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I Tok U Tok is a series of 50 conversations proven to effectively help ESL students hone their language skills. There are over 640 questions on a variety of topics that ESL students will easily identify with. The conversations are designed to challenge and engage ESL students as they strive to confidently express themselves in the same way they would in their first language. 
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Conversation 1

My City
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1) What is your full name? Does your name mean anything?

3) Do you have a nickname?

4) What country do you live in?

5) What city do you live in?

6) Do you like the city you live in? Why?

7) Are there some things you don’t like about the city you live in? 

8) What would you change in your city to improve it?

9) What are some of the things you like to do in your city?

10) How many people live in your city?

11) What kind of industries are there in your city?

12) Is your city famous for something?

13) What part of the city do you live in?

14) When is the city most busy?

15) When is the city most quiet?

16) What do people like to do in your city?

17) What kinds of restaurants are there in your city?

18) Do you like to go to restaurants? Why?

19) What kinds of sports can you do in your city?

20) What other activities can you do in your city?
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Conversation 2

School

1) At what age did you start going to school?

2) What school did you go to?

3) Where was the school?

4) How did you get there?

5) Did you like going to school? Why?

6) What kinds of things did you learn while you were in school?

7) How many hours per day did you go to school?

8) Did you attend high school?

9) Where was the school located?

10) Was high school more fun than elementary school? Why?

11) What subjects did you study in high school?

12) What was your favorite subject? Why?

13) Was your favorite subject your best subject?

14) Apart from studying what other things did you do after school?

15) How much time, on average did you spend studying after school?

16) Did you have a part-time job when you were in high school? Describe your job.

17) After high school, did you attend a university or college? Where?

18) What did you study? If you didn’t go to school, did you work, and where?

19) What did you like best about university or college? Why?

20) What kind of work would you like to do after university or college?
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Conversation 3

Arts and Culture
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1) What kinds of books do you like to read? Why?

2) Who is your favorite author? Why? 

3) What was the last book you read?

4) Would you recommend this book? Why?

5) If you were going to write a book, what kind of book would you write? Why?

6) Do you like to go to museums? Why?

7) What kinds of museums have you visited? Where were they located?

8) Have you visited any museums or art galleries in this city? Which ones?

9) Do you plan on visiting any museums or art galleries in the near future? Which ones?

10) Have you been to any museums or art galleries in your country? Which ones?

11) What kinds of movies do you like to see? Why?

12) Have you seen a good movie lately?

13) What was it about?

14) Who is your favorite actor/actress? Why?

15) Would you like to be an actor, or would you like to be a director? Why?

16) What kind of movie would you like to be in, or what kind of movie would you like to make?

17) What kind of music do you like?

18) Who is your favorite singer/band?

19) Have you been to a live concert lately? Which one?

20) Which singer/band would you like to see in the future?
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Conversation 4

Sports and Hobbies
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1) What do you do to maintain your health?

2) Do you prefer indoor sports or outdoor sports? 

3) What is your favorite indoor sport? Why?

4) What is your favorite outdoor sport? Why?

5) How many times a week do you exercise?

6) Is there a sport that you would like to learn? Why?

7) Is there a sport that you used to enjoy, but do not enjoy any more? Why?

8) Are there any sports that you like to watch?

9) What, in your opinion, is the most exciting sport in the world?

10) If you could be a famous athlete, who would you like to be? Why?

11) What in your opinion is the difference between a sport and a hobby?

12) Do you have any hobbies? What are your hobbies?

13) What is your favorite hobby? Why?

14) Do you need any special skills for this hobby?

15) What makes this hobby so special?

16) Is there a hobby that you would like to take up?

17) Is there a hobby that you think would be boring? Why?

18) What, in your opinion, is the purpose of having a hobby?

19) Is there a hobby that you would recommend to someone? Why?

20) Do you think people today have more time for hobbies, or less time for hobbies?
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Conversation 5

Food
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1) When you get up in the morning, are you usually hungry? Why?

2) When you get up in the morning, what do you usually eat?

3) Have you ever tried breakfast cereals? Which ones?

4) Can you name six kinds of fruit?

5) What is your favorite breakfast item? Why?

6) What is your favorite fruit? Why?

7) Describe your favorite fruit.(size, color, smell, taste, etc.)

8) What do you usually eat for lunch? Describe the food items.

9) What is your favorite lunch item? Why?

10) If you have the choice, do you prefer a hot lunch, or a cold lunch? Why?

11) Do you often skip lunch? Why?

12) Do you have a favorite lunch time restaurant or take-out?

13) Do you prefer long, leisurely lunches, or quick lunches? Why?

14) Do you often have a snack between lunch and dinner? If so, what do you have?

15) Apart from the foods of your native country, do you like other foods? Which ones?

16) What dish, or kind of food would you like to learn how to prepare? Why?

17) Which restaurants have you tried in this city?

18) Do you now have a favorite restaurant in this city? What is special about it?

19) What do you think of the service in the restaurants that you have tried?

20) Would you recommend a restaurant that you have been to? Why?
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Conversation 6

Transportation
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1) When you need to get somewhere, do you like to walk there? Why?

2) What do you think of running? Why?

3) Do you know how to ride a bicycle? When did you learn?

4) Who taught you how to ride a bicycle? Describe the experience.

5) Have you ever taught someone to ride a bicycle? Describe the experience.

6) Do you think the bicycle is a good mode of transportation? Why?

7) How long do you think the bicycle has been in existence? Where did it first appear?

8) Describe your longest bicycle trip. Did anything special happen?

9) What do you think of electric scooters?

10) Have you ever tried an electric scooter? Describe the experience.

11) Do you think scooter riders should wear helmets? Why?

12) Should cyclists also have to wear helmets? Why?

13) Are electric scooters and bicycles popular in your city?

14) What do you think of motorcycles as a form of transportation?

15) Would you like to own a motorcycle? Why?

16) Have you ever ridden a horse? Describe the experience. 

17) If you have never ridden a horse, what do you think it is like? 

18) Would you like to see more horses being used as transportation in cities? Why?

19) What is your favorite form of transportation? Why?

20) Name six modes of transportation.
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Conversation 7

Fashion, trends, and styles
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1) What, in your opinion is the definition of fashion?

2) Does fashion apply to clothing only? If not, to what other things does it apply?

3) Is there anything presently in fashion that you like? Why?

4) Is there anything presently in fashion that you don’t like? Why? 

5) Is there something presently in fashion that was in fashion before? If so, why do you think it is back in fashion?

6) Who do you think determines fashion? 

7) Do you think we pay too much for things in fashion? Why?

8) Is there something you like that is not in fashion?

9) Do you think society is becoming more fashion conscious, or less fashion conscious? Why?

10) Do you think fashions come and go faster or slower than they used to? Give examples.

11) Can you name some things that are always in fashion?

12) Will modern society become more formal or less formal? Why?

13) Do you think fashion is a result of consumer surveys or a result of marketing efforts? In other words, does the consumer decide what is in the marketplace or does the marketplace tell the consumer what he/she will buy?

14) Do you usually buy things you want, or things you need? Give examples.

15) Do you think fashion trends are getting better, or worse? Why?
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Conversation 8

Nature
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1) If you were given the choice, would you rather live in a city or in the country? Why?

2) Why do you think more people live in cities?

3) If you lived in the country, would you like to live on a farm? Why?

4) If you lived on a farm, what kinds of crops would you like to grow? Why? 

5) If you lived on  a farm, what kinds of animals would you like to raise? Why?

6) Have you ever stayed on a farm? If so, did you enjoy the experience? Why?

7) Do you think more people should live in the country? Why?

8) Can you name five different types of trees?

9) Can you name five different types of flowers?

10) Can you name five farm animals?

11) What is your favorite farm animal? Why?

12) Can you name five wild animals?

13) If you could be an animal, what kind of animal would you like to be? Why?

14) Can you name five different kinds of birds?

15) What is your favorite bird? Why?

16) Can you name five different kinds of fish?

17) What is your favorite fish?

18) Can you name five different insects?

19) What insect do you dislike the most? Why?

20) What is the most beautiful place you have ever seen in nature?
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Conversation 9

Dreams
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!) Do you dream a lot when you sleep?

2) Do you often remember your dreams in the morning?

3) What kinds of dreams do you remember?

4) What was the best dream you ever had? Explain?

5) What was your worst dream? Explain?

6) In your opinion, do dreams have any significance?

7) In your country’s culture, does dreaming about certain things have special significance? What?

8) Do you think dreaming is good for you? Why?

9) If you have a good day, does this mean you will have good dreams at night? Why?

10) What in your opinion is the difference between a daydream and a dream that occurs at night?

11) Do you like to daydream? Why?

12) Do you think dreams are important? Why?

13) Do you think animals can dream?

14) Do you dream about something special in your future? What?

15) Have any of your dreams come true?

16) Why do you think dreams are often illogical?

17) Do
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