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What If You Were An Explorer?
So. You want to be an explorer. Good. Because the world is not finished being discovered.
Some people think the age of exploration is over. They think every mountain has been
climbed, every ocean crossed, every continent mapped, every corner of the Earth
photographed from space. They are spectacularly wrong. Eighty percent of the ocean
floor has NEVER BEEN MAPPED — not approximately, not roughly. Eighty percent. We
have better maps of the surface of Mars than we have of the bottom of our own ocean.
And even the parts we think we know are full of things we haven’t truly seen.
Scientists estimate there are approximately 8.7 million species on Earth. We have
identified about 2.1 million. That means roughly 6.5 million species exist on this planet
right now that no human being has ever documented. The Amazon rainforest still
contains regions where no scientific survey has ever been conducted. The deep ocean
contains ecosystems that were not even known to exist until 1977 — entire communities
of creatures living without sunlight, deep underwater, near volcanic cracks called
hydrothermal vents (see Glossary).
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The unexplored spaces aren’t behind us. They’re beneath us, around us, and inside the
places we thought we already knew. The age of exploration isn’t over. We just changed the
direction. We stopped looking outward and started looking inward.
The explorer’s mindset is a combination of curiosity and patience — the willingness to not
know, to follow a thread without knowing exactly where it leads.
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What An Explorer Actually Does
These frontiers aren’t always far away. They are often hidden inside places we thought we
understood. Beyond space — which is its own kind of exploration, with its own rockets and
rules — modern exploration on Earth happens on five frontiers. They are easy to overlook
because they are not what most people picture when they hear the word explorer.
The deep ocean: covers 71% of Earth’s surface, and the vast majority has never been
seen by human eyes.
The underground: cave systems extending for hundreds of miles, the deepest stretching
more than a mile straight down. Crystals grow in the dark. Underground rivers cut
through stone. Some species evolved in total darkness for millions of years and have no
eyes because they have never needed them.
The forest canopy: 100 to 150 feet above the ground. Until the 1980s, this world was
barely studied. Entire communities of insects, frogs, birds, and plants live their whole lives
without ever touching the ground.
The ice: Antarctic and Greenland ice sheets containing climate records stretching back
hundreds of thousands of years, a library most of which has never been read.
And the micro-frontier: microbial communities (too small to see) in extreme
environments that are rewriting our understanding of where life can exist. These are
everywhere: in soil, in ocean water, inside your gut, on the surface of a rock.
Five frontiers. Five places where the map is still blank. Pick one. Go there. Fill it in.
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