
  
  
  Sharpsburg/Monocacy: Jump Off to the North
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  THE BATTLE OF ANTIETAM


  (Sharpsburg)


  Fought between Major General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac and General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia on September 17, 1862, the Battle of Antietam was the single bloodiest day of the Civil War. Combined casualties approached 25,000—including some 3,700 dead. The battle was a tactical draw but a strategic victory for the Federals, who forced Lee to abandon his first invasion of the North. By bringing the war to the enemy, Lee had hoped to inspire peace sentiment in the North, rally recruits to his army, and—with luck—crush the Federals in a decisive battle.


  Meanwhile, the world watched. A number of European nations, particularly England, relied heavily on Southern cotton, and therefore were following the American Civil War with great interest. Confederate President Jefferson Davis hoped that a convincing Southern victory on Northern soil would bring recognition and support from the South’s trading partners overseas. Hoping to take advantage of disorganized Federal leadership in the wake of his victory in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), Lee launched his offensive on September 4. Meanwhile, Lincoln reluctantly replaced Major General John Pope with Major General George B. McClellan—who had been removed from command of the Army of the Potomac earlier that summer. As meek as ever, McClellan told his wife that he had again been called upon to save the nation. “I only consent to take it for my country’s sake and with the humble hope that God has called me to it,” the “Young Napoleon” wrote.


  Lee advanced to Frederick, Maryland, and dispatched General Thomas J. Jackson west to capture Harpers Ferry. But when the Southern commander discovered that a copy of his plans for the campaign (the famed “Special Orders No. 191”) had disappeared (a Union soldier found it, wrapped around three cigars and dropped in a vacated Confederate camp), however, he was suddenly forced to contemplate retreat. Instead, word of Jackson’s imminent return (after capturing Harpers Ferry and its entire 12,000-man Federal garrison) convinced him to fight. While Confederate units stalled Federal pursuit in the gaps of South Mountain, the balance of Lee’s infantry dug in between Antietam Creek and the town of Sharpsburg.


  With a huge advantage in numbers (roughly 75,000 versus 40,000), McClellan should have—with proper coordination and judicious use of his manpower—been able to overwhelm his foe. Instead, he fought with caution and withheld support troops when they were most needed. The battle opened in the early morning fog of September 17, when elements of Union Major General Joseph Hooker’s I Corps attacked Lee’s left flank, kicking off a morning of inconclusive, bloody back-and-forth struggle through a cornfield and heavy woods. Heavy musketry mowed down soldiers and cornstalks alike—to no apparent end.
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    Dead soldiers in the Hagerstown Road near a cornfield after the Battle of Antietam


  Meanwhile, Union General Edwin Sumner launched a poorly coordinated, two-division strike at the Confederate center, taking horrible casualties in the process. As a by-product of that misguided assault, Brigadier General William H. French found himself with some 5,700 Federals opposite a sunken road filled


  [image: chpt_fig_003]

    Map of the Battle of Antietam showing military positions on September 17, 1862


  with a bristling line of Southerners under Brigadier General D. H. Hill. Eager to break through and divide Lee’s army, French attacked. For some three hours, Hill’s division held its ground, as the field before them filled with dead Federals and their own cart-path turned into “Bloody Lane.” Lee sent a division to support Hill. Finally, a mix-up in the Rebel line presented the Yankees with an opening: “We pressed on,” a New York infantryman later wrote, “until we reached a ditch dug in the road in which the enemy lay in line, and the few who did not surrender did not live to tell the tale of their defeat.” Shooting down the exposed Confederates “like sheep in a pen,” the New Yorkers finally opened a gap in the Rebel lines. But neither Sumner nor McClellan chose to follow up, and the hole quickly closed.


  On the Union left, meanwhile, Ninth Corps Yankees under Major General Ambrose Burnside—the round-faced Rhode Islander whose side-whiskers would inspire the term “sideburns”—had been fighting since 10 a.m. to get across a narrow stone bridge to assail the Confederate right. Shortly after noon, McClellan—looking to break the stalemate on his right—passed word through Burnside that the bridge had to be carried at all costs. Brigadier General Samuel Sturgis assigned the job to a regiment of Pennsylvanians and one of New Yorkers, and later described the action that followed:
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    By the time Confederate soldiers crossed Burnside Bridge, the dramatic end of the bloodiest day in American history was approaching.



   They started on their mission of death full of enthusiasm, and, taking a route less exposed than the regiments (Second Maryland and Sixth New Hampshire) which had made the effort before them, rushed at a double-quick over the slope leading to the bridge and over the bridge itself, with an impetuosity which the enemy could not resist; and the Stars and Stripes were planted on the opposite bank at 1 o’clock p.m., amid the most enthusiastic cheering from every part of the field from where they could be seen.




  Having finally reached enemy ground, Burnside’s offensive lost its momentum as the Federals waited for ammunition to come up. By the time the blue lines reached the outskirts of Sharpsburg at around 3:30 p.m., Major General A. P. Hill’s 3,300 Confederates—arriving from Harpers Ferry—had reached the field to slow them. Here McClellan might have supported Burnside with reinforcements and won the day. But he did not, and the Federals paid the price. Burnside withdrew his corps back across the creek; exhaustion and the approach of dusk prevented further fighting.


  Few Civil War battles matched the fight at Sharpsburg for sheer viciousness. Even Clara Barton, who would later found the American Red Cross and who had seen her share of casualties, spoke with horror as she tended to the battle’s wounded: “War is a dreadful thing. Oh, my God, can’t this civil strife be brought to an end.”


  What might have—and should have—been a smashing Union victory ended instead in stalemate. While sickened Sharpsburg residents and soldiers began burying the dead, George McClellan sent only a small force in pursuit of General Lee’s retreating army. The Federals reached Blackford’s (or Boteler’s) Ford—east of Shepherdstown—on the morning of the 19th, hours after Lee’s tired troops had crossed. After a day of skirmishing, Union Major General Fitz John Porter’s Bluecoats drove off General William Pendleton’s small covering force. This inconsequential Federal pursuit ended, however, when A. P. Hill’s Rebel division counterattacked the next day. McClellan’s fate as an army commander was sealed; he hung on to his command until November, when President Lincoln relieved him in favor of Ambrose Burnside.
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    Lincoln met with General McClellan at Sharpsburg about two weeks after the battle.


  While Lincoln was unsatisfied with the battle’s result, Lee had been forced to retreat south and yield the battlefield to the Union—just enough positive news to compel the president to issue his Emancipation Proclamation. Scheduled to take effect on January 1, 1863, the proclamation added a moral impetus to the political struggle and spurred the recruitment of black soldiers for the first time. The roughly 180,000 black fighting men that subsequently joined Union forces gave Lincoln—and his generals—a powerful boost against Confederate armies shrinking by the day. Lincoln would later call the Emancipation Proclamation “the central act of my administration, and the greatest event of the nineteenth century.”


  

  THE BATTLE OF MONOCACY


  Little known or understood, the July 9, 1864, Battle of Monocacy bought precious time for the defenders of Washington, D.C., who were squarely in the sights of Confederate General Jubal Early.


  On June 18, Early bested Union General David Hunter’s Federals at Lynchburg, ending Hunter’s scorching drive through the upper Shenandoah Valley and sending him scampering into West Virginia. Jumping at the chance for an offensive, Early gathered some 14,000 Confederate troops and marched north, reaching Winchester on July 2. By now, Early had gotten the belated attention of the War Department and the eye of General Lew Wallace. Another of the Union’s political generals, Wallace had shown flashes of potential early in the war before slipping up while commanding a division at Shiloh. Banished to the Union’s little-known Middle Department, Wallace was operating out of Baltimore when Early approached. Hoping to at least slow Early’s advance, Wallace raced west and deployed his tiny force of some 2,300 men in a strong position behind the Monocacy River, southeast of Frederick. The timely arrival of James Ricketts’s division of the VI Corps—which Ulysses S. Grant had sent north from Petersburg—still left Wallace with, at most, 5,800 troops, and outnumbered three-to-one.


  On the morning of July 9, Early’s small army pushed through Frederick to find Wallace’s thin line of Federals.


  Early launched a total of five assaults at the Union position before Wallace pulled his men back toward Baltimore. Early’s quick victory, however, cost him a full day—a precious 24 hours that brought Grant’s XIX Corps reinforcements closer to the capital. He reached the northern outskirts of Washington’s defensive ring on July 11, just ahead of the returning Federal VI Corps, which began filling the all-but-empty trenches around Fort Stevens.


  In hindsight it seems unlikely that Early could have fought his way into Washington, even without the presence of Grant’s reinforcements. But Wallace—and
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  Plan of the Battle of Monocacy


  [image: chpt_fig_007]

  
  General Lew Wallace


  many others—believed his men had saved the capital. Even Grant, whose criticism of Wallace’s performance at Shiloh had all but ruined his subordinate’s career, tossed Wallace a few accolades in his memoirs, which were published shortly after his July 1885 death. Regarding Early’s withdrawal from Washington’s doorstep, Grant offered:


 
    There is no telling how much this result was contributed to by General Lew Wallace’s leading what might well be considered a forlorn hope. If Early had been but one day earlier he might have entered the capital before the arrival of the reinforcements I had sent. Whether the delay caused by the battle amounted to a day or not, General Wallace contributed on this occasion, by the defeat of the troops under him a greater benefit to the cause than often falls to the lot of a commander of an equal force to render by means of a victory.




  For Wallace—who in the years following the Civil War would write the best-selling novel, Ben-Hur, negotiate with an outlaw named Billy the Kid (both while governor of New Mexico Territory), and serve as U.S. consul to Turkey—such praise must have been highly satisfying.


  

  BALL’S BLUFF BATTLEFIELD AND NATIONAL CEMETERY


  The Battle of Ball’s Bluff might have been dismissed as just one more of the Union’s early-war beatings if it had not claimed the life of U.S. senator—and longtime friend of President Abraham Lincoln—Edward D. Baker.


  For the men in blue, the battle was especially ugly. Since the Confederate victory at Bull Run on July 21, there had been little movement in the east. Small bodies of Union and Confederate troops watched each other from their posts on either side of the Potomac River. In October, General George B. McClellan—then hard at work assembling the Army of the Potomac—suggested that Brigadier General Charles P. Stone undertake to dislodge Confederates posted at Leesburg, just west of the river. In the early-morning darkness of October 21, Stone sent three brigades (one under the command of Oregon senator Edward Baker) across the Potomac and up a muddy rise at a roughly equal force of Rebels under Brigadier General Shanks Evans.


  Supporting units entered the fray after sporadic opening shots, and the two sides exchanged fire into the afternoon. At about 4 p.m. a sharpshooter’s bullet ended Baker’s life; soon after, the Federal lines bent then broke, and panicked soldiers stumbled and slid back down Ball’s Bluff. Rebel pursuers wounded scores of foundering Yankees as they tried to ford the river. Hundreds of other Federals were captured. The battle changed nothing. Evans lost 33 Confederates killed and another 116 wounded or missing. Stone’s brigades were practically halved, with 49 Yankees killed, 158 wounded (including Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.), and more than 700 captured or missing.


  Slightly Out of the Way: Shepherdstown, West Virginia


  Once known as Mecklenburg, this West Virginia (formerly Virginia) town lent its name to the two-day clash
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    Map of the Battle of Ball’s Bluff


  that occurred just to its east, along the Potomac River, on September 19–20, 1862. Wounded victims of the Battle of Shepherdstown and its massive predecessor filled virtually every building in the area. At least 100 Confederates killed outside of Shepherdstown were buried in Elwood Cemetery, where some 300 Southerners—including Stonewall Jackson’s aide, Henry Kyd Douglas—now lay.


  Today, visitors can walk through the cemetery as part of a day spent in town, which has been named a Historic District in the National Register of Historic Places. Shepherdstown is also the home of the George Tyler Moore Center for the Study of the Civil War. Founded in 1993, the center is now located on German Street in the Conrad Shindler House, one of countless town buildings that served as makeshift hospitals following the Battle of Antietam. The house was purchased by actress Mary Tyler Moore and donated to then-Shepherd College in 1996, as a tribute to her father George Tyler Moore, a Civil War enthusiast. For information on the center and its programs, call (304) 876-5429.


  History enthusiasts will also want to visit the Historic Shepherdstown Museum, at the corner of Princess and East German Streets. Set in the restored Entler Hotel, a two-story brick holdover from the Civil War era, the museum boasts several rooms, a re-creation of a Victorian sitting room, a 1905 mail wagon, and a number of American Indian and Civil War artifacts and exhibits, among other items. The museum is open April through October. Admission is free. Further information about the museum and historic downtown Shepherdstown can be found at www.historicshepherdstown.com.


  
    HISTORIC SITES

  


  Antietam National Battlefield


  5831 Dunker Church Rd.


  Sharpsburg, MD


  (301) 432-5124


  www.nps.gov/anti


  Today, the serene landscape of Antietam National Battle-field looks much as it did when the battle began. In recent years, the park has reacquired about 2,000 acres of the battlefield’s original countryside, reforested its west and north woods, added some 8,000 feet of historically accurate fencing, and refurbished several of the park’s original structures. In addition to 2½ miles of new park trails and a renovated visitor center and museum, the park is now also home to the Pry House Field Hospital Museum, an extension of the National Museum of Civil War Medicine, in Frederick. General McClellan made the house the headquarters of his Union forces, which was visited by Abraham Lincoln two weeks after the battle. Facilities are wheelchair-accessible. Located off Route 65, the park is easily accessible from any direction.


  Antietam National Cemetery


  Antietam National Battlefield


  5831 Dunker Church Rd.


  Sharpsburg, MD


  (301) 432-5124


  www.nps.gov/anti


  The final resting place for 4,776 Union soldiers who were killed in the battles of Antietam, Monocacy, and in other nearby conflicts, Antietam National Cemetery is now one of the 130 cemeteries that make up the National Cemetery System. At the center of the cemetery stands a 44-foot, 7-inch granite statue of a Union infantryman, facing homeward to the north to commemorate the fallen soldiers.


  Ball’s Bluff Battlefield and National Cemetery


  Rte. 15 at Battlefield Parkway


  Leesburg, VA


  (703) 779-9372


  www.dhr.virginia.gov/historic-registers/253-5021


  Although Ball’s Bluff is located in Virginia, it’s just a quick drive down Route 15 from Frederick. Surrounded—much like Manassas Battlefield—by the trappings of the modern world (one must drive through a residential development to reach it), Ball’s Bluff Battlefield and National Cemetery is nevertheless nicely tucked away in dense woods. A ¾-mile walking path takes visitors from the parking lot to the edge of the steep bluff down which Union troops fled at battle’s end. Aside from the steep hill itself, the highlight of the battlefield is its National Cemetery, a neatly groomed, walled-in burial site containing 25 graves representing 54 of the battle’s victims. Only one of these men—James Allen of the 15th Massachusetts—has been identified. Admission is free.


  The Kennedy Farmhouse (John Brown Raid Headquarters)


  2406 Chestnut Grove Rd.


  Sharpsburg, MD


  www.johnbrown.org


  Located just 6 miles from Harpers Ferry, this small farm proved to be just what John Brown needed when he went house hunting in 1859. Under the alias “Isaac Smith,” Brown lived here with his followers as they prepared for their 1859 campaign to free slaves. With the help of federal funds and private donations, co-owner South Lynn spent some 20 painstaking years restoring the old farmhouse to its original appearance. Despite the historic significance of the building, which has been declared a National Historic Landmark, its maintenance and operation (still looked over by Mr. Lynn) depends on public support.


  Monocacy National Battlefield


  5201 Urbana Pike


  Frederick, MD


  (301) 662-3515


  www.nps.gov/mono


  The Monocacy National Battlefield Park opened a new 7,000-square-foot visitor center in 2007, transforming the occasionally overlooked park into a compelling experience for Civil War enthusiasts who want to explore the “battle that saved Washington.” In addition to the new exhibits and electronic maps, the park also opened four new walking trails, making acres of the historic grounds more accessible to the public. A self-guided driving tour follows the events of July 9, 1864. Admission is free.


  Mount Olivet Cemetery


  515 S. Market St.


  Frederick, MD


  (301) 662-1164


  www.mountolivetcemeteryinc.com


  Francis Scott Key, Barbara Fritchie, Maryland’s first governor, Thomas Johnson, and some 800 Union and Confederate soldiers lie in Mount Olivet Cemetery, which is open from dawn to dusk daily.


  National Museum of Civil War Medicine


  48 E. Patrick St.


  Frederick, MD


  (301) 695-1864


  www.civilwarmed.org


  The vastness of Civil War battlefields and the study of regiments, corps, and flanking movements can easily make one forget about war’s human cost. For that reason alone, the National Museum of Civil War Medicine is one of those places that everyone—not just Civil War enthusiasts—should visit. The museum, which opened in 1996, filled a huge void in the field, and has since added a satellite building (the Pry House Field Hospital Museum) on the Antietam Battlefield.


  Installed in 7,000 square feet of space on two floors are lifelike displays that tell the story of Civil War medicine. Boasting an unmatched collection of medical artifacts, they cover the role of the surgeon, from his own sparse training through the examination of recruits (usually superficial); the dangers of camp life (an exhibit that contains the war’s only known surviving surgeon’s tent); field-dressing and battle-field care; nursing; and a new exhibit on the embalming of the dead.


  The National Museum of Civil War Medicine is wheel-chair accessible. It also offers group tours, which take about 90 minutes and should be arranged in advance. The museum boasts a research room and a one-of-a-kind gift shop.


  Rose Hill Cemetery


  600 S. Potomac St.


  Hagerstown, MD


  (301) 739-3630


  www.rosehillcemeteryofhagerstown.org


  In the decade that followed the Civil War, some 2,000 Confederate soldiers killed at Antietam or South Mountain were reinterred here. Only 346 of the men were ever identified.


  South Mountain State Battlefield


  6620 Zittlestown Rd.


  Middletown, MD


  (301) 791-4656


  https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/pages/western/southmountainbattlefield.aspx


  Part of the South Mountain Recreation Area, the site of the September 14, 1862, Battle of South Mountain is now maintained and operated by the nonprofit group Friends of South Mountain State Battlefield. Only the key sections of the park—Turner’s Gap, Fox’s Gap, and Crampton’s Gap—currently feature roadside markers, interpretive signage, or monuments. But with some financial assistance, the group hopes to add museums at the north and south ends of the battlefield.


  
    ACCOMMODATIONS

  


  Hill House Bed & Breakfast $$$–$$$$


  12 W. Third St.


  Frederick, MD


  (301) 682-4111


  This circa-1870 restored Victorian town house is a great place to stay if you’re looking for easy access to downtown Frederick’s antiques shops and historical sites. The impeccably restored inn boasts four guest rooms furnished with original art, antiques, and period accents like four-poster and canopy beds. Guests also enjoy private bathrooms and a full southern Maryland breakfast each morning.


  Hollerstown Hill $$$


  4 Clarke Place


  Frederick, MD


  (301) 228-3630


  www.hollerstownhill.com


  Staying at Hollerstown Hill is much like staying in a doll-house. Tucked away in a quiet Frederick neighborhood, the circa-1900 Victorian even boasts its own collection of antique dolls, tastefully displayed around the house in the company of other period antiques. There are four large guest rooms, each with wireless Internet, private bath, and one with its own private porch. After a busy day of sightseeing, you can wage battles of your own in a game room stocked with board games, a pool table, and even a Civil War chess set.


  The Inn at Antietam Bed and Breakfast $$$–$$$$


  220 E. Main St.


  Sharpsburg, MD


  (301) 432-6601


  www.innatantietam.com


  Few people get the chance to sleep in such comfort on a Civil War battle site, especially one as important as Antietam National Battlefield. But that’s just what the Inn at Antietam Bed and Breakfast offers in five distinct suites that range in price and degree of luxury. Each suite features central air-conditioning, private baths, and old-time comfort. Others (such as the General Burnside Smokehouse Suite) also offer a fireplace, wet bar, and TV/VCR. Common areas include a small library, a parlor (with a baby grand piano), a solarium, and a wraparound porch from which residents can take in the area’s unmatched scenery.


  Inn at Buckeystown $$$–$$$$


  3521 Buckeystown Pike


  Buckeystown, MD


  (301) 874-5755


  Just south of Monocacy, this award-winning inn offers a central location from which to explore Antietam, Frederick, Harpers Ferry, and northern Virginia. Built in 1897, the historic mansion was converted to a luxurious five-bedroom guest-house in 1981. In the rooms, you’ll find sparkling chandeliers (and even working fireplaces in three of the rooms), plus glorious gardens and a wraparound porch that’s perfect for savoring a glass of wine (it’s strictly bring-your-own-bottle, so be sure to stop by a local winery on your way). For a late-afternoon pick-me-up, the inn also offers a delightful high tea service.


  Jacob Rohrbach Inn $$$–$$$$


  138 W. Main St.


  Sharpsburg, MD


  (301) 432-5079


  (877) 839-4242


  www.jacob-rohrbach-inn.com


  The Jacob Rohrbach Inn is a historical treasure, built more than 50 years before the outbreak of the Civil War. The five-bedroom inn lies within walking distance of the battlefield park and even stocks bicycles for guests who wish to explore the park on two wheels. Before you set out for the day, feast on a delicious multicourse breakfast, prepared with herbs and produce grown on the property. Although the house itself is more than 200 years old, it boasts a full suite of modern amenities like wireless Internet and cable TV, and owners Joanne and Paul Breitenbach are eager to assist with historical information, along with recommendations for sightseeing and entertainment.


  Thomas Shepherd Inn $$$–$$$$


  300 W. German St.


  Shepherdstown, WV


  (304) 876-3715


  www.thomasshepherdinn.com


  Those who take the quick 4-mile drive from Sharpsburg to Shepherdstown will find comfortable accommodations at the Thomas Shepherd Inn, which happens to be the only bed-and-breakfast in town. Built in 1868, the Federal-style inn is one of the few buildings in town that was not used as a hospital following the Battle of Antietam.


  Located at the end of Shepherdstown’s main thoroughfare, the Thomas Shepherd Inn offers convenience (within walking distance of everything in town, and driving distance of Harpers Ferry, etc.), comfort (six delightful, air-conditioned rooms, private baths), friendly service (homemade breakfast served each morning, etc.), and—considering that owners Jim Ford and Jeanne Muir have Shepherdstown’s B&B market cornered—surprisingly reasonable prices.


  
    RESTAURANTS

  


  Blue Moon Café $$


  200 E. High St.


  Shepherdstown, WV


  (304) 876-1920


  www.bluemooncafeshepherdstown.com


  The Blue Moon menu boasts just about every American staple one can imagine, including gourmet pizzas, fine dinners, hearty sandwiches and salads, and vegetarian meals. You’ll take a trip around the globe just by perusing the menu: vegan chickpea curry is listed on the same page as “Jessie’s Meato Escondido,” a roast beef sandwich topped with feta cheese, fresh spinach, onions, and cucumbers, served on ciabatta bread slathered with herbed cream cheese. The casual environment is just as diverse, with seating in three different dining rooms and outside along the water.


  Cacique $$


  26 N. Market St.


  Frederick, MD


  (301) 695-2756


  www.caciquefrederick.com


  You might not think that Frederick would be a hotbed for haute cuisine, but the town has practically become a suburb of Washington, D.C., and it’s attracted its share of residents with sophisticated palates. At Cacique, Spanish and Mexican cuisine sit side by side—a cultural faux pas, perhaps, but diners give a thumb’s-up to Spanish dishes like paella or mussels prepared in Andalucian fashion, as well as traditional Mexican cuisine.


  Captain Bender’s Tavern $$


  111 E. Main St.


  Sharpsburg, MD


  (301) 432-5813


  www.captainbenderstavern.com


  Captain Bender’s is a great local gathering place. It’s named for Raleigh Bender, a boatsman on the C&O Canal in the nineteenth century, who also managed a tavern on the site of his modern-day namesake. You can always count on a cold beer, a thick burger, or a generous salad, plus an assortment of panini and pizzas. The restaurant even appeals to heartier appetites with the “death dog,” a foot-long hot dog topped with chili, cheese, diced onion, and sour cream.


  Monocacy Crossing $$$


  4424A Urbana Pike


  Frederick, MD


  (301) 846-4204


  www.monocacycrossing.com


  If you feel like dining off the beaten path, you won’t be disappointed with Monocacy Crossing. One of Frederick’s top-rated restaurants, it delivers with fantastic food, attentive service, a well-thought-out wine list, and a gorgeous setting. Seafood creations like steamed mussels and clam chowder are fresh and perfectly seasoned, or sample the season’s bounty with creations like the Eggplant Napoleon, with layers of fried slices of eggplant, roasted peppers, zucchini, and mushrooms, topped with marinara sauce. On a pleasant day, sit on the outdoor patio to dine alfresco.


  The Tasting Room $$$


  101 N. Market St.


  Frederick, MD


  (240) 379-7772


  www.tastetr.com


  As Frederick’s first wine bar, The Tasting Room touts the most extensive, diverse wine list in Frederick—and in most of the D.C. exurbs—along with chic decor that’s clearly designed with the young professional set in mind. Located on the corner of Church and Market Streets in downtown Frederick’s restaurant district, the stylish restaurant and its patrons look like they’d feel right at home in Manhattan. (Even if you don’t dine here, you can peer inside through its floor-to-ceiling windows.) Cosmopolitan flavors also take center stage on the menu prepared by chef and owner Michael Tauraso. Select from starters like Greek lamb, bruschetta, or tuna crudo with sesame-lime dressing, then go for a sophisticated entree like the Kobe-style Berkshire pork loin, crusted with a blend of coriander and pepper, or local rockfish.




  

  Harpers Ferry/Winchester: Into the Valley
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  HARPERS FERRY


  “Harpers Ferry,” Indiana corporal Edmund Brown wrote after the war, “was a fitting place to begin an advance against the rebellion.”


  There was no doubting the area’s strategic importance, located as it was on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad line at the gateway to the vital Shenandoah Valley—a natural north-south invasion route packed with forage for man and beast. It was a town worth fighting for, even after Confederate soldiers burned its Federal arsenal and armory and dragged off its valuable gun-making machinery early in the Civil War. The town would change hands at least eight times before Major General Philip Sheridan finally secured it for the Union in 1864. By then, its once-vital armory was a blackened brick shell of its former self—almost, but not quite, lost to history.


  Until October 1859, this small town located at the confluence of the Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers was known simply as the home of the historic, old arsenal, and for the stunning natural beauty that surrounded it. By then, “the Hole,” as the site was first known, had its first European residents and its namesake business—a ferry service across the Potomac operated by Philadelphian Robert Harper. Authorized by President George Washington, the Harpers Ferry Arsenal opened in 1801, joining the U.S. Armory at Springfield, Massachusetts, in producing arms for the young American military. In 60 years of production, Harpers Ferry machinery turned out some 600,000 guns—including the Model 1803 flintlock and the Model 1841 percussion rifle, the nation’s first. Meanwhile, sectionalism and the slavery issue tore at the United States until a grim, old Westerner marched east to transform a town and a nation.


  A cold mist swirled through Harpers Ferry in the evening darkness of October 16, 1859. Outside the brick buildings of the U.S. Armory, a lone sentry named Daniel Whelan paced, unaware that revolution was unfolding in the flickering blackness around him.


  In the blink of an eye, it seemed, a motley group of armed men had surrounded the startled Whelan, taken him prisoner, and forced their way into the Federal compound he guarded. Whelan listened in stunned silence as the gray-bearded leader of his assailants stepped forward and announced his presence before his god.


  “I come here from Kansas,” John Brown declared, “and this is a slave state; I have possession of the United States armory, and if the citizens interfere with me, I must only burn the town and have blood.”


  Thus began Kansas abolitionist John Brown’s first step in his mission to free America’s slaves. Harpers Ferry would thenceforth forever be linked—depending on one’s viewpoint—with violent abolitionist extremism or with the American slave’s fight for freedom.


  Brown’s long-planned assault on slavery was doomed almost from the start. Leading an invasion force of just 21 men, Brown had pinned his hopes for reinforcement on slaves and free blacks in the area. His raid was to be the spark that ignited a massive slave rebellion and brought about the end of the “peculiar institution.” Having armed his new recruits from his own arms stores, Brown would lead them into surrounding hills to begin a guerrilla war.


  None of this would happen, a fact that grizzled old “Osawatomie Brown” may have recognized after two of his minions shot and mortally wounded Shepherd Hayward—a free black employed by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Hayward, who, out of curiosity, had stepped off a B&O train as it stopped on the edge of town, was shot in the back as he tried to avoid two armed strangers in the early-morning darkness of October 17.


  Very little else went right for Brown’s “Army of Liberation.” Men dispatched to spread word of the operation and recruit volunteers returned with just a handful of mostly reluctant and confused slaves and their masters, now Brown’s prisoners. The sun slowly rose as Brown waited in vain for the legions of black volunteers to appear, and as word of the raid spread. By early morning, hundreds of irate Virginians had converged on the village, guns in hand, eager to deal with the hated abolitionist invaders. Gunfire erupted; three locals fell dead, along with eight of Brown’s men. Brown—now more or less trapped in the arsenal’s engine room—tried unsuccessfully to negotiate for passage out of town in exchange for his hostages. No one was listening.
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    Map of Harpers Ferry illustrating its strategic importance on the Potomac River


  At dawn on October 18, Lieutenant J. E. B. Stuart delivered to Brown a surrender request from his superior, Colonel Robert E. Lee, who had reached the site during the night with a contingent of U.S. Marines. Brown refused; marines subsequently rushed the engine house, knocked down its doors, and captured what was left of Brown’s army. A handful of marines were wounded during the struggle, as was the elder Brown. One of Brown’s sons was dead; a second was mortally wounded.


  In a November 23 letter to a Reverend McFarland, Brown wrote:



   Christ told me to remember them that were in bonds as bound with them, to do towards them as I would wish them to do towards me in similar circumstances. My conscience bade me do that. I tried to do it, but failed. Therefore I have no regret on that score. I have no sorrow either as to the result, only for my poor wife and children. They have suffered much, and it is hard to leave them uncared for. But God will be a husband to the widow and a father to the fatherless.




  After a whirlwind trial through which the injured defendant remained prone on a cot, Brown was convicted of treason and murder, and was sentenced to hang.


  On December 2, 1859, John Brown rode to his death sitting atop his own coffin in the back of a wagon. A brand new gallows—surrounded by 800 armed men, reporters, and curious eyewitnesses—awaited him. Without fear or apprehension, Brown mounted the gallows, and, a few minutes later, dropped to his death.
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    John Brown walks to his death.


  The approach of the Civil War magnified Harpers Ferry’s importance—and its vulnerability. Dominated by high ground on three sides, it was practically indefensible.


  On April 17, 1861—just three days into the war—an approaching force of Virginia militia and volunteers compelled Lieutenant Roger Jones to set the armory afire and evacuate his tiny Federal garrison. Southern troops arrived too late to claim some 15,000 rifles from the flames, but they managed to save the machinery that turned the guns out. This they shipped to Richmond, where it was soon put to use arming Confederates.


  Harpers Ferry was back in Federal hands in September 1862, when Confederate general Robert E. Lee launched his first invasion of the North. Looking to open a supply route through the Shenandoah Valley, Lee sent Stonewall Jackson west to remove the one impediment to his plan—a Yankee garrison at Harpers Ferry, now 12,500 men strong. Charged with holding the town to the last extremity was 58-year-old Union colonel Dixon Miles, a gray-bearded, elderly looking, army lifer whom events would soon prove had been caught in the wrong place at the wrong time.


  [image: chpt_fig_012]

    Colonel Dixon Miles


  Jackson—who had spent the summer defeating Union armies throughout the Shenandoah Valley—sent one column under General John Walker to take Loudoun Heights, and another under General Lafayette McLaws to deal with Federal defenders on Maryland Heights. Jackson would complete the encirclement by occupying Bolivar Heights, in the arsenal’s rear.


  The issue was only briefly in doubt. Walker quickly accomplished his task. McLaws’s Confederates somehow managed to haul cannon and ammunition up Maryland Heights, where, on the morning of September 14, they faced off against Colonel Thomas Ford’s 1,600 Bluecoats. Ford’s artillerists held their own against McLaws’s gunners, but his green infantry—many of whom had not yet mastered even the basics of soldiering—soon broke before the hardened Rebels. The shaken Union soldiers raced back over the Potomac and into town, ceding the heights—and, unwittingly, victory—to Jackson.


  Jackson’s forces opened fire and quickly forced a Union surrender. Some 1,300 Union cavalrymen managed to escape the trap, but Jackson captured everyone and everything else, including 13,000 rifles and 70 cannon. Jackson’s hard-driving foot soldiers impressed their captives: “They were silent as ghosts,” one Yankee recalled, “ruthless and rushing in their speed; ragged, earth colored, disheveled and devilish, as tho’ they were keen on the scent of the hot blood that was already streaming up from the opening struggle at Antietam, and thirsting for it.”


  The town changed hands several times prior to the summer of 1864, when Union major general Philip Sheridan finally secured the Shenandoah Valley for the Union. But by then the once-prized arsenal and armory was little more than burned-out brick and mortar, valueless, save for posterity.


  

  WINCHESTER, VA


  For the residents of Winchester, Virginia, any day that passed without the rattle of muskets or the thundering hoofbeats of passing cavalry was a gift. Laid out at the northern end of the Shenandoah Valley, it stood in the way of Union and Confederate armies traveling up or down the Valley Pike, or rumbling off on one of the several other roadways that passed through town. It was also home to a Baltimore and Ohio Railroad terminal. Due to its importance as a transportation hub, this small town of 4,500 changed hands more than seventy times in four years of war, and witnessed three significant Civil War battles. It was the seat of hearty Confederate support, especially after Stonewall Jackson made the town the headquarters of his Shenandoah Valley District in November 1861.


  In the spring of 1862, George McClellan’s Army of the Potomac trudged slowly up the Virginia Peninsula, moving inexorably toward the Confederate capital of Richmond. While Albert Sidney Johnston and then Robert E. Lee dealt with McClellan, Stonewall Jackson was left to prevent Union forces in the Shenandoah Valley from slipping west to reinforce the Yankee commander. After chasing John C. Fremont out of the valley, Jackson moved north in pursuit of Nathaniel Banks’s Union army. On May 23, Jackson’s men overran a small Federal force at Front Royal; two days later, Jackson assaulted Banks’s army in the hills south of Winchester. Withstanding fierce resistance and devastating Federal artillery fire, Jackson sent Banks’s army retreating through the town and north across the Potomac.


  Even worse results befell Union major general Robert H. Milroy a year later, during Lee’s second invasion of the North. Dismissing reports of Lee’s rapid advance, Milroy waited until his garrison at Winchester was almost completely encircled. By the time he ordered a withdrawal, Richard Ewell’s Corps was on hand to cut off his retreat and sweep up prisoners.


  Confederate forces in the Shenandoah Valley continued to plague the Union until August 1864, when Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant—now in overall command of Union armies—sent Major General Philip Sheridan to eliminate the problem. Sheridan was a born fighter—aggressive and opportunistic—and he hustled his 40,000-man Army of the Shenandoah into the valley in pursuit of General Jubal Early’s audacious little Army of the Valley, which had threatened Washington a few weeks earlier. On September 19, Sheridan’s 37,000 Federals attacked Early’s 17,000, dug-in troops east of Winchester, slamming into the Confederate center and Early’s left. After an afternoon of fighting, Union cavalry from the north and infantry from the east forced Early into retreating south down the pike to Strasburg. After losing again to Sheridan two days later at Fisher’s Hill, Early—and the Confederates—were all but finished in the valley.
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    Sheridan after the Battle of Winchester, September 1864


  
    HISTORIC SITES

  


  Harpers Ferry National Historical Park


  171 Shoreline Dr.


  Harpers Ferry, WV


  (304) 535-6029


  www.nps.gov/hafe


  Visiting Harpers Ferry today is like taking a step back in time; it is a place that every American should see. Only the small engine house building in which John Brown made his last stand in 1859 (now known as John Brown’s Fort) remains from the old arsenal.


  Little sign remains of the army garrisons (usually Union) that were once stationed here, first to protect the arsenal and then to protect the Ohio and Baltimore Railroad that ran through town. But despite what has been lost, the town (only part of which is owned by the National Park Service) remains very much a 19th-century settlement. A house built by Robert Harper, who established a ferry service here in 1761, still stands in the lower town. Antiques and gift shops and restaurants line the quaint streets, along with historic buildings and museums. Depending on the season, costumed interpreters are on hand for demonstrations and to answer questions.


  Visitors should begin their visit at the Cavalier Heights Visitor Center (which houses a small gift shop and restroom facilities), where they can park and board buses into town. The buses are wheelchair-accessible and leave every 15 minutes. Book hounds will want to stop by the Park’s Bookshop on Shenandoah Street, in the lower part of town. At nearly 3,800 beautiful acres—unhindered by the urban sprawl that threatens other parks—Harpers Ferry National Historical Park also features a number of beautiful hiking trails through the hills above town; maps for these can be found online and at the visitor center. The park also contains a library and research room, which is open by appointment.


  Jefferson County Museum


  200 E. Washington St.


  Charles Town, WV


  (304) 725-8628


  jeffcomuseumwv.org


  Jefferson County is proud of its Civil War heritage, and with good reason. While still part of Virginia, the county provided more troops to the Confederate cause than any other locality except for Richmond. Despite its Southern sympathies, Charles Town was also the hometown of Martin Delany, the highest-ranking African-American officer during the Civil War. The museum’s most prized Civil War relic is the flag that once flew with J. E. B. Stuart’s Horse Artillery. The museum is open Apr through Nov.


  John Brown Gallows Site


  515 S. Samuel St.


  Charles Town, WV


  Under the sunny, late-morning sky of December 2, 1859, a crowd of reporters, curious onlookers, and soldiers gathered in a field to witness the final moments of John Brown—the Kansas abolitionist whose raid on Harpers Ferry had further polarized a nation. Today, a private home occupies the ground on which Brown went to the gallows. But although only a historical marker outside that property remains to explain what took place on the site, it remains a solemn place worth visiting. The Jefferson County Courthouse, where Brown was tried, is also located close by.


  John Brown Wax Museum


  168 High St.


  Harpers Ferry, WV


  (304) 535-6342


  www.johnbrownwaxmuseum.com


  It’s hard to miss the John Brown Wax Museum, and visitors to the town definitely should not. The museum’s wax figures of Brown, his followers, and the marines sent in to arrest them are eerily human, especially considering how near Brown’s party once was to this site. The museum is open from mid-Mar through mid-Dec.


  
    WINCHESTER AREA ATTRACTIONS

  


  Civil War Orientation Center


  1400 S. Pleasant Valley Rd.


  Winchester, VA


  (540) 542-1326


  https://visitwinchesterva.com/locations/civil-war-orientation-center-1


  If you’re planning to explore the Civil War sites of the Shenandoah Valley, this Orientation Center and interactive Web site will help you plan your route. Visit online at home to gather information and ideas, and then stop by the Orientation Center as you start your journey.


  Fort Collier Civil War Center


  922 Martinsburg Pike


  Winchester, VA


  (540) 662-2281


  www.fortcollier.com


  In 1861, Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston ordered the construction of a series of defensive earthworks around Winchester, at the northern end of the Shenandoah Valley. For three years they remained unused, until September 19, 1864, when hundreds of Union cavalrymen stormed the Confederate-filled works north of town, all but ending the Third Battle of Winchester. These fortifications—known as Fort Collier—remain a sight to see. The site is open dawn to dusk.


  Kernstown Battlefield


  610 Battle Park Dr.


 Winchester, VA


  (540) 450-7835


  www.kernstownbattle.org


  Now a registered National Historical Landmark, this site of two Civil War clashes (in 1862 and 1864) is now being looked after by the Kernstown Battlefield Association. Ongoing preservation efforts have led to the purchase of more than 300 acres of the battle area and the addition of road markers and interpretive signage. A small visitor center is open on weekends from May through Oct. Admission is free.


  Museum of the Shenandoah Valley


  901 Amherst St.


 Winchester, VA


  (888) 556-5799


  www.themsv.org


  This beautiful new $20 million museum opened in 2005 to tell the story of the culture and history of the Shenandoah Valley. While the Civil War isn’t a primary focal point of the curriculum, it’s worth a visit for anyone who’s planning to explore the region in-depth. Admission varies depending on which tours you take.


  Shenandoah Valley Civil War Museum


  20 N. Loudoun St.


  Winchester, VA


  (540) 542-1145


  www.shenandoahatwar.org/civil-war-museum


  Built in 1840 and used as a hospital and prison during the Civil War, this building served Frederick County until 1995; in 2003 it reopened to the public as a small but interesting museum with exhibits that feature some 3,000 objects. Located in the heart of Winchester’s Old Town Walking Mall, it is definitely worth a look.


  Stonewall Jackson’s Headquarters Museum


  415 N. Braddock St.


  Winchester, VA


  540) 667-5505


  https://winchesterhistory.org/stonewall-jacksons-headquarters


  This is another valley must-see, especially for fans of Stonewall Jackson. Lieutenant Colonel Lewis T. Moore of the 4th Virginia Infantry owned this house, which he loaned to General Jackson for use as a headquarters during the winter of 1861–1862. Maintained today by the Winchester-Frederick County Historical Society, the museum presents Jackson’s office almost exactly as he left it. Many of Jackson’s personal belongings—including his personal prayer table and prayer book—are on display.


  Museum is open Apr through Oct. Visitors can buy a block ticket good for admission to the Jackson Museum along with the Abram’s Delight Museum and George Washington’s Office Museum.


   
    TOURS

  


  Harpers Ferry Ghost Tours


  100 Church St.


  Harpers Ferry, WV


  (732) 801-0381


  www.harpersferryghost.20m.com


  With so much history afoot in Harpers Ferry, you can expect to hear a good ghost story or two. This guided walking tour is offered nightly from Apr to Oct and by reservation Mon to Sat from Nov to Mar. Tours begin at the O' Be Joyfull Center in Harpers Ferry.


  Winchester Walking Tours


  1400 S. Pleasant Valley Rd.


 Winchester, VA


  (540) 542-1326


  www.visitwinchesterva.com


  Stop by the Winchester Visitor Center to pick up a copy of a guide to Winchester’s Civil War history, outlined in an easy-to-follow self-guided walking tour.


  
    ACCOMMODATIONS

  


  The Angler’s Inn $$–$$$$


  867 W. Washington St.


  Harpers Ferry, WV


  (304) 535-1239


  www.theanglersinn.com


  There’s no doubt that The Angler’s Inn was designed with fishermen in mind, and with good reason. Harpers Ferry is located at the confluence of the Potomac and the Shenandoah Rivers, home to some of the best smallmouth bass and trout fishing in the country. But even if you’re sticking to dry land, the inn is an excellent choice for an overnight or weekend stay. Located less than a mile from the national park, this 1880 guesthouse is a favorite among travelers. There are four beautiful guest rooms, each with private sitting room and private bath. Its wraparound porch is perfect for reading and for savoring complimentary cookies and soda. Another draw: one of the best breakfasts you’ll ever taste, featuring entrees like omelets cooked to order, luscious waffles, and spiced bacon.


  Fuller House Inn $$$$


  220 W. Boscawen St.


 Winchester, VA


  (304) 703-9822


  www.fullerhouseva.com


  “Location is our specialty,” innkeeper Debra Johnson says of the Fuller House Inn, speaking of the downtown Winchester location of this charming inn, constructed in 1780. There are two rooms in the main house, outfitted with DVD players, refrigerators, and private baths, and guests enjoy complimentary wine and cheese and a delectable room service breakfast every morning. For extended stays, the Fuller House can also connect you with three additional properties: an 1854 Carriage House, a historic pre–Civil War house, or a downtown apartment.


  The George Washington,


  A Wyndham Grand Hotel $$$–$$$$


  103 E. Piccadilly St.


  Winchester, VA


  (540) 431-2498


  www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham-grand/winchester-virginia/the-george-washington-a-wyndham-grand-hotel/overview


  Wyndham Hotels took over the management of this vintage 1924 grand hotel and completed an extensive renovation in 2008. The result: a stunning 90-room historic hotel loaded with modern conveniences and genteel service befitting its elegant setting. On the premises, there’s a unique Roman-bath-inspired indoor swimming pool and a popular restaurant, The Dancing Goat, featuring an open kitchen and outdoor dining in season.


  The Herds Inn $$$–$$$$


  688 Shady Elm Rd.


 Winchester, VA


  (540) 323-1472


  www.theherdsinn.com


  The Herds Inn stands out among the appealing B&Bs in this region, and with good reason. It’s a working dairy farm that serves up a one-of-a-kind rural experience. Guests check in to a hand-built log home and watch (and join in, if they wish) the day-to-day farm activities. There’s no shortage of activity; the farm is home to sheep, buffalo, goat, peacocks, chickens, turkeys, rabbits, dogs, and, of course, cows—and they’re eager to interact with guests. The inn accepts only one party at a time and offers a perfect setup for families.


  The Inn at Vaucluse Spring $$$$


  231 Vaucluse Spring Lane


  Stephens City, VA


  (540) 869-0200


  (800) 869-0525


  www.vauclusespring.com


  The Inn at Vaucluse Spring is not your typical B&B. It’s a fifteen-room B&B complex, spread across a hundred rolling acres near a limestone spring. Six guesthouses make up the property, voted one of the region’s most romantic inns by Washingtonian magazine, and there’s really something for everyone. Discerning travelers can luxuriate in an elegant manor house, while outdoors enthusiasts will feel right at home in a cozy log house dating to the 1850s. The rooms and houses come equipped with fireplaces, Jacuzzi tubs, porches, rocking chairs, and common areas perfect for savoring a glass of wine or curling up with a good book.


  
    RESTAURANTS

  


  The Anvil Restaurant $$


  1290 W. Washington St.


  Harpers Ferry, WV


  (304) 535-2582


  www.anvilrestaurant.com


  Longtime visitors to Harpers Ferry and residents of the area can tell you all about the Anvil. It’s a local institution, known for its fresh seafood (including West Virginia’s celebrated trout), plus pastas, pizzas, and satisfying salad. The atmosphere is comfortable and casual, perhaps even a bit rustic, with an inviting outdoor patio that’s perfect for relaxing after a busy day on the Civil War trail.


  Cork Street Tavern $$


  8 W. Cork St.


  Winchester, VA


  (540) 667-3777


  www.corkstreettavern.com


  This no-frills Old Town Winchester eatery is housed in an 1830s building that survived heavy shelling during the Civil War as the city was passed back and forth between Union and Confederate command. Locals and visitors gather here for barbecued ribs (considered the best in the Shenandoah Valley), along with tangy barbecued pork sandwiches and Reubens.


  Village Square Restaurant $$$


  103 N. Loudoun St.


  Winchester, VA


  (540) 667-8961


  www.villagesquarerestaurant.com


  At Village Square, chef Daniel Kalber shows his eye for fresh and local cuisine. On the menu, you’ll find interesting new interpretations of classic creations like diver scallops Oscar with lump crab meat and couscous pilaf, or tequila-lime marinated duck breast with wild rice chiles rellenos and roasted corn salsa. The restaurant forms part of downtown Winchester’s dining and entertainment strip.


  Violino Ristorante Italiano $$$


  181 N. Loudoun St.


 Winchester, VA


  (540) 667-8006


  www.violinoristorante.com


  Violino has staked out a position in the minds (and stomachs!) of Winchester-area residents and visitors for good Italian food, good Italian wine, and warm Italian hospitality. If you’re lucky, you might even catch chef and owner Franco Stocco emerging from the kitchen to belt a classic aria. While regulars love the family atmosphere, first-timers are usually here for the food—and they won’t be disappointed. Try the classic Italian fare or sample Stocco’s original creations like the Ravioli della Nonna Emilia, filled with Swiss chard and fresh goat ricotta cheese, served in a walnut sauce; a baked portobello topped with mushroom, Parmesan, and rosemary puree; or a savory rib eye prepared in a Barolo wine reduction and served with roasted potatoes.




  

  New Market/Staunton: The Central Valley


   
  [image: chpt_fig_014]

   

  Discussions of the May 15, 1864, Battle of New Market often begin and end with colorful talk of the charge of the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) Corps of Cadets, which Confederate general John C. Breckinridge had called into service and sent into battle with great reluctance. It was an electrifying moment, at a crucial time of the battle. Even Union soldiers spoke with admiration of the young, gray-coated youths’ disciplined advance into galling Federal fire. Spectacle aside, the stout performance of the young cadets helped seal a Confederate victory of great strategic importance, one that bought time and resources for Robert E. Lee’s hard-pressed Army of Northern Virginia.
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    General Ulysses S. Grant


  By the spring of 1864, Union armies had been trying unsuccessfully for more than two years to wrest control of the Shenandoah Valley from the Confederacy. Now President Abraham Lincoln had given command of Union armies to Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, who came east armed with a plan to end the war. His strategy called for a general advance by all Union armies. In the East, Grant would carry the brunt of the offensive against Lee in central Virginia, while


  Benjamin Butler marched up the James River and Franz Sigel—hopefully—took control of the troublesome valley. Sigel, whose military résumé was dotted with failures, was a courageous fighter but a poor general. His embarrassing flight from Wilson’s Creek in 1861 had cost many Union lives and sealed a Confederate victory in the war’s first major battle in the west. But politicking and his popularity with the Union’s thousands of German soldiers had kept him in uniform for three years, and now Grant had reluctantly assigned him a job no other Yankee general had been able to do.


  Dogged by John Mosby’s Confederate raiders, Sigel showed little urgency as he moved his 6,500 men south up the valley, prompting in his non-German-speaking troops “the most supreme contempt for General Sigel and his crowd of foreign adventurers.” Marching north to meet him was a patched-together force under Major General John C. Breckinridge, a 43-year-old Kentuckian with a square jaw and sweeping mustache. Breckinridge lacked the formal military credentials of his Federal counterpart; he had had just a smattering of military experience during the Mexican War. But he was a capable, intelligent leader; by 1861 he had already been elected James Buchanan’s vice president and served in the U.S. Senate. He was no Sigel. One aide (who happened to be the son of U.S. senator Henry Clay) called the general “the truest, greatest man I was ever thrown in contact with.”


  It was Breckinridge’s job to protect Southern communications and transportation in the valley, while guarding the left flank of Robert E. Lee’s army, now locked in mortal combat to the east with Grant’s persistent Federals. That meant keeping Sigel—and any other Union force—from crossing the valley into the Blue Ridge gaps to north-central Virginia. The best way to do that, Breckinridge wisely reasoned, was to attack.


  Early on May 15, Breckinridge reached the outskirts of New Market with a force of perhaps 5,000 men, including cavalry and 222 VMI cadets. After exchanging artillery fire with a few Union guns, Breckinridge pushed his two infantry brigades toward a thin Yankee line running west from the Valley Pike, north of town. The Federals were already falling back to a second position around noon when Sigel—who had been sending units up the pike piecemeal throughout the morning—finally reached the battlefield from Woodstock, 20 miles to the north. Even now his small army was incomplete.
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    Mosby’s raiders in a Blue Ridge Mountain pass above the Shenandoah


  By 2 p.m., Breckinridge had secured New Market and was on the move, northward down the pike toward the first of two battle lines laid out by Sigel. Helped by accurate artillery fire, the Confederates sent Sigel’s skirmishers and then his entire first line scampering north; only some of the Bluecoats rallied at the new Yankee position. Brigadier General Gabriel Wharton’s Virginians seemed about to sweep through Sigel’s right when they ran into a fence planted across a rise called Bushong’s Hill. The Confederates stalled, as Yankee lead poured into their ranks. As the 62nd Virginia pulled back and re-formed, a gap opened between the regiment’s left and the dangling right flank of the 51st Virginia to the west. To avert disaster, Breckinridge now ordered up the anxious cadets, who had to this point been held in reserve.


  In remarkable order, the boys marched forward into withering Yankee fire—slowed for just a moment—then, with cheers ringing around them, moved into the vacant slot alongside the shattered 62nd. Shortly after this, Sigel’s cavalry commander, Major General Julius Stahel, led 2,000 Yankee horsemen charging down the pike in driving rain toward the Confederate right—and into hell. What canister blasted from each side of the pike did not hit, Virginia infantrymen did. The Federal charge quickly disintegrated, and confused Yankee horse-men raced for the rear.


  With the momentum of the battle suddenly changing again, a flustered Sigel decided to charge Breckinridge’s left. By now, however, the VMI boys had stabilized the Rebel line east of the pike; Breckinridge, in fact, even had another regiment, the 26th Virginia, coming up from reserve. Having disposed of Stahel’s cavalry, even Brigadier General John Echols’s two regiments had moved up on the right. In poor order, Sigel’s three regiments came forward—then one by one reversed course in the face of heavy artillery and rifle fire.


  With Breckinridge’s lines advancing and Yankee infantrymen and artillerists withdrawing in haste, the day’s result became obvious. Only the awful weather and a brave rearguard defense offered by Captain Henry DuPont’s single Federal battery saved Sigel’s Bluecoats from slaughter. Meanwhile, Brigadier General Jeremiah Sullivan arrived north of New Market with two Ohio regiments too late for the battle, but in time to cover yet another shameless retreat by Sigel, who withdrew eight miles to Mount Jackson.


  Sigel had matched his Kentucky counterpart in bravery, but in little else. Grant, shocked by word of Sigel’s loss and retreat, now could not get rid of the German fast enough. “By all means,” he wrote to Henry Halleck, “I would say appoint General [David] Hunter, or anyone else, to the command of West Virginia.” The hapless Sigel was briefly reassigned to Harpers Ferry and then relieved for good on July 8.


  Sigel later blamed his failure in the valley on Lee, who, he claimed, had “the advantage of a central position” that left him “always ready and able to turn the scales in his favor.” But Lee—as Sigel well knew—was then locked in a death struggle with Grant and in no position to send bodies of troops anywhere. Sigel, who suggested the campaign could’ve been carried out in May 1864 with 20,000 troops, needed twice that by August.


  

  BATTLE OF CEDAR CREEK


  For three years, Confederate generals had run circles around the likes of Nathaniel Banks, John C. Frémont, and Franz Sigel in the Shenandoah Valley. During the past few weeks, Jubal Early had even knifed through the valley to threaten Washington. Now, on August 7, 1864, 35-year-old Major General Philip Sheridan took command of the 40,000-man Army of the Shenandoah with orders to secure the valley once and for all.


  A fighting general with a strong dislike of his enemies, Sheridan quickly struck at Early’s much smaller force. Sheridan’s veterans whipped Early’s men at Third Winchester on September 19 and again two days later at Fisher’s Hill.


  Convinced by early October that Early was beaten, Sheridan began to move north again—all the while burning anything that might aid his enemy. And after Union cavalry under George Armstrong Custer and Wesley Merritt smashed their Confederate counterparts at Tom’s Brook on October 9, Sheridan believed he had accomplished his mission.
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    General Philip Sheridan (center) and his generals


  
     
  John C. Breckinridge
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  Vice President John C. Breckinridge


  Only the Civil War, it seems, could have halted the political rise of John C. Breckinridge, the Kentuckian who climbed from the state legislature to the vice presidency by the age of 35. The unsuccessful presidential candidate of Southern Democrats in 1860, Breckinridge was still serving in the U.S. Senate a year later when his Southern sympathies aroused suspicion. Rather than wait for his impending arrest, Breckinridge fled south and, as he put it, exchanged “a term of six years in the U.S. Senate for the musket of a soldier.”


  In a Confederate uniform, Breckinridge quickly proved that some politicians, at least, could make good generals. A born leader, he quickly gained the respect of his men and peers, developing his skills on the battlefields of Shiloh and Chickamauga before taking over the Confederate Western Department of Virginia in 1864. Following his reputation-making victory at New Market, Breckinridge reinforced Lee in the Wilderness, and then served under Jubal Early during his raid on Washington and subsequent defeat at Winchester. As the war wound down, Breckinridge moved to Richmond to become Jefferson Davis’s secretary of war—far too late to be of much use. This once-rising star in American politics then spent four years in exile before returning home to Kentucky, where he died in 1875.
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    Map of the Battle of Cedar Creek


  Sheridan, in fact, was absent from the army on the morning of October 19 when Early launched a surprise attack on the encamped Federals along Cedar Creek, southwest of Winchester. By mid-morning, Early’s divisions had scattered much of three Union corps, and the Confederate commander was sure of victory. But Union cavalry slowed the Confederates, and Brigadier General Horatio Wright (commanding in Sheridan’s absence) managed to establish a rallying point in a wood north of Middletown. Meanwhile, Sheridan—galloping at full speed from Winchester—reached the new Union line, received an update from Wright, and began preparations for a counterattack. First, though, the diminutive general rode slowly by the tightening Union ranks, reassuring each unit of success and rekindling the fighting spirit within each veteran. The awful morning was forgotten. Major Aldace F. Walker wrote later: “Cheers seemed to come from throats of brass, and caps were thrown to the tops of the scattering oaks; but beneath and yet superior to these noisy demonstrations, there was in every heart a revulsion of feeling, and a pressure of emotion, beyond description. No more doubt or chance for doubt existed; we were safe, perfectly and unconditionally safe, and every man knew it.”


  What at first looked like a morale-boosting victory for the South was about to end instead with Jubal Early’s Confederates beaten and driven out of the Shenandoah Valley for good. Aside from some brief, afternoon skirmishing, the Cedar Creek battlefield remained quiet until 4 p.m., when Sheridan’s reinvigo-rated army trod vigorously out of the woods west of the pike. Sheridan’s right crashed into Early’s left—then, along with the rest of the advancing Federal line, ground to a halt before Confederate ranks blasting away from behind stone walls. Thirty minutes into the fight, however, George Custer’s division of blue-clad troopers—followed by William Dwight’s infantry—slammed into Early’s left and rolled up the Confederate lines. “Regiment after regiment; brigade after brigade,” John Gordon later recalled, “in rapid succession was crushed, and, like hard clods of clay under a pelting rain, the superb commands crumbled to pieces.” Just like that, the daylong affair turned. Where Union soldiers and wagon trains had clogged the pike heading north that morning, now the Confederates did the same, streaming south. With Early’s army went Southern hopes of further use of the valley, which had supplied Lee’s legions for four long years.


  
    HISTORIC SITES

  


  Cedar Creek Battlefield


  8437 Valley Pike Middletown, VA


  (540) 869-2064


  (888) 628-1864


  www.nps.gov/places/cedar-creek-battlefield.htm


  Now part of the new Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National Historical Park, the Cedar Creek Battlefield remains under the care of the nonprofit Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation. Founded in 1989 to stave off development on a key section of the original battlefield, the group sponsors annual reenactments to help fund ongoing preservation efforts. In recent years the group has been able to add a modern visitor center, bookshop, and exhibits to the building that houses the foundation’s offices. Efforts are now focused on restoring the Solomon Heater House, around which Confederate and Union forces once swirled.


  Located at the intersection of Routes 81 and 66 (Route 11—the old Valley Pike—runs through the park), the visitor center is open between Apr 1 and Oct 31 and by appointment during the winter.


  New Market Battlefield State Historical Park and Hall of Valor Museum


  8895 George Collins Pkwy.


  New Market, VA


  (866) 515-1864


  www.vmi.edu/newmarket


  This 300-acre park includes the hilly ground over which Union and Confederate forces clashed on May 15, 1864; the Jacob Bushong Farm; and the Hall of Valor Civil War Museum. Travelers should begin their visit with a trip through the Hall of Valor Museum, the exhibits of which explore the war in Virginia and the Battle of New Market—especially the role of the Virginia Military Institute cadets in that fight. While exploring the battlefield, visitors will want to look over the farm, which includes two Bushong family homes; a blacksmith shop; a henhouse; a loom and meat storage house; and a bake oven among its buildings, and remains a well-preserved reminder of 19th-century life.


  Stonewall Jackson Museum at Hupp’s Hill


  33229 Old Valley Pike


  Strasburg, VA


  (540) 465-5884


  This is a stop better suited for Civil War buffs with like-minded kids. Adjacent to the Cedar Creek Battlefield, the Hupp’s Hill grounds offer a walking tour of Confederate entrenchments and Union gun positions, while the site’s central building uses exhibits and photographs to tell the story of Stonewall Jackson and the war in the Shenandoah Valley. But the Hupp’s Hill staff focuses much of its efforts on children, offering camps each summer and encouraging kids to try on uniforms, handle reproduction weapons, and learn from Civil War games and living history workshops.


  The museum also has a gift shop.


  
    OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST

  


  Cross Keys/Port Republic


  Stonewall Jackson closed out his 1862 Valley Campaign with a pair of victories in lesser-known battles, at Cross Keys on June 8 and Port Republic on June 9. Currently, there are no visitor facilities at the sites, much of which remain private property. But there are interpretive highway markers and battlefield signs in the vicinity.


  Fisher’s Hill Battlefield


  Toms River, VA


  There are no visitor facilities on the site of the September 22, 1864, Battle of Fisher’s Hill, in which Union major general Philip Sheridan bested General Jubal Early’s Confederates for the second time in three days. You can, however, follow a self-guided walking tour with trail markers on-site.


  Gordonsville, VA


  www.theexchangehotelmuseum.org


  Gordonville’s Exchange Hotel was used as a hospital during the Civil War and now houses a small museum. You won’t find the massive exhibits of larger historic sites here, but it is worth a visit if you are in the area. Gordonsville visitors will also want to drop by the Gordonsville Presbyterian Church to see the pew in which Stonewall Jackson often prayed, and tour Maplewood Cemetery, where some 700 Southern soldiers were buried.


  Shenandoah Valley Battlefields National Historic District


  www.shenandoahatwar.org


  The valley’s natural beauty, inviting hiking trails, and other outdoor recreation opportunities are the reasons that most visitors visit the Shenandoah Valley. Travel on the Blue Ridge Parkway, also known as “Skyline Drive,” and you’re on the doorstep of more than one hundred Civil War sites. From the drive’s northernmost entry point in Front Royal, you can drive past points of interest like Luray Gap, where Stonewall Jackson announced that his command had become the Second Corps of Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, and Lacey Springs, the site of a cavalry clash between Union general Custer and Confederate general Thomas L. Rosser. As you drive through the park, be sure to stop at a few of the scenic overlooks. Not only will you be rewarded with a breathtaking view of the rolling hillside, but you’ll also understand the strategic importance of the towns and mountain passes during the Valley Campaigns of 1862 and 1864.


  
    ACCOMMODATIONS

  


  Cross Roads Inn Bed and Breakfast $$–$$$$


  9222 John Sevier Rd.


  New Market, VA


  (540) 740-4157


  (888) 740-4157


  Larry and Sharon Smith’s Cross Roads Inn is pure Virginia in its country charm and hospitality. There are complimentary hors d’oeuvres at check-in, and you can help yourself to coffee and hot chocolate from the pantry of the 1925 house at any time of day. Rates are very reasonable, and rooms feature private baths, air-conditioning, antique furnishings, and other amenities; a number of specials are offered. Guests will enjoy the six-room inn’s common areas (including a fireplace in the living room), gardens, outdoor spa, and relaxing front porch. Reservations are recommended.


  Friendly City Inn Bed and Breakfast $$$–$$$$


  547 E. Market St.


  Harrisonburg, VA


  (540) 433-8233


  friendlycityinn.com


  The rooms in this bed-and-breakfast are decorated with period antiques and replicas, as well as works by local artists. You’ll also enjoy a private bath, wireless Internet, and cable TV in each guest room, and a scrumptious breakfast featuring Virginia ham, Virginia apples, and locally produced sausage. The circa-1885 mansion itself is architecturally unique, a combination of a Queen Anne mansion and a New England–style cottage.


  The Inn at Narrow Passage $$$–$$$$


  US 11 South


  Woodstock, VA


  (540) 459-8000


  (800) 459-8002


  The Inn at Narrow Passage is one of Virginia’s longest-operating guesthouses, welcoming travelers since the 1740s. It takes its name from a dangerous nearby passage in the road, only wide enough for one wagon to cross at a time and constantly threatened by Indian attacks. During the 1862 Valley Campaign, Stonewall Jackson even checked in, using the inn as a headquarters. From here, he famously ordered Jedediah Hotchkiss to “make me a map of the valley.” Today’s guests can take advantage of historic guest rooms outfitted with wood floors, porches, and spectacular views of the Shenandoah River and Massanutten Mountain. A lavish breakfast is served fireside in the main dining room.


  Jacob Swartz House Bed & Breakfast $$$


  574 Jiggady Rd.


  New Market, VA


  (540) 740-9208


  (877) 740-9208


  www.jacobswartz.com


  This private two-bedroom farmhouse, built in 1852 by cobbler Jacob Swartz, is loaded with Civil War history. When Virginia seceded from the Union in 1861, Swartz enlisted in the Confederate Army. His shoe-making services were deemed invaluable, however, and he was sent back home to make boots and equipment for the Southern forces. The Battle of New Market broke out just across the river from the family’s home. In December 1864, Federal troops under the command of George Custer raided the house and Swartz’s cobbler shop, taking food and supplies. Today the house is a pleasant country retreat, equipped with a wood-burning stove, fully stocked kitchen, and private screened-in porch overlooking the Shenandoah River.


  Piney Hill Bed & Breakfast and Cottages $$$$


  1048 Piney Hill Rd.


  Luray, VA


  (540) 860-8470


  www.pineyhillbandb.com


  From the moment you arrive at Piney Hill, you’ll understand why it was named one of the top B&Bs in the country by TripAdvisor. Built in the early 1800s, the farmhouse offers a luxurious respite after a busy day of touring. Sip a glass of wine as you read a book on the wraparound porch, or take advantage of the outdoor Jacuzzi and the breathtaking views of the surrounding mountains. If you’re looking for more of an intimate experience, check into the Rosebud Cottage, also located on the property. It’s a cozy 500-square-foot house that’s perfect for a romantic getaway, outfitted with a screened-in porch and a gas fireplace; gourmet breakfast is delivered in a picnic basket to your doorstep every morning.


  Rosendale Inn $$$–$$$$


  17917 Farmhouse Lane


  New Market, VA


  (540) 325-4544


  www.1790rosendaleinn.com


  Presidential history buffs will find themselves right at home at the Rosendale Inn, located at the foot of Massanutten Mountain. Franklin Delano Roosevelt used the beautiful farmhouse as his retreat from the White House, and Mrs. Woodrow Wilson was also a guest at the B&B. Spacious rooms come furnished with period antiques and private bathrooms. Most have their own in-room fireplaces. Guests can also park themselves in rocking chairs on the veranda to soak up the picturesque scenery.


  South Court Inn Bed & Breakfast $$$–$$$$


  160 S. Court St.


  Luray, VA


  (540) 843-0980


  www.southcourtinn.com


  A magnificently restored 1870s farmhouse, the South Court Inn is a popular choice among travelers who are exploring the beautiful Shenandoah Valley, its wineries, and quaint antiques shops. Perfect for a romantic escape, most of the inn’s rooms feature whirlpool tubs, and innkeepers Tom and Anita Potts are happy to help you arrange in-room massages, roses, champagne, and other extras. You’ll wake up to a delicious and decadent breakfast of banana-stuffed French toast, soufflés, and other treats that you wouldn’t normally make for yourself. For a little more privacy, you can rent the Susie Hodges


  
    RESTAURANTS
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