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MUM’S INTRODUCTION

Hello, everyone.

Firstly, can I apologize on Dad’s behalf for him failing to come up with an introduction himself. What can I say? This book was a Dad project, so it seems appropriate that he gave up before it was finished, leaving me to sort things out. No change there. He’s currently asleep on the sofa after pleading writer’s block, but it smells suspiciously like a hangover to me.

He won’t let me read the book before it comes out – chronic insecurity beneath the macho bluster being another Dad characteristic – so I’ll just have to guess what’s in it. The title is no help, frankly. Dad Dancing? For how good he is at it, it might as well be called Elephant Knitting. I’ll assume, therefore, that the title is misleading and the book is actually full of completely random Dad stuff that he thinks is funny or profound. So, let’s think …

Firstly, seeing as he’s convinced he is an expert on every subject under the sun, I expect there are a few pages telling you ‘how to do’ things. Why anyone would want to take lessons from a man who can’t even change a toilet roll is beyond me, so I would suggest you ignore anything that looks like real advice. Having said that, there’s probably more than a grain of truth in anything Dad says when he thinks he’s being funny; he likes to laugh at himself – well, it would be a shame for him to be left out when we’re all doing it …

Secondly, I’ve been finding little scraps of paper all around the house with strange formulas and graphs scribbled on them. If I didn’t know him better, I’d think Dad was trying to devise a grand theory explaining everything about Dads in one neat equation. However, I do know him better – he’s much too thick to come up with anything like that, so I suspect it will end up as a random collection of charts trying to justify his eccentric behaviour.

Thirdly, Dad loves lists, so I’m sure there will be plenty of ‘top ten’ this and ‘best ever’ that entries dotted about. He even asked me to help fill in the answers to one of them – I think he regretted it.

Finally, the one thing you can be sure of is that there will be a fair sprinkling of awful jokes, most of which you’ll have heard before. I pointed this out to Dad the other day, and he said, ‘I suppose you’re trying to be clever and say that my jokes are funny and original, but the funny ones aren’t original and the original ones aren’t funny.’ I told him I meant nothing of the sort – I don’t think any of his jokes are funny. He didn’t speak to me for a few days after that.

Dad’s a funny old creature, but I wouldn’t swap him … what would I get for him? And at least while Dads like him are around it makes us mums look better!

Anyway, it sounds like he’s waking up, so I’d better go and make sure he hasn’t had that dream about eating spaghetti again – he’s running out of string vests …

Enjoy!
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Dear Portico Books,

I understand that my wife (hereafter known as ‘Mum’) has had the cheek to email you (from my account!) a so-called ‘introduction’ to my latest bestseller. I can’t think what got into her. I only happened to mention that I was waiting for the writing muse to strike me vis-à-vis the intro and then I must have dozed off for a couple of minutes. The next thing I know, when I wake up four hours later, there is a reply from you saying the ‘ironic’ introduction is perfect and has been put in. Did you honestly think I would write something like that myself?

I know we’re a bit pressed for time now, given that I was very late sending the book in and all that, but we artists can’t just knock stuff off in five minutes. I demand that you replace Mum’s introduction with the following (much more suitable) one (sorry it’s a bit short).


Thank you for buying this book, which I feel will give a deep and meaningful insight into what it’s like to be a modern Dad. It isn’t easy, let me tell you, but the fact that I have managed to produce such a masterwork while at the same time raising several children (I forget exactly how many just now) illustrates the great feats a Dad is capable of. Modesty forbids me to compare this book in impact to the seminal parenting work of Dr Spock of Star Trek fame, or in prose to the great Bard himself, but others have, so if the cap fits …*



Well, that should do it. If it needs padding out, bung in a few paragraphs from the last book – no one will notice. Right, I’m off to the pub.

With best wishes,

Dad

* Editor’s note: What I said was, ‘It’s not exactly Shakespeare, is it?’


A SPOTTER’S GUIDE TO DADS

THERE ARE ALL SORTS OF DADS WANDERING AROUND THE PLACE LOOKING VACANT AND BEWILDERED. THIS HANDY GUIDE WILL HELP YOU TO SEE WHAT STAGE THE PARTICULAR DAD YOU’RE OBSERVING IS AT.
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NEW DAD

Distinguishing features: Bags under eyes from not getting any sleep; permanently bewildered expression akin to First World War shell shock; general poor grooming due to lack of time.

Clothing: Unironed and covered in baby sick.

Accessories: Changing bag full of nappies, emergency bottles, Calpol and Red Bull; baby.

Natural environment: Mothercare, Boots, GPs’ surgeries.

Car sticker: ‘Baby on Board’.


DADSTAT

34 PER CENT OF NEW DADS HAVE POURED TEA ON THEIR CORNFLAKES INSTEAD OF MILK BY MISTAKE.
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‘COOL’ DAD

Distinguishing features: Dodgy, self-cut knock-off of the latest trendy haircut, a cross between a fox’s brush and a lavatory brush; general poor grooming due to lack of money.

Clothing: Charity shop mismatch to emphasize individuality.

Accessories: Maxed-out credit card; not quite the latest phone; two or three rather embarrassed kids.

Natural environment: Oxfam, HMV, Debt Management Service.

Car sticker: ‘Go Green’.

[image: Illustration]

OLD DAD

Distinguishing features: Haggard, ‘seen it all before’ look; forced grin fixed in place with toothpicks to prevent him breaking down in tears; general poor grooming due to lack of motivation.

Clothing: Anything from Primark; slippers.

Accessories: Children’s sports kits, school bags, violins, tubas, etc.; three or four ungrateful kids.

Natural environment: School halls, swimming pools, football touchlines.

Car sticker: ‘Dad’s Taxi’.


TOPICAL JOKE

New Dad: Can I have a squeezy toy for my new baby?

Assistant: Of course, sir.

New Dad: It’s a deal. I’ll just go and get him for you.
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TRENDY OLD DAD

Distinguishing features: Shaved head to cover up loss of hair; tattoo of Kylie on forearm; general poor grooming due to lack of self-awareness.

Clothing: The must-have jeans from two years ago; loud floral shirt; Cuban heels.

Accessories: Identity bracelet, nose stud; two or three hugely embarrassed kids.

Natural environment: Costa Coffee, Next, Glastonbury.

Car sticker: ‘My other car is a Harley’.
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VERY OLD DAD

Distinguishing features: Bitter expression of an old man who thought fatherhood would never snare him, but it has; general poor grooming due to lack of memory.

Clothing: Pyjama bottoms underneath M&S slacks; string vest under ‘comfort-fit’ shirt.

Accessories: False teeth, bus pass, list of children’s names in case he forgets; one confused child.

Natural environment: Library, British Legion, Darby and Joan club.

Car sticker: ‘The closer you get, the slower I go …’


STUPID NAMES DADS GIVE TO PETS

AS WE ALL KNOW, DAD THINKS HE’S GOT A GREAT SENSE OF HUMOUR. HE PRIDES HIMSELF ON BEING ABLE TO FIND A JOKE IN EVERYTHING, SO IT SHOULD COME AS NO SURPRISE THAT HE DEVELOPS HIS OWN ‘HILARIOUS’ NAMES FOR THE FAMILY PETS:

• Chairman Meow (cat)

• Michael (fish)

• David Peck’em (budgie)

• Dennis (… hopper, rabbit)

• Sir Tiffy (cat)

• Al Poochino (dog)

• Woody (stick insect)

• Tiny (‘my newt’)

• Walter Kitty (cat)

• Woofalo Bill (dog)
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At least the pets don’t have to listen to his awful jokes …


DAD’S GUIDE TO COLD CALLERS

THERE ARE FEW THINGS CALCULATED TO ANNOY DAD MORE THAN THOSE POOR CREATURES WHOSE JOB IT IS TO RING YOU UNSOLICITED AT HOME JUST AS YOU SIT DOWN TO YOUR TEA. YOUR TYPICAL MUM TAKES A NO-NONSENSE APPROACH TO THEM – SHE DOESN’T ANSWER THE PHONE AND LETS THE ANSWERPHONE TAKE THE STRAIN.

She has suggested to Dad many times that caller display would solve the problem and reduce Dad’s blood pressure. But caller display costs money, and Dad doesn’t like spending money; he can’t not answer because ‘it might be an important call’ and he can’t hang up straight away because ‘that would be rude.’ Therefore he has devised a series of elaborate tactics to deal with cold callers, all of which follow the opening: ‘Who’s calling?’
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DADSTAT

65 PER CENT OF DADS THINK THEY HAVE A POSH ‘TELEPHONE VOICE’.




TOPICAL JOKE

Caller: Is that Birmingham 348568?

Dad: No, it’s 348569.

Caller: Well, can you pop next door and tell them I’m on the phone?



‘I’LL JUST GET HIM FOR YOU’

This helpful reply is followed by Dad placing the receiver down next to the telephone and going back to doing whatever he was doing when the phone rang. If this was hoovering by the telephone, so much the better.

PROS: Very effective.

CONS: Ties up telephone for 15 minutes.

‘HE’S NOT IN, CAN I TAKE A MESSAGE?’

This used to work quite well, but cold callers are not stupid, and now go along with the pretence that you are not you and continue with the sales pitch anyway.

PROS: Polite, and also caters for the unlikely event that it’s something Dad is interested in, e.g. free pizza.

CONS: Can get very complicated if Dad does get interested and forgets he’s not supposed to be in, leading to putting on silly accents as ‘not Dad’ passes the phone to ‘Dad’.

‘THE PERSON YOU ARE CALLING IS NOT AVAILABLE. PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE AFTER THE TONE … BEEP!’

The human answerphone is Dad’s approach when he doesn’t want to pretend to be polite, or wants to practise his posh accent for his summons to see little Jimmy’s head teacher the following day.

PROS: Wrong-foots the cold caller, who is 99 per cent certain that he is speaking to a real person.

CONS: Can get embarrassing when Dad forgets what he’s doing and the cold caller calls his bluff and starts to leave a message, especially when the ‘answerphone’ says ‘hang on while I get a pen.’

‘I’M JUST PUTTING YOU ON HOLD.’

An ambitious variation on No. 1, this is one for Dramatic Dad (see here), who will now start singing or humming his own version of Muzak down the phone. A nice added touch is to stop every so often and say, ‘Your call is important to us … Dad will be with you as soon as possible.’

PROS: Appeals to Dads with more confidence than talent (i.e. most of them).

CONS: Can be very tiring to keep up if the cold caller doesn’t hang up.
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LAUGH WITH DAD
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Pupil: Tell us a joke about chemistry, sir.

Science teacher: I would, but all the best ones argon.

•
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Son: How much further is it to France, Dad?

Dad: Shut up and keep swimming.

•
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Customer: Do you sell fishcakes?

Fishmonger: Certainly, sir.

Customer: Oh, great, it’s my goldfish’s birthday today.

•
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Diner: Have you got frogs’ legs?

Waiter: No, sir, it’s just the way I walk.



LAUGH WITH DAD
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Mum: I think you only married me because my father left me a fortune.

Dad: That’s not true, I’d have married you whoever had left you a fortune.

•
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Son: Dad, did dinosaurs really live millions of years before man came along?

Dad: Yes, son.

Son: Then how come we know what they were called?

•
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What happened to the argumentative cannibal?

Something he disagreed with ate him.

•
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Dad: I’m fed up of looking after your guinea pig that you nagged us to get. How many times do you think it would have died if I hadn’t taken care of it?

Daughter: Once.


HOW GOOD ARE DADS AT REMEMBERING DATES?

THE FOLLOWING CHART SHOWS THE PERCENTAGE OF DADS WHO REMEMBER VARIOUS IMPORTANT EVENTS:
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