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Read-It-To-Me!


A free Read-It-To-Me audio file for this book can be downloaded and played as you and your children page through the story. Scan the QR code below or go to RaymondAndSheila.com/audio/book1


Remember to turn the page when you hear the bell!
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To Ezra and Fayette,

the original Raymond and Sheila,
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Sheila Alligator and her best friend Ilana Iguana always did very interesting things together. On Thursday, it was so hot they performed water ballet under the backyard sprinkler.
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Sheila’s little brother Raymond watched them from behind the pyracantha bush.
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“Some alligators need a friend to splash around with,” Raymond explained to his bear Snowball.




			

			

“But I don’t ’cause I’ve got you.”
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Later Raymond overheard the girls telling secrets on the telephone.
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“Knock, knock,” said Raymond, ready to tell his sister a funny joke. But Sheila didn’t say, “Who’s there?” because she wasn’t listening to him.
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“Some alligators need a friend to talk to,” Raymond told Snowball.
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“But I don’t ’cause I’ve got you.”




			

			

When the girls dressed-up as glamorous movie stars they admired themselves so much they didn’t notice Raymond . . .
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. . . until he accidentally pulled down the shower curtain.
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“Raymond, what are you doing in the bath tub?” Sheila wanted to know.
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“Uh . . . taking a bath?” Raymond offered lamely.




			

			

“He was spying on us!” roared Ilana. “My little brother Iggy always does the same thing. It’s because they don’t have any of their own friends.”
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“I do too have a friend,” Raymond said. “His name is Snowball.”
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“I mean real friends, chuckle head,” Ilana snorted.
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“Back off, Ilana!” Sheila shouted.
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Ilana shrugged her shoulders. “Little brothers are so weird,” she muttered.
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When they were alone Raymond asked his bear a serious question. “You are real, aren’t you?”




			

			

“Of course,” said Snowball, snuggling against Raymond’s shoulder.
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After lunch Raymond sat under the kitchen table listening to the girls plan their lemonade stand.




			

			

“We could bake chocolate chip cookies to sell!” said Sheila.




			

			

“Let’s dress up as the Psychic Sisters and tell fortunes too,” Ilana added.
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“You have great ideas!” Sheila squealed with delight.

“So do you!” giggled Ilana.




			

			

When the girls left the kitchen Raymond asked Snowball, “What can we do this afternoon? Do you have any great ideas?”
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“Not at the moment,” said Snowball.

Raymond sighed. Suddenly he felt sad without knowing why.




			

			

A while later Raymond saw Iggy playing in his backyard.
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“Iggy looks lonely,” Snowball observed.

“Maybe we could go over and play with him,” said Raymond.
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“Wow, Raymond!” said Snowball smiling. “You have such great ideas!”
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When Raymond peeked through the loose board in the fence, Iggy was right there! Raymond wondered if this was such a great idea after all.
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“Uh . . . hello . . .” Raymond stammered, holding his bear out in front of him. “My name is Snowball. Want to play with us?”
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Iggy pushed the monkey forward and said, “We were just going to ask you the same thing!”
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“What a coincidence,” Snowball whispered so only Raymond could hear.
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Raymond and Iggy soon discovered they enjoyed being together.




			

			

Snowball and the monkey, whose name was Rumford Wellington, liked each other too.
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In no time at all the boys found lots to do.




			

			

When the new friends strolled by the lemonade stand, Sheila smiled and asked, “What have you guys been doing?”




			

			

“Playing,” said Iggy.
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“Hmph,” Ilana grunted. “That’s what little kids always say when they’re really doing nothing.”
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“Back off, Ilana!” Raymond growled, looking her right in the eye.




			

			

Sheila and Iggy burst out laughing, and for the first time ever, Ilana had nothing to say.
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“Want to help us with our lemonade stand?” Sheila asked kindly.




			

			

“We’ll let you squeeze the lemons.” Ilana said sourly.
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“No thanks,” said Raymond. “We’ve got other plans. Right, Iggy?”




			

			

“Right, Raymond.”
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“I wonder what the boys are doing,” said Sheila while she and Ilana counted their lemonade money.




			

			

“They’re just little kids,” said Ilana. “It can’t be very interesting.”
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Obviously Ilana was wrong.
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Parent Guide




			







			

			
[image: page 32.raymond.1.jpg]“I feel left out when Sheila has a friend over and I only have Snowball to play with. When do you feel left out?”


[image: page 32.sheila.1.jpg]“I feel proud when my brother Raymond sticks up for himself. When do you feel proud?”


[image: page 32.ilana.1.jpg]“I feel angry when Iggy spies on me. When do you feel angry?”


[image: page 32.iggy.1.jpg]“I feel scared when my sister, Ilana, yells at me. When do you feel scared?”


[image: page 32.snowball.1.jpg]“I feel happy when Raymond gives me a hug. When do you feel happy?”


[image: page 32.rumford.1.jpg]“I feel lonely when Iggy leaves me on the floor. When do you feel lonely?”
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