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“But you, O Lord, are a shield around me; my glory, and the one who lifts up my head.”

Psalm 3:3, RVR,1960.
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“For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”

Ephesians 6:12, RSV2CE.

It would be naïve to consider that we are living in a world full of the light of God, where love, goodwill, justice and righteousness are the norm.

The results of our sins have contributed to long-term destructive effects upon the world. People are restless, evil has increased, and trouble is everywhere. (Webb, 2020).

We, unfortunately, are living in a dark world where competition, injustices, famines, and exploitation of the weak and powerless are the norm.

Now, more than ever, in our contemporaneous history, it has been made evident that the rich and powerful elites that dominate this world are mostly a group of corrupt and degenerate psychopaths that have no morality nor respect from humanity and our Father in Heaven.

Their gods are power, money, and lust.

And who is behind them?

Satan.

Can we, as individuals, overcome and defeat their armies, economic power, or worldwide manipulation through the mass media?

We can not.

Then, we need to know what kind of war we are fighting, so we can wear the proper armour to shield ourselves against these human demons.

Are we fighting a physical, social, economical or political war against this dark world?

No, what we are fighting is a spiritual war, and the first thing we need to do is to avoid engaging in these wars, so they won’t take away our valuable energy.

The apostles John and Paul of Tarsus both mentioned that this is a world which “we are not to love” (1 John 2:15-17), and that this is a world in whom the concept of “being filled with the spirit” (Ephesians 5:18) has no place.

In his article The Armour of Light, Tom L. Bright (2010) maintained that “the war in which we find ourselves is totally different from the carnal wars man has waged throughout history, and added that The soldiers of Christ will not hear the beating of drums, witness massive troop movements for the advantage of surprise, nor engage the enemy with arrows, spears, or swords. They will be immersed in a totally different type of war, a war which demands a change in strategy, tactics, and weapons. This warfare is not imperialist in nature; that is, our goal is not to make territorial acquisitions. God’s people fight to win the hearts of men, and to present ourselves holy and acceptable at the feet of Him Who is overall”(pp.171,172. southside-coc.org).

We should make no mistake; there is a spiritual warfare that started in our world since the times of Genesis, and that will not end until the time of the Revelation.

However, we can withstand the wiles of the devil and spiritual forces of wickedness because God has provided us with impenetrable spiritual shields that allow us to have active engagement in this spiritual warfare, as long as we use these offensive weapons daily.
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“I have said this to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."

John 16:33, RSV2CE.

“Satan’s on-going assault on humankind is real, the enemy is real, demons are real, spiritual warfare is real, it involves a constant multidimensional battle against the world [through a system of ungodly values], the flesh [through the promotion of the tendency to sin inherent in our fallen nature] and the devil” [through the supernatural personification of evil] (Bill Cook & Chuck Lawless, 2019, Spiritual Warfare in the Storyline of Scripture: A Biblical, Theological, and Practical Approach, Book Report). 

“There is a devil. He is real. He wants our souls, and he schemes to have his way. Satan has his minions, his puppets through which he works out his scandalous deeds. There is not one place in all of our existence upon the earth wherein these wicked pawns cannot be found. The power of Satan is very real and far-reaching. However, he cannot wield over us a power” (1 Cor. 10:13) which is beyond our ability to resist” (Tom L. Bright, 2010, The Armour of Light, p. 173, southside-coc.org).

“The Bible from beginning to end presupposes spiritual beings who exist ‘in-between’ humanity and God and whose behaviour significantly affects human existence, for better or for worse. This worldview is a perspective on reality that centers on the conviction that the good and evil, fortunate and unfortunate aspects of life are to be interpreted largely as the result of friendly or hostile spirits warring against each other and against us. The Biblical writers, ‘like almost all ancient peoples’, hold a ‘warfare worldview.’ [Unfortunately], The early church compromised this warfare worldview. The need for a ‘warfare perspective on suffering’ will only be appreciated if one grasps ‘the radicality of evil in our world”(D.A. Carson, 1999. God, The Bible and Spiritual  Warfare: A Review Article, p.252. Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society. 42/2 . 251–269).

In Ephesians 6:12, the apostle Paul clearly indicates that the conflict with Satan is spiritual, and therefore, no tangible weapons can be effectively employed against him and his minions.

In his article Spiritual Realities – Two Realms, Three Heavens, Two Kingdoms, David Lee Martin (2024), maintained that ‘the second heaven is the spiritual realm of the earth, and is populated by spiritual beings, both good and evil. It is in the second heaven, where Satan still attempts to exercise rule and assert his will. The demonic governments in the spiritual realm (the second heaven) oppose the servants and messengers of God. The visible earthly realm and its inhabitants affect the invisible heavenly realms, and vice versa’. The kingdom of darkness has no authority in the earth other than that which is given to it by earth’s inhabitants, namely, mankind (jesuschrist.co.uk).

We live in the first heaven. We are influenced by the second heaven. We are accountable to the third heaven. The second heaven is the realm of warfare. There are two loyalties in that realm: those allied with the Creator and those opposed to Him. The battleground is for humanity's hearts to be loyal to one or the other. And it is war!’(Kurt Mahler, 2021. The Three Heavens. kurtmahler.com).

Davalos (2024), in his eBook The Mental Warfare From the Second Heaven, maintained that “The sad state of our world, its manipulated societies, spiritually oppressed inhabitants and the hostility of its dominant elites give testimony to how Satan is controlling our interactions from the second heaven” (p.6).

Regarding the influence of Satan in this world, in his article After Pentecost, Then What? John W. Ritenbaugh (1995) maintained that ‘we have been the unwitting slaves of Satan the Devil, an invisible, perversely intelligent, deceitful, powerful, and heartless master who is the god of this world’ (2 Corinthians 4:4). ‘He has created cultures with ways of life appealing to our self-centred natures. He stimulates our spirit through corrupt music, literature, art, and religion. He diverts our attention from more important concerns of life using entertainment with erotic visual and auditory impact. He has enslaved our minds by appealing to the desires of the flesh and the eyes, and the pride of life (1 John 2:16), almost from the time we were born’ (bibletools.org).

As a result of these struggles, a spiritual warfare between three different wills takes place at all times in our dark world, the Divine will, the Human will, and the Satanic will, and due to the sad conditions and darkness that rule the affairs of our world it is obvious that the Satanic will and the Human will are working together to destroy the souls of humankind.

The will is the capacity to choose and decide which actions to follow with freedom and self-control instead of reacting automatically to stimuli (link.springer.com;apa.org). God has given human beings free will, and thus human beings can choose right from wrong (rep.rotledge.com).

“The powers to be in this world who are followers of Satan are trying to control humanity’s free will. They know that self-awareness and intelligence are what distinguishes us from the animal kingdom, and that subjugation to the flesh dims both, and also affects the strength of our free will, and this is why they constantly promote throughout all nations, sins of intemperance, and most specifically the incontinence of lust, through pornography and gender ideologies that have a particularly powerful role in darkening the intellect, and depleting the light of our souls. They know that destroying human reason will turn humanity into soulless and robotic herd animals” (Davalos, 2024, The Silent Trap of Spiritual Depletion, pp.8,12).

A person's will is [a] spirit [that] is the source and overseer of his thoughts. The world [also] has a spirit [and a will]. The spirit of the world is the world's attitude, its inclination, tendency, atmosphere, mood, or frame of mind. The spirit of the world is also [its will, and] the motivating impulse of the culture, which can manifest in many ways, but it will always be anti-God (David C. Grabbe. What Is the Holy Spirit? Forerunner, ‘Ready Answer,’ September-October 2014).

In her book The Sacred Band, Janet Morris affirmed that “this fight coming is not a battle of weapons, but a battle of wills”(Janet Morris, Chris Morris, 2010, p.286, Paradise Publishing) and this type of fight is already among us.

“Our world suffers from spiritual darkness because a large number of human wills are mostly negatively affected by the satanic will, and the divine will manifested by Jesus Christ is increasingly relegated to oblivion in our societies. The religious system, the political system, the social system, and the economic system are rotten because God is pushed every day out of them in our world. It is not difficult to conclude that in our current world, our human will, or at least an important part of this human spirit, has been corrupted by the satanic will, that is alive and well in a very wealthy and powerful elite of human demons that are actively working to spread Satan’s lies and his darkness throughout the whole planet. Due to the active involvement of Satan in this world through his sons of disobedience, loving God and loving the world system are mutually exclusive” (Davalos, 2024, The Three Wills and the State of Our World, pp.3,4,8).
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