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Introduction

Each season of the year is filled not only with holidays, but also with many special occasions and memorable events. I hope, as you flip through this book, you will find loads of inspiration for all that is celebrated during the seasons. In each chapter, you will find cards, tags, layouts and decorative items that can be given as gifts or used to commemorate occasions from the everyday to the extraordinary.

In Chapter One, you’ll find projects for a holiday I love—Christmas. But Christmas isn’t the only winter holiday; we’ll also create projects for Valentine’s Day as well as general winter cheer. I celebrate some of my spring memories in Chapter Two, including Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and more. I hope these techniques and projects will help you enjoy and remember your own springtime holidays and special occasions! Next comes summer, a time filled with celebration. In addition to plain old summer fun, Chapter Three features projects for birthdays, weddings, anniversaries and summer travel. Finally, we’ll explore the holidays and special occasions of autumn, including Halloween, another favorite of mine. Along with Halloween, Chapter Four has projects and techniques for Grandparents Day, Thanksgiving and more.

Finally, I’ll show you how to take the techniques in each chapter and use them to celebrate all of the seasons. Look through More Seasonal Delights, starting on page 114, to see how the techniques in this book can be transformed to suit more than one season.

All of the projects you’ll see in these pages have a slight vintage feel, as I have incorporated my signature embellishments, such as vintage buttons, glass glitter, trims and pearls. If you like this look, you can replicate it yourself, or give each technique and project your own spin. With the many wonderful art and craft supplies available today, it’s easy to put your own stamp on your projects. My hope is that while you browse through this book, you will find ways to create and accent projects that celebrate all the wonderful special occasions and memorable moments that are sprinkled throughout the seasons. Maybe you’ll even be inspired to start a few creative traditions for your family. And remember: While you’re busy creating and celebrating, always take delight in the seasons.
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My Life in the Seasons

Growing up, I always looked forward to each season. In southeast Texas, we mainly had two seasons: winter and summer. As winter approached, the one thing I had in mind was the two-week Christmas break we had from school every year. I can remember getting so excited as Christmas got closer because that meant extra arts and crafts in school. I loved making paper and clay ornaments to bring home for our tree and using spray paint and glitter to turn a thick magazine into a tabletop tree decoration. My mom and I made things together at home to celebrate Christmas. Over the years, we’ve made raffia baskets, dough ornaments and cloth ornaments, as well as paper ornaments and numerous treats. Obviously, the love of crafting that I felt then is here to stay!

As much as winter makes me think of holidays, spring holds its own special occasions. I looked forward to watching the spring flowers bloom, but as fast as spring came, it left again as the hot Texas summer started. My family would take advantage of what little spring we had, though! One of my favorite times in spring was Easter. As spring approached, my mom and I looked forward to making bird nest cupcakes for Easter. When we made our cupcakes, I loved adding the green food coloring and shredded coconut to the icing to make the grass. Once my sister was old enough, she joined in the fun and she loved putting the jelly bean eggs on top of the shredded coconut topping. Deciding which colors to put on each cupcake was the hardest part. Another tradition in my house was that my mom and dad would always hide Easter eggs for us kids to find. Let me just say, some were pretty challenging to find. We found one egg behind a basket several years after it had been hidden. We still cannot understand why that thing did not smell! I guess it had been sitting there all that time waiting to be found.
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Our short spring would quickly turn into summer and then my brother and I would run around the block barefoot and fancy-free all day long with not one care in the world. One summer, we created our own Slip ’n Slide using a water hose and a piece of plastic that covered the entire front yard. We and all the neighborhood kids had an incredible day of slipping and sliding. However, when mom and dad came home from work and saw the lovely mud pit their front yard had become, my brother Richard and I headed right up to our rooms without even needing to be told. But I have to tell you, we had a blast, the yard did recover, and my mom and dad weren’t too hard on us. We were just kids having fun on a hot summer day. Summer for my family was also marked by a two-week trip to visit my grandparents. It was fun seeing our grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins. We would all have big picnics and visit the old homestead where my grandmother cooked on the wood-burning stove. Another summer tradition was that on July 4th we would attend a pool party and spend the day swimming and playing games, then in the evening we would either sit on our garage roof or go down to the warehouse my mom and dad owned and climb up onto the roof there to watch the fireworks. It was fun to be so high up because it seemed like you could reach out and touch the brilliant fireworks. It was always sad to see summer end because of all the fun we had.

Once autumn started to hit Texas, we were back in school, excited to attend football games and enjoy the state fair. In the autumn, my mom always enjoyed helping me and my siblings get our costumes ready for Halloween. We never purchased ours; we just dug around in mom and dad’s closet and made our own. One year, Mom dressed up as Mother Goose and hosted a Halloween party for all of the kids in the neighborhood. It was so much fun, and it is one of my favorite holiday memories.

I’ve poured my love of the seasons into the techniques and projects you’ll see on the following pages, and I hope they help you share your special memories, too!

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]


[image: image]


chapter one



Winter

Winter is the season that holds some of my favorite holidays. I have many wonderful memories of creating ornaments and other seasonal decorations with my mom while sitting at the kitchen table during Christmastime. I eagerly waited for my dad to make his homemade eggnog (the kid-safe version, of course), and I loved nibbling on all the special treats Mom and I would make together. Every Valentine’s Day, my dad brought my mom a box filled with the best chocolates and a bouquet of beautiful roses with a card written to “Nugget.” My mom says he called her Nugget when they first started dating because he couldn’t remember her name, Juanita. Dad denies this—I find it cute either way. I do know one thing: I really wish I had the heart-shaped candy boxes from all those years. They just don’t make them like they used to!

In this chapter, I will show you how to create items for the holidays and special occasions found in winter. Turn to page 20 to create a simple reflector out of foil cupcake liners; these are similar to the ones my grandmother used to put on her tree lights each Christmas. On page 30, you will learn how to create a patina effect using acrylic paints and ink on chipboard pieces. These embellished chipboard pieces accent a Valentine’s Day banner perfectly. I will also show you how to create a beautiful layout using multiple photos for a winter-themed vignette and a heartwarming layout using the scanned image of a love letter. The techniques shared in this chapter are sure to inspire your creativity while you’re sitting warm and toasty in your craft room. You might even get to watch snowflakes drifting slowly to the ground outside your window as you re-create these projects. Being from Texas, where snow is not at all common, watching a snowfall is one of the things about winter I find magical and inspiring. Enjoy all the facets of winter as you peruse these projects.


Air-Dry Clay 3-D Embellishment

Using an air-dry clay is a great way to create unique lightweight 3-D embellishments. To cut the clay into shapes, I like to use cookie cutters. These are perfect since they come in a wide variety of shapes and sizes. To create different textures on my clay embellishments, I like to use crocheted doilies, burlap and other heavily textured fabrics or materials, such as embossing plates. Once dry, your embellishment can be painted, inked and, of course, glittered.
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Supplies: patterned paper (3ndypapir.no); air-dry modeling clay (C-Thru Ruler Company); paint (Making Memories); doily (Wilton); ultra thick embossing enamel, glitter glue, ink, pearlescent pigment spray (Ranger); ink (Clearsnap); punch (Fiskars); chipboard wings (Maya Road); felt (CPE); other: crocheted doily, vintage buttons, vintage sheet music, seam binding

What You’ll Need

air-dry modeling clay, nonstick craft sheet, rolling pin, cookie cutter, crocheted doily, acrylic paint, paintbrush, paper towel, Perfect Medium Pen, Ultra Thick Embossing Enamel (UTEE), heat tool, glitter glue
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1 Form the air-dry modeling clay into a ball. Place the ball of clay onto a nonstick craft sheet and flatten it out using a rolling pin. Roll the clay until it is larger than the cookie cutter you are using. Press the cookie cutter into the clay. Remove the excess clay around the cut shape.
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2 Place a crocheted doily onto the top of the clay piece; using the rolling pin, roll back and forth over the doily, applying a slight, even pressure. Gently remove the doily from the clay and let the clay air dry. If you do not have a crocheted doily, you can also use textured fabrics or even plastic embossing plates to create an embossed pattern.
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3 Once the clay is dry, paint the entire piece with acrylic paint.
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4 While the paint is still wet, wipe it off from all raised areas using a damp paper towel.
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5 Mark the raised areas with a perfect medium pen. Mark only a small area so that the medium does not dry while you are working.
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6 While the medium is wet, sprinkle white UTEE over the marked areas.
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7 Tap off the excess UTEE and melt it using a heat tool. Repeat steps 5-7 over the surface of the entire heart.
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8 Once the UTEE is completely cooled, accent the raised areas using glitter glue (I used Diamond and Icicle Stickles). Outline the outer edge of the piece using platinum glitter glue as well.

 

Altered Tart Tin

Tart tins are great items to use as the base of a project or to add to a project. They can usually be found in antique shops and thrift stores and cost very little. I like to use tart tins in two different sizes for my projects. In this trio, I used tins in the larger size, but mini tart tins are perfect for smaller projects. Here, I’ve altered three different tins to create an ornament, a magnet and a brooch. I’ve chosen to make my tins colorful, but if you want a tarnished look for your project, apply light brown alcohol ink to the tin’s edges and creases with a cotton swab; this will add the perfect tint for an aged look.
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Supplies: patterned paper (3ndypapir.no); tinsel (Bethany Lowe); ink (Clearsnap); chipboard foundations (Maya Road); glitter glue, alcohol ink (Ranger); sisal wreath, doily, holiday embellishments (Hobby Lobby); glitter (EK Success); pin back (Darice); rhinestones (Advantus); other: tart tin, seam binding, vintage accents, beads, baker’s twine

What You’ll Need

tart tin, alcohol ink, cotton swab, chipboard pieces, photo, craft knife, cutting mat, glue, sanding block, liquid adhesive, mini tinsel garland, scissors, foam squares, vintage embellishments, seam binding, beads, paper piercer, fabric adhesive
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1 Apply alcohol ink to a cotton swab. Rub the alcohol ink over the entire tart tin. Your tin is now custom-colored for the project of your choice! To make the tart tin ornament featured on the previous page, follow the steps below.
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2 Glue 2 oval chipboard pieces together and allow the glue to dry. Glue your photo to the chipboard pieces, centering it. Allow
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Embellished Clear Button
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Vintage Photo Vignette
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