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EPILOGUE

Disclaimer: This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are products of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or to actual events is purely coincidental.

Other ALPHA 7 espionage novels by the author:

ALPHA 7 MISSION: LASER DEFENSE, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: PHENIX, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: GLACIER, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: DARK ECHO, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: FALCON, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: PELICAN DOWN, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: GILGAMESH, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: HELIOS, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: GILGAMESH AND THE ANUNNAKI, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: THE LEGACY OF GILGAMESH, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: EYES BENEATH THE VATICAN, 2026

ALPHA 7 MISSION: EYES BENEATH THE LATERAN BASILICA, 2026

ALPHA 7 MISSION: THE LITHIUM COMPLOT, 2026

ALPHA 7 MISSION: PECH DE BUGARACH, 2026

ALPHA 7 MISSION: THE TREASURES OF ALARIC II, 2026

ALPHA 7 MISSION: HERCULES, 2026

ALPHA 7 MISSION: THE LOST SICILIAN LIBRARY, 2026

ALPHA 7 PROTAGONISTS.

Classified Briefing Document – Joint Intelligence Directive MI6/ DGSE, Date of Issue: April 2014, Subject: Formation of Task Force Alpha 7. Following the unlawful annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation in March 2014, Western intelligence agencies observed a sharp escalation in covert operations targeting critical infrastructure, diplomatic networks and economic interests across Europe, Africa and the Middle East. These operations, executed by non-attributable agents and proxies, marked a shift towards hybrid warfare blending cyber sabotage, disinformation and clandestine paramilitary actions. In response, the United Kingdom’s Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) and France’s Directorate General for External Security (DGSE) initiated a joint task force under a classified bilateral agreement. The unit would operate autonomously, outside conventional NATO command structures, with a mandate to counter Russian clandestine activities worldwide. Task Force Alpha 7 was established not only as a tactical counter-intelligence unit, but as the operational spearhead of a covert European Defence Pact designed to shield the continent from hostile state actors including Russia, China, North Korea and Iran. This pact is reinforced by a dual deterrence strategy: a nuclear umbrella provided by the United Kingdom and France, and a classified Laser Defence Shield capable of intercepting ballistic threats, rogue missile launches and satellite-based sabotage. Alpha 7’s mission is to ensure the integrity of this shield, prevent infiltration of its command systems and neutralise threats before they escalate into open conflict. Agents of Alpha 7 are deployed across energy corridors, cyber-vulnerable zones and diplomatic flashpoints. Their missions span regions such as North Africa, the Caspian Basin, the Baltic States, Southeast Asia, Syria, Ukraine and Sahel. Each operative is selected for elite proficiency in psychological warfare, cyber infiltration, linguistics and deep-cover espionage, and chosen for ideological resilience and operational discretion.

Damian Carter is a brilliant MI6 officer with expertise in classical languages, archaeology and international relations. Educated at Cambridge and Oxford, he frequently assumes the alias of director of Griffin Arts Group, an import-export firm specialising in antiquities. Emmy Carter is an art historian with experience at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and Christie’s Paris, specialising in provenance and cultural investigations. Eleanor Blake is a cryptography specialist whose codebreaking expertise is vital to Alpha 7’s secure communications. Victoria “Vicky” Langley is an investigative journalist with deep political and intelligence connections, formerly with the Financial Times and MI5. Julien Moreau, supervisor of Alpha 7, trained at École Polytechnique and is an expert in covert operations, cybersecurity and geopolitical strategy. Oliver Grant is a charismatic undercover operative with exceptional disguise and infiltration skills, trained at Scotland Yard. Sebastian “Seb” Turner is a former Special Air Service commando specialising in explosives and high-risk operations across the Middle East and Eastern Europe. Isabelle Lefevre is a cybersecurity and financial-systems expert with experience at Goldman Sachs, DGSI and Euronext Paris. Etienne Dubois is a surveillance specialist with a background in the BRB, skilled in tracking individuals, vehicles and buildings. Claire Fontaine is an art expert specialising in medieval and Renaissance works, formerly a curator at the Louvre. Lucien Martin is a scientist with a career spanning defence research and CERN, contributing to advanced European technologies. Clovis, Director of the DGSE, is a strategic mastermind with deep experience in military strategy and cyber intelligence.

ALPHA 7 HEADQUARTERS, PARIS.

Located behind a historic townhouse façade in the 8th arrondissement, the Alpha 7 headquarters contains a concealed, state-of-the-art command centre accessed through a hidden door in the library. The building includes an art gallery and antiquities import-export firm as cover identities. Security systems include biometric scanners, encrypted communications, AI-monitored perimeters and quantum-encrypted channels. Underground tunnels provide discreet mobility and emergency evacuation routes. Motto: In profundo veritas.

ECLIPSE ANTAGONISTS.

The Eclipse Consortium, founded in 2009, operates across Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia. Its primary activities include strategic destabilisation, resource control, cyber manipulation, covert influence operations and black-budget weapons development. Its command structure is cell-based, compartmentalised and fully deniable. Victor Orlov, founder and mastermind, was born into an elite Moscow family and educated in economics and geopolitics. Rising through Russian intelligence, he conducted economic sabotage and cyber operations. A strategist driven by power, he uses chaos as a tool and manipulation as an art. Oleg Kaperski, former Spetsnaz officer and operative for the KGB and FSB, is an expert in tactical coordination, arms trafficking, sabotage, extortion and assassination. Professor Wolf Schneider, born in East Germany in 1985 and smuggled to Russia under a Stasi-arranged identity, was absorbed into Soviet missile research and later became a leading weapons scientist in classified programmes. Anastasia Petrova, head of infiltration and psychological operations, has extensive GRU, KGB and FSB experience. A master of deception and interrogation, she is the strategic partner and wife of Victor Orlov.

ECLIPSE HEADQUARTERS AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

The primary headquarters is hidden beneath a former palace in St Petersburg, serving as the strategic hub for global operations. Secondary command centres include an enormous underground complex in Artyom, Russia, a bunker in Belgrade supporting cyber operations and arms trading, and The Red Star in Nice, a Russian casino used for money laundering and covert negotiations. The Consortium employs cyber attacks, economic manipulation, infiltration and military actions. It operates weapons factories producing tanks, aircraft, satellites, ballistic missiles and laser weapons, and controls gold mines, diamonds and rare-earth materials.

VATICAN INTELLIGENCE & DIPLOMATIC NETWORK.

Cardinal Ettore Davini, later elected Pope Davini I, plays a central diplomatic role. Cardinal Armand Leblanc is head of the Vatican secret service. Cardinal Michele is the most influential Jesuit Cardinal in Rome. Conte, an officer of the Swiss Guard, provides operational support.

PROLOGUE ALPHA 7 MISSION: NARRATIVE CONTROL.

Since the discovery of the sealed chamber beneath the cliffs of Erice, a finding that still appears in no official archive, something has lingered within Europe’s intelligence community. It was not the artefacts themselves, nor the manuscripts recovered from the Lost Sicilian Library, but the structure hidden within them. Julien Martin had been the first to recognise it. The codices did not behave like historical texts. They pulsed with rhythm, repeated in patterns, and revealed a semantic architecture that resembled an algorithm more than a language. The material was classified, locked away and quietly forgotten. Yet patterns do not disappear. They wait.

Almost a year later, an unknown thriller writer named Jonas Falcon began publishing a series of novels set across Germany, France and the United Kingdom. His stories touched on energy instability, climate radicalisation, conscription, NATO fractures, rare-earth tensions and Russian hybrid warfare. At first it seemed like coincidence. Then the protests began. Slogans from his books appeared on placards. Cyber incidents unfolded in ways he had described months earlier. Young readers shared his work at a pace that felt engineered rather than organic. Falcon became a phenomenon, a bestseller, a cultural voice that no one had anticipated.

Alpha 7 saw something different. His novels displayed the same semantic anomalies found in the Sicilian codices. The same cadence. The same cognitive triggers. The same hidden architecture. When the Alpha 7 supercomputer in Paris analysed his entire body of work, a single name emerged from the data. Schneider. Not one man, but a lineage. Professor Otto Schneider, once a Stasi linguist and later a BND analyst, the original source of the semantic structures. Professor Wolf Schneider, smuggled out of East Germany as a teenager and absorbed into the Soviet military-industrial complex, now the scientific architect of Eclipse and the man who had weaponised those structures.

Jonas Falcon is not an offender. He is a vector. And Europe is about to learn that the most dangerous war is no longer fought with weapons, but with stories. Mission Narrative Control begins here.
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CHAPTER 1
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Jonas Falcon sat in his library, the room he had built long before he had any right to call himself a writer. Shelves lined the walls from floor to ceiling, filled with the books he had carried home from airports, hotel lobbies and second-hand shops in cities he barely remembered. The fire in the hearth burned low, casting a warm, uneven glow across the spines of Le Carré, Forsyth, Higgins, Clancy and a scattering of obscure European thrillers he had found during his years on the road as a sales representative.

Colin, his rough-haired dachshund, lay curled on the rug, snoring softly in the way only a dog with absolute trust in its surroundings can. Outside, the Dutch winter pressed against the windows, but inside the room the air was still, heavy with the scent of old paper and woodsmoke.

Jonas leaned back in his chair, a mug of cooling tea beside him, and stared at the blank page on his laptop. He had travelled the world for years, crossing borders, sitting in anonymous hotel rooms, watching people in airports who looked as if they carried secrets. Somewhere along the way the idea had taken hold that he could write a thriller of his own. Something sharp. Something European. Something that felt real.

He rubbed his forehead, thinking about the thread that would tie his story together. A plot set between Germany and France, perhaps. Something with intelligence services, political tension, the kind of quiet pressure that never makes headlines but shapes the world all the same. He had the atmosphere. He had the tone. What he lacked was the spark.

He reached for his laptop, intending to reread his notes, and opened his email instead. Most of it was the usual clutter: newsletters he never read, travel offers he no longer needed, a reminder from his publisher about a deadline that was still comfortably far away.

Then his eye caught a message he did not recognise.

The sender’s name was unfamiliar. The subject line was short. It simply read: Jonas read the subject line again, unsure whether he had seen it correctly the first time. The message looked harmless enough, almost disappointingly ordinary. He clicked it open, expecting a generic request or perhaps a spam invitation to a writing seminar he had never signed up for.

The text was brief.

We are a small group of readers who enjoy discovering new authors. Your work caught our attention, and we would love to learn more about your latest book. Would it be possible to meet you for a cup of coffee and discuss your ideas in person? There was no signature. No organisation. No website. Only a first name that meant nothing to him. Colin lifted his head again, ears twitching as if he sensed Jonas’ hesitation. The fire crackled softly behind him, the only sound in the room.

Jonas leaned back in his chair. He had received kind messages before, usually from readers who wanted to share a favourite scene or ask when the next book might appear. But this felt different. Not threatening. Not strange. Just... deliberate. As if someone had been waiting for him to reach this point. He read the message a second time, then a third. A group of readers. A cup of coffee. A simple conversation about his latest book. It was flattering, in a quiet way. And harmless. At least, it appeared to be. He glanced at the shelves around him, at the thrillers that had shaped his imagination for years. He had always wondered how real authors handled moments like this. Perhaps this was simply part of the journey. Jonas moved the cursor to the reply button. Colin gave a soft, uncertain growl.

Jonas hesitated. Then he began to type. Jonas read the message twice before he allowed himself to smile. A group of readers. People who genuinely cared about new authors. People who wanted to talk about his work. It felt almost unreal. After years of travelling the world as a sales representative, after countless nights in hotel rooms where he had promised himself that one day he would write a book, this was the first time anyone outside his circle of friends had reached out to him.

He typed a short reply, polite and grateful, and suggested a place close to his home. The White Swan, a small beach restaurant he had visited since childhood, sat only a few minutes’ walk from his house. It was quiet in winter
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