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For Jane



God, give us grace to accept with serenity the things that cannot be changed, courage to change the things which should be changed, and the wisdom to distinguish the one from the other.

—Reinhold Niebuhr




PROLOGUE
BERLIN, SEPTEMBER 1937

I remember how good the weather was that September. Hitler weather, they used to call it. As if the elements themselves were disposed to be kind to Adolf Hitler, of all people. I remember him making a ranting speech demanding foreign colonies for Germany. It was, perhaps, the first time any of us had heard him use the phrase ‘living space’. No one thought for a moment that our living space could only be created if someone else died first.

I was living and working in the space we called Berlin. There was plenty of business there for a private detective. It was all missing persons, of course. And most of them were Jewish. Most of them murdered in back alleys, or sent off to a KZ, a concentration camp, without the authorities bothering to notify their families. The Nazis thought it was quite funny, the way they did that. The Jews were, of course, officially encouraged to emigrate, but because they were forbidden to take their property with them, few did so. Still, some people devised several neat tricks to get their money out of Germany.

One such trick was for a Jew to deposit a large sealed parcel containing various valuables, and labelled the ‘last will and testament’ of so and so, with a German court of law before going abroad for ‘a holiday’. The Jew would then ‘die’ in a foreign country and have the local French or English court request the German court to forward the parcel containing his ‘last will and testament’. German courts being run by German lawyers were usually only too happy to comply with the requests of other lawyers, even French and English ones. And in this way quite a few lucky Jews managed to be reunited with enough cash or valuables to start a new life in a new country.

It might seem hard to believe, but another neat scheme was actually devised by the Jewish Department of the Security Police – the SD. This scheme was seen as a good way of helping Jews leave Germany and, in the process, of enriching certain officers of the SD into the bargain. It was what we called the tocher, or Jewish peddler, scheme, and I first had experience of it as a result of the strangest pair of clients that ever came my way.

Paul Begelmann was a rich German Jewish businessman who owned several garages and car dealerships throughout Germany. And SS Sturmbannführer Dr Franz Six was the head of the SD’s Jewish Department. I was summoned to meet them both in the department’s modest, three-room suite of offices at the Hohenzollern Palais, on Wilhelmstrasse. Behind Six’s desk was a picture of the Führer, as well as a host of legal degrees from the universities of Heidelberg, Königsberg, and Leipzig. Six might have been a Nazi crook, but he was an extremely well-qualified Nazi crook. He was hardly Himmler’s ideal-looking Aryan. Aged about thirty, he was dark-haired, a little self-satisfied around the mouth, and no more Jewish-looking than Paul Begelmann. He smelled faintly of cologne and hypocrisy. On his desk was a little bust of Wilhelm von Humboldt, who had founded the University of Berlin and who, famously, had defined the limits beyond which the activities of the State should not go. I guessed it was unlikely that Sturmbannführer Six would have agreed with him there.

Begelmann was older and taller, with dark, curly hair and lips that were as thick and pink as two slices of luncheon meat. He was smiling but his eyes told a very different story. The pupils were narrow, like a cat’s, as if he was anxious to be out of the SD’s spotlight. In that building, and surrounded by all those black uniforms, he looked like a choirboy trying to make friends with a pack of hyenas. He didn’t say much. It was Six who did all the talking. I’d heard Six was from Mannheim. Mannheim has a famous Jesuit church. In his smart black uniform, that was the way Franz Six struck me. Not your typical SD thug. More like a Jesuit.

‘Herr Begelmann has expressed a wish to emigrate from Germany to Palestine,’ he said smoothly. ‘Naturally he is concerned about his business in Germany and the impact that its sale might have on the local economy. So, in order to help Herr Begelmann, this department has proposed a solution to his problem. A solution you might be able to help us with, Herr Gunther. We have proposed that he should not emigrate “pro forma”, but rather that he should continue to be a German citizen working abroad. In effect, that he should work in Palestine as the sales representative of his own company. In this manner he will be able to earn a salary and to share in the profits of the company while at the same time fulfilling this department’s policy of encouraging Jewish emigration.’

I didn’t doubt that poor Begelmann had agreed to share his company’s profits not with the Reich but with Franz Six. I lit a cigarette and fixed the SD man with a cynical smile. ‘Gentlemen, it sounds to me like you’ll both be very happy together. But I fail to see what you need me for. I don’t do marriages. I investigate them.’

Six coloured a little and glanced awkwardly at Begelmann. He had power, but it wasn’t the kind of power that could threaten someone like me. He was used to bullying students and Jews, and the task of bullying an adult Aryan male looked like it was beyond him.

‘We require someone … someone Herr Begelmann can trust … to deliver a letter from the Wassermann Bank, here in Berlin, to the Anglo-Palestine Bank in Jaffa. We require that person to open lines of credit with that bank and to take a lease on a property in Jaffa that can be the premises for a new car showroom. The lease will help to validate Herr Begelmann’s important new business venture. We also require our agent to transport certain items of property to the Anglo-Palestine Bank in Jaffa. Naturally, Herr Begelmann is prepared to pay a substantial fee for these services. The sum of one thousand English pounds, payable in Jaffa. Naturally, the SD will arrange all the necessary documentation and paperwork. You would be going there as the official representative of Begelmann’s Automotive. Unofficially, you will be acting as the SD’s confidential agent.’

‘A thousand pounds. That’s a lot of money,’ I said. ‘But what happens if the Gestapo ask me questions about all this? They might not like some of the answers. Have you thought of that?’

‘Of course,’ said Six. ‘Do you take me for an idiot?’

‘No, but they might.’

‘It so happens that I’m sending two other agents to Palestine on a fact-finding mission that has been authorized at the highest level,’ he said. ‘As part of its ongoing remit, this department has been asked to investigate the feasibility of forced emigration to Palestine. As far as SIPO is concerned, you would be part of that mission. If the Gestapo were to ask you questions about your mission you would be entirely within your rights to answer, as these two others will answer: that it is an intelligence matter. That you are carrying out the orders of General Heydrich. And that for reasons of operational security, you cannot discuss the matter.’ He paused and lit a small, pungent cigar. ‘You have done some work for the general before, have you not?’

‘I’m still trying to forget it.’ I shook my head. ‘With all due respect, Herr Sturmbannführer. If two of your own men are already going to Palestine, then what do you need me for?’

Begelmann cleared his throat. ‘If I might say something, please, Herr Sturmbannführer?’ he said, cautiously, and in a strong Hamburg accent. Six shrugged and shook his head, indifferently. Begelmann looked at me with quiet desperation. There was sweat on his forehead and I didn’t think it was only as a result of the unusually warm September weather. ‘Because, Herr Gunther, your reputation for honesty goes before you.’

‘Not to mention your dedication to making an easy mark,’ said Six.

I looked at Six and nodded. I was through being polite to this legal crook. ‘What you’re saying, Herr Begelmann, is that you don’t trust this department or the people who work for it.’

Poor Begelmann looked pained. ‘No, no, no, no, no,’ he said. ‘That’s not it at all.’

But I was enjoying myself too much to let go of this bone. ‘And I can’t say as I blame you. It’s one thing to get robbed. It’s quite another when the robber asks you to help carry the loot to the getaway car.’

Six bit his lip. I could see he was wishing it was the vein on the side of my neck. The only reason he wasn’t saying anything was because I hadn’t yet said no. Probably he guessed that I wasn’t going to. A thousand pounds is a thousand pounds.

‘Please, Herr Gunther.’

Six looked quite happy to leave the begging to Begelmann.

‘My whole family would be extremely grateful for your help.’

‘A thousand pounds,’ I said. ‘I already heard that part.’

‘Is there something wrong with the remuneration?’ Begelmann was looking at Six for guidance. He wasn’t getting any. Six was a lawyer, not a horse dealer.

‘Hell no, Herr Begelmann,’ I said. ‘It’s generous. No, it’s me, I guess. I start to itch when a certain kind of dog cosies up to me.’

But Six was refusing to be insulted. So far in this, he was just a typical lawyer. Prepared to put aside all human feelings for the greater good of making money. ‘I hope you’re not being rude to an official of the German government, Herr Gunther,’ he said, chiding me. ‘Anyone would think you were against National Socialism, the way you talk. Hardly a very healthy attitude these days.’

I shook my head. ‘You mistake me,’ I said. ‘I had a client last year. His name was Hermann Six. The industrialist? He was less than honest with me. You’re no relation to him, I trust.’

‘Sadly not,’ he said. ‘I come from a very poor family in Mannheim.’

I looked at Begelmann. I felt sorry for him. I should have said no. Instead I said yes. ‘All right, I’ll do it. But you people had better be on the level about all this. I’m not the type who forgives and forgets. And I’ve never turned the other cheek.’

It wasn’t long before I regretted becoming involved in Six and Begelmann’s Jewish peddler scheme. I was alone in my office the next day. It was raining outside. My partner, Bruno Stahlecker, was out on a case, so he said, which probably meant he was propping up a bar in Wedding. There was a knock at the door and a man came in. He was wearing a leather coat and a wide-brimmed hat. Call it a keen sense of smell, but I knew he was Gestapo even before he showed me the little warrant disc in the palm of his hand. He was in his mid-twenties, balding, with a small, lopsided mouth and a sharp, delicate-looking jaw that made me suspect he was more used to hitting than being hit. Without saying a word he tossed his wet hat onto my desk blotter, unbuttoned his coat to reveal a neat, navy-blue suit, sat in the chair on the other side of my desk, took out his cigarettes, and lit one – all the while staring at me like an eagle watching a fish. ‘Nice little hat,’ I said, after a moment. ‘Where’d you steal it?’ I picked it off my blotter and tossed it onto his lap. ‘Or did you just want me and my roses to know that it’s raining outside?’

‘They told me you were a tough guy at the Alex,’ he said, and flicked his ash on my carpet.

‘I was a tough guy when I was at the Alex,’ I said. The Alex was police headquarters, on Berlin’s Alexanderplatz. ‘They gave me one of those little discs. Anyone can pretend he’s tough when he’s got KRIPO’s beer token in his pocket.’ I shrugged. ‘But if that’s what they say, then it must be true. Real cops, like the cops at the Alex, don’t lie.’

The little mouth tightened into a smile that was all lips and no teeth, like a newly stitched scar. He put the cigarette back in his mouth as if sucking a length of thread to poke in the eye of a needle. Or even my eye. I don’t think he would have cared which. ‘So you’re the bull who caught Gormann, the strangler.’

‘That was a very long time ago,’ I said. ‘Murderers were a lot easier to catch before Hitler came to power.’

‘Oh? How’s that?’

‘For one thing, they weren’t nearly as thick on the ground as they are now. And for another, it seemed to matter more. I used to take a real satisfaction in protecting society. Nowadays I wouldn’t know where to start.’

‘Sounds suspiciously like you disapprove of what the Party’s done for Germany,’ he said.

‘Not at all,’ I said, careful with my insolence now. ‘I don’t disapprove of anything that’s done for Germany.’ I lit one of my own and let him fill in the double meaning and entertained myself with a mental picture of my fist connecting with the kid’s pointy jaw. ‘Have you got a name, or is that just for your friends? You remember those, don’t you? All the people who used to send you a birthday card? Always supposing you can remember when that is.’

‘Maybe you can be my friend,’ he said, smiling. I hated that smile. It was a smile that said he knew he had something on me. There was a sort of twinkle in his iris that came off his eyeball like the point of a sword. ‘Maybe we can help each other. That’s what friends are for, eh? Maybe I’ll do you a favour, Gunther, and you’ll be so damned grateful you’ll send me one of those birthday cards you were talking about.’ He nodded. ‘I’d like that. That would be nice. With a little message inside.’

I sighed some smoke his way. I was growing weary of his hard act. ‘I doubt you’d like my sense of humour,’ I said. ‘But I’m willing to be proved wrong. It might make a nice change to be proved wrong by the Gestapo.’

‘I am Inspector Gerhard Flesch,’ he said.

‘Pleased to meet you, Gerhard.’

‘I head up the Jewish Department in SIPO,’ he added.

‘You know something? I’ve been thinking of opening one of those in here,’ I said. ‘Suddenly everyone seems to have a Jewish Department. Must be good for business. The SD, the Foreign Office, and now the Gestapo.’

‘The operational spheres of the SD and the Gestapo are demarcated by a functions order signed by the Reichsführer-SS,’ said Flesch. ‘Operationally, the SD is to subject the Jews to intense surveillance and then report to us. But in practice the Gestapo is locked in a power struggle with the SD, and in no area is this conflict more hotly contested than in the area of Jewish affairs.’

‘That all sounds very interesting, Gerhard. But I don’t see how I can help. Hell, I’m not even Jewish.’

‘No?’ Flesch smiled. ‘Then let me explain. We have heard a rumour that Franz Six and his men are in the pay of the Jews. Taking bribes in return for facilitating Jewish emigration. What we don’t yet have is proof. That’s where you come in, Gunther. You’re going to get it.’

‘You overestimate my resourcefulness, Gerhard. I’m not that good at shovelling shit.’

‘This SD fact-finding mission to Palestine. Exactly why are you going?’

‘I need a holiday, Gerhard. I need to get away and eat some oranges. Apparently sunlight and oranges are very good for the skin.’ I shrugged. ‘Then again, I’m thinking of converting. I’m told they give a pretty good circumcision in Jaffa, if you get them before lunchtime.’ I shook my head. ‘Come on, Gerhard. It’s an intelligence matter. You know I can’t talk about it with anyone outside of the department. If you don’t like that, then take it up with Heydrich. He makes the rules, not me.’

‘The two men you’re travelling with,’ he said, hardly batting an eye. ‘We would like you to keep an eye on them. To see that they don’t abuse the position of trust in which they find themselves. I’m even authorized to offer you some expenses. A thousand marks.’

Everyone was throwing money at me. A thousand pounds here. A thousand marks there. I felt like an official in the Reich Ministry of Justice.

‘That’s very handsome of you, Gerhard,’ I said. ‘A thousand marks is quite a slice of sugarloaf. Of course, you wouldn’t be the Gestapo if you didn’t also have a taste of the whip you’re offering me in the event I don’t have the sweet tooth you were counting on.’

Flesch smiled his toothless smile. ‘It would be unfortunate if your racial origins were made the subject of an inquiry,’ he said, stubbing out his cigarette in my ashtray. As he leaned forward and then back again in the chair, his leather coat creaked loudly, like the sound of heavy raindrops, as if he had just bought it from the Gestapo gift shop.

‘Both my parents were churchgoing folk,’ I said. ‘I don’t see that you’ve got anything like that to throw at me.’

‘Your maternal great-grandmother,’ he said. ‘There’s a possibility she might have been Jewish.’

‘Read your Bible, Gerhard,’ I said. ‘We’re all Jewish if you want to go back far enough. But as it happens, you’re wrong. She was a Roman Catholic. Quite a devout one, I believe.’

‘And yet her name was Adler, was it not? Anna Adler?’

‘It was Adler, yes, I believe that’s correct. What of it?’

‘Adler is a Jewish name. If she were alive today she would probably have to add Sarah to her name, so that we could recognize her for what she was. A Jewess.’

‘Even if it was true, Gerhard. That Adler is a Jewish name? And, to be honest, I have no idea if it is or not. That would only make me one-eighth Jewish. And under section two, article five of the Nuremberg Laws, I am not, therefore, a Jew.’ I grinned. ‘Your whip lacks a proper sting, Gerhard.’

‘An investigation often proves to be an expensive inconvenience,’ said Flesch. ‘Even for a truly German business. And mistakes are sometimes made. It might be months before things returned to normal.’

I nodded, recognizing the truth in what he had said. No one turned the Gestapo down. Not without some serious consequences. My only choice was between the disastrous and the unpalatable. A very German choice. We both knew I had little alternative but to agree to what they wanted. At the same time, it left me in an awkward position, to put it mildly. After all, I already had a very strong suspicion that Franz Six was lining his pockets with Paul Begelmann’s shekels. But I had no wish to be caught up in the middle of a power struggle between the SD and the Gestapo. On the other hand, there was nothing to say that the two SD men I was accompanying to Palestine were dishonest. As a matter of course, they would surely suspect that I was a spy, and, accordingly, treat me with caution. The chances were strong that I would discover absolutely nothing. But would nothing satisfy the Gestapo? There was only one way to find out.

‘All right,’ I said. ‘But I won’t be a mouth for you people and say a lot of stuff that isn’t true. I can’t. I won’t even try. If they’re bent then I’ll tell you they’re bent and I’ll tell myself that that’s just what detectives do. Maybe I’ll lose some sleep about it and maybe I won’t. But if they are straight, that’s an end of it, see? I won’t frame someone just to give you and the other hammerheads at Prinz-Albrecht-Strasse an edge. I won’t do it, not even if you and your best brass knuckles tell me I have to. You can keep your sugar-loaf, too. I wouldn’t like to get a taste for it. I’ll do your dirty little job, Gerhard. But we let the cards fall where they fall. No stacked decks. Clear?’

‘Clear.’ Flesch stood up, buttoned his coat, and put on his hat. ‘Enjoy your trip, Gunther. I’ve never been to Palestine. But I’m told it’s very beautiful.’

‘Maybe you should go yourself,’ I said brightly. ‘I bet you’d love it down there. Fit right in, in no time. Everyone in Palestine has a Jewish Department.’

I left Berlin sometime during the last week of September and travelled by train through Poland to the port of Constanţa, in Romania. It was there, boarding the steamer Romania, that I finally met the two SD men who were also travelling to Palestine. Both were noncommissioned officers – sergeants in the SD – and both were posing as journalists working for the Berliner Tageblatt, a newspaper that had been Jewish-owned until 1933, when the Nazis had confiscated it.

The sergeant in charge was Herbert Hagen. The other man was called Adolf Eichmann. Hagen was in his early twenties and a fresh-faced intellectual, a university graduate from an upper-class background. Eichmann was several years older and aspired to be something more than the Austrian petroleum salesman he had been before joining the Party and the SS. Both men were curious anti-Semites, being strangely fascinated with Judaism. Eichmann had the greater experience in the Jewish Department, spoke Yiddish, and spent most of the voyage reading Theodor Herzl’s book about the Jewish State, which was called The Jewish State. The trip had been Eichmann’s own idea and he seemed both surprised and excited that his superiors had agreed to it, having never been out of Germany and Austria before. Hagen was a more ideological Nazi who was an enthusiastic Zionist, believing, as he did, that there was ‘no greater enemy for the Party than the Jew’ – or some such nonsense – and that ‘the solution of the Jewish question’ could lie only in the ‘total de-Jewing’ of Germany. I hated listening to him talk. It all sounded mad to me. Like something found in the pages of some malignant Alice in Wonderland.

Both men regarded me with suspicion, as I had imagined they would, and not just because I had come from outside the SD and their peculiar department, but also because I was older than them – by almost twenty years in the case of Hagen. And jokingly they were soon referring to me as ‘Papi’, which I bore with good grace – at least with a better grace than Hagen, who in retaliation, and much to Eichmann’s amusement, I quickly dubbed Hiram Schwartz, after the juvenile diarist of the same name. Consequently, by the time we reached Jaffa on or about October 2, Eichmann had a greater liking for me than his younger, less experienced colleague.

Eichmann was not, however, an impressive man, and at the time, I thought he was probably the type who looked better in uniform. Indeed, I soon came to suspect that wearing a uniform had been the principal reason he had joined the SA and then the SS, for I rather doubted he would have been fit enough to have joined the regular army, if army there had been at that time. Of less than medium height, he was bow-legged and extremely thin. In his upper jaw he had two gold bridges, as well as many fillings in his long, widow’s teeth. His head was like a skull, almost exactly like the death’s head on an SS man’s cap-badge, being extremely bony with particularly hollow temples. One thing that struck me was how Jewish he looked. And it occurred to me that his antipathy for the Jews might have had something to do with this.

From the moment the Romania docked at Jaffa, things did not go well for the two SD men. The British must have suspected that Hagen and Eichmann were from German intelligence and, after a great deal of argument, gave them leave to come ashore for just twenty-four hours. I myself encountered no such problems, and I was quickly issued a visa allowing me to remain in Palestine for thirty days. This was ironic as I had only intended staying for four or five days at most, and caused much chagrin to Eichmann, whose plans were now in complete disarray. He railed on about this change of plan in the horse-drawn carriage that carried the three of us and our luggage from the port to the Jerusalem Hotel, on the edge of the city’s famous ‘German colony’.

‘Now what are we going to do?’ he complained loudly. ‘All of our most important meetings are the day after tomorrow. By which time we’ll be back on the boat.’

I smiled to myself, enjoying his consternation. Any setback for the SD was fine by me. I was pleased if only because it relieved me of the burden of inventing some story for the Gestapo. I could hardly spy on men who had been refused visas. I even thought the Gestapo might find that amusing enough to forgive the lack of any more concrete information.

‘Perhaps Papi could meet them,’ said Hagen.

‘Me?’ I said. ‘Forget it, Hiram.’

‘I still don’t understand how you got a visa and we didn’t,’ said Eichmann.

‘Because he’s helping that yid for Dr Six, of course,’ said Hagen. ‘The Jew probably fixed it for him.’

‘Could be,’ I said. ‘Or it could be that you boys just aren’t very good at this line of work. If you were good at it then perhaps you wouldn’t have chosen a cover story that involves you both working for a Nazi newspaper. Moreover, a Nazi newspaper that was stolen from its Jewish owners. You might have picked something a little less high profile than that, I think.’ I smiled at Eichmann. ‘Like being a petroleum salesman, perhaps.’

Hagen got it. But Eichmann was still too upset to realize he was being teased.

‘Franz Reichert,’ he said. ‘From the German News Agency. I can telephone him in Jerusalem. I expect he will know how to get hold of Fievel Polkes. But I haven’t a clue how we’re going to get in touch with Haj Amin.’ He sighed. ‘What are we going to do?’

I shrugged. ‘What would you have done now?’ I asked. ‘Today. If you’d got your thirty-day visa after all.’

Eichmann shrugged. ‘I suppose we would have visited the German Freemason colony at Sarona. Gone up Mount Carmel. Looked at some Jewish farming settlements in the Jezreel Valley.’

‘Then my advice is to go ahead and do exactly that,’ I said. ‘Call Reichert. Explain the situation and then get back on the boat, tomorrow. It sails for Egypt tomorrow, right? Well, when you get there, go to the British embassy in Cairo and apply for another visa.’

‘He’s right,’ said Hagen. ‘That’s exactly what we should do.’

‘We can apply again,’ cried Eichmann. ‘Of course. We can get a visa in Cairo and then travel back here overland.’

‘Just like the children of Israel,’ I added.

The carriage left the narrow, dirty streets of the old town and picked up speed as we headed along a wider road, to the new town of Tel Aviv. Opposite a clock tower and several Arabian coffeehouses was the Anglo-Palestine Bank, where I was supposed to meet the manager and give him the letters of introduction from Begelmann, and from the Wassermann Bank, not to mention the camelback trunk Begelmann had given me to take out of Germany. I had no idea what was in it, but from the weight I didn’t think it was his stamp collection. I could see no advantage in delaying my going into the bank. Not in a place like Jaffa, which seemed full of hostile-looking Arabs. (Possibly they thought we were Jews, of course. There was little liking for Jews among the local Palestinian population.) So I told the driver to stop and, with the trunk under my arm, and the letters in my pocket, I got out, leaving Eichmann and Hagen to carry on to the hotel with the rest of my luggage.

The bank manager was an Englishman named Quinton. His arms were too short for his jacket and his fair hair was so fine it was hardly there at all. He had a snub nose that was surrounded by freckles and a smile like a young bulldog. Meeting him I couldn’t help but picture Quinton’s father, paying close attention to his son’s German teacher. I suspected he would have been a good one because young Mr Quinton spoke excellent German, with many enthusiastic inflections, as if he had been reciting Goethe’s ‘The Destruction of Magdeburg’.

Quinton took me into his office. There was a cricket bat on the wall and several photographs of cricket teams. A fan turned slowly on the ceiling. It was hot. Outside the office window was a fine view of the Mohammedan Cemetery and, beyond, the Mediterranean Sea. The clock on the nearby tower struck the hour, and the muezzin at the mosque on the other side of Howard Street called the faithful to prayer. I was a long way from Berlin.

He opened the envelopes with which I had been entrusted with a paper knife shaped like a little scimitar. ‘Is it true that Jews in Germany are not allowed to play Beethoven or Mozart?’ he asked.

‘They are forbidden to play music by those composers at Jewish cultural events,’ I said. ‘But don’t ask me to justify it, Mr Quinton. I can’t. If you ask me, the whole country has gone insane.’

‘You should try living here,’ he said. ‘Here, Jew and Arab are at each other’s throats. With us in the middle. It’s an impossible situation. The Jews hate the British for not allowing more of them to come and live in Palestine. And the Arabs hate us for allowing any Jews here at all. Right now, it’s lucky for us they hate each other more than they hate us. But one day this whole country is going to blow up in our faces, and we’ll leave and it’ll be worse than ever before. You mark my words, Herr Gunther.’

While he had been speaking, he’d been reading the letters and sorting out various sheets of paper, some of them blank but for a signature. And now he explained what he was doing:

‘These are letters of accreditation,’ he said. ‘And signature samples for some new bank accounts. One of these accounts is to be a joint account for you and Dr Six. Is that right?’

I frowned, hardly liking the idea of sharing anything with the head of the SD’s Jewish Department. ‘I don’t know,’ I said.

‘Well, it’s from this account that you are to take the money to buy the lease on a property here in Jaffa,’ he explained. ‘As well as your own fee and expenses. The balance will be payable to Dr Six on presentation of a passbook that I will give to you to give to him. And his passport. Please make sure he understands that. The bank insists on the passbook holder identifying himself with a passport, if money is to be handed over. Clear?’

I nodded.

‘May I see your own passport, Herr Gunther?’

I handed it over.

‘The best person to help you find commercial property in Jaffa is Solomon Rabinowicz,’ he said, glancing over my passport and writing down the number. ‘He’s a Polish Jew, but he’s quite the most resourceful fellow I think I’ve met in this infuriating country. He has an office in Montefiore Street. In Tel Aviv. That’s about half a mile from here. I’ll give you his address. Always assuming that your client won’t want premises in the Arab quarter. That would be asking for trouble.’

He handed back my passport and nodded at Mr Begelmann’s trunk. ‘I take it those are your client’s valuables?’ he said. ‘The ones he wishes to store in our vault, pending his arrival in this country.’

I nodded again.

‘One of these letters contains an inventory of the property contained in that trunk,’ he said. ‘Do you wish to check the inventory before handing it over?’

‘No,’ I said.

Quinton came around the desk and collected the trunk. ‘Christ, it’s heavy,’ he said. ‘If you would wait here, I’ll have your own passbook prepared. May I offer you some tea? Or some lemonade, perhaps?’

‘Tea,’ I said. ‘Tea would be nice.’

My business at the bank concluded, I walked on to the hotel and found Hagen and Eichmann had already gone out. So, I had a cool bath, went to Tel Aviv, met Mr Rabinowicz, and instructed him to find a suitable property for Paul Begelmann.

I did not see the two SD men until breakfast the next morning when, slightly the worse for wear, they came down to look for some black coffee. They had made a night of it at a club in the old town. ‘Too much arak,’ whispered Eichmann. ‘It’s the local drink. A sort of aniseed-flavored grape spirit. Avoid it if you can.’

I smiled and lit a cigarette but waved the smoke away when it seemed to nauseate him. ‘Did you get hold of Reichert?’ I asked.

‘Yes. As a matter of fact he was with us last night. But not Polkes. So he’s liable to turn up here looking for us. Would you mind seeing him, just for five or ten minutes and explaining the situation?’

‘What is the situation?’

‘Our plans are changing by the minute, I’m afraid. We may not be coming back here after all. For one thing, Reichert seems to think we won’t have any better luck getting a visa in Cairo than we’ve had here.’

‘I’m sorry to hear that,’ I said. I was not sorry at all.

‘Tell him we’ve gone to Cairo,’ said Eichmann. ‘And that we’ll be staying at the National Hotel. Tell him to come and meet us there.’

‘I don’t know,’ I said. ‘I really don’t want to get involved in any of this.’

‘You’re a German,’ he said. ‘You’re involved whether you like it or not.’

‘Yes, but you’re the Nazi, not me.’

Eichmann looked shocked. ‘How can you be working for the SD and not be a Nazi?’ he asked.

‘It’s a funny old world,’ I said. ‘But don’t tell anyone.’

‘Look, please see him,’ said Eichmann. ‘If only for courtesy’s sake. I could leave a letter for him, but it would look so much better if you told him in person.’

‘Who is this Fievel Polkes, anyway?’ I asked.

‘A Palestinian Jew who works for the Haganah.’

‘And who are they?’

Eichmann smiled wearily. He was pale and sweating profusely. I almost felt sorry for him. ‘You really don’t know very much about this country, do you?’

‘I know enough to get a thirty-day visa,’ I said, pointedly.

‘Haganah is a Jewish militia group and intelligence service.’

‘You mean, they’re a terrorist organization.’

‘If you like,’ agreed Eichmann.

‘All right,’ I said. ‘I’ll see him. For courtesy’s sake. But I’ll need to know everything. I’m not meeting any of these murdering bastards with only half the story.’

Eichmann hesitated. I knew he didn’t trust me. But either he was too hung-over to care, or he now realized he had no choice but to level with me.

‘The Haganah want us to supply them with guns to use against the British here in Palestine,’ he said. ‘If the SD continues to promote Jewish emigration from Germany, they’re also proposing to supply us with information on British troop and naval movements in the eastern Mediterranean.’

‘The Jews helping their own persecutors?’ I laughed. ‘But that’s preposterous.’ Eichmann wasn’t laughing. ‘Isn’t it?’

‘On the contrary,’ said Eichmann. ‘The SD has already financed several Zionist training camps in Germany. Places where young Jews can learn the agricultural skills they will need to farm this land. Palestinian land. A National Socialist-financed Haganah is just one possible extension of that same policy. And that’s one of the reasons I came here. To get the measure of the people in command of Haganah, the Irgun, and other Jewish militia groups. Look, I know it’s hard to believe, but they dislike the British even more than they seem to dislike us.’

‘And where does Haj Amin fit into these plans?’ I asked. ‘He’s an Arab, isn’t he?’

‘Haj Amin is the other side of the coin,’ said Eichmann. ‘In case our pro-Zionist policy doesn’t work out. We had planned to meet the Arab High Committee and some of its members – principally, Haj Amin – here, in Palestine. But it seems that the British have ordered the dissolution of the committee and the arrest of its members. Apparently the assistant district commissioner of Galilee was murdered in Nazareth a few days ago. Haj Amin is now in hiding, in Jerusalem’s old city, but he’s going to try to slip out and meet us in Cairo. So, as you can see, there’s just Polkes to worry about here in Jaffa.’

‘Remind me never to play cards with you, Eichmann,’ I said. ‘Or, if I do, to make sure you take off your coat and roll up your sleeves.’

‘Just tell Fievel Polkes to come to Cairo. He’ll understand. But don’t, for Christ’s sake, mention the Grand Mufti.’

‘The Grand Mufti?’

‘Haj Amin,’ said Eichmann. ‘He’s the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem. He’s the highest official of religious law in Palestine. The British appointed him in 1921. Which makes him the most powerful Arab in the country. He’s also a rabid anti-Semite who makes the Führer seem like a Jew lover. Haj Amin has declared jihad on the Jews. Which is why the Haganah and the Irgun would like to see him dead. And which is why it’s best Fievel Polkes doesn’t know we’re planning to see him. He’ll suspect it’s happening, of course. But that’s his problem.’

‘I just hope it doesn’t become mine,’ I said.

*

The day after Eichmann and Hagen left on the boat for Alexandria, Fievel Polkes turned up at the Jerusalem Hotel looking for them. Polkes was a chain-smoking Polish Jew in his mid-thirties. He wore a crumpled, tropical-weight suit and a straw hat. He needed a shave, but not as badly as the chain-smoking Russian Jew accompanying him. He was in his mid-forties, with a couple of boulders for shoulders and a weathered sort of face like something carved on a flying buttress. His name was Eliahu Golomb. Their jackets were buttoned, although it was, as usual, a baking-hot day. When a man keeps his jacket buttoned on a hot day, it usually means one thing. After I had explained the situation, Golomb swore in Russian, and in an effort to smooth things over – these men were terrorists, after all – I pointed at the bar and offered to buy them a drink.

‘All right,’ said Polkes, who spoke good German. ‘But not in here. Let’s go somewhere else. I have a car outside.’

I almost said no. It was one thing to drink with them in the hotel bar. It seemed quite another thing to go somewhere in a car with men whose buttoned-up jackets told me they were armed, and probably dangerous. Seeing my hesitation, Polkes added, ‘You’ll be safe enough, my friend. It’s the British we’re fighting, not the Germans.’

We went outside and climbed inside a two-tone Riley saloon. Golomb drove slowly away from the hotel, like a man who didn’t want to attract attention to himself. We went north and east, through a German colony of smart white villas known as Little Valhalla, and then left across the railway line, onto Hashachar Herzl. Left again onto Lilien Blum, and then we stopped at a bar next to a cinema. We were, said Polkes, in the centre of the garden suburb of Tel Aviv. The air smelled of orange blossoms and the sea. Everything looked neater and cleaner than Jaffa. More European, anyway. And I remarked upon it.

‘Naturally you feel at home here,’ said Polkes. ‘Only Jews live here. If it was up to the Arabs, this whole country would be little better than a pissing place.’

We went into a glass-fronted café with Hebrew words painted on the window. It was called Kapulski’s. The radio was playing what I would have described as Jewish music. A dwarfish woman was mopping the chequered floor. On the wall was a picture of a wild-haired old man wearing an open-necked shirt who looked like Einstein, but without the soup-straining moustache. I had no idea who he was. Beside this picture was one of a man who looked like Marx. I recognized this man as Theodor Herzl only because Eichmann had a picture of him in what he called his Jew file. The barman’s eyes followed us as we passed through a beaded curtain and into a sweaty back room that was full of beer crates and chairs stacked on top of tables. Polkes took down three chairs and placed them on the floor. Meanwhile, Golomb helped himself to three beers from a crate, prised the tops off with his thumbs, and set them down on the table.

‘That’s a neat trick,’ I observed.

‘You should see him open a tin of peaches,’ said Polkes.

It was hot. I took off my jacket and rolled up my sleeves. Both Jews kept their lightweight jackets buttoned. I nodded at their bulky armpits. ‘It’s okay,’ I told Polkes. ‘I’ve seen a gun before. I won’t get nightmares if I see yours.’

Polkes translated into Hebrew and, smiling, Golomb nodded. His teeth were big and yellow, as if he usually ate grass for dinner. Then he took off his jacket. So did Polkes. Each of them was carrying a British Webley, as big as a dog’s hind leg. We all lit cigarettes, tasted our warm beers, and looked one another over. I paid more attention to Golomb since he seemed to be the one in charge. Eventually, Polkes said:

‘Eliahu Golomb is on the Command Council of Haganah. He’s in favour of your government’s radical Jewish policy, since it is the belief of Haganah that this will only increase the strength of the Jewish population in Palestine. In time, this can only mean that Jews will outnumber Arabs, after which the country will be ours for the taking.’

I always hated warm beer. I hate drinking it from a bottle. I get mad when I have to drink it from a bottle. I’d rather not drink it at all.

‘Let’s get something clear,’ I said. ‘It’s not my government. I hate the Nazis, and if you had any sense, you would, too. They’re a bunch of goddamn liars and you can’t believe a word they say. You believe in your cause. That’s fine. But there’s very little in Germany that’s worth believing in. Except perhaps that a beer should always be served cold and with a decent head on it.’

Polkes translated all that I had said and when he finished, Golomb shouted something in Hebrew. But I hadn’t finished my diatribe.

‘You want to know what they believe in? The Nazis? People like Eichmann and Hagen? They believe that Germany is a thing worth cheating for. Worth lying for. And you’re a pair of goddamn fools if you think any different. Even now those two Nazi clowns are preparing to meet your friend, the Grand Mufti, in Cairo. They’ll make a deal with him. And then the next day they’ll make a deal with you. And then they’ll go back to Germany and wait to see which one Hitler will go for.’

The barman arrived carrying three cold beers in glasses and put them on the table. Polkes smiled. ‘I think Eliahu likes you,’ he said. ‘He wants to know what you’re doing in Palestine. With Eichmann and Hagen.’

I told them that I was a private detective and about Paul Begelmann. ‘And just so you know there’s nothing noble about it,’ I added, ‘I’m being paid quite handsomely for my trouble.’

‘You don’t strike me as a man who’s entirely motivated by money,’ said Golomb, through Polkes.

‘I can’t afford to have principles,’ I said. ‘Not in Germany. People with principles end up at Dachau concentration camp. I’ve been to Dachau. I didn’t like it.’

‘You’ve been to Dachau?’ said Polkes.

‘Last year. A flying visit, you might say.’

‘Were there many Jews there?’

‘About a third of the prisoners were Jewish,’ I said. ‘The rest were communists, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, a few Germans with principles.’

‘And which were you?’

‘I was a man doing a job,’ I said. ‘Like I told you, I’m a private detective. And sometimes it takes me way out of my depth. It can happen very easily in Germany right now. I forget that myself sometimes.’

‘Maybe you would like to work for us?’ said Golomb. ‘It would be useful to know the minds of these two men we were supposed to meet. Especially useful to know what they agree to with Haj Amin.’

I laughed. It seemed that everyone these days wanted me to spy on someone else. The Gestapo wanted me to spy on the SD. And now Haganah wanted me to spy on them. There were times when I thought I’d joined the wrong profession.

‘We could pay you,’ said Golomb. ‘Money’s not something we’re short of. Fievel Polkes here is our man in Berlin. From time to time you two could meet up, and exchange information.’

‘I wouldn’t be worth anything to you,’ I said. ‘Not in Germany. Like I said, I’m just a private detective trying to make a living.’

‘Then help us here in Palestine,’ said Golomb. He had a deep gravelly voice that was entirely in keeping with the amount of hair on his body. He looked like a house-trained bear. ‘We’ll drive you to Jerusalem from where you and Fievel can catch a train to Suez, and then to Alexandria. We’ll pay you whatever you want. Help us, Herr Gunther. Help us to make something of this country. Everyone hates the Jews, and rightly so. We know no order or discipline. We’ve looked after ourselves for too long. Our only hope of salvation lies in a general immigration to Palestine. Europe is finished for the Jew, Herr Gunther.’

Polkes finished the translation and shrugged. ‘Eliahu is quite an extreme Zionist,’ he added. ‘But his is not an uncommon opinion among members of the Haganah. I myself don’t accept what he says about Jews deserving hatred. But he’s right about our needing your help. How much do you want? Sterling? Marks? Gold sovereigns, perhaps.’

I shook my head. ‘I won’t help you for money,’ I said. ‘Everyone offers me money.’

‘But you are going to help us,’ said Polkes. ‘Aren’t you?’

‘Yes, I’ll help you.’

‘Why?’

‘Because I’ve been to Dachau, gentlemen. I can’t think of a better reason to help you than that. If you’d seen it you would understand. That’s why I’m going to help you.’

Cairo was the diamond stud on the handle of the fan of the Nile delta. That was what my Baedeker said, anyway. To me it looked like something much less precious – more like the teat under a cow’s belly that fed a representative of every tribe in Africa, of which continent it was the largest city. ‘City’ seemed too small a word for Cairo, however. It seemed something much more than mere metropolis. It was like an island – a historical, religious, and cultural heartland, a city that was the model for every city that had come after it, and also its opposite. Cairo fascinated and alarmed me at the same time.

I checked into the National Hotel in the Ismailiyah Quarter, which was less than half a mile east of the Nile and the Egyptian Museum. Fievel Polkes stayed at the Savoy, which was at the southern end of the same street. The National was not much smaller than a decent-size village, with rooms as big as bowling alleys. Some of these were used as pungent-smelling hookah dens where as many as a dozen Arabs would sit, cross-legged on the floor, smoking pipes that were the size and shape of retort stands in a laboratory. A large Reuters notice board dominated the hotel lobby and, entering the guest lounge, you might have expected to see Lord Kitchener sitting in an armchair, reading his newspaper and twisting his waxed moustaches.

I left a message for Eichmann and, later on, met up with him and Hagen in the hotel bar. They were accompanied by a third German, Dr Franz Reichert, who worked for the German News Agency in Jerusalem, but who quickly excused himself from our company, pleading an upset stomach.

‘Something he ate, perhaps,’ said Hagen.

I slapped at a fly that had settled on my neck. ‘Just as likely it was something that ate him,’ I said.

‘We were at a Bavarian restaurant last night,’ explained Eichmann. ‘Near the Central Station. I’m afraid it wasn’t very Bavarian. The beer was all right. But the Wiener schnitzel was horse, I think. Or even camel.’

Hagen groaned and held his stomach for a moment. I told them I had brought Fievel Polkes with me and that he was staying at the Savoy. ‘That’s where we should have stayed,’ complained Hagen. And then: ‘I know why Polkes came to Cairo. But why did you come, Papi?’

‘For one thing, I don’t think our Jewish friend quite believed you really were here,’ I said. ‘So you can call it a sign of good faith, if you like. But for another, my business was concluded sooner than I had expected. And I decided that I might never have a better chance to see Egypt than this. So here I am.’

‘Thanks,’ said Eichmann. ‘I appreciate your bringing him down here. Otherwise we very probably wouldn’t have met him at all.’

‘Gunther’s a spy,’ insisted Hagen. ‘Why listen to him?’

‘We applied for a Palestinian visa,’ said Eichmann, ignoring the younger man. ‘And were turned down again. We’re applying again tomorrow. In the hope we can get a consular official who doesn’t dislike Germans.’

‘It’s not Germans the British don’t like,’ I told him. ‘It’s Nazis.’ I paused for a moment. Then, realizing that this was a good opportunity to ingratiate myself with them, said, ‘But who knows? Maybe the official you got last time was a yid.’

‘Actually,’ said Eichmann, ‘I think he was Scottish.’

‘Look here,’ I said, affecting a tone of weary honesty. ‘I might as well level with you. It wasn’t your boss, Franz Six, who asked me to spy on you. It was Gerhard Flesch. From the Gestapo’s Jewish Department. He threatened to investigate my racial origins if I didn’t. Of course, it’s all a bluff. There are no kikes in my family. But you know what the Gestapo are like. They can put you through all sorts of hoops in order to prove that you’re not a yid.’

‘I can’t imagine anyone who could look less Jewish than you do, Gunther,’ said Eichmann.

I shrugged. ‘He’s after proof that your department is corrupt,’ I said. ‘Well, of course, I could have told him that before we left Germany. I mean about my meeting with Six and Begelmann. But I didn’t.’

‘So what are you going to tell him?’ asked Eichmann.

‘Not much. That you didn’t get your visa. That I didn’t have a proper opportunity to see much more than that you cheated on your expenses. I mean, I’ll have to tell him something.’

Eichmann nodded. ‘Yes, that’s good. It’s not what he’s looking for, of course. He wants something more. To take over all the functions of our department.’ He clapped me on the shoulder. ‘Thanks, Gunther. You are a real mensch, do you know that? Yes. You can tell him I bought a nice new tropical suit, on expenses. That will piss him off.’

‘You did buy it on expenses,’ said Hagen. ‘Not to mention a whole load of other stuff besides. Solar topees, mosquito nets, walking boots. He’s bought more kit than the Italian army. Except for the one thing we really need. We don’t have any pistols. We’re about to meet some of the most dangerous terrorists in the Middle East and we don’t have any means of protecting ourselves.’

Eichmann pulled a face, which wasn’t difficult. His normal expression was a sort of grimace and his mouth was usually a cynical rictus. Whenever he looked at me I thought he was going to tell me he didn’t like my tie. ‘I’m sorry about that,’ he told Hagen. ‘I told you. It wasn’t my fault. But I don’t know what we can do about it now.’

‘We’ve been to the German embassy and asked them for some weapons,’ Hagen told me. ‘And they won’t give us any without proper authorization from Berlin. And if we asked for that it would make us look like a couple of amateurs.’

‘Can’t you go to a gunsmith and buy one?’ I asked.

‘The British are so alarmed about the situation in Palestine that they’ve stopped the sale of weapons in Egypt,’ said Hagen.

I had been looking for a way to insinuate myself into their meeting with Haj Amin. And I now saw how I might do it. ‘I can get a gun,’ I said. I knew the very man who would lend me one.

‘How?’ asked Eichmann.

‘I used to be a cop, at the Alex,’ I said smoothly. ‘There are always ways of getting guns. Especially in a city as big as this. You just have to know where to look. Low life is the same the world over.’

I went to see Fievel Polkes in his room at the Savoy.

‘I’ve found a way to get into their meeting with Haj Amin,’ I explained. ‘They’re scared of Al-Istiqlal and the Young Men’s Muslim Brotherhood. And they’re scared of the Haganah. Somehow they managed to leave their guns back in Germany.’

‘They’re right to be scared,’ said Polkes. ‘If you hadn’t agreed to spy on them we might have tried to assassinate them. And then blame it on the Arabs. We’ve done that before. Very possibly the Grand Mufti might have a similar idea about blaming something on us. You should be careful, Bernie.’

‘I’ve offered to buy a gun in Cairo’s underworld,’ I said. ‘And offered them my services as a bodyguard.’

‘Do you know where to buy a gun?’

‘No. I was rather hoping I might borrow that Webley you’re carrying.’

‘No problem,’ said Polkes. ‘I can always get another.’ He took off his jacket, unbuckled the shoulder holster, and handed over his rig. The Webley felt as heavy as an encyclopedia and almost as unwieldy. ‘It’s a top-break double-action forty-five,’ he explained. ‘If you do have to shoot it, just remember two things. One, it’s got a kick like a mule. And two, it’s got a bit of history attached to it, if you know what I mean. So make sure you throw it in the Nile, if you can. One more thing. Be careful.’

‘You already told me that.’

‘I mean it. These are the bastards who murdered Lewis Andrews, the acting high commissioner of Galilee.’

‘I thought that was your lot.’

Polkes grinned. ‘Not this time. We’re in Cairo now. Cairo is not Jaffa. The British tread more carefully here. Haj Amin won’t hesitate to kill all three of you if he thinks you might make a deal with us, so even if you don’t like what he says, pretend you do. These people are crazy. Religious fanatics.’

‘So are you, aren’t you?’

‘No, we’re just fanatics. There’s a difference. We don’t expect God to be pleased if we blow someone’s head off. They do. That’s what makes them crazy.’

The meeting took place in the vast suite Eichmann had reserved for himself at the National Hotel.

Shorter by a head than any man in the room, the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem wore a white turban and a long black cassock. He was a man quite without humour and had an air of self-importance that was doubtless helped by the fawning way his followers behaved around him. Most curious to me was the realization of how much he looked like Eichmann. Eichmann with a greying beard, perhaps. Maybe that explained why they got on so well.

Haj Amin was accompanied by five men wearing dun-coloured tropical suits and the tarboosh, which is the Egyptian version of the fez. His interpreter was a man with a grey Hitler-style moustache, a double chin, and an assassin’s eyes. He carried a thick carved walking stick, and like the other Arabs – with the exception of Haj Amin himself – he was wearing a shoulder holster.

Haj Amin, who was in his early forties, spoke only Arabic and French, but his interpreter’s German was good. The German newspaperman, Franz Reichert, who was now recovered from his earlier stomach upset, translated into Arabic for the two SD men. I sat near the door, listening to the conversation and affecting a vigilance that seemed appropriate given my self-appointed role as SD bodyguard. Most of what was said came from Haj Amin himself, and was deeply disturbing – not least because of the profound shock I experienced at the depth of his anti-Semitism. Hagen and Eichmann disliked the Jews. That was common enough in Germany. They made jokes about them and wanted to see them excluded from German public life, but, to me, Hagen’s anti-Semitism seemed naïve and Eichmann’s, little more than opportunism. Haj Amin, on the other hand, hated Jews as a dog might have hated a rat.

‘The Jews,’ said Haj Amin, ‘have changed life in Palestine in such a way that, if it goes unchecked, it must inevitably lead to the destruction of the Arabs in Palestine. We do not mind people coming to our country as visitors. But the Jew comes to Palestine as an alien invader. He comes as a Zionist and as someone equipped with all the trappings of modern European life, which are themselves an affront to the most sacred concepts of Islam. We are not accustomed to European ways. We do not want them. We wish our country to remain just as it was before the Jews started coming here in large numbers. We want no progress. We want no prosperity. Progress and prosperity are the enemies of true Islam. And there has already been enough talk. Talk with the British, with the Jews, with the French. Now we are talking with the Germans. But I tell you this, nothing but the sword will decide the fate of this country now. If it is the policy of Germany to support Zionism, then you should be aware of this. It is our policy that all Zionists and those who support Zionism will be massacred to the last man.

‘But I have not come here to threaten your Führer, Herr Eichmann. Germany is not an imperialistic country like Great Britain. It has not harmed a single Arab or Muslim state in the past. It was allied to the Ottoman Empire during the war. I myself served in the Ottoman army. Germany has only ever fought our imperialistic and Zionist enemies. The French. The British. The Russians. The Americans. For which your people have our gratitude and admiration. Only, you must not send us any more Jews, Herr Eichmann.

‘I have read the Führer’s great book. In translation only. However, I believe I may flatter myself that I know the Führer’s mind, gentlemen. He hates the Jews because of the defeat they brought upon Germany in 1918. He hates the Jews because it was the Jew, Chaim Weizmann, who invented the poison gas that injured him during the war, and caused him temporary blindness. For his delivery we give thanks to God. He hates the Jew because it was the Jew who brought America into the war on the side of the British Zionists, and helped to defeat Germany. I understand all of this only too well, gentlemen, since I hate the Jew, too. I hate the Jew for any number of reasons. But most of all I hate the Jew for his persecution of Jesus, who was a prophet of God. Because of that, for a Muslim to kill a Jew ensures him an immediate entry into heaven and into the august presence of Almighty God.

‘And so, my message to the Führer is this. Jews are not just the most fierce enemies of Muslims, they are also an ever-corrupting element in the world. Recognizing this has been the Führer’s greatest revelation to the world. Acting upon this revelation will, I believe, be his greatest legacy to the world. Acting decisively. For it is no solution to the Jewish problem in Germany and Europe to keep exporting them to Palestine. Another solution must be found, gentlemen. A solution to end all solutions. This is the message you must give your superiors. That the best way to deal with the Jewish problem is to dry up the source in Europe. And I make the Führer this solemn pledge. I will help him to destroy the British empire if he promises to liquidate the entire Jewish population of Palestine. All Jews, everywhere, must be killed.’

Even Eichmann seemed a little shocked at the Grand Mufti’s words. Hagen, who took notes, was left open-mouthed with astonishment at the cold simplicity of what the Mufti proposed. Reichert, too, was taken aback. Nevertheless, they managed to gather themselves sufficiently to promise the Mufti that they would convey his exact thoughts to their superiors in Berlin. Formal letters were exchanged. After which Eichmann concluded the meeting with an assurance for Haj Amin that now that they had met, they would surely meet again. Nothing of any real import had been agreed upon, and yet I had the sense that the Mufti’s words had made a real impression on the two SD men.

When the meeting was concluded and the Grand Mufti and his entourage had left Eichmann’s suite at the National – his Arab translator making a joke about how the British believed they still had Haj Amin cooped up somewhere within the Muslim holy places in Jerusalem (which, of course, they did not dare violate by entering to search for him) – the four of us looked at one another, lit cigarettes, and shook our heads in yet more wonder.

‘I never heard such madness,’ I said, hiking over to the window and watching the street below as Haj Amin and his men climbed into an anonymous-looking van with hard panel sides. ‘Utter madness. The fellow is a complete spinner.’

‘Yes,’ agreed Hagen. ‘And yet there was a certain cold logic to his madness, wouldn’t you say?’

‘Logic?’ I repeated, slightly incredulous. ‘How do you mean “logic”?’

‘I agree with Gunther,’ said Reichert. ‘It all sounded like complete madness to me. Like something from the First Crusade. I mean, don’t get me wrong, I’m no Jew lover, but, really, you can’t just liquidate a whole race of people.’

‘Stalin liquidated a whole class of people in Russia,’ said Hagen. ‘Two or three if you stop to think about it. He might just as easily have fixed on the Jews as on peasants, kulaks, and the bourgeoisie. And liquidated them instead. He’s spent the last five years starving the Ukrainians to death. There’s nothing to say you couldn’t starve the Jews to death in just the same way. Of course, that kind of thing presents enormous practical problems. And essentially my opinion remains unchanged. We should try to send them to Palestine. What happens when they get here is hardly our concern.’

Hagen came over to the window and lit a cigarette.

‘Although I do think that the establishment of an independent Jewish state in Palestine must be resisted at all costs. That’s something I’ve realized since we got here. Such a state might actually be capable of diplomatic lobbying against the German government. Of suborning the United States into a war against Germany. That possibility ought to be resisted.’

‘But surely you haven’t changed your opinion about de facto Zionism,’ said Eichmann. ‘I mean, clearly, we’re going to have to send the bastards somewhere. Madagascar makes no sense. They’d never go there. No, it’s here, or the other – what Haj Amin was talking about. And I can’t see anyone in the SD agreeing with that solution. It’s too far-fetched. Like something out of Fritz
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