Endorsements


If you want to reach our world and not just build your kingdom,  Greater Glory is a must-read. I was drawn in by Bob’s personal stories, confronted with Biblical truth, and convicted to join with other believers and ministries inside and outside my tribe in fulfilling the Great Commission. After reading Greater Glory, I have a greater desire to be a part of God’s plan: bringing life to a dying world through His loving church.
—Stan Grant
Lead Pastor
Cloverhill Church, Midlothian, VA

This book comes at a critical time in our history. We live in a challenging time, and people are searching for answers. But sadly, many of them are not looking to the church. Why? If we’re honest, it’s because sometimes what they see inside the church doesn’t look any different than what they’re already experiencing. This book addresses critical issues, such as forgiveness, resolving conflict, tearing down walls, unity, and others. I pray that you will read it with others and look for ways to address the great needs of our day.  
—David Ludwig
Associate Director of Church Health
Baptist Resource Network of Pennsylvania/South Jersey 

In his book Greater Glory, Bob Santos diagnoses our condition and answers with the solution for a vibrant church in a fallen world. As he states, “Our fractured and dying world desperately needs a unified church to rise.” Bob has captured the spirit and intent of the church that Jesus loves and gave His life for. He accomplishes this by critically dividing Scripture, with a mature observation from experience, to foster unity across the body of Christ. We heed God’s call to demonstrate His love to the world through our love for each other. 
—Bob Jeannot
Lead Pastor, New Wine Community Church
Executive Leader, Kingdom Connection Network
Greater Detroit Metropolitan Area, MI

Bob Santos’ Greater Glory is the best antidote yet to the divisive colloquies of the Christian faith. Bob deftly addresses ways that we can bridge spiritual, racial, cultural, and relational gaps through sound Biblical theology and application. Making a compelling case for kingdom building in the 21st century, Bob shows us how we can wisely employ keys that unlock the transformational power of unity. As you read through this book, you will discover how you can be part of bringing heaven to earth. I eagerly await this book’s impact on the body of Christ and beyond!
—Ryan E. Faison, M.Div.
Campus Pastor
Christ Church, Clifton, NJ

Bob brings to light the vital importance of the Christian unity that Jesus prays for His church in John 17, as well as the blessings that we can have as churches in a community functioning as part of a larger body. He not only does this in theological terms, but also helps us to practice unity and navigate some of the challenges that churches can have as we seek to live in unity in light of Jesus’ prayer. This book is very timely as Christians and churches seem to be divided, mostly over non-kingdom issues. May the truths that Bob writes about, be evident in our lives and church families.
—Rob Sparr
Lead Pastor
Graystone Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Indiana, PA

One of the most difficult focuses in the local church is unity. How can a church live in unity together, and beyond that, have unity with other churches? I believe other churches are not competition, but a completion in fulfilling what God desires. Greater Glory takes a dive into building bridges and navigating the tensions to unite and not divide the Christian church. Bob gives great practical advice and wonderful reflections with each chapter to dig deeper. 
—Keith Rowell
Campus Pastor
Thrive Church, North Chesterfield, VA
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Introduction


Do you ever fret about the future? Do you ever feel alone in an increasingly automated and impersonal world? Are you dissatisfied with the direction of the government? Have you found yourself mystified by the moral unraveling of society? Do you worry about how the world will look for your children or grandchildren?  
If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you are not alone. Sometimes, the pace of life feels like we are driving through an old neighborhood at high speed. Fleeting glimpses of more stable times make hope for a better tomorrow seem elusive.
What promise does our world have for real change? Will it come through academics? Not much there gives us cause to rejoice. How about politics? Talk about frustration and futility! The business world? Greed abounds with but a few scattered bright spots. And media? Objective news reporting, it seems, is a long-lost relic buried in an old trunk sitting in a corner of the attic.
What about the church? Do you see the church as the primary source of meaningful change in our nation? Though our practice of Christianity often seems like a mess, God has a plan—He always has a plan—to bring life to a dying world through His living church. Potential abounds, and we already have much in place. 
For my part, I have spent much of the past decade writing books to address niche areas of spiritual growth that are either widely misunderstood or get too little attention among Christians. How exciting it is to help people mature and grow spiritually healthy! With this book, I want to expand my scope beyond the individual and tackle a topic that possesses huge potential for positive change: the unity of the church.
As you will read in the first chapter, many years ago the Lord put His finger on my heart and transformed my perspective of Christian relationships. I hope He uses this book to do something similar in your life.  
Meaningful change rarely comes easily, though. Many of the concepts related to unity present significant challenges for us. And no single person or book can adequately address every facet of such a deep-rooted problem as division among Christians. We can, however, choose to take deliberate steps in a healthy direction. 
Today’s church faces many daunting challenges, but the future is by no means dark for the people of God. The Lord has a “secret weapon” to overcome the tide of evil that appears to be rising in our world: His unified body of believers. As we return to the basic elements of Christian unity, we will chart a fresh course for transformational ministry in our increasingly broken world.   




1
Whose Kingdom Are You Building?


[image: image-placeholder]“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided to you.” Matthew 6:33 (NASB)
If you have not chosen the kingdom of God first, it will in the end make no difference what you choose instead. —William Law
I cannot say that my impressions of Christians were very favorable prior to enrolling at a state university. I knew many people who attended church regularly, but other than involvement in a local congregation, not much distinguished the average churchgoer from the ones who avoided those hallowed doors.
Only rarely did my own feet cross the threshold of a church building. I was no saint; that is certain. Still, neither was I morally worse than many of the professing people of faith I knew. A few devoted individuals provided refreshing exceptions, but personal faith seemed mostly irrelevant in the public sphere. Spiritually speaking, I cannot remember looking at many individuals in our community and thinking, “I wish I had what that person has.” If ever there was jealousy on my part, it was over money, appearance, or athletic ability. “Religion” was something that people did; few visible traces of spiritual life could be seen.
Attending college brought a different experience, providing far more diversity than I had experienced growing up. Yes, there were professing Christians who seemed like oddities in the mix of a secular university, but others presented something more. That “more” attracted me, and by my second year I was poring over the pages of the Bible, trying to make sense of it all.
The story is too long for this context, but exploring a trail of Scriptural truth led me to surrender my life to God and ask Jesus to be my Lord and Savior. Not long after, I was water baptized back in my hometown by a local pastor. Thus began a lifelong journey of walking with God and seeking to serve His purposes.
Uncertainty and upheaval marked those early years of my Christian walk, but there was also something near mystical about the experience—especially regarding my involvement in campus ministry. Pastors and leaders from various churches took it upon themselves to invest in the lives of college students, and I was one of the welcoming recipients. My faith sprouted quickly.
Deep Disappointment
About ten years after graduation, I found myself struggling to navigate life in that same college community. I was married to a wonderful Christian woman (Debi). We lived with our two adorable kids in a small home in a nice neighborhood. I was also heavily involved in our local fellowship, which included serving for six years on the church board. 
My experiences with the “underbelly” of church life no doubt contributed to a crisis of faith that conflicted my heart. Although my devotion to Christ never seriously wavered during that difficult season, a deep sense of disappointment permeated my soul and caused me to flounder in my Christian walk. Contributing to my struggle was the feeling that my service to God was a miserable failure. Rather than reaching souls and fostering transformation, I felt we were trying to pacify immature, self-centered adults who had been in the church for much of their lives. 
I did not sign up to put out “brush fires” or keep people pacified, so I jumped quickly when the opportunity arose for Debi and me to work with our church’s college ministry. Our own campus fellowship experience had been life changing, and going back to those roots seemed like the Lord’s leading.
A New Opportunity
Even as my mind filled with visions of changing the world, yet another shadow of disappointment settled into my heart. Before Debi and I stepped into leadership, about twenty students had involved themselves with the campus group’s activities. I felt much like Gideon as that number dropped to around five before we even got started. And no matter what we did, the numbers did not increase.
I continued to work hard regardless. At times, the challenges seemed insurmountable—I was also holding down a full-time job and trying to care for my young family. Even so, I knew I was following God’s leading and moving in the right direction. 
Facing a barrier beyond our abilities, we enlisted the help of intercessors from our church. Before each weekly student meeting, several devoted prayer warriors would come to intercede for the university and for us. We also held multiple outreaches to gather students we could disciple to become faithful laborers for Christ. But no matter how hard we tried, nothing went according to our expectations.
That first year of campus ministry felt fruitless, as though we were working in vain. Still, I held tightly to the hope that a new school year would bring new students to increase the size of our group. It did not. Instead, we seemed to go backward rather than forward. My frustrations mounted.
I still hold strong memories of a particular week in October of that second year. The night of our fellowship meeting proved especially disappointing. Only one of our intercessors attended the pre-service gathering, and even she struggled to get there. “I’m not sure what happened this week,” our faithful prayer partner explained. “I felt suicidal, and that never happens to me. I came out tonight only because I was determined not to let the devil win.” 
That evening’s campus ministry meeting fared no better. Instead of our usual six students, we had three. And of that three, only one genuinely engaged with my message. I felt as though we had slammed head-on into an immovable wall. No doubt, my memory of that night reflects as one of the lowest points in our sixteen-plus years of campus ministry.
An Unexpected Experience
At about that time, God did something unexpected. I mean, really unexpected. Some people do not believe that the Lord speaks to Christians except through the Bible. Well, He spoke to me. And I cannot say that I welcomed His words, at least not initially.
The setting was typical during that season of my life. I had gone before the Lord to petition His blessings on our ministry efforts. It was then that the Holy Spirit spoke unthinkable (from my perspective) words to me: “I want you to pray for Campus Crusade.” 
The voice was not audible, but it came clearly through my mind nonetheless. I instinctively knew that God was directing me to pray His blessings over our local chapter of Campus Crusade for Christ (now known as Cru). The problem—at least in my eyes—was that Campus Crusade’s fellowship meetings were much larger than ours. In fact, well over a hundred students came out for their weekly meetings that were held in the largest room of the student union. We usually had six or less in attendance, resembling a small tribe of misfits more than a world-changing army. 
My response to God in that moment? I scoffed. “Yeah, right, Lord. What’s wrong with this picture?” The very idea of praying for Him to bless such a large group seemed inconceivable in light of our twenty-two-month struggle to grow our little band. What happened next would change me forever.
Instead of consoling me or comforting my struggling heart, the Lord responded with another question: “Whose kingdom are you building, yours or Mine?” And not only was the Holy Spirit speaking, He was also opening my eyes. I felt as though a curtain had been pulled back to expose the self-absorbed motives of my heart. Sure, I was seeking to build God’s kingdom on earth, but in that instant, I realized there was also a whole lot of ME in the mix. 
Nearly my entire sense of significance had been wrapped up in finding ministry success. And if I were to fail at what matters most in life, my existence would forever be defined by the shame I had felt throughout much of my childhood. Sadly, I was trying to build my own kingdom in God’s name. It was the only way for me to feel good about an inferior life—or so I thought during that early stage of my Christian walk.
Changes
That revealing prayer experience changed me forever. When confronted by the Lord about the ugly truth of my motives, I repented immediately. Not only did I begin to pray for Campus Crusade, I also determined I would never again build my own kingdom in Christ’s name. Certainly, I had a stewardship to fulfill with our group, but the grand purpose of my life would no longer be just about the work that I was doing.
Not long after that watershed moment, our group began to grow. The attendance quickly jumped into the double digits, and never dropped back. And while prayer had been a near-constant focus, outward changes in our ministry efforts took place only after the Lord had worked an inward change in me. 
I also began to network with the other campus ministers. Together, we held joint worship events as a collective Christian community. We began to call ourselves “The River,” meaning many streams coming together as one. Challenges were common, and our efforts were by no means seamless, but the Lord blessed richly nonetheless.
During those campus ministry years, I also developed Bible study materials I felt needed to go to a broader audience. And so we launched Search for Me Ministries, Inc., with a vision to help form and equip a generation of world-changers for Christ. The mode of ministry changed, but a kingdom vision continued to drive my labors.
In a way that only God could orchestrate, our new ministry obtained a house across the street from the university. After renovating the garage into a meeting room, I invited the campus ministers to join me for weekly prayer meetings. We also began to provide an annual welcome-back luncheon for the group. A delicious picnic meal and lively fellowship would be followed by a short devotion through which I shared about the importance of Christian unity. 
It took nearly a decade, but the “kingdom culture” eventually caught on. A special moment came one year as we enjoyed our annual picnic lunch together. The campus minister turnout was great, and I gave the ministry veterans an opportunity to share with the rookies. As they took turns speaking, I realized my customary message about unity would not be necessary. The campus ministry veterans had said it all!
The process has not been without struggle, but as a whole, that campus ministry environment continues to be noncompetitive. Many of those ministers have become friends, and they often discuss plans before holding outreaches or major events. Several even banded together for a weekly large group meeting, while still maintaining their
Another Kingdom Opportunity
Perspective
Reflection
	How do you think God views the concept of Christian unity?
	Can you identify an area of your life in which you are serving yourself in God’s name?
	How does division affect the church’s ability to influence our nation for good? Are there ways in which you are contributing to that division?
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