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Assault Brigade 2506

On April 12, 1961, an old rusty cargo ship with a damaged propeller sailed from Puerto Cabezas, Nicaragua, bound for an invasion of Cuba conceived and financed by the CIA. Aboard were the 143 men of the Sixth Battalion of a Cuban exile force calling itself Assault Brigade 2506. Due to its slower speed, the Río Escondido had gotten a two-day head start over three other equally unseemly freighters—Atlántico, Caribe, and Houston—that carried most of the brigade’s other troops. Their destination was the Bay of Pigs area on the southern coast of the Caribbean island. The vessels had all been leased at-cost by the CIA from the owners of the García Line Corporation, still operating out of Cuba.1

The Río Escondido, Atlántico, and Caribe were destined for a small coastal town named Playa Girón, commonly shortened to Girón. Code-named Blue Beach, it lay seven miles east of the entrance to the fifteen-mile-long Bay of Pigs. Aboard the Atlántico were brigade headquarters and support personnel as well as the Third Battalion’s 179 men and most of the Heavy Weapons Battalion’s 127-man complement. Thirteen members of the “Operation 40” counterintelligence unit were also onboard. The unit’s remaining 51 members would travel on the Lake Charles, due to sail later and arrive (along with additional ordnance and provisions) four days after the initial landings. The Caribe carried the 166 soldiers of the Fourth (armored) Battalion and the twenty-six tankers plus support personnel of the brigade’s tank company.2

The Houston, on the other hand, was bound for a landing at the settlement of Playa Larga, code-named Red Beach, on the northern end of the Bay of Pigs. It carried the brigade’s deputy commander, Erneido Oliva, plus the 182 troops of the Second Battalion (reinforced by two squads from the Heavy Weapons Battalion). Also aboard were the 159 men of the Fifth Battalion.3

No smoking was allowed aboard the crowded ships where men competed for space with fuel drums and combat materiel. The unlikely fleet effectively consisted of floating tinderboxes.4

Rounding off the small fleet were two converted LCIs (landing craft infantry) owned by the CIA: the command ship, Blagar, and the Barbara J.5 Their crews were a mix of American civil merchant mariners from the Military Sea Transportation Service (MSTS) and well as Cuban sailors. Per maritime tradition, MSTS officer Sven Ryberg, the Swedish-American captain of the command ship, was named naval commander of the invasion fleet and the landing itself.6 José (“Pepe”) Pérez San Román, the brigade’s military commander, traveled aboard the Blagar along with members of his staff. The two LCIs carried three underwater demolition teams (UDT), totaling eleven frogmen, between them. One of two teams on the Blagar would mark the beach at Girón whereas the other would do likewise at another landing site east of it code-named Green Beach. The third team, on the Barbara J, would mark the beach at Playa Larga. In total, the brigade troops aboard the six ships amounted to just under 1,200 men.7

Assault Brigade 2506 was made up of Cuban exiles from all walks of life, ranging in age from sixteen to sixty-one. Beginning in early 1960, a small cadre had been recruited and trained directly by the CIA to spear-head a guerrilla action program against Fidel Castro’s Cuba. Among them had been San Román, a former Cuban army officer under both Castro and Batista. From May of 1960 onward, the CIA was no longer at the forefront of the recruitment effort. That function was undertaken through the Frente Revolucionario Democrático (FRD; Democratic Revolutionary Front), a Cuban-exile political umbrella group sponsored by the agency. Another change occurred in November of that year when the focus of the training changed from guerrilla teams to the formation of an amphibious and airborne assault force.8 Only a total of sixty exiles (of which only some forty were finally selected) would go on to receive guerrilla training in Panama. They were subsequently infiltrated into Cuba to prepare the way for the invasion.9

Most of the brigade men, the majority of whom had no previous military experience, received their training at CIA camps in Guatemala. The U.S.-backed government of that Central American nation owed its existence to PBSUCCESS, a 1954 CIA operation that removed leftist Jacobo Arbenz from power. PBSUCCESS, which had succeeded despite a long series of planning and execution blunders, became the CIA’s model for the project to topple Castro in Cuba.10

The camps had been secretly built on lands owned by Roberto Alejos, brother of the Guatemalan ambassador to the United States. Base Trax (codename JMTRAV11), the main facility, was located within the mountainous confines of Alejos’s Helvetia coffee plantation. In late 1960, Lieutenant Colonel Frank Egan of the U.S. Army Special Forces—known to the Cubans only as “Frank”—took charge of Trax. Under Egan, “a florid… aggressive and commanding figure,” the base quickly changed. The shabby encampment that lacked weapons, equipment, and infrastructure was converted into a true military installation.12

Size-wise, the brigade battalions were equivalent to regular U.S. Army companies and its companies to platoons.13 The expectation was that these units would eventually grow to full strength once the brigade arrived in Cuba and members of the populace joined it.14 Deceptively, the recruits in Guatemala were assigned serial numbers from a sequence that started with the number 2,501. “That way,” explained an early recruit, “we would always project the image of being a force of at least 2,500 men even if we only had a handful of people.”15

Pepe San Román had chosen the name Assault Brigade 2506 for the small Ejército de Liberación (Liberation Army) he commanded. The numeral “2506” was chosen to honor the brigade’s first casualty. It had been the serial number of Carlos Santana, a popular young man who had fallen down a cliff to his death during a training exercise.16 In official American circles, however, the brigade was almost exclusively referred to as the Cuban Expeditionary Force (CEF).17

The staggered nature of the recruitments meant that not all recruits had received the same amount of training by the time they sailed to Cuba. Most of the men of the Fifth and Sixth Battalions who were not former military had received barely two weeks of training when they departed Nicaragua. Another 151 trainees slated for the brigade’s Seventh Battalion arrived at Base Trax when the brigade ships were already at sea. Still another 220 additional recruits remained in Homestead, Florida.18

Of all the brigade units, the 180 paratroopers of the airborne First Battalion were considered the most elite. Their leader was the young and charismatic Alejandro del Valle, another of the cadre of early training recruits. The unit was assigned the task of parachuting into Cuba and establishing advanced blocking positions to secure a perimeter around the beachhead.19

An airbase near Retalhuleu, a town on the Pacific plains of Guatemala, was where the crews that would fly both transport and bomber aircraft were initially trained. The base was known by the codename JMADD in official circles but had been nicknamed Rayo Base by the Cuban exiles. Their instructors were personnel pulled from various Air National Guard units, the U.S. Air Force, and CIA affiliates. All the Cuban aviators had prior experience as civil or military pilots. Those with prior military experience were generally assigned to fly the B-26 invader bombers with the others being allotted to fly the transport aircraft.20 By mid-April 1961, the brigade air force, which called itself the Fuerza Aérea de Liberación (Liberation Air Force), totaled 186 men among aircrews and ground support staff. It was organized into three squadrons as follows:


B-26 Squadron: nineteen pilots, nineteen navigators/observers

C-46 Squadron: fourteen pilots/copilots, two nonpilot navigators

C-54 Squadron: thirteen pilots/copilots, two nonpilot navigators21



* * * *

In late March of 1961, at the insistence of the John F. Kennedy administration, the FRD was absorbed into the politically broader Consejo Revolucionario de Cuba (CRC; Cuban Revolutionary Council). The CRC was presided over by José Miró Cardona, a lawyer and law professor who had formerly served as Castro’s prime minister. Manuel Artime, founder of an anti-Castro resistance group in Cuba and an influential CIA liaison, was appointed to become the CRC’s representative within the brigade.22

The final preinvasion phase of the operation began on April 2 when the airbase in Nicaragua that would serve as a strike base for the invasion became operational. Until its identity was disclosed to the Cubans, it had only been known to them as “Trampoline.” Officially code-named JMTIDE (but nicknamed “Happy Valley” by its new occupants), it was located on the outskirts of the port town of Puerto Cabezas. The air-base was some 300 miles closer to Cuba than JMADD but still over 575 miles distant. All final advanced training for the pilots was conducted at JMTIDE. On April 10 the transfer of the brigade soldiers to Puerto Cabezas began. Over the course of three days, the troops were taken by truck from Base Trax to JMADD and then airlifted to JMTIDE. From there, all but the paratroopers were transported overland to the nearby port and loaded onto the ships that would to carry them to Cuba.23
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Strategizing the Invasion

On March 17, 1960, outgoing president Dwight Eisenhower authorized the CIA to implement training of Cuban exiles to be infiltrated into the island as small guerrilla forces. The aim was to create “active centers of resistance” against Castro within the country. By the summer of that year, however, the strategy began to transform. It hence became focused on the “development of trained paramilitary ground and air forces of Cuban volunteers” for a full-fledged invasion of Cuba.1

Newly installed president J. F. Kennedy received his first official briefing on the CIA’s strategic plan for the invasion on January 28, 1961.2 Among those in attendance were CIA director Allen Dulles and General L. Lemnitzer, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). The level of detail offered at the meeting and just how much the new president was able to absorb is uncertain. “After considerable discussion,” Kennedy requested that the JCS evaluate the CIA’s plan and provide an opinion regarding its chances for success.3

The CIA plan reviewed by the JCS proposed a daytime amphibious and airborne assault on the coastal city of Trinidad in southern Cuba.4 It argued that the nearby Escambray Mountains not only harbored guerrilla units that could aid the invaders but would also provide refuge if retreat became necessary. Airstrikes against Cuban military bases on D–1 and D-Day* were to pave the way for the invasion. The beachhead established would serve as the seat of a provisional government and, it was anticipated, “act as a rallying point for volunteers and a catalyst for uprisings throughout Cuba.” On February 3, the JCS issued their evaluation of the Trinidad Plan. They deemed that the operation envisioned had “a fair chance of ultimate success” contingent “upon political factors; i.e., a sizeable popular uprising or substantial follow-on forces.”5

On March 11, Kennedy was briefed by the CIA’s deputy director for plans, Richard Bissell, on a proposed operation somewhat different from the one reviewed by the JCS. The daytime landing at Trinidad would now involve “concurrent (but no prior) tactical air support” as well as a preceding diversionary landing. After a full discussion, the president deemed the operation to be “too spectacular.” It resembled a World War II-type of amphibious assault and thus pointed to American involvement. He asked for an alternative plan, to be provided “within the next few days,” whereby U.S. assistance would be less obvious.6

To address the president’s concerns, the CIA men sought to “infer from the comments made on the earlier plan the characteristics which a new plan should possess in order to be politically acceptable.” These, they concluded, were:


	An “unspectacular” landing without “prior nor concurrent tactical air support.”

	An airstrip capable of supporting tactical operations leading to the establishment of control of the air over Cuba.

	An appreciable period of build up after the initial landing before major offensive action was undertaken and a provisional government recognized.

	A guerrilla warfare alternative (“ideally”) if the invasion failed.



The CIA then evaluated five different invasion sites to determine whether they would “permit an operation fitting [these] conditions.”

During meetings on March 15–16 at the White House, CIA personnel briefed the president and other officials on their findings. Of the five sites, only one was found to be “eminently suited.” It was the Bay of Pigs area, “on the south coast of Cuba,” “almost surrounded by swamps,” and containing “one and possibly two airstrips adequate to handle B-26s.”

The briefing paper Bissell and his staff had prepared detailed the phases of the operation proposed for this location:


	Phase I: A night landing—expected to be accomplished “quite unobtrusively” and “with no serious combat”—during which “the whole beachhead area including the airstrips” would “be immediately occupied and approach routes defended.” Due to the potential threat from Castro’s aircraft, transport ships were to “put to sea in time to be well offshore by dawn.”

	Phase II: “Movement into the beachhead of tactical aircraft and their prompt commitment for strikes against the Castro Air Force.”

	Phase III: Continue unloading of equipment and supplies as soon as there was “adequate protection for shipping from enemy air attack.” The provisional government could be installed in the beachhead “as soon as aircraft can land safely” and be recognized “after a decent interval.” This would “prepare the way for more open and more extensive logistical support if this should be necessary.”

	Phase IV: Breakout from the beachhead, the timing direction of which would “depend upon the course of events in the island.”7



Noticeably absent was any mention of a guerrilla warfare fallback to the Escambray Mountains that had been a key feature of the Trinidad Plan. Not only were these mountains more than fifty miles east of the Bay of Pigs but the major city of Cienfuegos lay directly in between.

The JCS (who were represented at the meetings) had already evaluated the new proposed invasion site, which they designated “Alternative III.” On March 15 they produced their findings in writing: “Alternative III is considered the most feasible and the most likely to accomplish the objective.” They, emphasized, however, that: “None of the alternative concepts are considered as feasible and likely to accomplish the objective as the basic para-military plan” (i.e., the original Trinidad Plan).8

During the continuing discussions on March 16, it was “emphasized that the plan was dependent on a general uprising in Cuba.” Without such an uprising, “the entire operation would fail.” Paratroop drops at first light were added to the operation at this meeting, and Kennedy approved further development of the “Zapata Plan,” as it became known in official circles.9 Zapata is the name of the extensive wetlands region that encompasses the Bay of Pigs area.

Additional sessions were held at the White House on March 29 and April 4, 5, and 6 during which Kennedy’s insistence on plausible deniability of American involvement was a recurring theme. He wanted “to do everything possible,” as he indicated on the sixth, “to make it appear to be a Cuban operation.” This, in his mind, would make it “more plausible for US denial of association… although recognizing that we would be accused.”10 It was truly a naive and illogical requirement. As noted by Bis-sell, albeit some thirty years after the fact: “If the United States was sure to be held responsible, then it made no sense to pay a price in terms of impaired operational capability for a result that could not be obtained. Yet,” he notes, “that is exactly what we did.”11 At the March 29 meeting, Kennedy had also raised the question of whether “the force could fade into the brush and not look like a failure” if the operation was unsuccessful. Bissell replied that in such a case “the force would probably have to be withdrawn.”12 Unlike the Trinidad Plan, as previously observed, the Zapata Plan lacked a “turn-guerrilla” outlet.

 


* In military usage, D refers to the day on which an operation is to begin. Numbers following a minus or plus after the D indicate a corresponding number of days before or after that date, respectively.
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Military Plan for Operation Pluto

With the White House’s blessing of the Zapata Plan strategy now in hand, the CIA proceeded to develop the concomitant military plan for the operation. Notably, none of the Cuban exiles involved in the invasion were ever consulted on any part of the strategic or operational planning. Such discussions, even with members of the CRC, were “considered unacceptably dangerous on security grounds.” Cuban military leaders who insisted on being included in planning activities were removed or chose to resign upon being ignored. In the eyes of the CIA, the Cubans simply could not be trusted to keep secrets. A long-standing joke within the agency was that Cuba had three forms of communication: telephone, telegraph, and tell-a-Cuban.1

When finalized, “Plan de Operación Pluto” (Operation Pluto Plan) and its accompanying “Plan Administrativo” (Administrative Plan) totaled over 150 pages and included seventeen annexes with appendices. In addition to military and logistical directives, the document also provided geographic information about the invasion area as well as intelligence on enemy and friendly forces.2

The area of coastal rocky scrubland to be occupied measured about thirty-five miles across and encompassed approximately eighty square miles. It was described as “virtually impenetrable” from the mainland due to the presence of the bordering Zapata Swamp.3 The accompanying maps and photos4 showed that three main roads (causeways) extended inland across the swamp from the area. One led to a sugar mill named Central Australia, another to the settlement of Covadonga, and the third to the small rural community of Yaguaramas.

Defending these accessways into the beachhead was a key feature of the Pluto military plan. The task of doing so initially fell to the paratroop companies of the First Battalion, which were to drop down at dawn. Like the ancient Greek defense against superior forces at Thermopylae Pass, the paratroopers were to block the roads where the impassable swampland on either side created restrictive passageways. Small units of about twenty men were to set up defensive strongpoints on the northern entrances into these “bottlenecks.” At their southern exits, fallback battle positions would be established. First Battalion headquarters was to occupy the settlement of San Blas, where the two roads south from Covadonga and Yaguaramas intersected.5

The shoreline where the amphibious landings would occur was described as “generally rocky but with quite a few little sandy beaches… facing deep and clear water.”6 To reach these landing beaches, the brigade ships would follow independent courses until dawn of D–1. At that time, they would come together and proceed as a convoy to rendezvous near Girón (Blue Beach) with a landing ship dock (LSD) carrying the LCVPs (landing craft vehicle personnel) and LCUs (landing craft utility). Barbara J and Houston would continue on to Playa Larga (Red Beach), at the head of the Bay of Pigs.7

A UDT team would mark the approaches to the Girón landing zone with buoy and beach lights. The Fourth Battalion would be the first to land at Girón by means of the LCVPs followed in succession by the Heavy Weapons and Sixth Battalions. At first light the five tanks and other vehicles aboard the LCUs were to be brought ashore there as well.8

The Fourth Battalion was charged with the initial occupation of Girón and its airfield. During the first hours of the operation, one of its companies reinforced with heavy weapons and two tanks was to join the paratroopers at San Blas. The rest of the battalion, along with two other tanks, would be held in reserve at Girón.9

Responsibility for fortifying and protecting the all-important airfield fell to the Sixth Battalion.10 “Upon seizing the airstrip,” the plan specified, “the Tactical Air Force initiates attacks with the purpose of destroying or neutralizing enemy air, naval and land forces.” This “Tactical Air Force” consisted of two B-26s that were to land and operate from the strip plus the other B-26s based in Nicaragua.11 A list of Cuban installations to be attacked on D-Day was included as an appendix to the invasion plan.12

The Third Battalion would proceed aboard the Blagar to Caleta Redonda (Green Beach), a small cove nineteen miles east of Girón. At this location, a trail running parallel to the coast intersected another that extended north to Yaguaramas. Reinforced with heavy weapons and a tank from Girón, the battalion was to block this additional access route into the beachhead area.13 LCIs Barbara J and Blagar, both outfitted with heavy caliber machine guns and recoilless rifles, were to provide long-shore fire support at the conclusion of the landings.14

In Playa Larga, the Second Battalion followed by the Fifth were to hit the beaches using small boats aboard the Houston. The Second Battalion and its attached heavy weapons squads were then to head north and join the paratroopers defending the “bottleneck” on the road from Central Australia. The Fifth Battalion was to secure the settlement and on D+1 link up with these units.15

* * * *

The planned disposition of brigade forces presumed that the main attacks from Castro’s units, when they came, would fall mainly on the northeast and eastern sectors of the beachhead. This tactical premise was evidently based on the projected locations of enemy forces. The CIA planners predicted that, out of a regular army totaling about 32,000 men, the troops closest to the invasion zone were the approximately 6,000 men of the Central Army. These were stationed in Santa Clara, some seventy miles to the northeast. No militia units, estimated to total about 200,000 troops in the whole country, were known to be present in the invasion zone.16

To curtail the movement of enemy forces toward the beachhead, the plan envisioned that the main railroad and highway bridges between the beachhead and major regional urban centers (Havana, Matanzas, Jovellanos, Colón, Santa Clara, and Cienfuegos) would be destroyed. The plan ambiguously implied that these actions were to be carried out by the “Tactical Air Force” after the capture of the Girón airstrip. In fact, although not mentioned in the document, the destruction of such bridges was supposed to be spearheaded by brigade operatives infiltrated into Cuba in advance of the landings.17

Various sections of the plan discussed the friendly forces that would join the invasion force. The brigade was projected to double its number within twenty days of landing and to double it again within thirty. In addition to disaffected members of the army and navy, the reinforcements would supposedly come from guerrillas, ex-military men, persecuted dissidents, dispossessed landowners, unemployed professionals, and the Catholic clergy. Weapons and supplies to equip up to 4,000 of those joining the brigade supply were loaded onto the two LCIs and the Lake Charles. Equipment for an additional 7,000 would be made available by air or sea upon request. Not explained, given that the population of the invasion zone was described as “very sparse,” was how such a large influx of people would be able to get through enemy lines to reach the “virtually impenetrable” area. The plan further projected that “an anti-Castro force established on Cuban soil would receive the immediate support of 25% of the population and would face opposition from no more than 20% of the population.”18

The CIA planners took a dim view of the armament and equipment available to Castro’s militia and army, deeming it “more varied… than it is possible for a force with little training and organization to absorb.” The Cuban air force was characterized as “completely disorganized and having extremely low operational capabilities.” According to the agency’s intelligence, the service branch “has been left with no qualified pilots and without trained specialists in maintenance and communications…. The combat efficacy of the air force is almost non-existent. It has a limited capability to provide early warning to oppose maritime and aerial units and could carry out harassment attacks against lightly armed invaders. However, it is generally limited to the transport of troops and materials, machine gun attacks by flying aircraft, and visual patrols.”19

Subsequent events would reveal serious flaws in these intelligence assessments, but such a contingency was evidently not seriously considered. The plan provided no exit provision in case things did not turn out as anticipated.
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Castro’s Forces—“Awaiting the Direct Aggression”

The militarization of Cuban society, following a strategy called “the uniformed populace,” had begun immediately after Castro assumed power.1 Whereas on December 31, 1958, Batista’s army had numbered approximately 21,000 regular soldiers and 18,000 reservists, by mid-1960 Castro’s Rebel Army (as it continued to be called for some time post-1959) had grown to more than 49,000 members.2 This was over 50 percent larger than estimated by the CIA. In January 1959 the Rebel Army Cadet School was created to train officers for this growing service branch.3

To combat antigovernment guerrillas in the Escambray Mountains of central Cuba, in April of 1959 Castro created a combat battalion of some 1,000 men within the National Revolutionary Police (Policía National Revolucionaria or PNR).4 In October of that same year, he also announced the creation of the National Revolutionary Militias (Milicias Nacionales Revolucionarias or MNR), which would act as a strategic citizen-soldier reserve for the regular army. By March of 1960, the militia had grown to a 500,000-strong national force (i.e., 2.5 times larger than estimated by the CIA) just as military advisers from the Soviet Union began to arrive on the island.5 First among the new arrivals was a group of former Spanish communist officers who had fled to the Soviet Union after their side lost Spain’s civil war. Most notable among them was Francisco Ciutat (alias Ángel Martínez, aka “Angelito”), who had achieved the rank of major general in the Soviet Army. Unofficially acknowledged as “the father of the new Cuban army,” Ciutat would play a key role in shaping the ideology, organization, training, and tactics of Castro’s forces.6

The militia became organized into so-called heavy and light battalions. Heavy battalions, consisting of four infantry and one light assault companies, were deployed in the capital city of Havana and consisted of some 900–1,000 men each. They were equipped with more machine guns and heavier weaponry than the light battalions, each of approximately 600 men, established in the rest of the country.7

To train the large numbers of officers necessary to lead this militia force, a Militia Leaders’ School was opened in the city of Matanzas in May 1960. By November, some 550 militia leaders had graduated from the school while an additional 900 were to enroll in February of the following year.8

The second half of 1960 saw the arrival of the first shipments of Soviet Bloc small arms, artillery, and mortars as well as medium T-34/85 tanks and SU-100 tank destroyers (self-propelled guns). Camps were established to train more than two thousand militia members under the age of twenty in the use of the newly arrived antiaircraft artillery. Older men received field artillery training. Soviet advisers also instructed members of the regular army in the operation of the T-34s and SU-100s, later also to include heavy IS-2M Stalin tanks.9

* * * *

During nightly meetings at Point One (Punto Uno), Castro’s Havana headquarters, Ciutat would discuss with El Comandante how to distribute the newly arrived armaments throughout the country. It was a discussion that was part and parcel of the plans being developed for the defense not only of the capital but all parts of the island nation.10 As the CIA presumed, it was known in Cuba that an invasion was coming. Only the time, place(s), size, and specific makeup of the invasion force were unknown to Castro and his cohorts. “More than once we occupied our trenches awaiting the direct aggression,” Castro would later say—“direct” implying the overt involvement of American armed forces.11

The existence of the training camps in Guatemala had been disclosed publicly as early as June 1960 by the Guatemalan Workers’ Party. Raúl Roa, Cuba’s representative to the United Nations, denounced before the General Assembly on October 7, 1960, the “numerous exiles and adventurers… receiving training under American military personnel” at the Helvetia plantation. Later that year, the Guatemalan newspaper La Hora published an article containing information on both the Trax and Rayo bases. Information about the existence and location of an invasion force in preparation also reached Castro’s intelligence offices from sympathizers and agents in Miami and New York.12

On December 31, 1960, fearing that the outgoing Eisenhower administration would launch the invasion during its final days, Castro announced a general military mobilization on the island. Militia battalions, artillery batteries, and other units were entrenched all around the country. Roads and bridges were rigged with explosives. As it had to their CIA counterparts, the Trinidad area stood out to the Point One planners as an ideal area for landing an invasion force. In fact, the previous year Castro and his military had thwarted plans by Dominican dictator and Castro nemesis Rafael Trujillo to land an invasion force there and set up a provisional government. Now, as part of the general mobilization, a wide network of defensive trenches was constructed in the area and considerable forces allocated for its defense. These consisted of six militia battalions supported by mortars, bazookas, artillery, and antiaircraft guns, plus three companies of tanks. Smaller units were also placed on the small cays dotting the entrance to the city’s bay.13

With the inauguration of John Kennedy on January 20, Castro declared an end to the state of alert. However, the Trinidad area continued to receive special attention.14 Militia units demobilized from elsewhere in the country were sent to participate in the elimination of an estimated 600–700 anti-Castro guerrillas from the Escambray Mountains. Ironically, many of the leaders of these guerrilla bands had been active in the fight against Batista, and some even came from the ranks of the Rebel Army. Some eighty militia battalions (about 60,000 men) participated in Operación Jaula (Operation Cage), which involved encircling the mountain and sweeping it clean of insurgents. For many of the militiamen involved in the operation, the experience derived from it would far surpass their barely two weeks of formal military training.15

A series of reports reaching Cuba between February and early April of 1961 steadily signaled the quickening pace of an approaching invasion. Castro sympathizers in Nicaragua notified Cuban intelligence in February about round-the-clock construction













APPENDIX A

Missions Undertaken April 17–19 by the Fuerza Aérea Revolucionaria (FAR)
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B-26 Missions Undertaken April 17–19 by the Brigade Air Force
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	SOURCES



	






	GONZALO HERRERA
	1:30 AM
	4:01 AM
	Attempts to attack José Martí International Airport but blackout and heavy haze preclude success. On own initiative, diverts to and bombs the Batabanó naval base.
	USCIA 1961, Attachment C



	Ángel López
	
	
	G. Herrera rpt. in Penabaz 1983,152–53



	CONNIE SEIGRIST
	2:07 PM
	4:50 PM
	Attack convoy of vehicles, including buses carrying Militia Battalion 123, advancing from Playa Larga to Girón.
	USCIA 1961, Attachment C



	Gustavo Villoldo
	
	
	
	G. Ponzoa rpt. in Penabaz 1983, 158



	DOUG PRICE
	"
	"
	
	Pino 1983, 128 (erroneously states that only three of the B-26s attacked the convoy)



	Alberto Pérez Sordo
	
	
	
	



	GUSTAVO PONZOA
	"
	"
	
	Villaraus 2008, 286, 288–89



	Rafael García Pujol
	
	
	
	Ferrer 1975,208–9



	RENÉ GARCÍA
	"
	"
	
	



	Luis Ardois
	
	
	
	



	MARIO ZÚÑlGA
	"
	"
	
	



	Manuel Villafaña
	
	
	
	



	ANTONIO SOTO
	"
	"
	
	



	Benito Gónzalez
	
	
	
	










APRIL 19





	PILOT/Crewmate
	DEPARTURE
	ARRIVAL
	REMARKS
	SOURCES



	






	DALTON LIVINGSTON
[Unnamed Cuban]
	3:15 AM
(estimated)
	6:00 AM
	Attacks Castro’s forces north of San Bias.
	Persons 1990, 90–91 (contradictory takeoff information given but 3:15 AM consistent with narrative, known arrival time, and chain of events; see table note)



	THOMAS “PETE” RAY
	"
	"
	Attacks Central Australia at 6:00 AM and is shot down by antiaircraft fire.
	



	Leo F. Baker
	
	
	
	Pfeiffer 1979, 359



	
	
	
	
	Otero et al. 1961, 221–22



	
	
	
	
	Fontaine 2014, 169–70



	
	
	
	
	Casaus 2012, 178, 185–86



	GONZALO HERRERA
	3:30 AM
(estimated)
	6:15 AM
(estimated)
	Flies mission alone after crewmate leaps out of aircraft prior to takeoff. Attacks troops west of Girón and his B-26 is damaged by antiaircraft fire.
	Persons 1990, 90–91 (contradictory takeoff information given but 3:30 AM consistent with narrative, known arrival time, and chain of events; see table note)



	BILLY GOODWIN
[Unnamed American]
	
	
	Attacks troops east of Girón along coastal trail. Because of a machine gun malfunction, could only use his eight underwing rockets, one of which misfires.
	Ferrer 1982, 213 (takeoff [Nicaraguan?] time given as 2:30 AM)



	
	
	
	
	Dille 1962, 72



	RILEY SHAMBURCER
Wade Gray
	4:00 AM
	6:45 AM
(estimated)
	Shot down at 6:50 AM (by T-33 flown by either Prendes or Carreras) while initiating attack on troops east of Girón along coastal trail.
	USCIA 1961, Attachment C
Persons 1990, 90–92 (see table note)
Pfeiffer 1979, 358
(Also see related entries in appendix A)



	JOSEPH SHANNON
[Unnamed American]
	4:00 AM
	6:45 AM (estimated)
	Attacks troops east of Girón along coastal trail. Witnesses T-33 shootdown of Shamburger’s B-26 but (despite claims by Carreras and Prendes) he himself eludes the fighters.
	



	CONNIE SEIGRIST
[?]
	5:30 AM
	ABORT
	Abort mission on the way to Cuba after learning of Shamburger’s shootdown.
	Pfeiffer 1979, 380
Persons 1990, 93 (see table note)



	DOUG PRICE
[?]
	
	
	
	






Note: Persons (1990, 154) admittedly uses unique aliases in his book for most of the American air personnel involved in the invasion. Cross-referencing of sources cited herein allows them to be identified as follows: “Bill Peterson” = Dalton Livingston, “Connie” = Connie Seigrist, “Don Gordon” = Billy Goodwin, “Hal McGee” = Joseph Shannon, “Larry” = Garfield Thorsrud, “Vic” = Doug Price.









[image: fig_41_1.jpg]


Sources Cited


Carré Lazcano, Elio.  Girón: una estocada a fondo. La Habana: Imprenta Federico Engels de la Empresa de Medios de Propaganda, 1976.


Carreras Rolas, Enrique.  Por el dominio del aire. 1995 1st ed. La Habana: Editora Política, 2008.


Casaus, Víctor.  Girón en la memoria. Colección Premio Casa de las Américas, 1970 1st ed. La Habana: Centro Cultural Pablo de la Torriente Brau, 2012. http://www.centropablo.cult.cu/libros/giron-en-la-memoria/.


Castro, Fidel. “La batalla de Girón (Segunda Parte).” Cuba Debate,  May 25, 2011. http://www.cubadebate.cu/la-batalla-de-giron/segunda-parte-1/.


Cuba Study Group (CSG, Taylor Committee). “Paramilitary Study (Taylor Report), Part III—Annexes.” John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston.


Del Pino, Rafael.  Amanecer en Girón. La Habana: Instituto del Libro, 1969.


Dille, John. “We Who Tried.” Life,  May 10, 1963.


Ferrer, Edward B.  Operación Puma. Miami: International Aviation Consultants, 1975.


Fontaine Ortiz, Elvin.  Fidel desde el Punto Uno a Playa Girón. La Habana: Editorial de Ciencias Sociales, 2014.


Johnson, Haynes.  The Bay of Pigs. New York: Norton, 1964.


Otero, Lisandro, Edmundo Desnoes, and Ambrosio Fornet, eds.  Playa Girón: derrota del imperialismo. Vol. 1 of 4. La Habana: Ediciones Revolución, 1961.


Penabaz, Manuel.  La trampa. Miami: Zoom, 1983.


Persons, Albert C.  Bay of Pigs: A Firsthand Account of the Mission by a U.S. Pilot in Support of the Cuban Invasion Force in 1961. 1968 1st ed. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 1990.


Pfeiffer, Jack B.  Official History of the Bay of Pigs Operation. 5 vols. Central Intelligence Agency, 1979. https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/collection/bay-pigs-release.


Pino Machado, Quintín.  La batalla de Girón. La Habana: Editorial de Ciencias Sociales, 1983.


Selva Álvarez, William A.  Girón: Testimonio de una victoria. La Habana: Editorial de Ciencias Sociales, 1987.


Trest, Warren A., and Donald Dodd.  Wings of Denial. Montgomery, AL: NewSouth Books, 2001.


U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).  Plan de Operación Pluto. Washington, DC: CIA FOIA Document Number 0000135658, 1961. https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/DOC_0000135658.pdf.


U.S. Department of State.  Foreign Relation of the United States, 1961–1963, Volume X, Cuba, January 1961–September 1962. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1997.


Villaraus Gallo, Felipe J.  Huellas y caminos. Miami: Ahora Printing, 2008.


Wise, David, and Thomas B. Ross.  The Invisible Government. New York: Random House, 1964.









ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This book would clearly not have been possible without the considerable body of personal recollections and documents preserved and disseminated over the years by various entities and individuals. I am especially indebted to the digital curation work of Vicente Blanco Capote at the Bay of Pigs Veterans Association in Florida. I also gratefully acknowledge Elvin Fontaine Ortiz’s invaluable published collection of day-by-day, time-labeled Point One transcriptions which provided a robust framework for chronological correlations of events.


It has been a pleasure to work with the Stackpole Books team in making this book a reality. I extend a special thanks to Dave Reisch, Senior Acquisitions Editor, for his support and early appreciation of my work several weeks ahead of another publisher. I am also most grateful to Patricia Stevenson for deftly managing the book’s production through its final hurdles.


The influence of my late parents, José and Zoila, has been a constant companion to me on this project and, as always, a wellspring of motivation. Their legacy endures. To my darling Teresa, who has cajoled, encouraged, advised, and supported me throughout the development of this book, my everlasting and loving thanks.








BIBLIOGRAPHY

Absher, Kenneth M. Mind-Sets and Missiles: A First Hand Account of the Cuban Missile Crisis. Carlisle, PA: U.S. Army War College Press, 2009. https://press.armywarcollege.edu/monographs/352/.


Alonso, Dora. El año 61. La Habana: Editorial Letras Cubanas, 1981.


Álvarez, Justina. Héroes eternos de la patria. La Habana: Editora Política, 2006.


Ameijeiras Delgado, Efigenio. “La batalla más corta (III).” Bohemia, July 21, 1989, part 3 of 4. https://original-ufdc.uflib.ufl.edu/UF00029010/04085?search=bohemia.


American University . Special Warfare Area Handbook for Cuba—1961. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1962.


Arturo, Héctor. “Medio siglo después.” Verde Olivo, April 2011. https://www.verdeolivo.cu/sites/default/files/revistas/rvo2011-2.pdf.


Atienza Pérez, Orlando. “La batalla de Playa Larga.” In A los 31 años de la invasión a Bahía de Cochinos, edited by Sergio Díaz Morejón and Orlando Atienza Pérez, 14–16 and 19–20. Los Angeles: Publicaciones Orsersa, 1992.


Báez, Luis. “El pueblo derrota la invasión.” Bohemia, April 30, 1961. https://original-ufdc.uflib.ufl.edu/UF00029010/02929?search=bohemia.


———. Secretos de generales. La Habana: Editorial SI-MAR S.A., 1996.


Beerli, Stanley W. “Transmittal of Documents.” Memorandum to Lt. Colonel B. W. Tarwater, USAF (with attachments), April 26, 1961. https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/DOC_0000252273.pdf.


Bissell, Richard. “An Analysis of the Cuban Operation, 18 January 1962.” In Kornbluh, Bay of Pigs Declassified, 133–234.


Bissell, Richard M. Reflections of a Cold Warrior. With Jonathan E. Lewis and Frances T. Pudlo. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1996.


Bolet, Alberto J. Dark Nights in the Castle of the Prince. Miami: Ediciones Universal, 2021.


Bonafede, Dom. “3 Beachheads Secured, Cuba Invaders Push On.” Miami Herald, April 18, 1961, Street Edition.


Brown, Jonathan C. Cuba’s Revolutionary World. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2017.


Buchanan, James. “Giant Pincer Drives to Cut Cuba in Two.” Miami Herald, April 18, 1961, Street Edition.


Cabell, Charles P. A Man of Intelligence: Memoirs of War, Peace, and the CIA. Edited by Charles P. Cabell, Jr. Colorado Springs, CO: Impavide Publications, 1977.


Campbell, W. J. Getting It Wrong: Ten of the Greatest Misreported Stories in American Journalism. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2010.


Carbonell, Néstor T. And the Russians Stayed. New York: William Morrow, 1989.


Carré Lazcano, Elio. Girón: una estocada a fondo. La Habana: Imprenta Federico Engels de la Empresa de Medios de Propaganda, 1976.


Carreras Rolas, Enrique. Por el dominio del aire. 1995 1st ed. La Habana: Editora Política, 2008.


Carrillo, Justo. A Cuba le tocó perder. Miami: Ediciones Universal, 1993.


Casaus, Víctor. Girón en la memoria. Colección Premio Casa de las Américas, 1970 1st ed. La Habana: Centro Cultural Pablo de la Torriente Brau, 2012. http://www.centropablo.cult.cu/libros/giron-en-la-memoria/.


Castro Hidalgo, Orlando. Spy for Fidel. Miami: E. A. Seemann Publishing, 1971.


Castro, Fidel. “La batalla de Girón (Segunda Parte).” Cuba Debate, May 25, 2011. http://www.cubadebate.cu/la-batalla-de-giron/segunda-parte-1/.


César Guayanes, Eli B. San Blas. Edited by Felipe Villaraus Gallo, 2nd. ed. Miami: Editorial Los Amigos, 2007.


Chávez, Clara E., Dulce M. Medina, and Saúl V. Almohalla. Girón: biografía de la victoria. La Habana: Editora Política, 1986.


Clark, Steve, and Mary-Alice Waters, eds. Playa Girón/Bahía de Cochinos: primera derrota de Washington en América. New York: Pathfinder, 2001.


Cordero Michel, Emilio. “Las expediciones de junio de 1959.” Clio 177 (Enero–junio, 2009): 97–150. https://en.calameo.com/read/000530775148e63f3708a.


Correa, Armando. “Antiguos enemigos se unen en grupo militar contra régimen cubano.” El Nuevo Herald, April 17, 1997.


Cuba Study Group (CSG, Taylor Committee). “Paramilitary Study (Taylor Report), Part III—Annexes.” John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston.


Cullather, Nicholas. Operation PBSUCCESS: The United States and Guatemala, 1952– 1954. Publications of the CIA History Staff. Washington, DC: Center for the Study of Intelligence, USCIA, 1994. https://archive.org/details/CIA-Guatemala-Coup-Report/mode/2up.


Dausá, José Enrique. Luchas y combates por Cuba. Miami: Ediciones Universal, 2001.


De Castroverde, Waldo. Que la patria se sienta orgullosa. Miami: Ediciones Universal, 1999.


De Jesús, Venturas. “Reabre sus puertas Museo Comandancia de las FAR.” Granma, August 19, 2016. https://www.granma.cu/cuba/2016-08-19/reabre-sus-puertas-museo-comandancia-de-las-far-19-08-2016-23-08-38.


De la Pedraja, René. Wars of Latin America, 1948–1982: The Rise of the Guerrillas. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2013.


Deal, Charles, and James Buchanan. “Crash Boats Give Keys Martial Air in Invasion’s Wake.” Miami Herald, April 19, 1961, Street Edition.


Del Pino, Rafael. Amanecer en Girón. La Habana: Instituto del Libro, 1969.


———. Proa a la libertad. México, DF: Editorial Planeta Mexicana, S.A., 1991.


———. Los años de la guerra. N.p., 2013.


Díaz, Higinio (Nino). Cuba: Isla crucificada de América. Miami: n.p., 2011.


Dille, John. “We Who Tried.” Life, May 10, 1963.


Dorschner, John, and Roberto Fabricio. The Winds of December. New York: Coward, McCann & Geoghegan, 1980.


Dulles, Allen. The Craft of Intelligence. 1963 1st ed. Guilford, CT: Lyons Press, 2016.


El Avance Criollo. “Finalizado el entrenamiento” (photo essay). March 10, 1961. https://dloc.com/UF00077417/00038/images.


El Nuevo Herald. “Base de datos de los veteranos de Bahía de Cochinos” (lookup database). Published April 14, 2011; updated August 24, 2018. https://c0dzk099.caspio.com/dp/ce401000d69ebaaeb4cb43849383.


Elliston, Jon, ed. Psywar on Cuba: The Declassified History of U.S. Anti-Castro Propaganda. Hoboken, NJ: Ocean Press, 1999.


Encinosa, Enrique. Escambray: La guerra olvidada. Miami: Editorial SIBI, 1988.


———. Unvanquished: Cuba’s Resistance to Fidel Castro. Los Angeles: Pureplay Press, 2004.


English, T. J. The Corporation: An Epic Story of the Cuban American Underworld. New York: William Morrow, 2018.


Escalante Font, Fabián. The Secret War: CIA Covert Operations against Cuba, 1959–62. Melbourne, Australia: Ocean Press, 1995.


Feeney, Harold. “The Night of the White Horse.” U.S. Naval Intelligence Professionals Quarterly 11, no. 1 (1995): 1–4.


Fernández, José R. Un hombre afortunado. La Habana: Casa Editorial Verde Olivo, 2018. https://www.verdeolivo.cu/sites/default/files/Edici%C3%B3n%20Verde%20Olivo/libros/un_hombre_afortunado.pdf.


Ferrer, Ada. Cuba: An American History. New York: Scribner, 2021.


Ferrer, Edward B. Operación Puma. Miami: International Aviation Consultants, 1975.


———. Operation Puma. Miami: International Aviation Consultants, 1982.


Ferrer, Harold. “Misión cumplida.” Verde Olivo, April 2011 (reprint of April 18, 1965 article). https://www.verdeolivo.cu/sites/default/files/revistas/rvo2011-2.pdf.


Fineman, Mark, and Dolly Mascarenas. “Bay of Pigs: The Secret Death of Pete Ray.” Los Angeles Times, March 15, 1998.


Fontaine Ortiz, Elvin. Fidel desde el Punto Uno a Playa Girón. La Habana: Editorial de Ciencias Sociales, 2014.


Franqui, Carlos. Family Portrait with Fidel. New York: Vintage Books, 1985.


García Guerra, Oscar. Victoria en la derrota de Playa Girón. Miami: Editorial Nuevos Horizontes Internacionales, 1992.


García Iturbe, Néstor. Hombres de Girón. La Habana: Editora Historia, 2011.


Gárciga Blanco, José A. General Tomassevich. 2009 1st ed. La Habana: Casa Editorial Verde Olivo, 2014.


Geyer, Georgie A. Guerrilla Prince: The Untold Story of Fidel Castro. Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1993.


Gobierno de Cuba. “Discursos e intervenciones del Comandante en Jefe Fidel Castro Ruz, Presidente del Consejo de Estado de la República de Cuba.” Accessed 2022–2023. http://www.cuba.cu/gobierno/discursos/.


Gómez Darna, Percy. Un batallón que permanece. La Habana: Casa Editorial Verde Olivo, 2006.


González, Lorenzo F. Para volver a Cuba. Lulu.com, 2017.


González Lalondry, Luis. Bahía de Cochinos [Sangre en Bahía de Cochinos (1965); Prisioneros de Guerra (1974)]. Miami: Vanguardia, 1995.


González Pérez, Enildo. “Girón desde el mar.” Verde Olivo, April 2011 (reprint of April 19, 1965 article). https://www.verdeolivo.cu/sites/default/files/revistas/rvo2011-2.pdf.


Graff, Garrett M. Watergate: A New History. New York: Avid Reader Press, 2022.


Guerra Vilaboy, Sergio. La revolución cubana: un nuevo panorama de su historia (1953–2000). Uberlândia, Brazil: Navegando, 2021. https://issuu.com/navegandopublicacoes/docs/e-book_nueva_historia.


Handleman, Howard. “The Real Story of the Bay of Pigs.” U.S. News & World Report, January 7, 1963.


Hawkins, Jack. “Record of Paramilitary Action against the Castro Government of Cuba, 17 March 1960–May 1961.” May 5, 1961, CIA Clandestine Service Historical Paper No. 105. https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/DOC_0001459144.pdf.


Herrera Medina, José R. Operación Jaula. La Habana: Casa Editorial Verde Olivo, 2006.


Higgins, Trumbull. The Perfect Failure: Kennedy, Eisenhower, and the C.I.A. at the Bay of Pigs. New York: Norton, 1987.


Hinckle, Warren, and William Turner. The Fish Is Red: The Story of the Secret War against Castro. New York: Harper & Row, 1981.


Hunt, E. Howard. American Spy: My Secret History in the CIA, Watergate, and Beyond. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, 2007.


———. Give Us This Day. New Rochelle, NY: Arlington House, 1973.


Iglesias Arencibia, Luis M. Escape. Shelbyville, KY: Wasteland Press, 2010.


Johnson, Haynes. The Bay of Pigs. New York: Norton, 1964.


Jones, E. V. W. “Joy, Worry Fill Exile Colony.” Miami Herald, April 18, 1961, Street Edition.


Jones, Howard. The Bay of Pigs. New York: Oxford University Press, 2008.


Khrushchev, Nikita Sergeevich. Introduction, commentary, and notes by Edward Crankshaw. Translated and edited by Strobe Talbott. Khrushchev Remembers. Boston: Little, Brown, 1970.


Kirkpatrick, Lyman B. “Inspector General’s Survey of the Cuban Operation, October, 1961.” In Kornbluh , Bay of Pigs Declassified, 23–132.


Kornbluh, Peter, ed. Bay of Pigs Declassified: The Secret CIA Report on the Invasion of Cuba. New York: New Press, 1998.


———. The ULTRASENSITIVE Bay of Pigs. National Security Archive Electronic Briefing Book no. 29. National Security Archive, 2000. https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB29/index.html.


Lagas, Jacques. Memorias de un capitán rebelde. 4th ed. Santiago de Chile: Editorial del Pacifico, 1964.


León Lima, José A. Testimonio del chofer y escolta de Fidel. 2016 1st. ed. La Habana: Casa Editorial Verde Olivo, 2020.


Leyva, René A. “Notas de Diario (1961).” N.p., 1967. AVBC website. Accessed December 2, 2022. http://bayofpigs2506.com/Rene%20Armando%20Leyva%20relato.png.


Lisanka. “Pasajes de una victoria con Fidel.” Bohemia, April 18, 1986. https://original-ufdc.uflib.ufl.edu/UF00029010/03915?search=bohemia.


Lussón Batlle, Antonio E., and José A. Gárciga Blanco. Girón: Manos tras la cabeza. La Habana: Casa Editorial Verde Olivo, 2016.


Lynch, Grayston L. Decision for Disaster. Washington, DC: Brassey’s, 1998.


Machado, Ramón E. Cuba, My (Twice) Betrayed Generation. Kindle ed. Amazon Digital Services LLC, 2014.


MacPhail, Doug. “Bay of Pigs—The Men and Aircraft of the Cuban Revolutionary Air Force.” Latin American Aviation Historical Society, February 15, 2019. https://www.laahs.com/bay-of-pigs/.


MacPherson, Myra. “The Last Casualty of the Bay of Pigs.” Washington Post, October 17, 1989.


Madden, John P. “Operation Bumpy Road: The Role of Admiral Arleigh Burke and the US Navy in the Bay of Pigs Invasion.” Master’s thesis, Old Dominion University, 1988. https://digitalcommons.odu.edu/history_etds/35.


Marina de Guerra de la Brigada de Asalto 2506. “Documentos confidenciales.” Unpublished c. 1961 report on Asoc. Veteranos Bahía de Cochinos website. Accessed December 28, 2020. http://bayofpigs2506.com/nueva%20pagina%20relatos%20ineditos.html.


Marrero, Leví. Geografía de Cuba. Reprint of 1957 ed. Miami: La Moderna Poesía, 1981.


Martínez, Aurelio, ed. Historia de una agresión. La Habana: Ediciones Venceremos, 1962.


Martínez Sánchez, Raddy. Girón: razón de la victoria. La Habana: Casa Editorial Verde Olivo, 2015.


Mayo, José. Niños héroes de Playa Girón. La Habana: Editorial Gente Nueva, 1983.


McDonald, Greg. “Gen. Erneido Oliva: Second in Command at the Bay of Pigs.” AARP Bulletin, April 15, 2011.


Méndez, José L. “Preparativos para la invasión de Playa Girón (II).” Cuba Debate, March 23, 2011. http://www.cubadebate.cu/opinion/2011/03/23/preparativos-para-la-invasion-de-playa-giron-ii/.


Mera Piñera, Magda. Combatientes jovellanenses en Girón. [Monografía 1233]. Jovellanos, Cuba: Universidad de Matanzas “Camilo Cienfuegos,” 2012. http://monografias.umcc.cu/monos/2012/CUM%20Jovellanos/mo1233.pdf.


Meyer, Karl E., and Tad Szulc. The Cuban Invasion: The Chronicle of a Disaster. New York: Praeger, 1962.


Miami Herald. “Cuba Tells U.N. U.S. Backs Rebels.” April 18, 1961, Street Edition.


Miami Herald. “Observation Post.” April 18, 1961, Street Edition.


Miller, Robert H. Closing the Circle. CognitioBooks.com, 2017.


Miller, Terry. “Destroyers at the Bay of Pigs Invasion.” The Tin Can Sailor, January-February-March, 2011 (National Association of Destroyer Veterans).


New York Times. “Havana Normal, Broadcasts Say.” April 19, 1961.


New York Times. “Havana Reported Calm.” April 19, 1961.


Newsweek. “Cuba: Sealing It Off.” May 8, 1961.


Nolan, John. “Memorandum to the Attorney General on Castro’s Statements and Notes on Cuban Trip, April 5–9, 1963.” National Security Archive, George Washington University, Washington, DC. https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/bayof-pigs/19630400b.pdf.


Núñez Jiménez, Antonio. En marcha con Fidel—1959. 1998 1st ed. Amazon Digital Services LLC (Kindle), 2018.


———. En marcha con Fidel—1960. 1998 1st ed. Amazon Digital Services LLC (Kindle), 2018.


———. En marcha con Fidel—1961. 1998 1st ed. La Habana: Editorial de Ciencias Sociales, 2004.


———. En marcha con Fidel—1961. 1998 1st ed. Amazon Digital Services LLC (Kindle), 2018.


Oliva, Erneido A. “The Bay of Pigs Experience.” Unpublished memoir excerpts posted on April 2011 on the Cuban-American Military Council website. http://www.camcocuba.org (site discontinued).


Otero, Lisandro, Edmundo Desnoes, and Ambrosio Fornet, eds. Playa Girón: derrota del imperialismo. 4 vols. La Habana: Ediciones Revolución, 1961.


Padrón José, L., and Luis A. Betancourt. Batista: últimos días en el poder. La Habana, Cuba: Ediciones Unión, 2008.


Paterson, Thomas G. Contesting Castro: The United States and the Triumph of the Cuban Revolution. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994.


Pavón, Luis. “Historia de El Combatiente y su dotación.” Verde Olivo, April, 2011 (reprint of April 18, 1965 article). https://www.verdeolivo.cu/sites/default/files/revistas/rvo2011-2.pdf.


Páz-S ánchez, Manuel de. Zona de guerra: España y la revolución cubana (1960-1962). Tenerife, Canary Islands: Centro de la Cultura Popular Canaria, 2001.


Penabaz, Manuel. La trampa. Miami: Zoom, 1983.


Pérez-Cisneros, Pablo, John B. Donovan, and Jeff Koenreich. After the Bay of Pigs: Lives and Liberty on the Line. Miami: Alexandria Library Publishing House, 2007.


Pérez Guzmán, Francisco. “Un batallón.” Bohemia, April 17, 1981. https://original-ufdc.uflib.ufl.edu/UF00029010/03658?search=bohemia.


Pérez San Román, José. Respuesta. Miami: Carlos Miami Press, 1979. http://bayofpigs2506.com/RESPUESTA%20de%20Jose%20San%20Roman.pdf.


Persons, Albert C. Bay of Pigs: A Firsthand Account of the Mission by a U.S. Pilot in Support of the Cuban Invasion Force in 1961. 1968 1st ed. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 1990.


Pfeiffer, Jack B. Official History of the Bay of Pigs Operation. 5 vols. Central Intelligence Agency, 1979. https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/collection/bay-pigs-release.


Phillips, David Atlee. The Night Watch. 1977 1st ed. New York: Ballantine Books, 1982.


Pino Machado, Quintín. La batalla de Girón. La Habana: Editorial de Ciencias Sociales, 1983.


Placer Cervera, Gustavo. “La contribución de la Marina de Guerra Revolucionaria a la victoria de Girón.” Verde Olivo, April 2021. https://www.verdeolivo.cu/sites/default/files/revistas/rvo_no.2_2021_especial_giron_con_todo_0.pdf.


Posada Carriles, Luis. Los caminos del guerrero. N.p., 1994.


Prendes, Alvaro. En el punto rojo de mi kolimador: cronicas de un aviador. 1974 1st ed. La Habana: Editorial Letras Cubanas, 1982.


President’s Commission on Organized Crime. Organized Crime and Gambling. Record of Hearing VII, June 24–16, 1985. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1985. https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/Digitization/108890NCJRS.pdf.


Radio Llanura de Colón. “Identifican nueva víctima civil de invasión por Playa Girón.” April 17, 2018. Accessed February 7, 2021. https://www.radiollanuradecolon.icrt.cu/identifican-nueva-victima-civil-de-invasion-por-playa-giron/.


Rasenberger, Jim. The Brilliant Disaster. New York: Scribner, 2011.


Reston, James. “Top Advisers in Dispute on Aid to Castro’s Foes.” New York Times, April 11, 1961.


Rivadeneira, Ken, ed. Bay of Pigs: The Men Behind the Invasion. Spanish-English ed. Miami: HCP/Aboard Publishing, 2011.


Rivas, Santiago. Playa Girón: The Cuban Exiles’ Invasion at Bay of Pigs 1961. Latin America @ War Series no. 2. Solihull, England: Helion, 2017.


Rodríguez, Félix I., and John Weisman. Shadow Warrior. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1989.


Rodríguez, Juan Carlos . Girón: la batalla inevitable. Edición ampliada. La Habana: Editorial Capitán San Luis, 2005.


Rookes, Stephen. For God and the CIA. Warwick, England: Helion, 2020.


Rostow, W. W. The Diffusion of Power. New York: Macmillan, 1972.


Rudd Fernández, Clive. “My Own T-Shirt Hero: The Forgotten Story of a Bay of Pigs Pilot.” Havana Times, July 22, 2014. https://havanatimes.org/features/my-own-t-shirt-hero-the-forgotten-story-of-a-bay-of-pigs-pilot/.


Sánchez, Desi. A Funny Thing Happened on My Way to Freedom. Cheyenne, WY: Stratton Press, 2018.


Sánchez, Miguel Ángel. Girón no fue sólo en abril. La Habana: Editorial ORBE, 1979.


Schlesinger, Arthur M. A Thousand Days. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1965.


Selva Álvarez, William A. Girón: Testimonio de una victoria. La Habana: Editorial de Ciencias Sociales, 1987.


Sexto, Luis. “La memoria en vivo.” Bohemia, April 12, 1996. https://original-ufdc.uflib.ufl.edu/UF00029010/04367?search=bohemia.


Silva Ardanuy, F. M. “Reconversión de Ejército Rebelde a Ejército Regular al servicio de la República de Cuba (1956–1970).” Doctoral diss., Universidad Pablo de Olavide (Seville, Spain), 1980. https://www.latinamericanstudies.org/book/recon-version.pdf.


Smith, Earl E. T. The Fourth Floor: An Account of the Castro Communist Revolution. New York: Random House, 1962.


Southworth, George. “Able-Bodied Cubans Swamp Anti-Fidel Recruiting Office.” Miami Herald, April 18, 1961, Street Edition.


Suárez Isaac, René. Y los aviones volaron. La Habana: Casa Editorial Verde Olivo, 2010.


Szulc, Tad. “Anti-Castro Units Trained to Fight at Florida Bases.” New York Times, April 7, 1961.


———. Fidel: A Critical Portrait. 1986 1st ed. New York: Perennial, 2002.


Tamayo, Juan O. “The Spy Who Betrayed the Brigade.” El Nuevo Herald, April 17, 2011.


Thomas, Evan. The Very Best Men: The Daring Early Years of the CIA. 1995 1st ed. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2006.


Thomas, Hugh. The Cuban Revolution. New York: Harper & Row, 1977.


Trest, Warren A., and Donald Dodd. Wings of Denial. Montgomery, AL: NewSouth Books, 2001.


Triay, Victor Andrés. Bay of Pigs. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2001.


Troy, Thomas F., ed. Operation Zapata: The Ultrasensitive Report and Testimony of the Board of Inquiry on the Bay of Pigs (with introduction by Luis Aguilar). Frederick, MD: University Publications of America, Inc., 1984.


United Nations. Statement before UN General Assembly by Raúl Roa. UN General Assembly 15th Session, Official Records, 7 October 1960, 517–19. New York: United Nations, 1960. https://ask.un.org/faq/75009.


U.S. Central Intelligence Agency. “Plan de Operación 1–200.” Washington, DC: CIA FOIA Document Number 0000135730, 1961. https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/DOC_0000135730.pdf.


U.S. Central Intelligence Agency. “Plan de Operación Pluto.” Washington, DC: CIA FOIA Document Number 0000135658, 1961. https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/DOC_0000135658.pdf.


U.S. Congress. War on Drugs in the Western Hemisphere: Fact or Fiction? Hearing before the Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere of the Committee on International Relations, House of Representatives, One Hundred Fourth Congress, Second Session, June 6, 1996. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1996.


U.S. Department of the Army. Field Manual FM-23-92, 4.2-Inch Mortar M30. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1961.


U.S. Department of State. Foreign Relations of the United States, 1958–1960, Cuba, Volume VI. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1991.


U.S. Department of State. Foreign Relation of the United States, 1961–1963, Volume X, Cuba, January 1961–September 1962. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1997.


U.S. Department of State. Foreign Relations of the United States, Cuba 1961–1962; Volumes X/XI/XII, Microfiche Supplement. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2021. https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v10-12mSupp.


U.S. Navy. Radioman 3 & 2, NAVPERS 10228-C. U.S. Navy Training Publication Center, 1961.


Valdés, José A. “Autobiography.” Unpublished manuscript, [1982?], paper copy.


Verde Olivo. “Aquellos Artilleros de Girón.” April 2011 (reprinted April 17, 1966 article). https://www.verdeolivo.cu/sites/default/files/revistas/rvo2011-2.pdf.


Viana, Renato. Los que por ti murieron. Miami[?]: n.p., 1961.


Villaraus Gallo, Felipe J. Huellas y caminos. Miami: Ahora Printing, 2008.


———. Invasión: Bahía De Cochinos, Cuba. Waddy, KY: Wasteland Press, 2011.


Waters, Mary-Alice, ed. From the Escambray to the Congo: In the Whirlwind of the Cuban Revolution—Interview with Víctor Dreke. New York: Pathfinder, 2002.


———. Making History: Interviews with Four Generals of Cuba’s Revolutionary Armed Forces. New York: Pathfinder, 2000.


Wise, David, and Thomas B. Ross. The Invisible Government. New York: Random House, 1964.


Wyden, Peter. Bay of Pigs. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1979.


Yanez, Luisa. “Operation Mirage, Fighters Scored a Small Win Against Che.” Miami Herald, April 15, 2011.


Ysalguez, Hugo A. El 14 de junio: La raza inmortal. 1980 1st ed. Santo Domingo, RD: Editora Búho, 2013.


Zaldívar Diégues, Andrés, and Pedro Etcheverry Vázquez. Una fascinante historia: La conspiración trujillista. La Habana: Editorial Capitán San Luis, 2010.


Zayas-Bazán, Eduardo. My Life. Miami: Alexandria Library Publishing House, 2021.


Zucker, Norman L. “Refugee Resettlement in the United States: The Role of the Voluntary Agencies.” Michigan Journal of International Law 3, no. 1 (2021): 155–77. https://repository.law.umich.edu/mjil/vol3/iss1/8.


Zumbado, H., and A. Tacoronte. ¡Coompañíaa teencioón! La Habana: Editorial Arte y Letra, 1976.








ABOUT THE AUTHOR

J. J. Valdés is a writer with over thirty years of experience in historical research for government agencies including the Department of Defense. Born in Cuba, he came to the United States with his family in the 1960s and later attended Boston University and the University of Massachusetts. He is a member of the Conference on Latin American History and the Southern Historical Association. Valdés lives in Estero, Florida.



OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_010.jpg
PILOT AIRCRAFT TYPE (FLT. PILOTS) DEPARTURE  REMARKS SOURCES
ALVARO T-33 (w/ Carreras) 6:30 AM Claims that he and Carreras each Fontaine 2014, 171
PRENDES shot down a B-26 east of Girén, Prendes 1982, 135
but actually there was only one kill Carreras 2008, 115-16
between them (R. Shamburger’s  (See related entries in appendix B)
plane).
' T-33 (w/ Del Pino) 8:55 AM Strafes Girén and surrounding areas.  MGBA ~1961, pdf: 26
(estimated) Prendes 1982, 138, 140
Fontaine 2014, 174-75
(Flight not mentioned in Del Pino 1969)
g T-33 (solo) Late AM Bombs airfield. Misses runway on first Prendes 1982, 143-44, 14849,
two passes and is hit by ground fire 151
on third one, rupturing the plane’s
hydraulic tank.
' T-33 (solo) Early PM Drops a bomb near Girén airstrip. Prendes 1982, 155-56
(estimated) Also claims bombing and strafing  Génzalez Lalondry 1995, 121, 161
the stranded Houston to silence a
50 caliber machine gun aboard,
but the ship was vacant by then
' T-33 (w/ Del Pino) 3:00 PM Strafes brigade soldiers attempting to  Prendes 1982, 158-60
(estimated) escape in boats. Observes artillery  Del Pino, 110-11
shells falling on Girén. Otero et al. 1961, 109**
' T-33 (w/ Del Pino, Bourzac, ~4:50 PM Attacks Girén as part of airstrike by Lagas 1964, 129

Rudd, Carreras, Lagas, and (2)
Fernandez

multiple aircraft.

Carreras 2008, 117-19*
Prendes 1982, 163

Del Pino 1969, 112
Casaus 2012, 199**
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AIRCRAFT TYPE (FLT. PILOTS)

DEPARTURE

REMARKS

SOURCES

JACQUES
LAGAS

B-26 (solo)

B-26 (solo)

B-26 (w/ Del Pino, Prendes,
Carreras, Rudd, and [?]
Ferndndez)

5:30 AM

1:00 PM

4:50 PM

Bombs and strafes along road from
San Blas to Girén. Receives friendly
antiaircraft fire. Destroys truck
traveling on road.

Bombs and strafes supposed mortar
positions south of Girén airstrip.
Sees American destroyers offshore.
Must be “Castro B-26 orbiting over
beach” reported by USS Essex at
1:57 PM.

Attacks Girén as part of an airstrike
by multiple aircraft. Drops bombs
in very center of Girén and receives
enemy ground fire that shatters his
cockpit windshield.

Lagas 1964, 122, 124-26

Lagas 1964, 127-28
USDOS 1997, Doc. 152, 300

Lagas 1964, 129, 135-36
Prendes 1982, 163

Del Pino 1969, 112
Carreras 2008, 117*
Casaus 2012, 199**
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PILOT AIRCRAFT TYPE (FLT. PILOTS) DEPARTURE ~ REMARKS SOURCES
RAFAEL T-33 (w/ Prendes) 8:55 AM Strafes Girén and surrounding areas.  MGBA ~1961, pdf: 26
DEL PINO (estimated) Prendes 1982, 138, 140
Fontaine 2014, 174-75
(Flight not mentioned in Del Pino
1969)
it T-33 (w/ Ferndndez, Rudd, and Late AM Covers entire area of operations. Prendes 1982, 143-44
Bourzac) Perhaps one of two aircraft reported  Del Pino 1969, 109
circling near a navy destroyer just ~ USDOS 1997, Doc. 144, 293n5
after 11:00 AM
g T-33 (w/ Prendes) 3:00 PM de soldiers attempting to  Prendes 1982, 158-60
(estimated) boats. Del Pino, 110-11
Otero et al. 1961, 109**
" Sea Fury (w/ Prendes, Carreras,  ~4:50 PM Attacks Girén as part of airstrike by~ Lagas 1964, 129
Rudd, Lagas and [?] Ferndndez) multiple aircraft. Prendes 1982, 163
Carreras 2008, 117* (excludes Del Pino
as a participant)
Casaus 2012, 199**
Del Pino 1969, 112
ALBERTO T-33 (w/ Rudd and Bourzac) 8:15 AM Attacks Girén and surrounding areas.  Prendes 1982, 140
FERNANDEZ (estimated) MGBA ~1961, pdf: 26
' T-33 (w/ Del Pino, Rudd, and Late AM Covers entire area of operations. Prendes 1982, 143-44
Bourzac) Perhaps one of two aircraft reported Dl Pino 1969, 109
circling near a navy destroyer just ~ USDOS 1997, Doc. 144, 293n5
after 11:00 AM.
' T-33 (w/ Del Pino, Prendes, ~4:50 PM May have participated in multiaircraft ~Lagas 1964, 129

Carreras, Rudd, and Lagas) ()

airstrike on Girén.

Prendes 1982, 163 (has Fernindez
flying a Sea Fury)

Del Pino 1969, 112

Carreras 2008, 117*

Casaus 2012, 199**
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PILOT AIRCRAFT TYPE (FLT. PILOTS)  DEPARTURE ~ REMARKS SOURCES
GUSTAVO Sea Fury (w/ Rudd) Early PM Attacks various parts of the Selva 1987, 115-16, 193
BOURZAC (estimated) beachhead including the Girén Prendes 1982, 120
airstrip.
ENRIQUE Sea Fury (2) (w/ Lagas) ~06:15AM  Attacks the stranded Houston with Carreras 2008, 111-12
CARRERAS bombs and rockets. Casaus 2012, 130
B-26 (w/ Lagas) ~4:00 PM Aborts allegedly due to a machine Lagas 1964, 115, 117
gun mechanical problem.
' 2 Late PM Reportedly attacks the Girén airstrip Carreras 2008, 112-13
and at ~6:30 PM overflies two
American warships approaching the
coast.
RAFAEL T-33 (w/ Prendes) 6:15 AM Bombs the Girén airstrip. Del Pino 1969, 97, 100
DEL PINO (estimated)
ALBERTO T-33 (w/ Guerrero) ~6:15 AM Attacks Playa Larga. Carreras 2008, 111
FERNANDEZ Casaus 2012, 130
' T-33 (solo) 5:00 PM Arrives after enemy aerial attack on  Casaus 2012, 154
(estimated) Bn 123 and sees burning buses.
ALVARO B-26 (solo) AM Flies on a mission out of San Antonio ~ Prendes 1982, 113, 143
GALO (estimated) after arriving in a B-26 from Lagas 1964, 104

Santiago de Cuba on 4/17. His
plane is fired upon but not hit by
Prendes, who mistakes Galo’s B-26
for an enemy bomber. At some
point Galo goes into hiding on 4/18
and is arrested for cowardice.

Carreras 2008, 102
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PILOT AIRCRAFT TYPE (FLT. PILOTS)  DEPARTURE  REMARKS SOURCES
DOUGLAS  Sea Fury (w/ Del Pino and 3:00 PM Mortally damages José Crespo’s B-26  Johnson 1964, 124-25
RUDD Prendes) (estimated) after it is first attacked by Del Pino.  Del Pino 1969, 86, 91
Breaks off the pursuit of Crespo’s  Carreras 2008, 109
aircraft when two U.S. Navy Otero etal. 1961, 101, 105
Skyhawks appear. Wyden 1979, 241
(See related entries in appendix B)
LuIS B-26 (w/ Carreras and Bourzac)  5:40 AM Strafes small boats off Playa Larga Carreras 2008, 99, 101
SILVA and then proceeds to strafe landing  Otero et al. 1961, 102
crafts off coast of Gi Lagas 1964, 81
USDOS 1997, Doc. 110, 251-52, and
Doc. 109, 241
Lynch 1998, 107
d B-26 (w/ Del Pino and Bourzac) ~ ~Noon Is downed by antiaircraft fire from Otero et al. 1961, 102
retreating ships off the Girdn coast. ~ Del Pino 1969, 78-79
B-26 lacked a working bombsight.  Lagas 1964, 90
CARLOS Sea Fury (w/ Figueroa) 6:45 AM Crashes off coast of Giron while Fontaine 2014, 64
ULLOA (estimated) pursuing C-46 (piloted by Mario  Ferrer 1975, 204
Tellechea) returning from paratroop USDOS 1997, Doc. 109, 242 (places
drop. Either stalls or is brought the shootdown at 8:00 AM, but this
down by antiaircraft fire from the time is incompatible with other lines
brigade ships. of evidence)
Carreras 2008, 102 (does not mention
Figueroa and wrongly states that
Ulloa flew with Fernindez)
Unknown T-33(s) Mid-AM FAR jets apparently attack friendly Sanchez 1979, 197
(estimated) forces occupying Playa Larga

around 10:15 AM, as reported by
José Ferndndez to Havana.
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PILOT AIRCRAFT TYPE (FLT. PILOTS) DEPARTURE ~ REMARKS SOURCES
GUSTAVO Sea Fury (w/ Fernandez and 8:15 AM Attacks Girén and surrounding area;  Prendes 1982, 140
BOURZAC Rudd) (estimated) destroys truck. MGBA ~1961, pdf: 26
Sea Fury (w/ Del Pino, Fernandez, Late AM Covers entire area of operations. Prendes 1982, 143-44
and Bourzac) Perhaps one of two aircraft Del Pino 1969, 109
reported circling near a navy USDOS 1997, Doc. 144, 293n5
destroyer just after 11:00 AM.
' Sea Fury (w/ Rudd) 2:40 PM Strafes boats escaping from Girén and ~ Otero et al. 1961, 109 (wrongly states
(estimated) the men who jump overboard. that Guerrero rather than Bourzac
flew with Rudd)
Del Pino 1969, 111
Casaus 2012, 198
Lagas 1964, 128
' Sea Fury (w/ Del Pino, Prendes,  ~4:50 PM Attacks Girén as part of air strike by Lagas 1964, 129
Carreras, Rudd, Lagas, and [2] multiple aircraft. Prendes 1982, 163
Fernandez) Del Pino 1969, 112
Carreras 2008, 117*
Casaus 2012, 199+*
ENRIQUE T-33 (w/ Prendes) 6:30 AM Claims that he and Prendes each shot  Fontaine 2014, 171
CARRERAS down a B-26 east of Girén, but Carreras 2008, 115-16

B-26 (w/ Del Pino, Prendes, Rudd, ~4:50 PM

Lagas, and [?] Fernndez)

Sea Fury (solo)

6:00 PM
(estimated)

actually there was only one “kill”
between them (R. Shamburger’s
plane).

Takes off to participate in
multiaircraft strike on Girén but
aborts due to onboard fire.

Claims to have attacked Girén in a
returning Sea Fury after his aborted
B-26 mission. If true, his attack must
have come after Giron was already
occupied by Castro’s troops.

Prendes 1982, 135
(See related entries in appendix B)

Carreras 2008, 117-19*
Del Pino 1969, 112
Lagas 1964, 129
Prendes 1982, 163
Casaus 2012, 199**
Carreras 2008, 119
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PILOT AIRCRAFT TYPE (FLT. PILOTS)  DEPARTURE ~ REMARKS SOURCES
ERNESTO Sea Fury (w/ Fernandez) ~6:15AM Flies on a mission out of San Antonio  Carreras 2008, 102, 111-12
GUERRERO after arriving from Santiago de Cuba Lagas 1964, 108
on 4/17. Attacks Playa Largaand  Casaus 2012, 130
subsequently experiences onboard  Otero et al. 1961, 113-14 (mistakenly
emergency due to damage from places the event on the 19th and
ground fire. Is relieved from duty identifies Guerro's plane as a T-33)
due to the emotional breakdown he
suffers as a result.
JACQUES B-26 (w/ Carreras) 4:00 PM Aborts after takeoff due to onboard  Lagas 1964, 115-17
LAGAS fire.
ALVARO T-33 (w/ Del Pino) 6:15 AM Bombs the Girdn airstrip. Del Pino 1969, 97-100
PRENDES (estimated) (Prendes 1982 does not mention this
flight)
' T-33 (solo) AM Seeks enemy planes. Momentarily Prendes 1982, 112-13
(estimated) confuses Galo’s B-26 as enemy
plane and fires on it but misses.
' T-33 (solo) AM Destroys truck carrying troops on Prendes 1982, 116-17
(estimated) eastern outskirts of Gir6n.
. T-33 (solo) Early PM Strafes the woods around Soplillar Prendes 1982, 120-21
(estimated) (unaware that area was occupied
by Castro’s forces since the
previous day).
DOUGLAS Sea Fury (w/ Bourzac) Early PM Destroys brigade truck on San Selva 1987, 115-16, 193-94
RUDD (estimated) Blas-Girén road with rockets and ~ Prendes 1982, 120
subsequently continues to Girén Del Pino 1969, 100-101
Unknown Sea Fury and B-26 () Mid-PM Militia Bn 144 at Caleta del Rosario is Nufiez Jiménez 2018, chap. 21

inadvertently attacked at 3:00 PM
by FAR aircraft.

Otero et al. 1961, 194-95
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PILOT AIRCRAFT TYPE (FLT. PILOTS) ~ DEPARTURE ~ REMARKS SOURCES
GUSTAVO  Sea Fury (w/ Carreras and Silva) ~ 5:40 AM Second to hit Houston with rockets,  Carreras 2008, 99-101
BOURZAC Falsely claims to have sunk a “ship” Otero etal. 1961, 102-3
before attacking the Houston. USDOS 1997, Doc. 231, 591
Lagas 1964, 81
' Sea Fury (solo) 9:00 AM Attacks shipping off the Giron coast. ~ Ferrer 1975, 189
(estimated) Despite contradictions among Casaus 2012, 157-58
sources, it is during this flight that  (See related entries in appendix B)
he apparently engaged in a dogfight
with Mario Ziniga's B-26.
' Sea Fury (w/ Del Pino and Silva)  ~Noon Fires rockets on landing craft off Girén ~ Sanchez 1979, 165-66
and is hit by antiaircraft fire. Casaus 2012, 154-55
Del Pino 1969, 79
ENRIQUE Sea Fury (w/ Bourzac and Silva) ~ 5:40 AM First to hit Houston with rockets at ~ Carreras 2008, 99-101
CARRERAS 6:30 AM. Otero et al. 1961, 102-3
USDOS 1997, Doc. 231, 591
Lagas 1964, 81 (wrongly states Carreras
flew aT-33)
' (Sea Fury) (solo) 9:00 AM Hits Rio Escondido with rockets Carreras 2008, 102-5

(estimated)

causing it to explode and sink at
9:30 AM. His plane is subsequently
damaged by B-26 flown by Mario
ZGhiga and pursued by B-26 flown
by Matias Farfas.

Otero et al. 1961, 96-97

USDOS 1997, Doc. 198, 435

Ferrer 1975, 188 (misidentifies Rio
Escondido as Houston)

CSG 1961, annex 28

(See related entries in appendix B)
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PILOT AIRCRAFT TYPE (FLT. PILOTS)  DEPARTURE ~ REMARKS SOURCES
JACQUES B-26 (solo) 9:00 AM Attacks shipping off the coast of Lagas 1964, 84, 86-87
LAGAS (estimated) Girén. Dogfights with Matias Farfas’s CSG 1961, annex 28
B-26 (both pilots make exaggerated ~ Otero et al. 1961, 103-4
claims) (See related entries in appendix B)
g B-26 (solo) 12:10 PM Takes off after L. Silva’s FAR B-26. Otero et al. 1961, 104
(estimated) Claims over two hours into flight  Lagas 1965, 91, 94-95
he attempts to intercept but loses  (See related entries in appendix B)
enemy B-26 flying east (possibly
Crispin Garcia’s).
ALVARO T-33 (solo) 8:30 AM Hits landing craft off Girén with Prendes 1982, 91, 95-98
PRENDES rockets and strafes it. Damaged by Otero et al. 1961, 99 (makes claim of
antiaircraft fire. downing B-26 excluded in Prendes
1982)
" T-33 (solo) ~Noon Damages left engine of Antonio Soto’s Prendes 1982, 102, 106-7
B-26. Loses sight of the damaged  (See related entries in appendix B)
bomber in the clouds.
' T-33 (W/ Del Pino and Rudd) 3:00 PM Shoots down Osvaldo Piedra’s B-26 at  Johnson 1964, 124-25
(estimated) ~3:30 PM. Del Pino 1969, 86

Carreras 2008, 109

Otero et al. 1961, 100-101, 105

Prendes 1982, 123-29 (wrongly places
this event on the 18th and conflates
it with the attack by brigade planes
on MNR Battalion 123. Mistakenly
identifies B-26 pilot as R. Vianello)

Ferrer 1975, 193 (mistakenly attributes
Piedra’s shootdown to Del Pino)

(See related entries in appendix B)
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PILOT AIRCRAFT TYPE (FLT. PILOTS) ~ DEPARTURE ~ REMARKS SOURCES
RAFAEL T-33 (w/ Silva and Bourzac) ~Noon Shoots down Radl Vianello's B-26. Otero etal. 1961, 102
DEL PINO Makes uncorroborated claim that he  Del Pino 1969, 78-79
subsequently attacked a ship off the ~ Ferrer 1975, 192 (wrongly credits kill to
coast of Girén. Prendes)
(See related entries in appendix B)
. T-33 (w/ Prendes and Rudd) 3:00 PM Attacks José Crespo’s B-26, which is  Del Pino 1969, 86, 91-92
(estimated) subsequently mortally damaged by ~ Otero et al. 1961, 101
Rudd. Also attacks land positions at ~ Ferrer 1975, 193
Playa Larga. (Also see related entries in appendix B)
ALBERTO T-33 (solo) 8:00 AM Attacks grounded Houston. Fires three  Otero et al. 1961, 104-5
FERNANDEZ (estimated rockets at ship; a fourth fails to fire. ~ Casaus 2012, 88
Génzalez Lalondry 1995, 109
' T-33 (solo) 9:00 AM Shoots down Matias Farias’s B-26 at Otero et al. 1961, 105
~9:30 AM (est.). Fontaine 2014, 68
CSG 1961, annex 28
Lagas 1964, 88
(See related entries in appendix B)
WILLY T-33 (w/ Ulloa) 6:45 AM Is arrested after returning to base for  Fontaine 2014, 64
FIGUEROA (estimated) abandoning Ulloa and not engaging  Lagas 1964, 104

in combat.

Prendes 1982, 50

Del Pino 1969, 72, 93

Carreras 2008, 102 (does not mention
Figueroa and wrongly states that
Ulloa flew with Fernindez)
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PILOT/Crewmate DEPARTURE  ARRIVAL ~ REMARKS SOURCES
RENE GARCIA 2:45 AM 5:30AM  Jointly attack and disable E/ Baire north of  Ferrer 1975, 187
Luis Ardois (estimated) Isle of Pines just after 6:00 AM and then G. Ponzoa rpt. in Penabaz 1983, 156
MARIO CORTINA . . g0 to beachhead and join in escorting G. Herrera rpt. in Penabaz 1983, 162-63
Salvador Miralles paratroop planes.
JOAQUIN VARELA 3:15 AM 6:00AM  Both escort paratroop C-46 and attack along ~ Ferrer 1975, 187
Tomds Afont (estimated) road south of Central Australia. Varela G. Herrera rpt. in Penabaz 1983, 160-63
GONZALO HERRERA " . departs area before Herrera due to a drop  G. Ponzoa rpt. in Penabaz 1983, 156
Angel Lépez tank fuel transfer problem.
MARIO ZUNIGA 3:45 AM 6:30 AM  Flies cover over brigade ships. Damages Sea  Ferrer 1975, 188-90
Oscar Vega (estimated)  Fury piloted by Enrique Carreras and then ~ CSG 1961, annex 28 (time of Faria’s
dogfights with another flown by Gustavo shootdown reported as 10:30 AM but
Bourzac. Lands in Grand Cayman due to consistent with 9:30 AM EST)
low fuel. (See related entries in appendix A)
MATIAS FARIAS . " Flies cover over beachhead. Pursues
Eddy Gonzilez Carreras’s plane after it is damaged by
Ziiiiiga and stays over area after latter
departs. Dogfights with B-26 flown by
Jacques Lagas and is shot down by a T-33
piloted by Fernéndez. Farias survives a
crash landing on the Girén airstrip that
kills his crewmate.
GUSTAVO PONZOA  7:00 AM 9:45AM  Flies cover over brigade ship for almost G. Ponzoa rpt. in Penabaz 1983, 156-57
Rafael Garcfa (estimated) 2.5 hours. Fires on arriving T-33 before USCIA 1961, Attachment C

IGNACIO ROJAS
Esteban Bovo

departing.

Unable to release a wing fuel tank upon
arriving over the brigade ships, diverts to
Cienfuegos airport and bombs it before
returning to Nicaragua.

USDOS 1997, Doc. 109, 243





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_011.jpg
PILOT AIRCRAFT TYPE (FLT. PILOTS) DEPARTURE  REMARKS SOURCES
DOUGLAS  Sea Fury (w/ Fernindez and 8:15 AM Attacks Girn and surrounding areas; Prendes 1982, 140
RUDD Bourzac) (estimated) destroys truck. MGBA ~1961, pdf: 26
' Sea Fury (w/ Del Pino, Ferndndez, Late AM Covers entire area of operations. Prendes 1982, 143-44
and Bourzac) Perhaps one of two aircraft reported  Del Pino 1969, 109
circling near a navy destroyer just  USDOS 1997, Doc. 144, 293n5
after 11:00 AM.
' Sea Fury (w/ Bourzac) 2:40 PM Attacks escaping boats off Girén. Otero et al. 1961, 109 (wrongly states
(estimated) Sees two American jet planes flying  that Guerrero rather than Bourzac
nearby. flew with Rudd)
Del Pino 1969, 111
' Sea Fury (w/ Del Pino, Prendes,  ~4:50 PM Attacks Girén as part of air strike by~ Lagas 1964, 129

Carreras, Bourzac, Lagas, and [7]

Ferndndez)

multiple aircraft.

Prendes 1982, 163
Del Pino, 112
Carreras 2008, 117*
Casaus 2012, 199**

*Gives incongruous takeoff time.**Gives incongruous over-target time.
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PILOT/Crewmate

DEPARTURE

ARRIVAL

REMARKS

SOURCES

JOAQUIN VARELA
Tomds Afont

MARIO CORTINA
Salvador Miralles
IGNACIO ROJAS
Esteban Bobo
MIGUEL CARRO
Eduardo Barea

5:07 PM

5:30 PM

ABORTS

ABORTS

7:50 PM
(estimated)

8:15 PM
(estimated)

Attempts to attack San Antonio airbase but

blackout and heavy haze preclude success.

Mistakenly drops bombs and rockets on
nearby illuminated chicken farm.
Attempts to attack San Antonio airbase but

blackout and heavy haze preclude success.

Destined for attack on San Antonio airbase.

Destined for attack on San Antonio airbase.

USCIA 1961, Attachment C (a second entry for
another flight by Valera and Afont at 5:10 AM
on 4/18 is ostensibly an erroneous duplicate)

Carreras 2008, 110

Del Pino 1969, 101-3

Prendes 1982, 109-10

Wise and Ross 1964, 63 (erroneously states
Varela did not drop ordnance)
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PILOT/Crewmate DEPARTURE ARRIVAL ~ REMARKS SOURCES
RAUL VIANELLO 10:00 AM 12:15 PM  Attacks area around Central Australia and is  USCIA 1961, Attachment C
Demetrio Pérez (estimated)  subsequently shot down by a T-33 piloted  Ferrer 1975, 191-92 (wrongly attributes kill to
by Rafael del Pino. Crewman Pérez was A. Prendes)
rescued by a U.S. Navy destroyer, but G. Ponzoa rpt. in Penabaz 1983, 157
Vianello was lost and presumed dead. Wise and Ross 1964, 58-60
ANTONIO SOTO . v Attacks Soplillar-Palpite area. Damaged by a  Castro 2011, 14-15
Benito Gonzdlez T-33 flown by Alvaro Prendes and makes  Carré 1975, 149, 159
emergency landing in Grand Cayman. (See related entries in appendix A)
MIGUEL CARRO 11:30 AM ABORTS Although accounts are muddled, it appears USCIA 1961, Attachment C
Eduardo Barea that Carro took off at the same time as Ferrer 1975, 192, 195-96, 200, 205
Garcia in a B-26 armed only with machine ~ Selva 1987, 75-76
guns. His mission was to escort a C-46 Pfeiffer 1979, 313-15
flown by Eduardo Ferrer that was to land Trest and Dodd 2001, 123
supplies at the Girén airstrip. However,
Carro aborted in flight due to a mechanical
problem with his plane’s machine guns.
CRISPIN GARCIA & 2:15 PM Attacks Castro units south of Covadonga.
Juan M. Gonzalez (estimated) Diverts to Key West due to low fuel after
Ferrer's C-46 fails to appear. Crashes on
return trip to Nicaragua that same night
with loss of both airmen.
JOSE CRESPO 12:15 PM 3:05 PM Attacks Castro units north of Caletén. Johnson 1964, 124-25

Lorenzo Pérez

OSVALDO PIEDRA
José Ferndndez

(estimated)

Attacked by T-33 flown by Rafael del Pino
and mortally damaged by Sea Fury piloted
by Douglas Rudd. Goes down at sea on the
way back to Nicaragua with loss of both
airmen.

Attacks Castro units north of Caletén. Shot
down by T-33 flown by Alvaro Prendes.

Ferrer 1975, 193 (mistakenly reverses the roles
of Del Pino and Prendes)
(See related entries in appendix A)





