must maintain a distance between our civil and religious institutions. It’s wrong, and inconsistent with Republican tradition, for people to impose their religious tenets on others through the instruments of government. It was disturbing to see the Bush 2004 campaign request copies of supporter’s church directories for get-out-the-vote efforts and ask the Vatican to push bishops to be more political on life and family issues.

			A simple analysis of the social fundamentalist agenda shows it is clearly inconsistent with conservatism. What defines a conservative, like Reagan, is a faith in and respect for the abilities and rights of individuals to make their own economic, spiritual and social decisions and limit the government’s reach. Social fundamentalists want to extend governmental influence into our lives in an effort to impose their views on everyone. They don’t believe that America’s strength can be found in its ability to respect a broad range of ideas centered on a core set of values.

			When Nixon came into office, there was a need to return to traditional American values that had been lost in the 60s and early 70s. Our country’s social, cultural and political institutions were unraveling. In response, several groups came to the front, including Jerry Falwell’s Moral Majority, the Family Research Council and Pat Robertson’s Christian Coalition. These groups decided that saving souls in church wasn’t enough and set their sights on saving the nation’s souls through political institutions and religious laws.

			Abortion

			Of all the issues social fundamentalists pursue, abortion is at the top of the list. In their pursuit to outlaw abortion, they make no attempt to find common ground and have used this issue to get a strangle-hold on the GOP.

			After becoming Governor of New Jersey, Whitman enacted a generous tax cut as well as several banner Republican policies. Her administration was going so well that she was selected to give the Republican response to President Clinton’s 1995 State of the Union address. She was called upon to speak at several engagements and help other Republicans campaign, but her growing popularity inflamed the social fundamentalists. A successful pro-choice Republican was a threat to their growing crusade to make over the Republican Party in their own image.

			When Whitman was given the opportunity to speak at the 1996 National Convention, convention planners put up a big fight to one line at the beginning of her speech. “For all our differences, whether over the issue of choice or gun control, our party is united by this goal: electing Bob Dole President of the United States.” The fundamentalist made it seem as if Whitman was calling for state-sponsored infanticide. She agreed to take the line out of her speech, but decided to ad-lib it back in at the podium. Some were not happy and actually stood up and turned their backs to her as she continued her speech. Just mentioning that there were differences was unacceptable.

			Pro-life leaders attacked Whitman when she refused to sign a bill outlawing partial-birth abortions, because it did not make an exception for the mother if her life was in danger. Although Whitman made it clear she would sign the bill if it sufficiently protected a woman’s health, pro-life activists painted her as a baby-killer and the “last prominent extremist” in the party. After taking control of the New Jersey Republican party, they nominated one of their own; a man who lost in a landslide to the Democratic candidate. Today, Republicans don’t control anything in the state.

			Stem Cell Research, Abstinence & Gay Marriage

			The social fundamentalists attack on conservative icon Nancy Reagan over stem cell research is a measure of how deep the divide is within the party. Even their respect for President Reagan didn’t stop them from condescendingly dismissing Nancy. According to critics, she was being used by the media to unwittingly confuse the public. She was the poor, dear persuaded old lady
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