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Galatians 5 speaks of the fruits of the Spirit: “22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”

Take note, we are dealing here with the fruits of the Spirit, not our spirit. So we can only develop and carry such fruit when we allow God to abide and work in us. Therefore, we have to “live in the Spirit”, meaning walking in the Spirit who produces such fruit. This volume of work has been prompted by the simple reason that the church seems to be neglecting the need to equip disciples who reflect and manifest the character of God.

We have become too obsessed with creating a feel-good Church, gifts, signs and wonders, yet ignoring character. We need to earnestly cultivate a character that glorifies and exalts God, so that the world may know we are disciples of God because of the fruit we carry.

Galatians 5 speaks about the fruit of THE Spirit. In our capacity, we cannot generate such constant good fruits, but this can only be done when we yield and submit to the Holy Spirit. After all, daily we struggle with the realm of the soul, therefore with our thoughts and emotions. So Paul writes: “25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” Only when we are led by the Spirit, as also mentioned in Romans 8, will the evidence of the Spirit (therefore the fruit of His work and presence) be manifested and evident in our lives. This is the key to a balanced life – a life led by the Spirit of God, where we are not solely led by our intelligence or emotions, but by the Spirit of the Lord.

The fruit of the Spirit is one of the greatest evidences of a life that has been transformed by God. While many believers desire power, victory, and spiritual authority, Scripture teaches that true spiritual strength is inseparably connected to godly character. The fruit of the Spirit, described in Galatians 5:22-23 as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control, is the visible expression of the Holy Spirit's work within a believer. These qualities reveal not only what God is doing in a person's life but also the extent to which that person is becoming more like Christ.

The fruit of the Spirit is important because it reflects the very nature of God. God is not only powerful; He is also loving, patient, faithful, and good. As disciples of Christ, we are called to represent Him in the earth. We are ambassadors of the Kingdom of Heaven, and our lives should display the character of the King whom we serve. When believers walk in the fruit of the Spirit, they become living testimonies of God's grace, mercy, and transforming power.

Many believers seek victory over sin, temptation, and spiritual opposition, yet often overlook the fact that the fruit of the Spirit is one of God's primary tools for achieving such victory. Love overcomes hatred. Peace overcomes anxiety. Patience overcomes frustration. Self-control overcomes fleshly desires. Every aspect of spiritual fruit equips the believer to triumph over the weaknesses of the fallen nature. Victory is not merely about defeating external enemies; it is also about conquering the internal battles that seek to hinder spiritual growth and effectiveness.

A believer who bears the fruit of the Spirit develops a strong spiritual character that cannot easily be shaken by circumstances. Storms will come, trials will arise, and opposition will sometimes appear fierce. However, the believer whose life is rooted in God's character remains steadfast. Joy sustains them in hardship. Peace guards their heart in uncertainty. Faithfulness keeps them committed when others fall away. Such a person becomes spiritually resilient because their strength is founded upon the work of God within them.

The fruit of the Spirit is also essential for spiritual conquest. Throughout Scripture, God calls His people to advance, overcome, and possess what He has promised. Yet no army can remain victorious if it lacks discipline and integrity. In the same way, believers cannot effectively fulfil their God-given mission without spiritual character. The fruit of the Spirit provides the discipline, wisdom, humility, and perseverance necessary to advance God's Kingdom and fulfil His purposes.

Jesus Himself perfectly demonstrated the fruit of the Spirit. Though He possessed all authority in heaven and earth, He walked in humility, compassion, patience, and unwavering faithfulness. His victory over sin, death, and the powers of darkness was not achieved through force alone but through perfect obedience to the Father. Christ's life teaches us that genuine spiritual authority flows from a heart that is fully surrendered to God and shaped by His character.

The fruit of the Spirit also protects believers from many of the traps that hinder spiritual growth. Pride, anger, bitterness, jealousy, and selfish ambition have destroyed countless ministries, relationships, and testimonies. Yet where the fruit of the Spirit is cultivated, these destructive influences lose their power. Love disarms bitterness. Gentleness overcomes harshness. Goodness defeats selfishness. Self-control restrains impulsive actions. The fruit of the Spirit acts as a spiritual safeguard that preserves the believer's walk with God.

Furthermore, the fruit of the Spirit strengthens the Church and promotes unity among believers. A congregation filled with people who walk in love, patience, kindness, and faithfulness becomes a powerful witness to the world. Spiritual gifts may attract attention, but spiritual fruit builds lasting relationships and healthy communities. The Church is strongest when its members not only operate in power but also demonstrate Christ's character in their interactions with one another.

Bearing spiritual fruit is not an optional part of discipleship; it is a fundamental mark of a true follower of Christ. Jesus taught that a tree is known by its fruit. The Lord desires His people to be fruitful and productive in His Kingdom. Spiritual fruit demonstrates maturity, reveals genuine transformation, and confirms that a believer is abiding in Christ. The more closely we walk with Him, the more His character becomes evident in our lives.

As believers, we should continually seek to cultivate the fruit of the Spirit through prayer, obedience, worship, and fellowship with God. The Christian life is not merely about surviving spiritual battles but about growing into men and women of strong character who reflect the glory of their King. When the fruit of the Spirit flourishes within us, we become victorious over the flesh, effective in our mission, steadfast in adversity, and powerful representatives of God's Kingdom. True conquest begins within the heart, and the fruit of the Spirit is one of the clearest signs that the believer is walking in the victory, strength, and character of Jesus Christ.

In Matthew 7, we read, “15 Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them.”

It is simple. We shall be known by the fruit we bear. If we are truly disciples, we shall bear the fruits of the Spirit. This is the true test if someone is a disciple of God, for they have yielded and submitted to God. Verse 19 alludes to John 15, which says: “5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.”

Character defines who we are. If we are true disciples of God, then our character should reflect such a reality. One’s character will always be exposed under varying circumstances, so we can only fool people for so long. Character determines how we think, which then determines how we speak and act. We use the term character to describe a person’s most prominent attributes; therefore, the sum total of the features and traits that form an individual’s nature. A person with “good character” does not mean that they are perfect, but it does mean they are, for example, worthy of trust and admiration. So when we say someone has good character, we are expressing the opinion that his or her nature is defined by worthy traits like integrity, courage, and compassion. People of good character are guided by ethical principles and they do the right thing.

The reality is, no one is born with good character; it’s not a hereditary trait. And it isn’t determined by a single noble act. Character is established by conscientious adherence to moral values, or more specifically, following God. It is to pursue a path of moral excellence, underlined by the fruits of the Spirit. Good character allows us to stand in times of storms, trials, tribulations and hard times.

Paul’s character was shaped and moulded firstly by leading a life as a persecutor of the Christian faith, and then by becoming one of the faith’s greatest advocates! 2 Corinthians 11 stipulates all that Paul suffered for the Gospel. Yet he endured, ran the race and kept the faith, not because of goose-bump moments with God now and then, but because his character was forged in the constant fellowship with God. Yes, he obeyed, he submitted and yielded, and so was able to stand the test of great persecutions and sufferings. His character was truly moulded by the baptisms of fire, just like King David’s character was shaped. Character allows us to endure and keep the course, standing for the Gospel.  

Paul makes it very clear in 1 Corinthians 13:13 that the greatest of all spiritual gifts is love. Based on this, we know that love is the result that we see of our faith and our hope. Love is the goal. It must be part and parcel of our character to have faith, to be sure of the things we hope for and to know that our beliefs are real, despite not being able to see them. Faith is a channel of living trust, an assurance from God that His promises will never fail. Hope is to trust in something beneficial that could happen in the future. Hope provides an anchor for the soul as it is rooted in the work of Jesus Christ, who paid for our sins on the Cross. Yet the love of Christ is a self-sacrificial love that seeks what is best for others. True love is defined in one of the Bible’s most famous passages: For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3:16).

In God’s love, we find forgiveness for ourselves, and we find the strength to forgive others. In His love, we are redeemed, restored and no longer rejected. In His love, we belong, we know who we are, and we are no longer condemned. Paul endured and ran the race until the end for he was settled in love for he was settled in Jesus. Day and night and night and day Paul was harassed, yet he stood firm when he travelled to strange countries with strange pagan beliefs because he grasped the TRUTH that we can only truly stand firm in this life if we allow ourselves to love as Jesus loved, and if we hope and have trust in Him who is the eternal and beautiful God and King of all heavens.

Take note, Jesus never said the prophets will be known by signs and wonders and miracles. Mark 16 says, “19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.” Signs and wonders testify to the Word of God, therefore supporting the truth of the Gospel. It doesn’t testify to the nature of the character of the messenger, meaning if such a person is truly a follower of God. After all, God works mysteriously to fulfil His will and to uphold His truth. Character is only determined by the evidence of fruit, nothing else.

Let us read “Matthew 7: 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ These disciples were trusting in signs and miracles to attest to their validity as followers of Christ. Yet the Lord showed them away because they clearly were not carrying the fruits of the Spirit! Jesus called them workers of iniquity, indicating moral and spiritual corruption.

These days, we are quick to testify to someone’s validity as a disciple of God based on the presence of signs and wonders. Oh yes, the church must be operating in such power, yet it only testifies to God’s truth, not the messenger. So often people say this or that person is a great man/woman of God not based on their character, but based on the strength of their preaching, or the presence of signs and wonders. Problem is, many supposed signs and wonders in churches these days are false and counterfeit! Can we truly discern the godly character, or do signs and wonders, even when fake, blind us to the reality of a lack of it?

Mark 16 makes it clear that signs and wonders follow those who follow Christ. This is because such disciples earnestly seek God, His truth and will. They will be preaching and teaching the truth, and so their character will reflect God’s nature. We must pursue righteousness as we pursue the character of Christ, for then signs and wonders will follow. But the ultimate test remains if we bear the fruits of the Spirit. And this includes desiring holiness more than fleshly indulgence. We pursue righteousness when we seek the way and the truth of God.

With this in mind, Charismania holds great danger simply because it is leading so often people further away from the Word of God, and from what it means to be a true disciple of God. A true disciple must grow spiritually, in maturity by character and by spiritual knowledge. A true disciple abides constantly and habitually in God, not to meet his own needs and wants, but to serve and to fulfil the Great Commission. The encounter gospel creates the illusion of connection with God, or the illusion of a spiritual experience, but many times this is not the case. The emotional euphoria quickly blinds and misleads, and so we believe we are true disciples for “believing” we have been touched by divinity. Our spiritual wellness, therefore, depends sadly on the encounter and the feeling. So when the feeling is gone and the hype has faded, so we then begin to stumble on the road and even falter along the way. Character keeps us standing and fighting the battle to the end, just like when David slew Goliath.

There is a real danger thus in believing one is truly a disciple based only on encounters and feelings. After all, a large part of a true Christian’s life is void of goosebump moments or euphoria. It is a tough journey of running the race as you face personal and real demons, persecutions, mockery and even threats. It is a journey of staying on the narrow road, dying to the Self, listening to God and always obeying. To always surrender your own will for the will of God is not easy, but with Charismania, much of the reality of such a journey is hardly touched on or even explored. Never mind sound Biblical study. Charismania is primarily characterised by signs, wonders and miracles, for this is part and parcel of the encounter gospel. Yet what about true discipleship, which calls for character building and forging?

Believers, we have made things so complicated, specifically when it comes to serving the Lord and what the Lord deems important. The Lord calls for simplicity in being His son or daughter. Being a child of His, therefore, reflects His nature and character. We can take all our teachings, our doctrines and our knowledge, and it will boil down to the following ancient truths: love your Lord beyond all. Fear your Lord, morning to evening, awake and asleep. Have faith in Him, for He is your Father. Trust Him, for He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

That is it – condensed but the crux of our divine walk. From there all things will flow, says the Lord - anointing, dominion, power, authority, healing, deliverance, life and light. Seek to love Him, fear Him and walk in faith. No half measures. No lukewarm living. Obey as He speaks. Follow as He leads. Living in the Spirit. Seek Him day and night.

When water flows in a river, it flows naturally - it flows beautifully, in harmony and perfectly, for it is designed and created to make a path. If we love Him, fear Him and walk in faith in Him, then all things will flow naturally, making for us a path. Those who walk as His sons and daughters in a true relationship are designed and purposed to walk in authority, dominion, and from them flows the Kingdom.

We bear the fruits of the Spirit, for this is the work of the Holy Spirit. For He comes to conform our moral fortitude, our character, our nature, our way of thinking, our way of operating, our behaviour, our attitude, and our perceptions so that we are CHRIST-CENTERED, CHRIST-FOCUSSED, CHRIST-CONSCIOUS AND CHRIST ABIDING AND CHRIST-GLORIFYING! Thus, the work of the Spirit is to produce Christ within a believer, so that the believer may walk in the Truth of the Lord, in the life of the Lord, in the light of the Lord and in the way of the Lord. Praise the Lord!

And so it says in “Psalm 91: He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” Glory to God. We are called to dwell and abide in the Lord (John 15), so that His shadow will overpower us, thus so that His Holy Spirit will be upon us, just as the angel spoke to Mary that the Spirit will overshadow her. We need to be so overshadowed by the Spirit to conceive the nature of Christ just as the cherubim spread their two wings over the place of the ark, overshadowing the ark and its poles (1 Kings 8:7). On the day of transfiguration on the Mount, Jesus was overshadowed by the Glory of God, and just so we need to be walking in such a manner that we are overshadowed by the Spirit of the Lord, thus submitted and yielded for then we shall walk in the glory of God. By the overshadowing, our lives will testify and give praise to the greatness of Jesus, to His Life, to Hope and to the quickening power of His resurrection.

We must lead such a life of being overshadowed that the Holy Spirit within and upon us changes the spiritual atmosphere around us. It must be tangible in our lives, even contagious! We read in “Luke 1:  39 Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah, 40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.”

Mary was overshadowed by the Spirit of the Lord to conceive Christ within her to such a degree that even the baby – John the Baptist – and Elizabeth was touched by the glory of God! Indeed, when we yield and submit to the Spirit then we shall walk in the power of the Lord, and the power of the Kingdom and such power is the power to change, heal, deliver and save.

May we indeed be disciples who yearn to be overshadowed by the Spirit, so that we bear the fruits of the Spirit and also walk in the anointing to set the captives free, preach the Good News and bind up the broken-hearted. May we be so overshadowed and may we be so abiding and yielding to the Spirit – which is the Power from on High – that all that people see in our lives is Christ, for this is the work of the Spirit within the believer. May we bring forth, and birth by the Living Waters of the Spirit the goodness, the greatness, the majesty and the glory of Christ as we follow our Lord.

The verb fructify means making (something) fruitful or productive. When we abide in Christ, we begin to bear the fruit of Christ, therefore we grow and reflect the image of Christ. Believers need to be taught how to abide in the Lord, how to walk with the Lord and how to truly bear fruit! They are to be taught discipleship through proper discipleship so that they can bear fruit (fructify) and make disciples! Yes, we are called to be a Body of Christ working together for the common good of the Kingdom. Thus a royal priesthood filled with the Spirit of God mobilised and activated, thus living out the Great Commission to manifest the glory of the Kingdom on earth. The question remains, do we see a Church bearing fruit, thus a Church abiding in the lord, or do we see a Church that resembles the world? If this is the case, then again the five-fold ministry or whatever we call it has failed in its task to equip, empower and lead the saints in the “knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”

Thus, we are not making disciples who follow Jesus, or who walk in His Truth or in His Ways. We are not making disciples who are active, mobilized and living out their calling to the glory of God. We sit with congregants who are tossed to and fro by every wind of teaching, who have lost contact with the Holy Spirit, and who have failed to fructify (bearing fruit) by abiding in the Lord. We are called to be disciples who first seek the Kingdom of God, yet we do not even know what the Kingdom is.

In Job 1, we read how Satan attacks Job’s character. It says, “8 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and [h]shuns evil?” 9 So Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for nothing? 10 Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 11 But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse[j] You to Your face!” Job was blessed for he was in right standing with God, meaning his character glorified the Lord. The devil tried everything to break down Job, but it was Job’s character that allowed him to stand the test.

Of Jesus we read:

Isaiah 11:10: “And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall seek Him, And His resting place shall be glorious.”

Revelation 5:5: But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.”

From the root – Jesus – who was planted and established on earth to die for all mankind to redeem and save, has come forth a massive harvest, thus the Church, which is spread across the world. Jesus was no ordinary sacrifice as the firstfruit, for He is the incorruptible seed (1 Corinthians 15) and from that incorruptible seed has come forth the great harvest of all those who believe and follow Him. Indeed, as the Root and the Offspring of David, He died so that all mankind might truly be saved (John 3:16) and still today He is the Lord of the Harvest (Matthew 9:38).

Take note, it is written in “Romans 11:16: For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches.” Jesus is the firstfruit, born of God as the Son of God, and Jesus is holy. 1 Peter 1:15 says: but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” Peter was most likely quoting from “Leviticus 11:44: For I am the Lord your God. You shall therefore consecrate yourselves, and you shall be holy; for I am holy. Neither shall you defile yourselves with any creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

The harvest produced – the church as the offshoot of the Root – is thus supposed to carry the fruit of such holiness and beauty. For the Root is holy, and as we abide in Jesus, then surely the fruit must be holy. This is the reality of Matthew 7 which says that you shall know them by their fruits, for indeed anyone who resides and abides in the Root shall produce the fruit of holiness.

And so it says in John 15: 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” 

Yes, we are called to be holy because the Root is holy! And by such a Root we shall become productive in our spiritual walk, and be fruitful in our soul, but then again, we can only be holy when we abide and rest in God, thus yielding and submitting. For then we shall bear the fruit of the Spirit such as is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. As we abide in Jesus, drawing strength and nourishment from the Root, then we shall live in the Spirit, and we shall walk in the Spirit. Yes, the Root is holy. Not corrupted. Not defiled. The Root of life. Of purity. So be holy and bear fruit.
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Titus 1 says, “15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16 They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.”

This Scripture continues to be a reminder for us to bolster our understanding and grasp His ways. Let us keep in mind that the Lord calls us to obedience, He calls us to keep His order, He calls us to worship Him as I Am, and He calls us to seek Him daily to receive a fresh revelation of Him. If we seek Him, then He will go with us to prepare a favourable path.  

How then do we reach such a place as a disciple in our walk on earth?  Works are not the answer. True works should always be the outflow of our walk with God. How then? Simply to what extent we have allowed the Father, Son and Holy Spirit to change us to become more like Him. It is only when we love like Him, walk like Him and, like Jesus, have a true and living relationship with the Father that our names resound. It is when we do this that we will, in our existence, glorify Him. For this reason, our eyes are not set on the temporary, but the eternal, yet it is in the temporary where we need to make a statement that will resound forever.

It is only our character that proves if we are truly children of God, not our works. No matter what works we do, if they are without the character of Jesus, they could easily fool and deceive. 1 Thessalonians 4 says, “1 As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 2 For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 3 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 5 not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God; 6 and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister. The Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and warned you before. 7 For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 8 Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but God, the very God who gives you his Holy Spirit.  9 Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and more, 11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.”

Character is the key to making an eternal difference. For only through character, implying the way we behave, the way we react, our attitude and so forth, serves as the key to the extent we have submitted and allowed God to change us. In his epistles to Timothy, Paul alludes to the importance of character. Paul was writing these epistles late in his life, during his first and second imprisonment in Rome. Paul had thus by this time done a lot, seen a lot, experienced many highs and lows, and now, like Timothy, was in the privileged position of hearing from a man who reached a point of greater spiritual maturity.

And it is clear from the letters to Timothy that for Paul to walk in accordance with God’s character, in His image, and in His will to bear fruit of the Holy Spirit is of utter importance.  The Lord once placed it on my heart how today the church lacks character.  We have concentrated on doing things right according to our ways, and equipping people to minister, but we have neglected that just as important, if not more, is to build character and to grow in the image of the Lord. What good is it then if we can preach and teach until the heavens weep, but we have no character and no integrity?

Character speaks of values, morals and ethics. It speaks of walking in the ways of God because we are being transformed in His image. It seems today the Church wants the gifts and the ministry, but we are not willing to allow God to change us so that our character glorifies Him. To grant gifts and to awaken callings is easy for the Lord, but to build character speaks of a journey, and it speaks of self-sacrifice, obedience, faithfulness and a deep submission.

Paul sees Timothy more like a son, and by all likelihood, Timothy was a delegate to the apostle to keep the Church on track in Ephesus. So Paul was speaking to Timothy as a spiritual father, a friend and a mentor. Paul, therefore, finds it important to keep urging his spiritual son to always seek goodness and godliness and to ultimately grow in the character of God. 

1 Timothy 4: 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 

Paul often urges believers to follow his example and his conduct. He even mentions Timothy when he writes in “2 Timothy 3: 10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings. Again, in his epistle to Timothy, he urges the young believer to walk in God’s character, which is reflected in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity. “

If we look at the Church today, are we truly setting an example of God’s character and nature by our conduct, speech, love and faith? Again, it is easy to appear godly and pious, but the condition of our character will manifest itself. Therefore, Jesus spoke clearly on the fruits we should be carrying, which is a reference to the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5.

Paul, during his second term of imprisonment, writes the following: “2 Timothy 3: 22 Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.”

Again, Paul is placing a strong emphasis on character, godly conduct, and how to move in faith and love. The Church needs to once again pay close attention to its character because, without it, we become power-hungry without a proper foundation. Paul after all sounds warning about the lack of character at the end of days, and this warning is specifically directed at believers in the Church who are sowing discord and preaching deceit. 2 Timothy 3 says, “1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.”

Paul also wrote his epistles to the churches in Ephesus and Colossae during his imprisonment in Rome. In Ephesians 4 and Colossians 3, he makes a strong argument on how to live as a believer, which alludes to one’s character. His prayer to the church in Ephesus was as follows: “Ephesians 3: 14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge —that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”

Paul’s desire has always been for the believers to walk in the fullness of the Lord and in the fullness of the Spirit so that all believers are grounded in faith, love, and hope. And once we are grounded and rooted in the Lord, living by the Spirit and Truth, our character will be shaped and formed to reflect and glorify the Lord.

In his epistles to Timothy and to Titus, Paul also warns about false teachers, erroneous doctrines and false teachings. Considering Paul’s last-ditch attempt to preach on character and living a godly life, it remains clear that Paul was concerned that those who walk not in the character of the Lord are most likely not grounded in love and faith and thus will be susceptible to spiritual corruption.

What is also interesting is that when Paul writes to Timothy about the qualification of overseers/elders, along with deacons, he is not placing emphasis on what they can do, but the kind of people they should be in character. 1 Timothy 3 says, “1 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full[ respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap. 8 In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.

With Paul, it was an urgent matter that the Church needed to be led by those of character and integrity because they are the ones submitted to the Lord, manifesting the fruits of the Spirit and would thus be walking in God’s Truth and Ways. Again, this is why Jesus spoke about fruits. The only true sign of someone’s willingness to submit and to be led by the Lord is by the evidence of his character, which is reflected in his conduct, speech, love and faith. Those without character have clearly not submitted in totality to the Lord, and will thus remain susceptible to the lures, temptations and deceptions of the world and the devil. Indeed, the Scripture teaches a lot about our conduct:

1 John 2 declares, “15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.”

Paul says clearly in Ephesians 5 (AMP): “1 Therefore be imitators of God [copy Him and follow His example], as well-beloved children [imitate their father]. 2 And walk in love, [esteeming and delighting in one another] as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us, a slain offering and sacrifice to God [for you, so that it became] a sweet fragrance.  3 But immorality (sexual vice) and all impurity [of lustful, rich, wasteful living] or greediness must not even be named among you, as is fitting and proper among saints (God’s consecrated people). 4 Let there be no filthiness (obscenity, indecency) nor foolish and sinful (silly and corrupt) talk, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting or becoming; but instead voice your thankfulness [to God]. 5 For be sure of this: that no person practicing sexual










d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
LOVE
joy

PEACE
PATIENCE
KINDNESS
GOODNESS "
FAITHFULNESS s
GENTLENESS
SELF-CONTROL

GALATIANSSS 2223

Riaan Engelbrecht





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png
-

-

-

7O





