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Introduction

Several themes connect the lives and geographical works of the ten figures on whom the essays here form the contents of this, the twenty-eighth, volume of Geographers: Biobibliographical Studies. Our subjects are an American geographical publicist, a Danish ethnologist become contentious political geographer, two Englishman (one a man of West Somerset, even as he was also a world-leading geomorphologist, and the second a churchman) and an Englishwoman (a geographical editor with a background in biology who became, de facto, an honorary geographical Scotswoman), a Frenchwoman who was an international population and urban geographer, a Hungarian urban historical geographer, a German geomorphologist whose main work was done in the Netherlands, a Japanese political geographer and a Scottish naval commander whose importance rests on amending from first-hand experience the map of early nineteenth-century west Africa. From the viewpoint of the GBS series as a whole, now numbering over 425 essays, it is a pleasure to add to the overall accounts of women geographers with the essays here on Marion Newbigin, the biologist-cum-human geographer of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and Jacqueline Beaujeu-Garnier, the leading twentieth-century population and urban geographer – even as it is a matter of continuing concern that, with their addition bringing the essays on women to ten only, women geographers remain lamentably under-represented in Geographers.

One major theme connecting our subjects here is that of the link between politics and geography, or, perhaps more properly, between political life and geography and the ways in which geographical writings were shaped by, and in turn influenced, the machinations and ideological consequences of state politics. It is an anachronism, of course, to use the term ‘geopolitics’ to describe those connections between geographical writing, courtly politics, religious belief and theories of monarchy that shaped the life of Peter Heylyn in seventeenth-century England. But the links between politics and geography and the politics in and of geography would have been as clear to him in their own way as they were to three of the twentieth-century figures here for whom the term ‘geopolitics’ had very particular disciplinary resonance: Gudmund Hatt, the Danish political geographer, Tibor Mendöl, the Hungarian urban geographer, and Koji Iizuka, the Japanese human geographer. While the last of these was caught up in the events of the Second World War only towards the end of that conflict and then from visiting Manchuria, the careers and lives of Hatt and of Mendöl were significantly affected by that war, Hatt by virtue of his close association with Nazi geopolitics, Mendöl by the aftermath of the conflict, as Marxist geography and ideology in Communist Hungary replaced earlier versions of geographical enquiry there and did so until the collapse of Communism from the early 1990s. Even J. W. Karl Oestreich, the German geomorphologist, after years of work within the Netherlands, found himself declared stateless during the Second World War. And, to a lesser extent, politics in the form of municipal improvement in New York City shaped the geographical life of Mayor Charles Daly, the American civic leader and founder, in 1851, of the American Geographical Society.

One link between the lives and works of the two geomorphologists reviewed here, Richard ‘Dick’ Chorley and Karl Oestreich, is their shared attention to the work of that foundational figure in modern physical geography, William Morris Davis (a connection shared, albeit less enduringly, with Jacqueline Beaujeu-Garnier, who began her geographical studies as a geomorphologist in the Davisian mould before turning to population matters and urban questions). But, if their attention to Davis’s work connects them, then the divergent paths they took from that common ground mark them as men of different focus. Where Karl Oestreich was a Davis devotee, responsible in his translation of Davis’s writings into German for the further internationalization of the American’s work in the early twentieth century, Dick Chorley was a leading figure in the rejection of Davis’s static geomorphology, and an advocate for the development of quantitative modelling, systems theory and dynamic process-based geomorphology. Yet, Chorley, too, was a ‘fan’ of Davis in a different way, devoting the second volume of his magisterial four-volume history of geomorphology to the nature and significance of Davis’s work.

Here, too, lie further connecting threads: in the importance of translation, cultures of reception and the language and methods of geographical publication in making geography’s ideas move across space, over time and between different national and discursive communities. Mendöl might have been better known, at least within Europe, had his work not been written and reviewed in Hungarian with limited publication in German. The work in German of the Dane Gudmund Hatt was commonly reviled, critics seeing his adoption of that language and his work within the German-language media as further evidence of his complicity with Nazi thought and politics. Oestreich, a German who worked most of his life in the Netherlands without really mastering the Dutch language, used translations into German to internationalize notions of a largely form-based physical geography, even as his own work began to outline the importance of dynamic processes in explanation of landforms. In Japan, Koji Iizuka worked to translate the tenets of Vidalian human geography in order to promote the utility of a revitalized geography in Japan after 1945. For Charles Daly and Marion Newbigin, the means to making geography work lay through promoting its successes via public addresses, in annual summaries of geographical achievements and, for Newbigin especially, in firm editorial control of a leading geographical journal. Where Charles Daly, as an ‘armchair geographer’, drew the attention of urbane geographical audiences to the ‘blanks’ on Africa’s map – to those recently inscribed as evidence of geography’s advance and to those remaining as proof of the work remaining – his antithesis was surely Hugh Clapperton, whose death on fieldwork in West Africa in April 1827 whilst trying to solve the enduring mystery of the River Niger was symbolic of those whose work, by virtue of first-hand encounter, direct observation and, often, posthumous textual and cartographic rendition, was ‘filling in’ the blanks on others’ maps.

Seventeenth-century Latinate humanist and High churchman, late Enlightenment African explorer, nineteenth-century geographical popularizer, twentieth-century editor, and so on: each of the ten subjects also commands our attention for their individual importance, here noted in the order in which they appear in the volume.

Peter Heylyn was author of two major works of geography: Microcosmus (1621) and Cosmographie (1652). These were collations of others’ facts and works of method, compilations designed to order the world anew – views quite in keeping with many such espoused during the turbulent seventeenth century in Britain. As Robert Mayhew makes clear in his discussion of Heylyn, here was a divine whose major geographical works were used to affirm particular notions of monarchy and of High Church ecclesiology.

Like Heylyn (and many others before and since), Gudmund Hatt had interests and career beginnings outside geography, even as that was the field in which he had the greatest impact. Hatt’s background was in ethnology and archaeology, seeing in both a ‘human–geographical attitude’ and, in human geography, a means to address and to understand the troubled times of the 1930s and 1940s. However much he may be described as working with economic geography, political geography, in colonial anthropogeography and with neo-Lamarckian views in explanation of racial capacities and environments, Hatt’s career will forever be irrevocably marked by what his post-Second World War public trial termed his ‘dishonourable national conduct’ – his association with Nazi ideology and with their doctrines of geopolitics.

The opprobrium surrounding Hatt’s career and geographical writing has endured. For Tibor Mendöl, the shift in state politics and political ideology following the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe has brought re-appraisal, even, perhaps, cautious rehabilitation. This is so in two related senses: in terms of his views as to the nature and classificatory explanation of the settlement hierarchy in the Great Hungarian Plain, on which topic he clashed during his lifetime with other Hungarian geographers, and over his treatment (wrongful) as a ‘Fascist war criminal’ by politicians and other geographers (including his opponent in the question of Hungary’s settlement forms), who adopted Marxist–Leninist principles in advocating those doctrines of utilitarian economics that passed for human geography in communist Hungary. Like Mendöl in Hungary, Koji Iizuka in Japan drew upon the methods and regional syntheses of French geography, notably upon Vidal de la Blache, in instilling new life and direction to geography.

Richard Chorley helped give new direction altogether to physical geography. He was influential in advancing quantitative landform studies, in numerical modelling and in the promotion of General Systems Theory in geography overall. In a sense, Chorley’s life and work represent for one sub-field the features of the so-called ‘Quantitative Revolution’ for geography as a whole: what has often been seen as tumultuous upheaval shared by all practitioners is better understood, as Chorley’s case exemplifies, as local in nature (Cambridge, the Department of Geography and Madingley Hall), focused in topic (process-based, theory-driven, numerical in method) and something uneven in its progress and acceptance throughout and across the discipline.

J. W. Karl Oestreich was no less pioneering as a geomorphologist than Chorley but was so in an altogether different context. He illustrates the links between the European traditions of Albrecht Penck and Alfred Hettner and the work of the American William Morris Davis, not least because, in his own fieldwork in the Himalayas and in the Alps as well as in his translation of Davis’s work and in his being the first chair in geomorphology in the Netherlands, Oestreich helped give national expression to divergent ways of reading the Earth’s form.

Unlike Oestreich and Chorley, Charles Daly was a very largely sedentary advocate for geography – albeit an effective one. Combining support for and news of polar and African expeditions and other work in geographical science for his metropolitan audiences, Daly helped bring what Joseph Conrad called ‘Geography Militant’, even ‘Geography Triumphant’, to public attention. Geography was Earth knowledge was commercial opportunity was politics: Daly’s was an age in which geography’s publics knew well geography’s power – to entertain, to offer financial gain, to control territory.

If there is a sense of social Darwinism and of the American business ethic in Daly’s reading of the advance of geography as the advance of the most able, financially and geo-politically speaking, then the work of Marion Newbigin offers a counterpart in her application of Darwinian thinking within geography. Trained as a biologist and shaped in her later work by employment in assessing the results of the Challenger expedition, Newbigin drew upon the work of Charles Darwin and of Mary Somerville in allying biology with geography, notably in her Plant and Animal Geography, a work that deserves to be better understood. Like Daly, but in a different way – through meticulous editorship and a sense of the professional responsibilities of academic geographers – Newbigin helped to promote geography’s public utility at a time when many departments were being established in Britain.

Geography’s public utility was a concern, too, of the energetic Jacqueline Beaujeu-Garnier, who saw geography as a means of addressing social ills – in planning, in population–resource iniquities – and of affording dialogue between different disciplines. Like Newbigin, Madame Beaujeu-Garnier was an advocate of regional thinking, of the integration of physical and human geography in given spatial areas as the means to understand those areas and to ameliorate social conditions there.

‘A pragmatist not a theoretician’: Hugh Clout’s description of Jacqueline Beaujeu-Garnier well fits Hugh Clapperton, the Scots-born explorer of West Africa in the 1820s. Clapperton was one of ‘Barrow’s Boys’, that group of Royal Navy officers, free after 1815 from the concerns of conflict with France, set loose under the guidance of John Barrow, Second Secretary to the Admiralty, on voyages of geographical exploration, chiefly to the Polar regions and to Saharan Africa. Clapperton was among the many men who engaged in a solution to the then 2,000-year-old ‘Niger Problem’: which way did the river run, and where did it enter the sea? Various theories were extant. The solution depended upon fieldwork as well as upon the activities of sedentary geographers amassing and assessing the assembled reports of travellers, traders and map-makers. The solution promised commercial gain as well as geographical knowledge. Indeed, the running head to the journal of Charles Daly’s American Geographical Society – ‘Geographical exploration is commercial progress’ – applies equally to European interests in the Niger from the 1780s to the 1830s as it does of Daly’s sense of American geographical expansivism from the 1870s.
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